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JAC.OBS ALTAR 
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OR, THE 


* 
SAIN TIS TRIANGLE 


- of Dangers, Deliverances and Duties, 


perſonal, and National , practically 


*. impraved in many Pagticnlart , 
feaſonable, and experimental. 
BEING, 

The Anſwer of his own Heast to G O D, 
for” \eminent 4Preſervarions-5- humbly 
recommended, » by way of Teaching, unto 
all z and, as a ſpecial Remembfancerto 
the Ranſomed of the Lord, to awaken in 
'them a ſenſeof rich mercy; "that they may 
4 Song of Mo ſes for temporal,and the ſong 


inb, for ſpiritual Dcliverances and ,. , 
to provoke the 'them to Love,and good Works. A\ . 


= NATANEEL WHITING, Mr. of Arty, , 
and Miniſter of the Goſpel, at . Tinckle. 


" Gena, 3. Let ws ariſe and go up to Betbel,, and I wil 
make there an Altar unto God, who anſwered me 2 the day of 
my diſtreſs, and was with me in the way-which T went. 


And Verſe 7- He built there au gue and Os, the plate. ts 
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To FE Righe WW orfhipfull 


Sr. Wiran FLEzETWOOD Koight, 
: the Right Honourqble I 
FP. Grorxacs Fiizrwoop: Baron 


of Swonholme in SwezaprtanD, 


and Lieutenant General of: the K ing 
of SWEADLAND's Army thore, 0 


and to his Excellency - 
Curarres Lord FlezTwoop, 


_Lieucenant General "of _ the. whole 
| Army. in. ENGLAND and. Scotland,”. 


and one e of us HIGHNESS Privy-Conncil. 


Noble and Honoured : 


=D Am taught by the beſt Teather, 
6-5 -the Holy Ghoſt , not to forſake 
SDS  mMINC OWN friend, aud my fa- 
thers friend ; the Authority. ok-- 
oy ling which advice hath A. great, F Es 
"eres upon. me,, being under the dire _ 
*Aſpe&t of -it, therefore þ I own your aniths.,.; 
-entand obli &1Ng; favours in this publick Ads: _ 
gels ,. under this SOPG: ; The f Be! wing” IT 
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much leſs, upon your Elder Brothers: And 


will taſte never the worſe, becauſe preſented 


in a wooden cup , nor Truth loſe any- of its 
"relliſh , becauſe ſerved up in an carthen 
diſh. ES EE 

IT any charge blame upon me , becauſe I 
have not obleryed the Rules of Honour, in, 
the ordering of, your names according to 
your Titles of Honour, and ſtandings in the 
world, my Reply is this: I pretend not to 
skill in Herauldry , nor 1s it my. buſineſs to 
diſpute Titles; I have , therefore , ſet Eliab 
in the Front, becauſe; I may not give away 
the Honour-of  Primogeniture from Manaſ- 


ſeh', ſeing he hath not with Eſau fold, nor 


with Reuben, loſt the .excellency of dignity ; 


He ſtill weares, with Zarah , the. ſcarlet 


thread upon his band , though this younger . 
Brethren have broken forth, and gotten the -. 


Precedency : Beſides, though I owe much 
ro-your Honours, I am nilwebs yours ; yet I 


am more*your Brothers; and my Obligati- 


ons more to him, which T muſt owne; _and, 
Tam ſure, ſuch is your Juſtice , that you will 
Not entrench upon the right of other men, 
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af your - Honours be not offended , why | 


' ſhould others ? FP 
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Again 3 If any take offence that I We 
this Treatiſe with Three Hnourable Names, 
- one of which would have been an honour 
* to a more polite and: elaborate Ditconrſe : 
my Anſwer is this; When F had deſigned 
this Piece unto the Preſs, I knew none,whole 
Experiences could more fully comment up- 
' on the Subjed&treated on, then your ſelves : 
7 Your Preſervations ' have been many and 
_fignal, at home, abroad, by land, by water 3 
few perſons have had Cock cnichable Deli- 
JI '  VErances, as you have had, and few Families 
| can inſtance in three Brethren, who can give 
forth narratives of ſuch notable and nume- * F 
rous Eſcapes,as you can give: And therefore, + - .} 
wy ſcing you have equally ſhared in the maryel- 
BY Jous ProteGions of-a good God; I am bold** 
1 to make this:;Application to: your 4 All: 57 Y 
which I do humbly Remember:you of en- 
þ © gaping mercies, that the ſence thereofmay 
...be awakened in you ; . that; like that Perfran _ 
- Monarch, you may often; read over yqur 
Diaries , gather up-your memorable- Prefer» > _ 
al . | vations” 
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" varionsz, own the Lord in them , and by 
ſuitable actings improve them to ki glory : 
The1mprovement of Mercies makes them to 
be Mercies indeed : Then are the appea- 
rances of God glorious, when they are vi- 
ſible, and may be known, and read of all 
- men , 1n our noble and vigorous a&ings for 
God: Whar life for God was in old Ta- 
cob? how did he purge his family, ſet up 
Religion, ereft an Altar at Bethel? and all 
this, by way of thankfull return to the Lord, 
who anſwered him in the day of his diſtreſs, 
- and was with him in the way which he went ? 
And how bravely did King David draw up 
after the Preſidency of that noble Patriarch ? 
when be fatc in his houſe , ſeriouſly review- 
wo his tormer t:1ghrs and flights, his Dan- 
gers and Diſtreſfles , his Baniſhments , and 
Barrels, comparing them , wich his preſent 


peace, fafetie and honour; and confidered,- t 


from what hand he had received all that 
good, he took upa reſolution 10 build an 
houſe for the Lord, that the-Arke of bis 
prefence might no longer dwell within cur- 
tains : He. often looked down upon the | 
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cave of Adullam and Engedi , the wilder. * 
neſs of Lipb and Maon , his ftraits at Gath, '* * 
his dangers at Keilah, his fears at Ziglag, 
&c. even then , when God:had ſet him on 
high, upon the Throne of Iſrael and Fudah; 
theſe reviews kept his heart in a - warm and 
and lively frame for God. Ah ! How little of 
D. id's ſpirit 1s to be found in England, 
even amongſt many , who have largely ex- 

 perienced Dawid's mercies? how ſeldome 
do many review their hazzards and heart- . 
rerrours , their tears and fears, dangers, and 

b- _ deliverances? how have the tides of worldly 

pomp , peace, and pleaſures, waſhed off the 

Sculpture of perſonal! and national mercies ? 

in moſt mens hearts? Oh, 't1s ſad, and ſadly 

to be lamented | The Lord give you, with 

Caleb, another ſpirit , that, ſeing he hath 

= given you, not onely a ſafe, but an Honou- 

rablc ſtanding , after {uch amazing dangers, 
with liberal advantages of doing and recei- 

by ving good, your Honours may follow the 

# ſ © Lord fully, you may act up more and more 

to the 'Prefidenctes propoſed , that yourmay 
not mgve in too narrow Orbes, but ſhew 
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forth largenels- of heart , according to ” the 
largeneſs of Gods mercies towards you ; 
that, like ſtarres of the greater magnitude, 
you may caſt abroad your warming and pro- 
lick Influences, that all neighbouring, per- 
ſons and places may be the better for you, 
and your ſelves much the better in your 
ſpirits for God. + - 

I am not aſhamed -( Right W orſhipfull ) 
to tell the world how ancient and how affe- 
Ctonate a Macenas you have been tome 3 
that I received many encouragements from 
you ; when T was ſtudent in the Univerſitie 3 
how ready I have alwayes found you, to lay 
forth your power and Intereſt for me : how 
| freely and ſpeedily you placed me at Ald- 
winckle , and how much I have found the 
tayour of a Patron, and the affections of a 
triend (1 mighr go higher ) for the ſpace of 
many yeares; which 1s much, conſidering 
.whar hard meaſure ſome good Miniſters 
have found from their Patrons, though good 
men; in theſe times of difference, both upon 
-a:civil and Religious account ; and indeed, 
] chink-s ir to be ingenious (* whatever others 
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think ) ahd well comporting with the Rand- 
ing of a Miniſter ({whileſt che jus pracſen+ 
tandi, by a Law, is veſted in Honourable 
hands ) as to own God 1n his providential 
diſpolure, ſo to acknowledge the favour of 
man, 1n that Liberty he obtaines to do his 
Maſter's work : Sure I am, this was a mercy 
which ſome godly and gifted Miniſters 
did long want ( whileſt the Epiſcopal 
Monopoly laſted ) and long - waited 
for ; yea, after all their waiting, could hard- 
Iy , without ſnares to their conſcience , 
obtain. 4 

If my poor Labours have been anſwered 
- with any ſucceſs from heaven , ( as F truſt 
they- have; ) in my little Congregation ; the 
people have reaſon ( which ſome of them 
have done )) to bleſs God, that your choice; 


and their call had fo full a concurrence in 


one perſon : But, though they ſhould be 
filent, I may not, I cannot; I amunder 


ſuch a ſenſe of obligation, that I am prefſed 


in ſpirit, to make ſome publick paymetit of 
my debt unto you, in a miniſteriall way 
rok 1s a -Symony, \neither finfull before 


a ; God, Sie” 
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God, nor offenſive to good men ) : There- 
fore, Dear Sir, I beg your acceptation of 
this poor Preſent : Give your Miniſter 
leave, from the preſs, ( wanting opportunity 
by reafon of-your non-refidency , not his, 
to ſpeak often unto you from the Pulpit ) to 
minde you of that [great deliverance , you 
received from the Lord in the Thames; 
how often the ſentence of Death hath been 
reverſed,when you have been under painfull 
and languiſhing diſtempers :--4n what way 
of Providence God hath looſened you from 
the noiſe and vanity of a Court ; what: 
Reſpects you have from men, good and 
great ; what ſafety you had in the late War; 
what blefings the Lord hath heaped upon 
you, ina dear Lady, a numerous and hope- 
full Progeny : and , m what other wayes 
of mercy the Lord hath appeared graciouſly 
unto you; O let all theſe have a kindly 
work upon your ſpirit, to warme your heart 
more and more towards God, his waies and 
people : and let-them, by way of holy force, 
fix your heart, Joſhus like, with your thouſe 
to ſerve the Lord ,, that. Jehovah 'may ſtill 
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cover you with bis feathers, in all future | 
hazzards, that you may fill up your dayes1n 


peace, and may come to the grave in a full |, ,, 29 


age, like as a ſhock, of corne cometh in his 
ſeaſon. 4 
My next addreſs 1s to you, my Lord, your 
Honour hath ſeen the work of God, and his 
wonders in the deep, you have converſed 
much with people of ſtrange Languages ; 
conteſted with men of fierce and cruel fpi- 
rits : you have. been a man of warre front 
your youth ; expert inall the ſtages and ſtra- 
. tagems of a well-ordered battel,: you have 
long ſerved the Intereſt of a forraign Prince 
and State , where you have not onely been 
preſerved, but promoted ; ' God hath not 
onely given you ſafety, but Honour alſo; 
and though you was a Stranger in'/Name, 
Nation , Language, and ſomething in Re- 
ligion alſo , yet God bowed the heart of 
Prince, Nobles, and others, to give yon the 
reſpe& your worth had merited ; and now, 
after Twenty years voluntary Exile,or more, 
God hath brought you back , with Three 
Sonnes, to your native ſoil, ( immediately 
a 2 after 
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after the ſtorme of war was blown over it ) 
'and that,atrer an honourable rate : all which 
are mercies worth your- owning, and are* 
as filent Monitors from the Lord, uato you. 
Ah, my Lord, be much and often retired ; 
* read. over the ſtory of Gods Providences 
towards you Freckon up your Dangers,and 
Deliverances, How often the King of ter- 
rours hath faced you with a dreadfull look ; 
what bloudy fights God hath fafeguarded 
your life in; and how often you have been 
brought out of the field,” when thouſands 
have;;been left wounded or dead upon the 
place; though your Lordſhip hath the cou- 
rage ofa Roman, not to'tear death, in the 
painfu]neſs of it, yet you have' the ſpirit of 
a Chriſtian; to fear theiconfequenees of an 
mnmature death, and therefore have cauſe 
to bleſs God, who hath lengthened out 
your day of grace, and his parience 3 hath 
brought you -again into your own Nation; 
Where the White Flagge 1s held: forth,. 2nd 
the unſearchable riches: of::Chriſt are fully 
diſptayed'in the powertull; ; "up and (pirt> 
tual. thilpenſation of the _ . 2901 
The 
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: The Lord grant you to read the meaning 
of theſe Providences in the light of his own 
ſpirit, and give your honour a large ſhare 
in thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings in heawenly 
places in Chriſt Feſus : Be like that good 
Centurion ( who was like your Lordfhip, a 
man. of war and Commander in the Roman 
Army ) fear God with all your houſe , gize As 70.1. 
much almes to the poor, pray much unto God, 
and wait. much upon the Miniſtry of his 
taicthfull Peters, to whom 1s committed the 
word of Retonciliation , fight under the 
| Royal banner of the Lord Jelus, in his ſpi- 
ritual warfare , and fight the good fight of 4. 
| faith, that ſo, you may lay hold upon eternal © 
life. TY a, FS # 
Laſtly, My Applications are to your exs 
cellency 3 your ſtanding is high 1n [[rael, and 
yqur name is dear to Gods people : the Lord 
hath made you great, and'che Lord hath 
| made you gracious 3 without which ,, all 
worldly honour is but a ſhell., a ſhadow, a 
J Heere . vanity , like that. of Agrippa, mou 
wj1e7ja' 3 You ſet outcarly for heaven; God: 
dealt; with your heart betumes :. with good 
Ms  _ Obadaab,... 
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- men be dead: 


Obadiah, Yon feared the Lord from your 
youth ; which early buddings of grace and 


holineſs, as they ſpake the intendments of - 


God to uſe you in Honourable Employ- 
ments, ſo have they rendred you, in regard 
of your large experiences,and long acquain- 
tance with the Lord; his wates and people, 
more meet to ſerye the Intereſt of the Lord 


and his people, in that high truſt you are 


called unto : I ſhall not report, what per- 


{ons of great Honour and Integritie have 
=—_— concerning your Pietie and Prater- 
ulneſs : Inventories are not taken untill 
he that isa Jew inwardly, 
hath- his. praiſe from God, and therefore 
ex{pecs it not from man ; but ſhall humbly 
entreat your Excellency, to conſider, how 
you- went out a young Gentleman, and a 
raw Souldier into the late warrs, in which 
your eyes beheld much of Cod, and your 
{ſpirit taſted much of his Mercy ; how he 
protected your Perſon, and profpered your 
warfare ; every bullet flew with his Com- 
miſſion, and every weapon was guided by 
his appomtment 3 ſo that you walked in the 

| midiſt 
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midſt of fire and ſinoak, as the Fewiſh wor- 
thies did in the furnace, and haye had no 
hurc;,at leaſt,neither to limb nor life; nay,the 
ſmel of a bloudy warr hath hardly paſſed 'up- 
on you : O the power of an Almighty God ! 
O the ſatety of Gods Nozhbs in his Ark of 
Providence,when it fails upon ſeas of bloud! 
O the ſecurity of the Saints,vho dwel in God, : Kings 224 
in the ſecret place of the moſt High! Good Fe- ** 
hoſhaphat experienced this, when the Captains 
of the Chariots of Aram jput him in great 
fear ; the. Lord hard his cry, and brought 
him off with ſaferie, when his Confederate 
was ſlain in the fight : and what return did 71 
he make unto the Lord ? he ated vigorouſly, 2 Chrow1 9. 
not onely, asa prudent, but allo, as a pious Þ5 © 
Covernour, tn the cauſe both of God and | 
man : Ah, what a bleſſed change would be 
made in England ! how would it be a land 

of righteouſneſs ! and how would the poor 

of the flock rejoyce in it ! 14 all that had been 
eminently delivered, and dignified by the 
-Lord , would make {uch returnes to him, 

and his people? thaugh your excellency be 

not upon the Throne, yet you are near unto_ 
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it; you ſtand in a publick capacity, both 
Civil and Military,and are eminent in both; 
and fo, have great opportunities of doing 


- good ; I hope you loſe none, I am ſurc,you 


have improved many : God hath led you to 
the ſecond Chariot, much in Foſephs way; 


be ſtill a Foſeph to the houſe of your bre- 


' thren ; let the Iſrael of God be dear unto . 


you 3 be a covering Cherub over them, and 
an. Advocate for them; they are a conſide- 
rable number !tn' the Land, yea, the moſt 
conſiderable in the Cenſus of Heaven. It was 
Fob's Honour, when he ſate chief, and dwelt . 


with Verſes as a K ing in the midſt of the Army, to com- 
fort the mourners, to be eyes to the blinde, 


cet to the lame, and a father to the poor, 
and your Excellency knows, it will be your 


Ihe 59. 6,7, advantage, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, 


to nndoe the heavie burdens, to let the op- 
preſſed go free, to break every yoke, &c. for 
then, ſhall your light break forth as the 


morning, and your health ſhall ſpring up 
ſpeedily : And your righteouſneſs ſhall go" 


before you, the gl! ory of the Lord ſhall be your 


: Kereward. 
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Freedome from Oppreſſion is a choice | 
mercie, and owned to-be ſuch by the poor, 
whoſe: fleſh hath been torn by that iron 
tooth ; but 'tis more eminentlie ſuch, upon 
fl ſoicicual account, and 1ſo- owned by the 
Lords people, whole ſoules have mourned, 
and whoſe-Conſciences have bled under for. - 
mer Impoſitions : a 'light burthen weighs 

heavy, when 'tis laid on weak ſhoulders, and 
a little yoke preſleth hard upon tender necks: 
Tendernels of ſpirit, when drawn forth un- 


to righe Object, is a:fruit of EleFing Grace, Col.z. 12. 


a precious Cement to ſtrengthen Communi- 
on of Saints, and paſt all peradventure, of 
rare uſe, and real neceſlity,, that Chriſtians 
of known integrity, and of different ws 
{wafjons, in lefler matters, may not be 1m 
ſed-upon, but protected. © The Goſpel (obs 
is a healing ſpirit, aſpiritof love and ten- 
derneſs. Jeſus Chriſt will own thoſe per- 
{ons in an honourable way, who carries his 
lambs itheir boſomes, that they may not 
become a prey to the Foxes ; and gently lead 
thoſe that are big with. young, according to 
Ge, SA method, and not- beyond the- 
b bounds, 
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"bounds of Goſpel-tenderneſs : but *tis not 
the minde of Chriſt, that fe educing Teſ abel 
ſhould be ſuffered, --- and *tis gravel in the 
teeth, yea, as a ſword in the bones, of many 
gracious ones, to hear men of undermining 
Principles, as to truth, and of debauched 
practiſes, as to holineſs, make uſe of names, 
honourable before God , and precious with 
good men, as a ſhelter to themſelves and 
blaſphemies : Czties of Refuge for ſuch of- 
fenders,are not ſet apart by God in his Iſrael, 
nor is bis Temple the a Sanfiuary for ſuch 
Delinquents. The Lord cauſe the falſe Pro- 
phet and the unclean Spirit to paſs ont of the 
Land, and ſhip them away to the Land: of 
S bitar: ; ſuperadde this to his many mercies ; 
that he may turn to us a pure Language, that 
we may ſerve him with one conſent, and that 
we may with one minte and one mouth.glori- 
e Godl, even the Father of onr Lord TFeſus 
Chriſt. The Lord make. your excellency 
eminently inſtrumental to repair* Zions 
breaches, and bleſs you ont of Zion, with 
peace and joy in your own ſpirit, and when 


Hears, wh xs age FOE out your own genera-' 


tion,, 
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tion according to his will, receive you up into 
heavenly Feruſalem, amongſt the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfe6. , 

I ſhall ſhur up this Addreſs ( Dear and 
Honoured ) with this one Requeſt, that you 
will accept the humble tender of real Re- 
ſpeGs in this ſmal bundle of goats hair ; was 
it better, I know no perſons in- the world, 
that can lay a fuller Challenge unto 1t, then 
you can 3 nor to whom I ſhould more readily 
offer it, then unto your ſelves: If in the per- 


uſal of this Treatiſe,you ſhall finde one ſpark. 


to encreaſe your warmth of ſpirit for heaven 
and holineſs, own the Lord in it, and let me 
.be but a poor ſheard, in which the coal is 
brought trom the hearth ; If any paſlage in 
it takes your {oules aſide, and gives thema 
review of. your Dangers and Deliverances, 
offering any : hint. to direct or incite you to 
thoſe Duties, which the Lord calls:for from 
bis ranſomed ones, | have my end ; my Ex- 
ipeQations terminate in Cods glory,and your 
iritual good and growth.” The Lord make 
you progreſſive in Greatneſs, bur more in 
Grace, that Religion, in thelife, and ſpirit, 
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And. power, may be cheriſhed in your hearts, | 
and houſes, that your praQiſes may be a Pa- 
raphraſe upon Pſalm 101. your families may 
be Eceleſra, Aula,Schola, as was the family of 
'George Prince of Anhalt, or like Cyrus his 
Cort, where, if a man choſe blind-fold, 
he could 'not miſs of: a:good man ; or like the 
- Family of your Noble Parents, whete many 
-were Profelited to the Faith, and ſome now 
alive,” do own that Providence, as happy, 
ahich planted them under their roof 3 That 
- your children may keep up ſincere Profefſi- 
on in your name and race,and that the Lord, 
who: bath often delivered you out of the 
mouth of the Lion, would deliver you out of 
every .ewil work, and would preſerve you 
amto his beaventy kingdome, that you may be 

preſented faultleſs before the preſs ence of his 
glory: , "with exceeding Joy, is the hearty 
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To the Ranſomed ones of the Lord, 

' With all that in every place call 
upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. | HS | 


Dear Friends : 


LW Hen, with my own people, I thank- | 
fully owned before the Lord, an : £ 
eminent Deliverance from an : 
imminent Danger, I then entred 
uppon this Diſcourſe, which was 
| ſuited to that Providence: And 
having often refleFed -upon that-ſignall :metcy, 
duely. conſidering the opportunities of doing 
and receiving, good, which: I have had, ſince 
that gracious reprieve from death, I have ſince 
drawn up my Meditations, . which. then were 
ſhort, ſuddain and confuſed, into a more en- 
- Larged, ordetly,and methodicall Treatiſe : Ido 
. not covet the applauſe, of. men,. nor court your 
Acceptance with ſtrains of wit, an affected Elo- 
quence, new lights put. into a. dark Lanthorne, 
_ or Seraphicall Notions, high. and. ſublimate; bur 
Preſent you with a. plain and practical Diſcourſs, 
. deliring to ſpeak from the hearr to the heart. 
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The Treatiſe 15 Tripartite, thereby reſembling 


the , heart , which 1s. Triangular z and. 'tis my 
fingle. defigne ,,,tq endeavour, that upon the 
points or corners of your hearts may be' engra- 
ven your Dangers , Deliverances , and Duties ; 
that ſo the mercies ef God, which are Records 


; of greateſt Import ,, may be preſerved with 


greateſt care, and you may be provoked to 
-act with greateſt Conſcience for God, 

We cannot look back upon Adam in his 
lapſed 'Eſtate, but we may ſee a deluge of 
wmth breaking in upon whole mankinde, at the 
breach of the firſt Covenant 3 we: cannot read 
over, our own D1aries, but we may read qur own 
"Dangers, drawn up in black Characters of our 
{1ns, as provoking God unto diſpleaſure againſt 
us, 'nay, the times that lately paſſed over us, 
preſented 'us 'with danger, from the ſword"of 
"men in the. heat of ' warr z and now are we' in 
:dayly hazards fromthe arrows of the Almighty, 
'm' various and violent diſtempets. . - | 
. Again, we cannot ſeriouſly ſtudy the Goſpel, 
Þut our great Denveranes rom wrath to come, 
-by the ©prectons bloud of .our Crucified Jeſus, 


©preſents it fel untq our view, nor. can; we con- 
- fiderately ſurvey our own Soules, but we may 


read the counterpane thereof, tranſcribed by the 


:EtErnal Spirit 5* nor own Experiences ,” but we 
"2n#y meet with large:Volumes of eminent Dehi- 


verances, perſonalland. Nationall,' wrought -for 
-us by the outſtretched. arme, of an Almighty 
Kod: Again, if we turn over thoſe holy leaves 
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to the - Reader. 


of the Scriptures of Truth, if we conſult the 
Experiences of Gods people in the Ages that 
are paſt, or ſeriouſly advife with our own ſpi- 
rits, when, in a right frame, we ſhall finde man 

Duties charged upon us,as our returnes to God, 
for our great Deliverances : The great God will 
not be a loſer by his mercies, he ex{pecteth ſome 
incomes into the bank of his glory 3 if he have 
it not from us , he will have it out upon us; If 
we do not give it, he will take 1t. Deliverances 
are a great Talent put into the hands of. men to 


trade withal for God ; They that lap up this 


T alent in a napkin by forgetfulneſs, or ſquander 
it away by nntakak eactings, heap guilt upon 
their own ſoules, and ſhall be ſure, at the 
reckoning day, to finde this ſin, as the I/>welites 
did an ounce of their golden calf, in all the 
rebukes of God upon them': The ſad Confide- 
ration whereof, -hath been, and is much upon 
my heart , and 'hath been a principall induce- 
ment, to thruſt- this Treatiſe- into the world.. 
which is not Polemical in the main intention of 
it, #2y Standard bearing this Motto, LOUE 
THE TRUTH AND-PEACE; norisit 
provoking ', I hope, to any , being the produ@ 
of that wiſdome., which is firsf pare, then peace- 
able, &c. ---' I have avoided all bitterneſs, 
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Zech. 3, lf 9. 


Tames 3s 7s - S 


that I might not ſtirr up any prejudice : my. 


knſineſs is to be a Remembrancerfromthe Lord, 
| unto you , and to provoke unto love and good 
works, as the genuine improvement of grace 

and mercy received, «. _ | Ys 
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T have not exattly methodiſed this Treatiſe, 
nor caſt it into the mould of the Title Page, 
but laid down all Sermon-wiſe , handling the | 
Saints Dangers and Deliverances in the Doctri- 
nall, and their Duties in; the Applicatory part - 
'of it 3 in, which, I have reſpect, as well to Spi- 
ritual, as to Temporal Dangers and Delive- 
rances,, and with reſpe& to all, as they ſtand 
in a perſonall or Relative capacity. 

FE will not- Cramber bis cofam dare, by Epi- 
tomizing in the Epiſtle, what is largely prefled 
in the body of the Diſcourſe: I ſhall therefore 
onely entreat you, to bewail before the Lord, 
that root which bringeth forth wormwood and 
gall amongſt us, that diſcontent and ſullenneſs 
of ſpirit, by means whereof God is not owned 
in, nor honoured. for-thoſe glorious vouchſafe- 


ments of mercy, which have been matter of © 


envie and aſtoniſhment in all-the Nations about 
us 3 that land-flood of corrupt Principles. and 
raiſes , which , like a ſwift and ſpreading 
Front hath laid a great part of the Nation 
under water ; that ſpirit.of bitterneſs and en- 
mity againſt Godlineſs in the power, and Reli- 
gion in the purity; of it 3 and thoſe ſad divili- 
ons about, which ſadly hinder the work of a- 
thorough Goſpel-Reformation,&c. all which are 
ſomre grapes, yea cluiters of Gomorrah, and not 

ſuch a Vintage, which the Lord might reafonabl 
exfpet from a people of ſuch rich mercies, ſuch 

. ſignal preſervations,and under theenjoyment of 
ſuch encouraging advantages as ours no. __ 0 
7 that 


to the Reader. 


O that your ſouls would mourn in, ſecret places 


for theſe things !. Othat you. were.ſv. afteted 
with them,. that. you would refuſe your. pleaſant 
bread! Ofthat you yould ſo reproye a carnal and 
careleſs Generation of men, . by your lively a&-. 
tings for God, that many, yea all, who 'have 
experienced the nies gd the Lord in emi- 
-nent : preſervations, may gloritte,, the name ,of 
the Lord. by, an Evangelical ;conyerſation,- that, 
ſo the preſence of ., God may ſtilk give us. ret, 
that our Engliſh Zion may be made .an Eternal 


. Fs 


Excellency, a joy of many generations,: that-our icy 59,1 5," 


walls ( through. the divine ,Cuſtadicncy:). ray. 
fill. be called, Salyetion and. our gates." praiſe. 
But though this ſpiritual: Lethargy be 1ncura». 


ble in many, yet be ye, (Oye; Ranſomed . ones 


of the Lord) awakened unto duty, aud let the. 
ſenſe of .mercy, in the eminent appearancesof* 


carry.you like wind; and tide, ſail jn,your 
Zeal PA his Glory 3 in order to which, 1 :thall- 
humbly offer theſe hints nnto. you, and Tentreat 
the people of my. own charge to take ſpecial 
notice of them, as, being mainly intended for 
them. EE Sr 
+7. Be frequent.in,your reveiws of thoſe, fea-. 
red dangers and avon ly diſtempers, thoſe. 
painful -fickneſſes and perplexing ſorrows, from 
which the: good Hand of, God. has fetcht youz, 
gather up your dangers and deliverances, .your 
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Godta your help, in the qajez;of d our diſtreſs, 
UL! 


preſſures and preſeryations, how the Lord has. 
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grauted you life. and favour, life with the coin- 
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Iob 10, 12, 


| 


forts of it tomake it ſweet and defireable, and 
his viſitation has preſerved your ſpirit; has ſe- 
cured your lives in the midſt of many dangers, 
which ſurely have been many from infancy to 


gray hairs; that fo you may viſite him in duty, 
| Who hath ſo often vifited you in mercy : there 


- are frequent viſites paſt betwixt friends: God is 


your beſt friend; account that day loſt, where- 
in you'do not viſit him and keep up fweet com- 
munion with him. It was a gallant ſpeech of a 


Marqueſs of brave man accurſed be that man, who values 


Vico, 


the wealth of the world worth one daies commus- 


Pfal. 34, 2,797 with God; and act up unto David's pattern, 


4+ 


Twill bJeſs the Lord at all times, &c. I ſought 
the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me out vs 
all my feares ,” Which were many and lay har 
upon him , when he changed his behaviour 
before. 4bizelech, and ated the part of a mad 
man, which; fo ſober a perſon as David, would 
not haye done, had not his fears been ſtrong and 
hisfaith weak. ERS | 

2. Get your Spirits tinctured with a deep 
ſenſe of that darkneſs which was upon you, 
when day firſt broke upon your ſouls, what de- 
ſperate courſes you were, engaged in, and out 
of what company the Lord' plackt you, with 
whom ye were folded, as thornes, before'con- 
verſion; own [the candud of that providence, 
whereby you have been led from Beth-haven «0 
Beth-EL, from profane placer mc ſocieties , Mm- 
to ſuch families, (uth fellowſhips, and Congre- 
gatians, where Religion has been owned, ow 
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ly-duties carefully obſerved, Sabbath-ſtrictnes 


advanced, the Word ſpiritually: diſpenſed; and 
holineſs has been contended for, whereby a ſave- 
ving change has been bronght. forth in-you, or: 
you have been more built up in faith and holi- 
neſs. Let the conſideration of-what you are, 
compared with what you have: been, be much 
upon your ſpirits, that you may with thankful- 
neſs adore the riches of that mercy, by which 
you have been differenced, as'to preſent grace, 
and hope of future glory , from the profane 
world. 3EST | | 

' 3. Keep.-up yout firſt love to Chriſt, and your 
firſt hatred to fin: Yonge converts have uſual- 
ly ſtrong affections : Thoſe finnes which.:have 
been Peccata in deliciis, which have had molt of 
| the heart, are moſt upon the conſcience, moſt 
in the confeſſion, moſt in the holy 'mournings, 
and are moft the abhorency of new Converts. 
Again, ſuch is their ſenſe of: differencing mer- 


cy, that they are all Love to God, and all Zeal - 


_ for his glory; you may read this in the. gallan- 
trie of the Epheſians ſpirit, 7 kwow thy. works; 


high ſtrain of Love ! the ſtream muſt needs be ,;,, 
ſtrong that turns all theſe wheeles 3 'it argues a Arras. 
gxeat force of affeftion, to draw out: the ſoul Har. 


into all theſe noble actings for Chriſt, but as a 
well-kindled fire abates in heat and light as the 
fuel waſtes 3 or as a paſſionate lover mg = 
7 C 2 | . that 


Apoc. 2-233, 
[ FRI3 1Mihi. ſane 
and thy labour, and thy patience, and how. than Auxentins | 
canſt not bear them which are evil (either paſſions **29*- 4- 
in thy ſoul, or perſons ithy ſociety) &c.. a7; 5 7 
quia 
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that-violent affection, when the oerſon beloved 


ihas been:fome-titie enjoyed; 'So it fareth with 


Mr. Trap, 
n loc. 


theſe; Epheþan Chriſtians, 'they left their firſt 
love, the.:loveof: their Eſponſals, and ſo became 
Apheſis, remiſs,and careleſs, poſſeſt with a ſpi- 
rit. of floth and indevotion: O let not this 
charg be drawn up iagainſt 'us, that the candle- 
ſtick may notitbe iremooved from us ! What at- 
tempts.have--been' made: to-un-church, un-fab- 
both,: and un-goſpel 'us, '-and:how ſignally the 
Lord has appeared, for us, you know ; O re- 
member that ſtrength of zeal, that warmth of 
{pirit., that height of love to: God, his truth, 
Wwaies , and. people, thoſe fighings.,'prayings, 
faſtings, fightings, @c./ that were amongſt us, 
when the:yoak was looſned from our necks,” and 
when a doore was:firſt opened unto. us for Reli- 
jon, and '/Reformation in the-long Parhament': 
Eabour therefore ta keepup: your firſt 'abhoren- 
cy. of ſin; and - your ''fiwſt affection to'Jeſus 


Chſti: 215 


Inq. Cheri 4 Uſe aſdovat/- oe: Quipeices 


nances : Remember. how ipretzons the word was 


. then unto you, when viſions weve ſcaree; how you 


bleſſed: God'for it, -and>rejoyced' in it, when 
you 147.:to and' fro t#' find it, how your feet 
ſtood in'the houſe of 'the Lord,” and you flew as 
Doves to their" windows, (wittly and” in ttocks, 
when Pulpits began to be: filled with zealous, 
ſpiritual, and-confcientious Preachers: Olet mot 
this Manna'loſe any of ifsweetneſs upon your 
taftes,now that you bave:it in-fomurb peace and 

| plenty 


to the Reader. 


. plenty : Bread, if wanting, 1s/called for, though 

the table be heaped with-diſhes.) ' The word:1s 

bread to all creature-comforts;.;'tls that which 

makes them noble and nouriſhing... O then be _- - 
often iz the galleries with the King, drink deep Cane. 7; 5. 
of his ſpiced wine, feed freely- of thoſe. dain- | 
ties, which, are prepared, /.and ſerved out 

by the Eternal Spirit : When you: here a Ser- / 
mon-bell, think you hear. a voice from heaven, 
calling you in the words of. Divine Herbert, 


Come hither all, whoſe taſte 
earl Is. your waſte Hiw 
., Save your coſt, and mend: your fare, 
God is here prepar'd and dreſt , 
| And the feaſt 


| God. in whom all dainties are, 


. You know. and lamentthenegligenee:of ſome; 

and the, wantonneſs of, others: thin Congrega+- 

tions and empty ſeats, is not the. ,complaint;.of 

a ſimple Miniſter, . Still defpre the pncere: milkjof 1 Per, 2. 2, 
the Word, that you \may grow thereby... Do Not : 
wean your ſelves fromthe. breaſt, whilſt: Fou "3 
are in, a.. growing eſtate, and never think you 
are paſt growth, nntil you be come to' a perfe# Ephieſ.4 154 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs EIN 
of Chrift, which: ſtate of perfection, \Qeripture \« 
and: your own.experience,: duly\conſulted with; 
will tell. you :,..is not. attainable-on this ſide | 
'5, Maintain an. evangelical; bratherly; love. 
Ge " amongſt 


"The Epiſtle | 

among\t your. ſelves 3; Love is the greate Goſ- 

pel Soder and Cement, a charadteriſtical note of 

Chriſt's Diſciples, without which, the higheſt 

Tac. 3; 14, Pretence to piety' and profeſſion is under cen- 

15,16, ſure by the Holy Ghoſt ; O how did Chriſti- 

ans cling together in times of trouble / What 

friendly entertainment. did Saints find in the 

- hearts and houſes eachof- other, 'when they were 

forced from their dwellings by an enraged ene- 

my? how did the old Primitive and puritane 

love begin to ſpring up and flouriſh in Ergland? 

And now, that we have no enemy to quarrel 

with, will you needs quarrel] one with another ? 

W hat an unſuitable return 1s this unto the God 

of Peace, for his aſtoniſhing mercies and pre- 

ſervations? Ah friends, well may the Lord 

take this ill from his people, after ſuch notable 
deliverances as ours bh been it was a good 

Live Willbof an Heathen Otinam inimicitie morta- 

les, amicitie immortales efſſent, and IT wiſh the 

ſame, thatyour friendſhips were immortal, your 

enmites- mortal., that your diſſentions like to 

Jonas his: Gourd, might die at the root in one 

night,/ and that Brotherly love might continue as 

Y a Tejle-tree and as ax Oake whoſe ſubſtance is in 

I Tob. 3-14. them. O then, preſerve this evidence for hea- 

verl. 18. yen un-blurred in your ſouls, that you may 

know, you -are paſſed from death unto life,” be- 

cauſe you love the Brethren - let love be without 

difſemulation 5 love not in word and in tongue one- 

ly, but in deed and in truth - it is eaſy to make 

them two, who were never truly one, to __ 
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them foes who were never truly friends, to keep 
them oft from being one bread, who were never 
one body.. And in cafe of difference., /e ave your 
gift at the Altar, not leave the Altar, that's 'not 
the mind of Chriſt, ad goe and reconcile your 
ſelves : There is a memorable ſtory of Ariſtippus 
ax Heathen, who went of his own accord to AXſchi- 
nes his enemy, ſaying, ſhall we not be reconciled, 
antil we become a Table-talk to all the Conntry? 
To whom #ſchines replied, that he would gladly 
be at peace with him; remember therefore ſaid 
Ariſtippms, that although 1 am the elder, and the 
better man, yet T ſong ht firſt anto thee, thou art 
indeed ſaid Aſchines a far better man: than T, 
for Tbegan the quarrel, and thou the veconcitiati- 
8: : O ſtand not upon pundilios, but goethon 
and do likewiſe, you know the ſad - fruits of 
contention, where a ſear-fire is, the: bels ring 
backward 3- So, where: this: fire breaks forth* in 
fellowſhip and fraternity,Religion is Retrograde; 
all things go: backward and ' run into diferder; 
Communion is broken, Prayer is hindred, mn- 
tual: edification neglected, Brotherly admoniti- 
on willnot be borne, the weak areoffended,:and 
the mouths of the wicked are -opened wide 111 
reproaches and calumnies. - PP 
6. Preſerve oneneſs in Judgment - beware' of 

dividing opinions and dividing in opimon 3c Ea- 
beur for ability in judgement, for rooting 11 


the faiths Tt'sa great honour tobe ſtanding Chris 
ſtians: in falling'times-: be much and ferious mw 

ſearching the Scriprures, much-afd-ferisns* in 
2, SIE) _ exams 
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Cant, 2, 8 


Jude 2. 


examining your grounds of profeſhion- : Look 
often to your foundation; be true to. your own 
experiences, and recede'not . from your. ,appro- 
ved principles follos the foot-ſteps of the flock, 
keep cloſe to the Sheapheard tents, conforme to 
the pureſt times, the moſt primitive and. Evan- 
gelical practiſes: do not haſtily leave the good 
old way : meddle not with thoſe that are given 
to changes in fundamentals, Doctrinal or Pra- 
Etical : Erroxr,\. as one fates, is a whirl-pool, firſt 
tarns. men round, and: then ſucks them in + He 
has no ſure ſtanding, who leaves the top ofthe 
hill. 7/ebins Agricola, the firſs Antinomian, 
at laſt turned Papiſt, How gradual has errour. 
been:amongſt us ? 'unto what a. monſtrous bulk 
is Hereſy. now grown, both as. to perſons and. 
opinions, which but a few years ſince was hard- 
ly viſible? now low did -ſome begin, who now 
are mounted upon the higheſt Pinacles ? O then, 


| ſtop the firſt leak, leaſt the: Ship be immerſed; 


quench:the fixft ſparks; leaſt-the maiſter-timber 
become a. flame ; -not  onely keep, but contend 
earneſily for the faith, which was; once delivered 
unto the Saints; we are the truſtees of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the treaſure that 1s committed to our 
truſt is very pretious, - above the vyaule of hea- 
ven and. earth, in the account of the great Tru- 
{ter 3. and that s ar obligation to. faithfulneſs, 
we are-mot to look onely to' our ſelves, but to pe» 
ferity, to that Do@Grine which is tranſmitted to 
them; one geweration teacheth another 5 ' and. as: 
we leave them Laws and the? National: privi- 
beer! | ledges; 
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ledges, ſo it would be ſad, if we ſhould not be as 
 carefull to leave them the Goſpel. O then, 4 
the Church is terrible as an army with banners, (0 
is ſhe beautifull, when ſhe marcheth orderly 
under the Standar&Royal of truth, and ſurely, 
if we remember , how we have rejoyced in the 
ſalvation of our God, and, in his name have ſet 
#þ our banners, when formidable. Armies were 
5 Sond up in great fury againſt us,we cannot bur 
charge blame upon our ſelves , if we ſhould for- 
ſake his Colours, and fly to the painted Pageants 
of the Prince of darkneſs. ER. | hh 
_ 7, Let not evil root in your hearts by the love | 
of money : Lay not up your treaſures upon earth, ( 
leſt they keep yaur hearts too much out of hea- 
ven 5 [tek not great things for your ſelves, with 
the neglect of greater 5 'Let wot friendſhip with 
the world, put you into a ſtate of enmity. with 
God :- Remember. what a friend God was unto 
you .in the midſt of your late ſtraits and dangers : 
How little a value you ſet upon your ſtocks 
and lands, your ſhops and trades, in the heat 
_ of the late dreadfull Warrs, how #hey that re- 
Joyced were as though they rejoiced not, they that 
bought," as though they poſſeſſed not 5, and' will 
you now doat upon the world, and put any truſt 
in dceitfull riches * What aj ſad preſage is 
this of another War ? what ablemiſh upon Pro- 
fefſours'?. what a _Reproach upon; Religion ? 
There is no fin ſo contrary to a true' Saint , as: 
earthly-mindedneſs, whoſe Converſation ought: 
to bein heaven, his inheritance lying there 3 O 
5% ob d then. 


ad. 
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then, raul away this reproach from youz be 
content with food and raiment, though none of 
the fineſt; time was, when you would have 
valued peace, and the Goſpel, aschaice mercies, 
though with courſe dreſs and Diet 3 make ſhift 
a while, ere long, you ſhall be cloathed with 
long white Robes,cleax aud fine,aud ſhall drink of 
that wine,which ſhall be ever new in the kingdome 
of your Father. | | 

8. Laftly, Be moſt intent upon the guatuor #0- 
viſſuma;the four laft thinges Let your thoughts be 
much fpent upon death,theſe dying times,by way 
_ of preparation,that it may come without a ſting 
and terrour to ou ; of Judgment,by way of pre- 
occupation, judging your fſelues here,that you may 
2206 be judged hereafter of Hell,by way of preven- 
tion, waiting for, and making ſure your Intereſt 
in Feſus, who will deliver you from mrath to come. 
And of heaven , by way of prelibation, taſting 
thepeace,joy and comfort of that bleſled Eſtate, 
tivingupon the foretaſtes of heaven 3, living up 
to the holineſs of it, and giving all diligence ts 
muke your Calling and EleGion ſure, that as the 
Eord hath given you. an earneſt of bis mercy, in 
temporal Profereatien , fo the Lord WAR ive 
you the ful 'Freaſures of his grace in ever abag 

Salvation. | 
FTo-ſhut up all, ( And indeed 'tis time );,, for 
according-to theRules of Architechuze, the: two: 
porches of it are much too big for the buildings) 
my witneſs is in heaven, that I covet not theap- 
plauſe of men, I am not carried on by a, popular 
| pirit, 


FRY 
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to the Reader. : 
ſpirit, ro make this publick 3 nor do I deſigne it 
to that end, which 4Abſalon did his pillar 5 The 2 Sam. 18, - 
Lord, 1 truſt, hath given me a name, better then ** 
of ſons and daughters; but that (/;ke Abel s faith) lfa.56.5. 
it may ſpeak when Lam dead: The Prophets, do Heb.2,4. 
they live for ever ? Alas! weare earthen veſſels, £*<b+1:4 
ſoon daſhed in pieces, every Age hath born ſad 
» witneſs to this, and none more then the preſent, 

wherein many honourable veſſels, that were ſan-' 

Fified , and made meet for the MaSters uſe , and 1 Tim,2-21, 
prepared unto every good work; are broken by 
the hand of heaven, as earthen pitchers, the work, Pry 
of the hands of the Potter; And therefore, I have 

pared ſome hours from my ordinary pains, and 
ſtudies, to prepare this Treatiſe That, when 
the Lord ſhall filence me by death, :that my voice 
ſhall no more be heard from the Pulpit , I may 
ſtill ſpeak to the people of God from the Preſs, 
who are a people lying near my heart, whoſe 
Stability in the Faith , Union in Love, Progreſs 
in holineſs, Growth in grace, and further ripen- 
ing for glory, is the hearty defire of an unworthy 
Miniſter of the Goſpel , who is yours and the 
Churches, ſervant in the Lords work, 


N. W, hitinge. 
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SPAN HE TE X 7 PRO bad) a1a- 
o| [XU . vs ©. Pages 132.3. 
SY Three 01/2 ervations raiſed, \ _ 
©  Obſervation'T. 'That the -8 aints' 
«ed "of God paſs through many dan- 
| ", Yyers in this life, + page 
FT. ike end the folly of carnal men,who boldly 
conclude from their preſent proſperoms eft ate, tha 
they are in Gods favonr, 
2.. This, meets with the miſtake of thoſe who 
think to ſail up unto beaven upon a calme ſea,  & 
2. This reproves thoſe tony-gronnd Profeſſowrs, 
who cait off Chrit when the Croſs appears, ib. 
Obſervation'2. * That the people of God. are 
| ometimes caſt upon Cort ye that all 
| "hope of deliverance are cut. off. from them, 7 
"x1: This calls for much thankfulneſs from thoſe 
Saints who have met with ſmile, and not Froxing; 
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2, This ſtirrs up the bowels of rejoycing Chriſti- 
ans to Ha their montahily brothier, 75 Ibid. 
 Obſerv. 3. That the appearances of the Lord are 
eminent and immediate; to the help of his 
people, in the day of their diſtreſs, 9 
Gen. 21. verſ,17, IB. 'iufiſted upon ir 5 parti- 
culays, | WW, 10,I1.,12. 
The truth evinced in 5 Conſiderations. 
Conſideration 1. ' 'God ſometimes leads his people 
into ſtraits, therefore he is engaged, in point 
of honour, to feteh them aff, 13,14 
Conſider. 2. Sometimes the Saints meet with 
hard meaſure from men, becauſe they are 

. Faithfull in that bu fre/* > which; i00ug- 
 » Manded them by God, t rear there's much 
Equity in it,that God'ſhauld ſtand by them, 15 
Conlid. 3. Tt is the great deſpgne ef Gee, ta 
. give real teſtimony of hjs hearty good-will 
unto his people, therefore he engageth high 
for them, in their greateſt ſtraits, _' 16,17 
Confid. 4. God will lay great Obligations upor 
his people, to love and truit bim, therefore he 
cammands deliverance. far them, 18 
Confjd. 5. 'The Lord will fruſtrate ll the hopes 
of the wicked, who look for the deftruGion of 
the righteous 5 therefore he comes in fully and 
ſeaſonably to their help, when their enemies 
ſay, God hath forſaken them, . _ 19,20. 
From theſe Conſiderations we may -traw 

_ . theſe Inferences by way of Information, 

I. That the Saints are & people of Geds ſpecial 
care. h 21,22. 

2, That 
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2. That the Saints are a people of Godly Noecial 
love. 23,24.,25 
Eccl.9.1.anſwered 71 5 particulars, 26,27,28,29 
3. Thaf the PF wnes of Saints are Ct cumſtan- 
tiated with higheft aggravations, 30,31,32 
4. That Infidelity, and diſpondency 0 of ſpirit 


in an evil day, is #l-becoming the Lords 

people. | 33343536- 

2. Some things are -e propounded by Pay of 
Cantzon. 


I, Take heed of raſhly cating your ſelves 
into danger , nnder the proteFion of this 
Do#rire. 2.08 

2. Beware of abupng this Dotrine by ſltghting 
lawfull meas LET preſervation , | when 

.., offered. © 39,40 
3. Take heed of hejidg too great &' _ 
upon a creature-hottome, 

4. - Beware of abuſtre providenciall Nay 
vations , by a negle# of thofe duties we 
owe to God, as onn returnes. for | gnall 
Mercies. 1Þ 444546247 

The third nfe of Exhortation, TW * 25 

I. To. fome particular perfons in diſtin@_. 


 eapacity. 49 5: 


I. To the Magitrates , who are Jtrewing 
I. To conſider the ont-Pretebings of- Gods 


arm for them Ibid. 
. 29-70 cOH _ what an homonr God, bath put 
pon the 50 


. How God hath been 4 hetter" anto them, 
when both their” perſons and their power 


were 
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were. ſtruck, at , and from hence exci- 

ted, ' 52,53 

I. To bring forth . Covenant-dutics, as 2 
return for:Covenant-mercies.  ,. ibid. 

2. To lay out themſelves in_the' ſwppreſſion 
of fin and wickedneſs, 54 

3. To countenance. and prote@ the good 
people of the Land, 


35 
2. To the Miniſtery3 who are deſired to conſider, 


I. Our ſhare int National preſervations, 56 
2.. The preſent freedome:we now enjoy, 57 
1b1 


3. What yoaks hath been upon ws. 
4. What oppoſitions we have met withall, bid. 


5. What ſhort Allowances ſome good Minilters 
have had for their great pains, 58 


... 6. How, not onuely Miniiters, but Miniſtery 


hath been ſhot at, b men of bold and on; 
ſpirits, 59,6 

.* Which Cori iderations do beſpeak, us from the 
wing Lord, 

1. To, FO PIE). Omer poor. Congregations , eſpeci- 
ally the un-converted in them, 62 
2. To be painful in all our callings, ibid. 
3. To carry it .with tenderneſs ,. one to- 
wards another, in _ of Smater mw | 
1 Ference,,' 

4. To preſs. after parity in De@rine, 3 


worſhipps, 64. 
5. To breathe after unity i in « judgonte and 
affeFions, | OS 


| 3. To Military men, ... 
1. To (con{ider their inexperience and: unchil- 


fulneſs 
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fu Ineſs 17 warlike matters, when the Warr 


firſt broke out, - 0-- 
2. To conſider how low their ſpirits were, at 
©" their firſt taking up armes, ibid. 
2. What Midianitiſh Armies, for multitude, 
they have encountred with, 67 
4. What perſonal preſervations they have hat 
. in the heat of war, ibid, 
5.:The great things which the Lord hath 
wronght for them, and by them, 68 
Hence theſe duties are commended, 
I. Not to ſacrifice to their own nets, 69 
2. To. own the Lords people who have owned 
them,  : 70 


3. To be humbled, for a#s of violence and in- 
Juſtice, permitted or praticed by them, 71 
4. To quicken up their firſt zeal for God, his 
©... truth, waies, miniſiry and people. ne 
* I Mariners ou _ trading men, - 
Pfal... 107. 23. . opened: and ad 
upon, 75370 
s. To the recovered. ones of the Nation : A 
the Lord hath braught off * from Tor L's 
ſickneſs, | 
1. That they would own with hankfulneſ pn 
mercies of the Lord. 
Conſi ren to quicken up to thenkfulneſs, 


1. The diſeaſe was Epidemical, ibid, 
GS Trfeized upon men Jnddenly, 80 
3. Tt-was "violent, ibid. 
4. It was weakening, ibid. 


5. It was languiſhing, | | <p 
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6. Tt was inevitable. ibid. 
7. Tt was mortall to many, in many 
laces. 02 

2. That they would make good their fick-bed 
thoughts and purpoſes, tbid, 


Hezekiahs caſe ſtated, and his example pro- 

'poxnded, 2 Chron.32.25. 83,84,85. 

3. That they would commune with their own 

'_ hearts , to finde out thoſe particular ſinnes, 

for which the Lord hath affii®ed them, 387 

| Severall ſimnes pointed at, as introducent 

of ſickneſs, | bid, 

4. That they would ——_ their lives 

auto the Lord , which they have received. 

' I. Pet, 4.2. opened in ſome Particulars, 38 

I. That the time of mans abode in the 

* fleſh is fixed and determined by the 

Lord, DANES ES Nd. 

2. That, Whileſt man- lives to the luSts of 

men, he lives not according to the lawes 

of his Creator, | 89 

-3. That he onely lives to the Lawes of his 

Creation , who lives wp to the will of 

God, | 90 
Three Concluſions drawn from As 13.36. 

I. That the bet and choiceſt Saints are not 


exempted from ſervice, 9T. 


2. That the great. God' commanas his ;ſer- 
wants, wot onely to work, but to the 
work of their Generation. © © bid. 


Quzſt. How ſhall we know the proper works 


of our generation £ 93 


Anſw. 


bi 


. 
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Anſw. In ſome particulars, 94.,95,96 
5. That they would get their hearts tin@ured 
with an awfull fear of God, | 97 
1. From the Conſideration of his Power, 98 
2. From the Conſideration of his Good- 
reſs, I De = 
3. From the Conſideration of his wrath 
uppon others, | | 1bid. 
Queſtion. Why ſhould the Saints fear 
' the wrath of God © 

Anſw. I. They ſee the provoking nature 
of fin, © | 
It, ſee the dreadfulneſs of Gods 
wrath. EO IT - tbid, 
3. They know that \they are not ex- 
empred from common calamities. 100 
6. Labour to make ſure of heaven. "268 

\ The ſecond part of the exhortation. 

I. iz a mix'd ſence, referring both to temporal 
and ſyiritual Preſervations, in ſome Par- 
ticalars. © | | © *  TO2 
'T. To perſwade the Lords people to aq * x 

id, 


memorialls of the Lords mercies, ! 


2. To communicate and impart them unto 


others, 103,104,105, 106 

Pfalme 66. enlarged npom : From whence 

#s obſerved, That 'tis a duty, by way of 

ſpecial incumbency, to commemorate and 

=, - tommunicate the vouchſafements of the 

Lord unto them, wy 1bid. 
Arguments, to perſwade to this Duty.” 

rt. It will bring a Saint into more heart- 

Ce 2 _ acquaintance 


ibid. 
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acquaintance with God, Þ 107,108,109. 

2. It will more draw out the heart in love unto 

God, IIO,1LL 

3. Tt will more ſtrengthen faith, 112,113. 

4. It 3s a notable friend to Religion, I 14 

Gen.35. opened in ſome Particulars, 1bid. 

.I. That Family-Reformation lies by way of 

ſpecial care and duty upon the Governours 

af *h 1 1 he.” II4,115 

2. That it hath a great tendency to the 

promoting. of Religion, when Maſter aud 

Family walk together inthe. wayes of 

God, WE. 115,117 

3. It adminiſters great hope of much good, 

when TInferiours obey, their Superiours 

command and. call to Religion, and fa- 

mily-Reformation. .. 128,119,120 

4. That great Deliverances lay great Obli- 

. gations upon. Governours to a@ high in 

+». perſonal and family-Reformation,121,122 

2. The pure ſpiritual part of the Exhortation 
ſpeaks in three particulars. 

I. It exhorts to make enquiry , whether you 


are delivered from wrath and miſery to come. 


by Jeſus Chriſt, E23 
I, To clear it up, that you are brought home 
to God, 124,125 

2. How , and when the Lord brought you 

' home to himſelf. £26,127 
2. To quicken up your hearts. . to In, 


in all heart-deadueſs, and damps of 
| ſpirit, ES: 128 
| : Cant, 


— 


ha 
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\_ \Canticles 5. 3,4, 5. Hol. 8.5, 7. i»ſiited 


--» - pen, 129,130,131,132,133,134,135,130- 
3. To be much in the ſenſe of Grace re- 
ceived. 137,130,139,140,141,142- 
Three Conſiderations to provoke unto thank- 
fulneſ's for grace received. 
Conlid. xt. The danger we were all expoſed unto 
by the breach of the firſt Covenant, + 143,144- 
From hence is inferred, That the neceſſity" of 
ſinfull man required , that Chriſt ſhould 
dye, 1 414 vb HG 
I. Becauſe man is under the firſt Covenant, 
as he. hath his ſtanding + in the firſt 
Adam, ) K;  tbid. 
' 2, Becauſe man ina ſtate of nature is under 
ſuch: weakneſs and impotency ,- which 
renders a.perfe@. .obedience unto the Law 
of works, impoſſable unto him, 145 
. Becauſe,as man' ſtands in the firit Adam, 
and in the firſt Covenant, he is a Childe 
of wrath, _- 1bid.346 
I. This ſhews the Saints , how little they 
are beholding to old Adam, for their 
ſpiritual comeforts and attainments,147 
2, This ſhews ws, That eternal life is the 
free gift of God by Feſus Christ,148,149 
Ten ſhart conſiderations to-provethis,150 
3. This confuteth that opinion, which ad- 
,vanceth corrupt nature into the throne, 
and makes it, at leaſt, co-partner with 
Chriſt, in the great work, of Sal- 
Vation. I5O 
| 4: This 
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| 4. This ſhews the dangerows eftate of -all 
_ : men, whileſt in a ſtate of ' nature and 
Hnregeneracy, "152,153 


Conſid. 2. Conſider, what ſad diſira@®ions the 


ſenſe of this danger. brought forth in you at 
gour firſt awakening, + 154,155 
Conlid. 3. Conſider, how welcome and unexſpeFed 
grace, and the good news of a Saviour were 
unto yon in thoſe bitter agonies,1b. 156,157, 
Hoſea 6. 1,2,3. opened, | 153,159 
From whence we may draw this Inference, 
That the ſence of recovering and relieving 
Grace, 3 of excellent advantage to a Chri- 


ſtian, I60 
The truth whereof 3s evinced in 3 particulars. 
' I. Tt makes him live beſt to God, ibid. 


2. It makes hims live beſt to himſelf, ibid. 
- 3. It makes hin live beſt to others, ibid. 
 . That he will live beſt to God, appears, 

I. Becanſe he will live moſt by faith upon 
God, | IGI 
2: becauſe bis heart will be drawn out 
more in love unto God, 162,163 
3. Becauſe he will live moSt in thankful- 
neſs anto God, 164,165 
Pialm. 103. 1,2,3. ſpoken to, tbid. 

4. Becauſe he will live moſt to the glory 


of God, *I66,167 
| 2. That he will live beſt to bonſatf is 
evinced, | I60,169, 


I. Becanſe he will live moſt off from ſin, 
1 Cor. 6.13,14, 15. urged. I70,I71 
| 2. Becauſe 
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— - ... 1<By encouraging young Converts,188,189 
2. By ſupporting weak believers, 190,191 
3. By way of comfort unto others, 192 

I. In the black day of Perſecution, in 
Three Particulars, 11d.193,194 
| 2, It 


2. Becanſe his heart will be more fixed 
for God, | I72,173 
Some Obſervations ſuiteable to our 
times drawn from EzeKk.34.5, 6. 174, 

175,176 

3. Becauſe he will live beſt to his own 

comfort. 1. In Prayer. 2. In Hear- 

ing. 3. In receiving the Sacra- 


ment, 177,178,179,180 
4. This will give him comefort in every: 
eitate, A. 181 


I. 112 breaking a ffli®ions from God,ib. 
2, In battering temptations from Sa- 


than, 192 
1 Pet. 5. 10, II. . opexed in five 
Particulars, | I03 
3. In the ſenſe of approaching deathin 
2 Partieulars, EE 184 


I. It prevents'a4 two-fold diſtemper, - 
an overmuch hoping for life, and ax 
overmuch fearing of death 185 

2, It fills I with raviſhing 
comefort, under the aſſurance of a 
bleſſed eternity. | 186 

3. A ſober and ſerious Conſideration of 
grace received , will make a Saint live 


beſt to others, 187 


/ 
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2. In the ſad hour of temptation, 1195 


Job ," 7. . ] p o 
3. In the dark day of ſpiritual diſſer- 
tion, . 199,200,201,202, 


4. In the bewailed want of the ſfirits 
witneſs to Sonſhip and  Adopti- 


on, SE _ 1þb.203,204,205 
4. By way of advancing Religion in the 
.. place where he lives, 206 


The $ aints are the beſt neighbours, 207 

I. In communicating to the outward wants 
of the poor, | thid. 

2, 17: procuring the bleſſings of God Hpomn 
the Families and places where they 
live, | 1bid. 
3. In diverting or-delaying of TJudge- 
ments impending, | 208 
4. In lengthening out the day of Gods 


Patience to the prophane world, 209 
5. In promoting the Converſton of their 
carnall neighbours. 210 


Conſiderations to ſtirr up Saints to endeavour 
.. the Converſion of ſinners, 211,112,213,214 
Conſid. 1. It 3s a matter of great well-pleaſing- 
. meſs unto God, a -"vy 
Conſid. 2. It is an honour to Feſws Chriſt, 216 
Confid. 3. The Providences of God which have 


gone over the Nation, C. | 10.217 
Conſid. 4. That we ought to do unto others What 
we would have others do unto ws, 218,219 


| Conlid. 5. That what your carnal neighbours are, 
you were, © 220 


Conſid, 


% ——_—_— 
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Conlid,.6, That. it #44 Pines 6f; GOD: wel Fric ied Bip 


to yaur ſelves, 291 

_ Lo. Th 16 48; bigh point, of ſpirit i good buf- 

' bandry, ibid. - 

2. Ih makes nnch Kek our.. perſonal 
| | ſafety, | thid. 
| — 3+. Jt Makes wach for your perſonal! com - 
5h ; ol for "N | 222 
-— 4. It-lages a good foundation for pote- 
ATE» a 223, 224 
wo he hath a tendency towards _ ener- 
** "Taſting comfort. © 225 
Prov.7.30.compared-with, Dani, 1243; 126. 
Stx poſitions laid down, -»\\ + - 127 


Conſid. 7... That bad. men are very. ative and 
' znduftrious to gain over others to their bad 


. Principles, and worſePradiſes, 229 
| Proverbs I. 1O, II. __ in Some. particu- 
| Fars 0 «729,230,231 


The 4: Kell e, by. way of comfort and ercou s- 
] ©. Yagement, in 4 caſes, 
1. When Church-affairs do meet -with-a dark and 
i gloomy day » ©. 23252335234 
2, When the Saints are ander fu ffevings For the 
' name, .aud in the canſe.of Chrisf,” © 2353236 E 
Some further ground: of comfort offerea. 227 
I. That God will ſtand by you in the day of your 
ſuffering, becauſe Jour ſufferings are pou you 5 | 
for God, ibid. PI 
| 2. That the ſpirits of all: the faithful will be'up 
I ine prayer. for you, ,. ,-.,*238,239 
| 3. That God doth many times ſo moderate and 
| rT f all ay, 
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allay the fury of men, that it extends not to 
the taking away of life, | 241, 242 
4. That your death will be life from the dead to 
_ others in a ſpirituall. ſenſe 243,244.,245,246 
5. That tis an honourable advancement to be 
frgled out by Chrift to ſuffer for him, 247,248 
3. When you are under ſore and ſharp temptations 


from the wicked one, 249,250 
I Cor. 1. 30, opened, 251,252,253,254. 
4. When you are under caitings down,from a fear 
of your eternall welfare, 255,256 


The laſt Uſe, of Reproof. 


I. The profane and carnal world are reproved in 


3 Particulars, 257 
I. For their uncharitable cenſuring of ſuffering 
Saints, tbid. 
2, For their unjuſt charge of hypocriſte upon 
, them, 258 
Job.8.6,7. opened, 259,260 


3. For that definitive ſentence,which they paſs 
upon ſuffering Saints, as though they were 
caſt of by God, | 261 
Iſa. 49. 14. opened, 262 
Jer. 37.20. opened, | _—o$ 

2. This reproves thoſe, who ſtrengthen themſelves 
with the arme of fleſh, and lean upon the crea- 

ture, when afflidions overtake them, 264,265 

3. This reprooves. thoſe, who will not wait the 

Lords time, but diſcover Impaciency, if helps 

come not at their own time, "72 

The evil fruits of impaciency,. $222 "LP 

I. Vnbelief, | 268 
BER | 2, Diſcontented 
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2. Diſcontented murmurings, | ' tbid. 
3. Uſe of unlawfull means, © 269 
Plalme 78. 41: opexed, * tbid. 


4. This drawes up a charge againſt thoſe that 
retain not a remembrance of the great mercies 
of God toward them, neither give him the glory 

of them, | 270 
Hoſea 13. 5,6. opened - 271 

5. Thoſe are reproved who do not live up to the 
ſignal preſervation they have received from the 
Lord. 272,273527 4. 
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"Tus SAINTS TREANGLE ©} 
of Dangers, Deliverances and Duties. G. 


ERTTR—_ 


| Text: PSALM 94. verl. 17. 
Þ - @uleſs the Lord had been my help, my ſoul had 
; almoſt |_ or quickly ] dwelt zn ſilence. Fug 


_— 


Ante 


JDODIDDeSH His Book of the Pſalmes hath been 
S Fo. honoured, ( and that defervedly.) 
$I with high Commendations by the 2 
G Antients,. being termed; Tbe Sorl's WW 
3 0 Q EQ QES Anatomy , The Law's Epitemie, T he. | 2 
+: 0 JJ BEADS Goſpels Index, a little Bible, The 
*S, SE Summary of both The Tejtaments,being 
ay & RD aliedged, or aliuded to, eighty four 
Nos SAND 13,5 07 thereabouts," in tht New Te- 
"IS; | ftament,” as one obſervethz*B 1iweet _ - 129 ene 
Field and Roſary of Promiſes, Precepts, Prediftions,, © 3 
Praiſes, Soliloquizs, &c. A Phy fick Garden, richly fiur - 5.27 80 
= = _ nilked wiiti-all torts of healing -plauts and Medici/ab ts >: {gets 
+ ERIE B * h e192" 55 451 
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2 | The Saints Triangle of 
herbs, ſuited to all the Spiritual diſtempers frail man 
is incident unto. The holy Pen-man ( being a perſon of 
choice ſpirit, and of large experiences ) meeterh- wich 

+ all the conditions of all the Saints in their ſtate of mi- 
|  Hitancy ; ſo thar, out of them, as out of a Storehouſe, 
every Saint - may meet with rich ſupply, ſuting his re- 

ſpe&ive condition, and his addreiles to God) ftill find- 

ing much of his own eftate in ſome Pſalme or other, as 

. though the ſpirit of God ſpake de ſe, & in re ſua, of him, 

and in his particular caſe, ( AS Athanaſius oblerveth Y 
containing the Chara@ers and Repreſentations of his 

thoughts, meditations, affe&ions, and workings of ſpirit 

towards God, towards man, towards himielf, through- 

An Evyitomy out all the changes of his Pilgrimage, in this prefenc 
of the Bivle; world: The Apoftle Fames, Chap.5. ver. 13. gives this 
ors-2 Jirtle genera] advice, -Is any afflied, let him pray, Is any merry, 
Bible, 38 7; ban ſing Pſartnes : Lo, here 15 the bread of mourners, 


Lieethe b:9 l 


and cordial waters for all finking ſpirits, yea choice ex- 
periences r0 (irengthen fainting” =. I0 in the day of their 
diſtreſs, more pleaſant then the pooles of Heſhbon, more glorious 
then the Tower of Lebanon, more redolent then the oyl of 
Aaron, and more fruftifying then the dew of Hermon, as 
one exprefſeth it; and amongſt many Pſalmes,though this - 
hath not the Title Michram of David affixed to it,to wit, 

WT A A golden Pſalme, or David's precious jewel, yet it is as the 

s firſt borne among many brethren ; from a very ſmall 
Parcel whereof, viz. verſ.17, we may confider :a double 


acknowledgment, IN 
Co i. Of imminent danger, (1. By the nearneſs of it. ©: 
| ſer forth 7 © UT. By the greatneſs of it. © 
a. 2. Of eminent Deliverance, 1. The reaſonableneſs. 
in two conſiderable < 7 of Help. 
Circumitances, -2. The ſufficiencie 


%;” Which Confiderations will appear to be very genuine, 
and to be the plain meaning - of the Prophet , if we 
take the Text in pieces, and examine each word apart., 

| 1, Except 


hearts ; here are healing potions forall hearc diſtempers,. ” 
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I» Except the Lord, or if the Lord had not fteod by 
me, ,and appeared in the very nick. of time, this 1mplieth 
the ſeaſonablenefs of help, the Lord uſually reſerving his 
hand fora dead lift, as that paſſage, Pſal.124. verſ.152.,3. 
Tf it had not been the Lord, who was on our ſide, now may 
Iſrael ſay, if it had #ot been the Lord who was 0# our ſide, 
when men roſe up again{t ws, then they had ſwallowed us up 
guick, : the word ic uſed, Pal, 119. verſ.92. Unleſs thy Law 
bad been my delight, I ſhould then have periſked in my a ffli= 
Hion; which was the Lantgrave of Heſſer's ſupport 3 
Melan&hon reporteth, that he told him at Dreſda, Thet 
it had been impoſſible for him to have borne up under the ma- 
nifold miſeries of his ſo long impriſonment, miti habuifſec 
conſolationem ex verbo divino in corde ſuo, 1f the Word 
of God had not brought in conſolation, into his heart. Joh. 
Manl. loc. comm. pag. 139. alledged by Mr. Trap. in 
Pſal. 119.92. 

2. Had been my help: the word figniflieth, not onely, 
Help, but ſummum & plenum auxilium, an belpfulneſs, or 
full help 3. the Hebrew hath a letter more then ordinarie, 
to encreaſe the fignification, as learned Mr. Leigh obſer- 
veth: There is the ſufficiency of help. 

3. My ſoul, i.e. my life, the word in the Heb. being 
often tranſlated /ife, of which the ſoul is the ſpring and 
fountain,as Fob 2.verſ.6. The Lord faith unto Sathan, Be- 
hold he is in thine hand, but ſave his life. I give thee full com- 
miſſion againſt the body of my righteous ſervant Fob, to 


fill it with diſeaſes and diftempers,(as he did it to purpoſe) 
E 


but not to take away his life: This argueth, the great- 
neſs of David's danger, his Life had dwelt in filence,that 
is, his life had been gone,and his dead corps had been laid 
in the grave; as. Pſal.115.verſ.17; The dead praiſe not thee, 
neither any that go down into ſilence; Hence the Latines call 
dead men, S2lentes, filent ones. 

4. Welaigh, or almoſt: The word ſignifieth, Alittle 
ſpace of time or place, as if he had ſaid, ſo near was: F 


-;. 4+ untodeath,that there was: but a minute, or hair*s breadttr 
i berwixt me and it; a parralel place, ( though upon a 
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ſpiritual account, ) you have, Prov.5 
in all evil, quaſi parum, or parum abfuit quit-- or with ine 


| Little of all evil : This ſheweth the nearneſs of the dan- 


er; ſo that the Palmiſt ſpeaketh after chis ſorc, If the 
- had not ſeaſonably and fully appearedto my help, 
ſo great and unavoidable was the danger, I was juſt 


-dro»ping into, I had been a dead man, and my dwelling 


7, Obſer- 


.,. Varion. 


Obi. 2. 


Obſ. 3. 


'  Do&rine 1, 


Malcolm: 
Mr. Brad- 


ford. 


had been in'ct . quiet and tenebrons clofſters of deach.. 


The Text cuus opened prelenceth you with theſe three 
Obſervations : 

I. That ihe ſaints Exodus to heaven is thr:ugh a red ſea, 
aud u wildern-ſs, | 

I. 7 hat ihe people of God ar» ſometimes cait upon ſrick 


fireights, that ſ-em to Cut off a! means of relief from them.. 


WII. 7hat the appearances of Gel ar» cminent, and imme= 
diate, to the reſcue «f his pepple in therr great-jt,,ireights, 


I ſhall ipeak to the cwo iſt bur ſparingly, and be more. - 


copious and enlarged on the lait, the projecurion where- 
of is mainly intended : And take up the former in the 
Applicatory part of this Do&rine, 


That the Saints of God do meet with many dangers, and 


much adverſity in this life... 

Their Exodus to heaven zs through a rel Sea, and a wil- 
derneſs. Pla). 34. ver.19. Many are the troubles of the righte-. 
ow ; The Account of their ſufferings rifech very high, 
the groſs {mam of their affliion 1s very great.: Iſa, 43. 


verl.2. they mu; paſs to their Lund -f rejt through fire nd. 
through water. As 14. v.22. We muſt through much tribu= 


lation enter into the kingdome of God : Plana via ad patriam 
exleſtem ejt Crux. The readic way to heaven i the Croſ.-way., 
If there be any way to heaven 1 borſe-back,, ſurely this is the 
way, faith thac bleſſed Martyr, Ihe ftones were not ſet 


inro Solomoy*s Templeuntill hewen, neicher is the corne 


laid up in the garner, untill the tlail hath paſſed upon it. 
Fleſt-pleating tormaliits rake up a d-licate Profeilion, 
thinking co divide becwixt Chrift and his Cro:s, coalting 
abour in their wilde and roaving thoughts to finde out a 


way chat will brug chem co the Crown, and yet baulk: 


the 


. verſ.14. I was almoſt 
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the Croſs; but alas, their miſtake wilt one day ſadden 
their hearts when they ſhall read their preſent folly, in 
their fature diſappointment : Thoſe whom Fobn ſaw in 
the vijfion of the Spirit, Ap9c.7. ver.14. cloathed with long 
white rob-s, handing before the throne of God, and of the 
Lami, are ſcidio come forth of great tribulation ; implying, 
they dad bren in great affliction, they had all their ſhare 
of breaking Oppretſions :« This 18 a trutk :qonfirmed by 
the joint Teliyuonies of all ages, and hanatd down to 
us, wri: in the bloud of many precious Sames. 

1. Then they that argue the certaintie of future ble(- 
ſedne(s, from their pretent worldly happineſs, and con- 
clucle that God loveth them, becauwte they abound in 
thoſe things which are beioved by them, do reckon 
without their Hoſt, and mutt one day ( tore againſt cheir 
wills ) be conſtraine1 to reckon again : The Kich man 


- Luke 16. found it ocherwiſe, He was clothed with purple 


1d fine linnen, ( then which the beſt wore no better, } 
and fared ſumptuouſly every day, ( every day was a gaudie 
day ro him) iecond and third courtes ſerved to his table; 
yet verſe 22,23. Tis Kich man dicth, was buried, and turned 
ento hell, where he had miſery wichout merey, ſorrow 
withour ſuccour, pain without pleafure, he drazk of the 
wine of Gods wrath without mixture, Apoc.14. ver.io. had 


judgement wichout mercy:On that all crucl Opprefſours, . 


and hard hearted Miſers could conſider this in time,that 
ſuffer many a poor Lazar to tarve at their gates! Oh! 
the time 1s drawing nigh, when they ſhall be ſnatch*d 
from their full bowles, and full barnes, from their heaps, 
and cheir hoards, and ſhall be cumbled into hell, from 
whence they may. fee.deſpiſed Lazar«s above in the bg» 
ſome of 4:r:++am. Think of chac nnmerciful Courcier, Chtje 
ftepher Laniſale,who ſuffered a poor Lazer to die in a diich by 
hit: »An1 he him(elf (ty the Jus hand of God ) dyed iN & ditch 
alſo. God ſomecimes payerld unmercafutl men in their 
own coyn., amongtt whom the: depopulating enciofer 
leads the Van, 1iz.5. $,9,10. Hence, they are aflee», who 


dream of an carchly Paradiſe, or an eafie Religion, as a MiC2, 3+: 
"Y; Bog --- cans 
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meanes to arrive at that heavenly one, and fancy a Pro- 
_ feffion without perſecution 3. 4 roſe wit»out prick/es, and 4 
7 % lilly without thornes; Saint Paul ſayech otherwiſe, Rom. $8. 
e- verſ.1$. I reckon, that the ſufferings of thi preſent time,con- 
cluding the preſent time to be a time of ſuttering, and 
that all the day long, ver. 36. the whole courle of a 
Chriſtian's life is but a {laughter time ; or the. whole day 
of the Goſpel may be termed a {laughter day : 1 Dio» 
clelian*s time, 17000 Chriſtians were ſlain in the ſpace of one 
moneth : Tt the Pariſian Maſſacre 30000,74 as little ſpace ; and 
within the year 300000,45 hath been computed : And how titly 
doth that ſad ſtory of the Chriſtians of Calabria agree 
with this paſſage of the Apoſtle; for being thruſt up into 
one houſe together, as into a ſheepfold, the exccutioner 
cometh in, and taketh one after another, leading them 
Afts and £23 larger place, where he cutteth their throats, with 
Monuments, bis butchers knife, untill he had ſlaughtered them all, to 
fol. 85g, the number of Eightie eight perſons, even as the butcher 
prepareth meat for the fhambles. 

3 3. Hence then, they are below the name, at leaſt, have 
not the magnanimous, the great mindes and gallantry 
of Chriſtians,who caſt of Chriſt when the Croſs appearethz 
that not onely throw off their cloaks, but their coats 

; alſo, when the ſun of perſecution beginneth to ſcorch 
them: and they alſo are blameworthy, who diſcover a 
whining. and pettiſh ſpirit under afliions, crying out 
with Barycb. ; Jones. my Wo i me now, for the Lord 
hath added grief to my ſorrow, I fainted in my ſighing, and 
finde no reſt; as though all was loſt when the yoke 
prefſeth heavie upon them ; whereas, that one Contide- 
ration,Lam.3.ver.39.may ſtopthe mouth for ever, Where- 
fore doth living man complain? a poor clod of clay ? alive, 
on this fide the grave, and- Hell, and complain ? and 
quarrel with God? what equity is there in his complaints? 

| what reaſon hath man to murmur? when as man is puniſhed 
53, Eg for his finues? Man that complaineth is guilty of many 
gee finnes,the wages whereof is death ; nay, afflicted manwho 
$-— = -- eihghteneth his ſufferings, was ever grief like mine ?_did 
ever 
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ever any meet with ſuch Croſſes, diſappointments, hard 
ſpeeches and hard dealings, as I meer withall? Oh ! this 
man that complaineth now on earth, might ere now have 
cryed out in Hell: He that weepeth on earth, might 
long ſince have wailed in hell; and he that gnaſheth his 
'* teeth againit God for his preſent ſufferings, might have 
had gnaſhing of teeth in endleſs andeafleſs torments 3 Oh 
L's then! Wherefore doth living man complain? Oh! this is a 
/* quieting Conſideration, to keep down all impatient ri- 
ſmgs of heart againſt God, in a'day of diſtreſs, and will 
| lead out the ſpirit to ſubmit unto, and truſt God, in 
the greateſt ftreights : For, as it followes, in the 
ſecond head of Dodrine, | : 
The Saints of God do ſometimes meet with ſuch diſtreſſes, Doarine 2. 
that cut off all hopes of deliverance from man: Reaſon is 
at a ftand, heart and fleſh fail; carnal policy is at a loſs; 
all proud helpers ſtoop in vain: yea, Faith it ſelf begin- 
| neth to flagge, Thus Ger.21. verſ. 14, 15, 16. Hagar with 
| her ſonne, are caſt out of Abrebam's family, and are now 
ina wilderneſs, a place inhabited onely by wilde beaſts; 
their ftock of provijion ſpent, and no ſupplies to be had ; 
What then? what .courſs will Hagar take ? why the 
layeth down her beloved boy undera buſh; And what 
E then ? ſhe geeth a diſtance from him, not being able co 
| bear his dying groanes, and cryes;' and having emptyed 
her bottle of water, ſhe ſeeketh to emptie her moaning 
heart by teares;z ſeeing nothing but the death of her 
Sonne, as knowing no way to prevent it !.a great diftreſs! 
a fad ftreight ! bur not her caſe alone : Many of che Saints 
of God have come ro the emptying of their bottles, to 
caſcs of utmoſt extremitiez a parrale] caſe was that of 
the poor widow, 1 Kings 17. verſ. 12. her whole ſtore 
was ſpent, and markets. fthut up, as co new fupplics, 4 
handful of meal in the barrel, and a little oy! in the Cruſe, 
was her whole livelihood, and ſhe is now gathering a 
handfull of fticks, to bake one cake for her ſelf and her 
Sonne; and what will ſhe do when that cake ts caten ? 


did {he ſee relief coming ſome other way ? no, theſe "ow 
| | er 
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2, 


her thoughts, ſhe and her ſonne would eat that cake and: 


dic: Ic were eafie to multiply prelidencies of this. kinde 
upon both accounts, remporall and ſpiricuall; ftreights 
ot bodie and preſſures of {ſpirit have been matter of the 
Saints complaint. _—_- 

1, Oh then ! thou that art a ſervant of the Lord, 
who haſt nor been brought into theſe ſtreights ; upon 
whom ſuch a day of diſtreſs hath not been, but findeſt 
the incomes of the ſpirit, doſt rake in comfort from the 
promiſes, walkeſt in the light of God's countenance, 
and haſt the candle of the Lord ſhining upon thy Taber- 
nacle, as 1 Kings 1.6. That haſt been the Lords Adonijah ? 
Oh ! charge it home by the way of thanktulne(s upon 
thy heart, that the Lord ſhould lead thee unto the land 
of reſt, and not by the way of the wildernet+, 

2. Le thy bowels yearn toward the diſtreiſed of the 
Lord: pity them, pray for them, and adnuinifter ſea- 
ſonable ſupplies of comfort to them; conſidering thy 
ſelf as being in the body; eſpecially let thy heart go out 
in tender compaſſions towards the atflifed in ſpirit, to 


thoſe who are brought into ſou] ſtreights, whoſe caſe . 


runneth parallcl wich that of Heman, Pſal.$5. ver. 3. My 
ſoul 3s full of troubles, is ſatiated with evills, hath ics fill, 
is brimmd up, yea, running aver, and theſe fo preſſing, 
that my life draweth nigh to the grave, and then, verſ. $. 
T am ſhut up, IT am a priſonzr, under reftraint ; I, but it-is 
libera cujtodir, he may go forth with his keeper ; no, I cannot 
go forth, Qh ! tis a ſad thing io be a cloſe Priſoner, to 
be ſo ſhiic up that he cannot ſteppe one foo: beyond the 
grate, iO take any contentment in the creature, any de- 


_-hight.in - outward enjoyments, or any comforts in rela= 


tions; Ah, but Hemen's caſe is far (adder, he is ſo ſhut 
up that his ſpirit cannot go forth in prayer, to fetch in 
comfort from the Promiſes, nor healing from the 
Spirit, nor life from Jefus Chrift, nor pardoning mercy 
from the God and Father of mercies : nor-evidence of 
Electing love, nor afſurance of Redecming grace, nar 


demonſtrations of Adopcing grace ;* nay, nor ſatisfying | 
> and 
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and ſoul-quieting conclufions of truth of grace, but free 
among the dead , like the ſlain in the' grave, whom God 
remembr-th uo more; Dead to duty , ;deadin duty, dead 
from dury; ſpirit dead, and heart dead, affe&tions dead, 
defires dead, comforts dead, hope dead , faith dead, yea 
all dead: Oh! this is ſad above what words can expreſs, 
onely the heart knoweth its own bitterneſs : yet this day 
of diſtreſs hath been upon many precious Saints : Oh! 
then draw forth the breaſts of conſolation to ſuch ſad 
ſouls, Stay them with flaggons, Comfort them with apples : 
And let this give you incouraging hopes of ſucceſs in all 
your applications, that the appearances of God are 


eminent, and immediate in the day of his peoples 


greateſt diſtreſs, which 1s the main point I pitch upon, as 
being the chief ſcope of the Text. 

DoR.3. The Lord comes in often with ſeaſonakle and. ſuite 

able mercies in times of greateſt miſeries. 

He loveth to be ſeen on the” Mount ; to be a preſent 
help in the needful time of crouble, to help when none 
elſe can help; when refuge faileth,and hope is nowat the 
giving up the ghoſt. Sce that Gew. 21,verl.17, 18. When 


- Hagars fears were higheſt, and her faith loweſt ( as too 


on 


-' 


k 


oft is ſeen, that when fear is up then faith is down) when 
death was coming, and life going , when the water was 
ſpent, her parience ſpent, and all ſpent; when ſhe had re- 
ceived the ſentence of death within. her ſelf, for her 
ſelf, atleaſt for her ſon , whom ſhe had given up for a 
dead childe : Then, then God heard the voyce of the 
lad, and calleth unto her , and biddeth her lifc np the 
lad, yea her own faith and hope, andfpirit , (for there 
was all univerſal finking in her ) andcelleth her he will 
make hima great Nation; as if he had ſaid, Fear not the 
life of the lad, for there are many lives bound up in his 
life; if Tſhoald lec him periſh, I ſhould loſe a Nation, yea 
a great Nation ; and that diſtruſiful thoughts might not 
ariſe in her heart , God openeth her eyes, and ſhe ſaw 
a Well of water, and gave the lad drink .: Let us picch 
down a lictle upon this Quotation, for it is a 
2 C place 
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place of pledſant ſprings, * and draw theſe Obſervati- 
ONS. 

I. That the goodneſs of God ws a ſpringing fountain unts 
the Saints, evenin a wilderneſs, Pſa/,107.35. There-is al- 
wayes water in this fountain, Pſal.36.verſ.9.' With tbee is 
the fountain of life; Thereare (ſprings of providence,and 
ſprings of promiſes, both which do ſend forch refreſhing 
ſtreams unto the Saints : Therefare alwayes ſupplies in 
th: Lords ftore-honſe, freth cordials in the Lords cloſet ; 
yea, he can and will create deliverances for his 7acobs, 
though Hagar was at « loſs, yet God was not, though 
. the ground was dry to her,yet God can bring up prings 
of waterthrough the fecret veynes of the parched earth: 
Oh ! thereis much ſupport in this, duely to improve the 
Omnipotency a:i& Al-ſufficiency of God? 

2. That the Saints themſelves ſometimes have their eyes ſo 
put up, that they cannot ſee theſe prings of grodneſs; Some= 
crimes the heads of theſe ſprings lye. fo deep and low, 
that they arenot yifþle, either in promiſes bw PIpt 
' denices : Nay, when they are open and run, yet in ſome 
caſes, the Saints gyesare cloſed , that they cannot ſee 
them; ail ſeemeth to be dry ground to them : Indeed 
theſe fountains are ſhut up to the unbeleeving world, al- 
wayes ſcaled to the wicked ; ſogreat a ſtone is roiled þ 
an Almighty arm upon the mouth of this Well; that all 
the firength of nature cannot remove it, to dip a 
bucket in it; but to the faithful it is alwayes open, they 
need no Facob to roll it away. Sec that Zach. 13. verſ.1. 
A fourntam opened to the houſe of David for fin , and for un- 
cleanneſs, This great Goſpel fountain, the blood of Je- 
ſus, is open to beleevers, to them that dwell ar Feruſalewe 
in the Spirit , not in the letter of profeſſion. Now if chis 
great Fountain be open , which feedech all the lefler 
ſprings, referring to the bloo:l of thei Lord Jeſus, then 
ſure no lefſer ſprings ſhall be ſhut upto them : He x the. 
fountain of Gardens , the Well of living waters , Cant.4. 
verſ.15. Whata precious priviledge is this, to haveall 
Goſpel-ſprings open unto us? yet here is —_— 

an 
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and it is very-great , though the ſprings be ,open , our 
eyes are ſometimes {hut; now what is a ſpring of water 


to a thirſty traveller,if he ſee it not ? But you will fay,. 


Mow ſhall the-Saints get their eyes opened? 

3 God alone openeth the oyes of his people, that they may ſee 
theſe open Fountains, that they may bebuld theſe ftreams from 
Lebanon : Hagar ſaw not the fomitain, neither could ſhe, 
untill God opened hertyes; He that opened the beart of 
Lydia, AQ.16.verſ.14. opened Hagars eyes ; Jeſus Chritt 
who hath the Key of David, can onely open and fhat 
eyes by his anointing Spirit, Apoc.3, verſ.18, This istrue 
mn the firit work of converſion, Ad&.26.ver(.18. So alſo.m 
the paſſage of after comforts, 2 King.6.17- The Lord ope-= 
ned the eyes of the young man that he ſaw , and behold, the 
mountain was full of horſes and chariots of fire round about 
Eliſha : The providences and prote&ions of God , do 
circumvallate and encompaſs the faithfnl; Hi: Angels ei 
camp round about them; yet the Lord muſt open their 
eyes, elſe they cannot behold them : A truth falling in 
with our own experience; how many amongſt us, ſaw 


. not that wall of fire which hath been round abour us? 


nor thoſe Chariots of fire which heve been fo emi- 
_ a prote&ion unto us, 1n times of greateſt danger ? 

ut, | 
4. God will open the eyes of his people , to behold theſe 
firings of mercy , when they (tand 1n moſt need of them : 
What had it been to Hagar if hereycs had been opened 
to have ſeen many Wells of water when ſhewas in Abra- 
hams/family ? or 1f ſhe had been inaland of fountains ? 
but to be in a wilderneſs in a land of drought; to have 
the water in the bottleſpent, and knew not where to fill 
It, nor how to keep her ladalivewithout ſupplies of wa- 
ter; and then in this ſtreight, to-have her eyes opened ro 
ſee, not a little waterin a pitcher-to fillkher bottle once 
with, and no more; but toſee a Well, a fpring:of water, 
where ſhe might have conftant ſnpplies : Oh! this was a 
fcaſonable, and therefore a welcome mercy to her ; this 
was life to her If, her ſon, andto her -hopes of after 
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ſafety; Oh-this is marvellous ſweet , and an excellent 


means to get. up the heart in ſinking times and conditi- 
Ons. 

6. Her eyes are opened, ſhee ſeeth the Well : 
What doth ſhe now do? why ſhe obeyeth the voyce 
of che Lord in filling her bottle with water, and givin 
the lad drink ; this teacheth us, That it xs the duty of God: 
peopleT; lay hold .n offers of mercy from the Lord; to cloſe in 
with, to own, and improve, the providentral diſpenſati- 
ons of - Gol tor good unto rhemſeclves : What, is the ina 
wilderncfs ? her bottle-ſtore ſpent, a fountain opened, 
and her eyes opened, and doth ſhe fit ſtil] ? is the fullen, 
or is ſhe pettiſh, becauſe ſupplies came not her own way, 


- or at her own time ? will fhe not dip.{her bottle in the 


fountain, becauſe it arifeth in this, . and not in that plat 


of ground ? doth ſhe ftand upon ſuch niceties ? no, no, 


but preſently fhe fnatcheth .up her bottle , and goeth to 
fill ic: A commendable praftice ! Oh ! what we ſee her 
do, do we likewiſe; in all our ſtreights, let us haſte to the 
Throne of grace, and when mercy is offered, help ſea- 
ſonably tendered, let us imbrace it, and 1mprove it;zwhen 
Chrift opened that fountain of grace,thewing the wounds 
in his hands, and in his fide ro Thomas, preſencly he run=- 
neth tothe fountain,and dippeth his bucket in the Well, 
ating faith by a perſonal application , My Lord, and my 
God, Joh.z0.verſ.28. So when the Lord openeth his Mer- 
cy-fountains tous, andoureyes to lee them, letus not 
onely fip a little , buc fill our buckets, yea brim our 
bottles, drawing with joy and thankfulneſs of heart water 
out of thoſe Wells of ſalvation, Tſa.12.verf.3. not quar- 


relling with men or means, but owning. the goodneſs of 


theLord, in the ſeaſonableneſs and fulneſs of our di- 


_ ſtreſs. What, ſhould . I . mention the Angels ſtaying 


Abrahams hand, when ic was lifted up to ſlay his beloved 
Iſaac? What, ſhould I name Facob's Mabanaim, the Hoſt 
of God which appearedto him , -when he feared his bro- 


ther Eſau, leſt he ſhould flay the mother with her chil- 


dren ? or Foſeph in the pit, orin the priſon? or Tſrae/ av 
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the red Sea ? what ſhould I ſay more? the time would 
fail me, if I ſhould reckon up, what the Holy Ghoſt hath 
recorded of this kinde : How often may the ſaints, and 
how many of them may truly ſpeak the words of my 
Text ? Unleſs the Lord had been my help, my ſoul bad almoſt 
dwelt in ſilence: but God appeared, relief came, and 
deliverance was ſent from _= Lord, in the very nick of 
time: Oh! if God had deferred his help for one hour, 
nay one minute, nay leſs then one minnte, (if time 
could be parcel'd out into aleſſer moment ) I had been 
undone,-life and all had been loft. But you will ſay, 
what moveth the Lord to this full and ſeaſonable appea- 
rance, for his people in their greateſt ſtreights? I 
anſwer, 

Reaſon 1. Becauſe God ſometimes leadeth his people into 
ftreights, therefore it i for bis honour to fetch them out again - 
Some Commanders have been very bold and forwar\l to 
lead an Army on, but have had little care and skill to 
bring chem off, by - means whereof many thouſands 
have been lain in ſome deſperate affaults : but the Lord 
of hoſts will not do thus, he will not fall back with his 
reſerves and ſuffer his Vriabs to periſh by the ſword of 
the children of Ammon ; he will bring off with ſafety, 


when he putteth his own people upon danger: The Lord Ex94.15.3. 


is a tan of war, the Lord is his name ; He knoweth the 
ſtratagems and poſtures of warre, and like a brave Com- 
mander ftandeth upon his honour, and therefore will 
bring off where he. leadeth on : Abraham had expreſs 
order from Fehovah, to offer up his ſon Tſaac, and we 
ſee how the Lord ſtepped in berwixe the cup and the lip, 
as it were, and biddeth him hold his hand, when it was 
now lifced up to ſlay his Son, Gen. chap. 22. Therefore 
Abraham called the name of that place Fehovah-iireh, 
The Lord will ſee, or the - Lord will provide, ver. 14, Moſes 
and che children of Iſrael received orders from the Lord 
of Hoſts for their march out of Egypt, and had their 
way and quarters afſigned by him, Exod. 14: verſ.1.2. The 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes ſaying,ſpeak unto the children of "_ 
BIKE | C3 that 
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that they turn and encamp before Pe-hahiroth, betw-en Migdol 
i and the ſea, over againſt the Sea, over againſt Baal-zephon, 
BN before it ſhall ye encamp by the Sea; What could be more 
expreſs then this ? well, what followeth ? why, Pbarack 
with all his hoſt purſues them, and having got them up 

into this cramp, maketh no doubt but the day is his 

own : and well he might, for if we view the ground, we 

thall finde them thruſt up into a narrow room, and in 

very (ad ſtreights : if they look before them, and think 

to fave themſelves by flight, theſea is there, and they 

have neither bridg nor boats 'to paſs over it; if they 

think to wheel on the right hand, high mountains are 

a baracado againſt them ; if they chink ro ſteal away on 

the left hand, that cannot be done, for they nmſt cllmbe 

up high and plain hills, which will give the enemy a full 

poenen: of them : if they think to retreat, and to flip 

Mr. Byy= back into Egypt by ſome ſecret way, that they cannot do, 
roughs becauſe Pharaoh's Army, is betwixt chem and Egypt, fo 
notes upon” that they muſt march through the head-quarters of the 
Hoſ.2-p.30 enemy, if they attempt that : nay,ro add weight to all, 
they were before Baal-zephon, the God of watching, an 
Idol which the Egypeians had high exſpe&ations from, 
being ſet at the mouth of thoſe mountains before Pe-ha- 
hirotb, to watch the paſſage, that none might eſcape 
without a paisport out of Egypt: Here Pharaoh over- 
took them, verſ. 9, Theſe were their ftreights; and *tis 
plain God brought them into thoſe ſtreights ; but what ? 
doth God leave them in the lurch ? no, God will fave 
them by a miracle, he will make a way in'the deep for 
them-: As they marched between monntains of 'earth 
L-fore, ſo they ſhall march between mountains of water 
now; and they who feared that their encmiesWwonld dig 
graves for them in the wilderneſs, do new ftand'upon 
drie ground, and behold the whole hofte of Egypr buried 
under two huge mountaines of water ; ver.28. and all 
this the Lord” of hoſts did, to maintain his honour it 
point of faithfulneſs ro his people, and to evidence his 
power in point of omnipoteney upon their enemies, as 
Moſes 
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Moſes upon another: occation argueth it out with the 
Lord. Numb.14. verſ.15.16. If thou ſhalt kjll all this pe: ple 
* one man, then the nations which have heard of the fame of 
thee, will ſpeak, ſaying, becauſe the Lard was not able to bring 
this people into the land, which he ſware unto them, therefore 
hatb he ſlain them in the wilderneſs : An high impeachment 
againſt God, in reſpeC& both of power and faithfulneſs ; 
a charge very diſhonourable to the Lord: and therefore 
the Lord bringeth them off, at leaſt the —_ and obe- 
dient ones, with honour and fſafery, from all thoſe haz- 
zards he had led them into. Hence the Prophet David 
ſpeaketh in the perſon of the Church, Pſal. 66. verl. 9,10, 
TI,12. 

Rea.2.Becauſe ſometimes the ſervants of the Lord meet with 
troubles in the world, for their love to God, and management 
of the Lords werk,; They (peed ul with men for their 
good will to God; and are ſufferers from men, becauſe 
they will not ffnne againſt God ; therefore it is that the 
Lord eſpouſeth their quarrel and taketh part wich them : 
This was the caſe of the three Jewiſh worthies, Dan. 3. 
verſ.12.13. they would not diſhonour the true and living 
God, by owning any thing of God ina dumb and dead 
Idol, and therefore are bound and caſt intoa fiery for- 
nace ; but how ſped they? did God ſuffer them to be 
caſt into that fiery priſon, and periſh there for his debr ? 
no, God was with them in the fire, and fetch*'d them 
out without one peny damage to them; ther hair was 
not finged, neither were their coats changed, nor the ſmell of 
fire had paſſed on them, verſ 27. In like ſort did wicked 
men deal with Dame! Chap. 6. verf. 10, and the Lord 
bror:ght him off wirhour the leaſt hurt : upon this baſis 
the Lord Jeſu; botrometh char precious promiſe Luke 21.. 
verl. 15. I will give you 4 mouth and wiſdome., which all your 
adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay or reſiſt ; and where- 
fore are the vonchſafements of God ſo eminent unto - 
them ? verſ.12. becanſe they ſuffered for his uame,: and his 
cauſe: which truth hath been mere then once atteſted 

by ſuffering ſaints ; ſo much of the ſpirit #nd GO 


——— Cr rIILoTr—R_—_— ———_— 


The Saints Triangle of 


V\LPVIX EY, 


X* FJebrew. 


of God hath been diſcovered in their anſwers, that their 


adverſaries and accuſers have been non-plu(s'd by illi- 


terate men; nay, filled with aſtoniſhment : Thus the 
Apoſtle Rom.8.verſ.36. For thy names ſake we are led as ſheep 
to the ſlaughter; and what followeth ? why Verl.37. in all . 
theſe things wee are more then Conquerours, through him that 
loved us, we do over-overcome, ſuper-ſuperamus; if the 
cauſe be Gods, we may trult our ſelves and it in Gods 
hand, and poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, when we have 
this aſſurance, that not an hair of our head ſhall periſh 


 Lukg21. verſ.18,19. 


Reaſ. 3. Therefore God ſteppeth in to the help of his, 
people in their greateſt ſtreights, that be may grve real teſtimony 
of his hearty good will unto them : that they may know, and 
their enemies alſo, that they have a friend who will ſtick 
to them in the day of their diſtreſs : affli&ion 1s the trial 
of affe&ion, Prov.17, verſ.17, A friend loveth at all times, 

Xinall times] that 1s, in every opportune time 3 in the 

tteſt ſeaſon 3 now the timings of love; the timings of 
atts of friendihip addeth both worth and weight unto it 
Prov.15. verſ.23. A word ſpoken in ſeaſon (in his time, ſaith 
the Hebrew ) howgood 5 it ? how goodis a word of com» 
fort ſpoken to a drooping ſoul in a day of mourning ? 
How good is a word of peace (poken by the Lord to a 


- wounded fpirit ? and. then when its wounds are freſh 


and bleeding ? can any heart, but the heart of Experi- 
ences, conceive, what healings thoſe words of Chriſt 
brought to the poor woman, Luke 7.v, 48. thy ſinnes are 
forgiven thee? being ſpake at that ſeaſon, when her heart 
was poured out, under a deep ſence of finne ? Who can 
calculate what revivings of ſpirit, the ſaint-thief felt 
from that ſeaſonable Promiſe? To day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe ? Luke 23, ver.q3. being ſo rightly timed, 


even in ipſo articulo-mortis, in the very moment before 


his death, and when his conſcience was both awakened 


and: wounded with finne ? Oh ! ſurcly the timeing of 


love doth marvelloufly add to the beanty of it, .and 
when is it ſoſeaſonableas in a day of diſtreſs? A cup o 
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cold water with one morfel of bread given toa weary and 
thirſty Traveller , is more then a full meal at another 
time : How pleaſantly did Tael's milk reliſh upon S:iſcrab's 
pallate.z when he was thirſty ? Fudg.q verſ. 19, A ſmall 
, Piece of filver given to a poor man when he wanteth to 
buy bread for his family , is more chenu 2 great ſum gi- 
ven at atime when his cupboard is full of bread; Atrs- 
ther zs bor ſor adverſity , and ſure kindneſs ſhewed to a 
brother in a day of adveriity, ſpeaketh up love with the 
loudeſt accents: Now,God reſerveth his paternal love to 
ſuch a time, and then he unboſometh himſelf unto his 
bs. people, and at ſuch a time his people read che love of 
God in the moſt legible Charafters; ſome drops of love 
taſte ſweeter then , and are owned more then full 
draughts of love at another time : Good Aſaph experien- 
ced andacknowledged this, Pſa/.73-verſ.25,26. Whom have G 
T in heaven but thee? and there is none-upon earth that T deſire | 
beſides thee, None in heaven, none on earth ? No, God 15 
above all in this good mans eſteem. How cometh it to pals 
that God. hath ſuch a 'glorious high throne in Aſafhs 
heart ? Oh, faith he, there is good reaſon for it,and you 
wilFſay ſo too, when you know what love and good will 
God hath ſhewed unto me. Oh! I was in ſuch a {inking 
and diſpairing condition, That my fleſh and my heart failed 
me; heart, and hope, and help, and all were gone, I, 
but then , The Lord was the ſtrength of my beart ; my heart 
ſtayed upon God, as upon a firm rock; the Lord was un= - 
to meas the ſhadow of a great rock in a:weary. land, and 
he is my portion for ever, he hath put in ſeciujty; for my 
everlaſting ſafety. Oh, behold what manner of: loves: 
this? andcherefore he draweth up this concluhtion, -t:;# 
good for me to draw nigh to God, to rowle upon God i 1 all 
my ſtreights. Theſe appearances. of God -do make his 
love ſo vilible and glorious, that Angels and men may 
readit, and ſay, Behold how he loveth them | — 
+ Again, G«d doth hereby more engage his people nt? him, he Reaſon 4. 
maketh them more his own, getteth into their very hearts, and 
ſetteth up hz royal (fandard there : There is nothing layeth 
. D ſtronger 
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ſtility of Saul their 
he explaineth khimfett, For Foratvans ſake ; and again he 
Ury,verſez. To which Ziba replicth, Fona- 
than hath ye ſin who lame of by# feet : Alon of fina- 
than? thats well, but he is lame, yea lame of his feec,and 
ſo ſerviceable neither in Court nor Campe, fit neither to 


fand before a Prince, nor to march in the head of an Ar- 


my. . No matter, I will ſhew the kindneſs of Go4 unto 
him,and verſ.7.when the lame ſon of F-#athan is brought, 


David ſaid unto him, Fear zot ; it ſeemeth the remem-. 
brance of Sauls cruelty , cauſed a trembling upon his 
Grand-ſons ſpirit; therefore David meets him with a cor- 
dial at the very coor , Fear mot, for I will ſurely ſhew thee 
kindneſs, for Fonathanthy fathers ſake. Oh ! Fonathan was 
my friend, a dear friend, he hazarded his own life to ſave 
minegand therefore I am obliged to ſhew kindneſs to him, 
even 1n his poſterity ; in like manner the hearts of Gods 
people are drawn out unto him, under the ſence of great 
deliverances: See how Moſes and Iſrael were up in their 
ſpirics unto the Lord , when they were now brought off 
from E7ypt,and beheld their cruel Taskmaſters quacken- 
edin the red Sea, Exod. 15. ver. 2, Then ſang Mo es, and 
the children of Iſrael this ſong,&c. The Lord is my ſirength 
and my ſong, and he is become my ſalvation : What then ? 
Oh ! He is my God and I will prepare him an habitation, ou 
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ſhall keep houſe in my heart , there ſhall be the dwelling 
place of the Lord, even of that God who is hecome my - 
{alvation, and thus Pſa!. 116. verſ, 11 TFove the Lord , 
my heart flameth out with hot affe&tion to the Lord, and 
why ? for verſ, 8: Thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death, 
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling : There's:no- 
thing heats and heightens, like unto a lively ſenſe of the 
mercies of Godin a Lay ofdiftreſs : The Saints are much 
wanting to themſelves, and more unto Gol in the neg- 
le& of this, did we do this more God would have moxe,.. 

of our hearts, and hands too then he hath 3 the love of--- 
Chrilt would conitrain, if we did often read over thethan®-. 
ry Of it, writ in his own blood, EN 


Laſtly, The Lord cometh. in ſeaſonably and fully to Reaſon 5, 


his peoples relief in the day of their diftreſs, That he 
might blaſt the hope of their enemies, and give their expecati- 
01 the lye, when they lock, for the down fall of Zion; when ad- 
verſity knocketh at the Saints door, yea, breaketh mn 
forceablyupon them;then is thetimie come that thewicked 
looked for ; the day that they have longed after(for turc- 
ly the Serpents ſeed are true to their own principles, they 
do really deſtre that the name of Tſrae! was blotted out , 


_ and that their remembrance might periſh from off the Cooporitey 
carth) This was the language of Edom, in the day of Feruſa= Cooper ite 


lem, raſeit, raſe it, even to the foundation thereof, Pial. 137. 
verſ. 7. Thus did the Egyprians gape and gaſpe after 
prey, Exod. 15. verſ.g, I but God cometh in and daſheth \; 
their expeCtations m pieces, yea, beateth out the brains 
of. that Leviathan; and this -maketh the hearts of their 
enemies melc, and run like wax before the fire ; and thus 
God reacheth his great end, which is to. make: void the 
hopes of the wicked, Fob 36.24,25. chat all the world may 
ſee and ſay, There 75 none like vnto the God of Feſhurum , 
who-rideth upon the beavens for the help of Iſrael , and it his 
excellency upon the Skies; The et:raal God is their refuge ; 
aud ungerueath are everlaſting arms , and he ſhall thruſt out 
theenemy before-them, and thall ſay deſtroy them, Deux.z3,ver- 

26,27. When the wicked thinks co fall upon them, and 
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cutthem off in the open field, then the Lord will bea re- 
treating place unto them ; the eternal God is their Refuge; 
when they lay load upon them, and think to-ſfinke them- 
down with preſſing calamities; then. underaeath are 
everlaiting arms to bear themup; when they ſtrengthen: 
their leagure, and think tocat off all ſupplies; then the- 
G:4 of Feſpurum , riaeth upon the heavens for their help; 
when they think to ſtarve them out, an] bring in famine 
among them; then, The fountain of Facb x upon a land of 
c rn and wine ; when they*think to _y up their wells of 
water, and to ſlay them with thirſt ; Then his heaven drops- 
down dew upon tkem,the Lord filleth their veſſels with ram- 
from che clouds, fo that their water ſhall not fail; thus. 
in all their contrivements4, The-enemies are found lyars, 
and their bloſſoming hopes are blaſted by the Lord, ſo- 
that the Angels in their heavenly Chore may: fing this 
ſong of triumph.in behalf of the Saints , Happy art rhou, 
O Iſrael, who is like unto thee O people? ſaved by the Lord, 
the ſhi:ld of thy help, and who is the ſword of thy excellency, 

Thus have we ſeen the truth cleared,'that the appear-: 
ances of the Lord, are eminent and immediate in the. 
time. of his peoples greateſt diſtreſs, and the reaſons of the 

oint aſſerted ; we fhall now gather the Vintage, and. 

preſs the full cluſters of it , to make a.cordial wine for. 
fainting Saints in an evill day. | 

The Do&rine thus cleared and afferted, doth offer 
ns many truths, writ with a beam of the Sun , known; 
and read of all men : As, . 

. I« That the Saints are a people of Gods ſpecial care; 
They are much in the thoughts of God, and lye near 
his heart : Iris a truth, God careth for man and beaſt, 
he exerciſeth a general, and a providential care towards 
all his creatures; The careof a Creator (like the light 
of the Sun ) geeth through the whole wor'!d , . his going forth 
is from the. end of heaven , and bis Circuit unto the ends of it, 
and there is nothing hid from the beat thereof , Pſal.19.ver(.6. 
M1 men, yea the worſt of men on this fide hell , are deb= 
tors to God, andowe all their ſafety ta his care, whoſe 

#. 
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+ their breath, and in whoſe hands are all their wayes : Bat 
he hath a peculiar and paternal tare over the Saints; 
That Diſtich of Muſculus cometh in fitly, 


Eſt Dew in Celis, qui providas omnia Curat 
Credentes nunquam, deſerviſſe poteſt ; 


A God there is, whoſe providence doth take 


Care for his Saints, whom he will not forſake. - 


Saint Payl that he might commEnd Timothy fully to the 
Philippians uſech theſe expreflions, Phz!. 2. verſ. 20, IT have 
#0, man like-minded , he could not finde ſo choicea ſpirit, 


not a man of his minde, he wasa Nzz2-ſuch; and where- 
in did this ſingularity ſhew it ſelf? Why, in this, ws 


will naturally Care for your ſtatezas principles of nature carry 
out the Father carefully to provide for the ſafety of his 
children : Childleſs perſons drive on a fingle, and ſelfiſh 
intereſt, but parents do wrap up their childrens good in 
. all their aftings, ſpending many a careful thought on 
them, how-to render their lives ſafe and comfortable. So 
verſ.20. - When all ſeek, their own, and not the things of Feſus 
Chriſt; good Timotby naturally tendered the Churches 
welfare;, laying out his thoughts and care how co pro- 


mote her ſpiritual advantage : A ſingular patern; to. 


which the carriages of few men run parallel in theſe 


ſelfiſh dayes of ours, when - the publick is tos. much - 
drowned, and ſwallowed up in private intereſts: A ſad. 


deportment , and that which ought ro be lamented with 
tears of blood; Oh ! ſhould the Lord write after this 
copy; What a woe caſe were we ail in,but here is our com- 
fort , God careth for the righteous , and chris {peaks his 
care with the ſhrilleſt Eccho, that he naturally careth 
forthem , even with the tendereſt bowels of an indul- 
Sent father : See that 2 Chron. chap.16.verſ.9.The eyes of 
the Lord runtoo and fro through the whole earth , to ſhew 
himſelf flrong on the behalf of them , whoſe hears is perfect 10- 


4 neſs 


wards him ; his eyes run, implying the{celerity and (wift- - 


; The Saints Triangle of 


neſs of God, in haftening relief co his people , Iſa.31. 
verſ.5, As birds flying , ſo wilithe Lord defend Feruſalem 
his eyes run through the whole earth , implying the univer- 
ſalicy of help, nota Saint ina dark corner of the world 
under any ſtreights, but the Lord ſeerh him ; nay, run to 
and fro , the providence of God moveth in crcnty , if it 
Le low water now, it Will be high water anon ,- there are 
tydes of mercy; So Iſa. 49. vV.16-Behold IT have graven thee 
upon the palm of my hands, thy walls are continually before me, 
We read, that the names of the twelve Tribes were 
engraven upon twelve ſtones on the breaſtplate of Aaron 
when he appeared before the Lord, Ex94.28. verſ. 11. 
And the Crockined was kneaded into twelve Loaves, 
being therefore called panzs propoſitzonis , becauſe it re- 
preſented the cwelve Tribes , and ſet upon the cable be- 
tore.the Lord, Lev.24.verf.5, to enminde the Lord of his 
people; We ſay (andit too often proveth true) out of 
{ighr, out of minde ; but now, the Saints cannot be out 
of Gods minde, becauſe ever in his fight; Oh ! the care 
of God toward his people , how great ? And oh the 
comfort of his people from this care of God, how (weet 
and precious is it? and wherein appeareth this care of 
God? Why, in his eminent and immediate appearances 
forth:m in the day of their diſtreſs, hear at 4 wan a rate 
God ſpeaketh, Iſn.,0.ver{.27,28. Why ſayeſt thou,O Faced, 
and fpeakeit, O Iſrael ? my way # hid from the Lord,and my 
Judgement is paſſed over from-my God 7 God cannot in- 
dure fuch a dittruſtful whining ſpirit in his people; Ic 
hath an unhandſome refle&ion upon God, as though he 
had remicted, if not caſt off the. care of his people; 
therefore the Lord comes on with his high intergatories, 
Hajt thou not known 2 what 'an ignorant people ? Haſt 
thou not heard ? what a deaf people? What ? Keep no 
intelligence with heaven? That the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither 
# weary; his--ſtrength is Almighty, therefore he cannot; 
faile; his care is everlaſting, therefore hee cannot: 
be weary of helpimgaffiited ones; how eminent and 'Yas; 
r10Us 
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rious was the Lords care in Fonab's preſervation ? There 
isa ſtorm at Sea. Fonah is caſt over-board , but God 
prepareth a fiſh ready to receive him 3 but how thall he 
do for light in that dark priſon ? How ſhall life be pre- 
ſerved in thoſe Chambers ofdeath ? What food mutt he 
eat in his three days impriſonment ? How ſnall he be kept 
alivefo long inthe belly of a living fiſh, and not become 
meat'to che fiſh ? Who ſhall open the bars of the gates , 
and ler loſe the priſoner ? And who ſhall waft him to the 
ſhore when ſer at liberty? Why, God is not. weary, hs 
will carry him through all ; what a bundle of muracles 
are Wrapt up together in the preſervation of this one 
Saint ? well might the Apoſtle perfwade the faithful to be 
careful for n1thiag,Phil.4. verſ.6. which (as the Seraphims 
in 1ſa.6.) is anſwered by Saint Peter 1Epilt. chap. verſ.9. 
Cait all your care upon God , under chis affurance, that 
Godcareth for you : were we not ignorant of Gods care 
over us ; or low in faith , that' we dare not believe his 
word of promiſe to us , we might free our felves from 
much wvexing ſolicitude, and anxiety of mile where- 
with we are tormented. It was a noble fpeeth of 7b 
Careleſs in a letter to Mr, Philpot, I will now ſingcare away, 
for now my ſoul x turned to bis old reſt again , and hath taken 
a ſweet nap inthe lap of Chriſt, I have cait my care upon the 


Lord who careth for me , and will be carel:ſs according to my 
#ame : It is our work to caſt care, it is Gods work to take . 


care ; letus not then by ſoul-dividing thoughts take the 


Lords work out of his hand ; If tbe care of all the Churches 


came ufon Paul, 2 Cor. 11. verſ. 28. that it was his every 


days work with an holy ſolicitude, to care for them.. 


Oh, much more may we affirm that the Lord careth for 
all his people , and ſuiteth his care to all their conditi- 
ons, to which his eminent appearances for them ina day 
of diſtreſs, g1ve iignal reſtimony. 

2. Aſecondiruth which this Do&rine commendeth uns 
to us,1s this, That the Saints are a people of Gods ſpecial love, 
they lye in the very boſome of God , his Banner over them is 
love, and as holineſs to the Lord was engraven upon the bells 
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of the horſes, and upou every pot in Feruſalem, Z:ch.14.verſ. 
20. So love to the Saints,is engraven upon every-diſpenſa- 
tion of Godto his people, even when he  rebuketh them 
he loveth them , becauſe his afte&ion is much teward 
them, therefore he atfliteth them, Hear ye the rod ſaith 
the Lord, Mich.6.verſe 9g. Oh, it ſpeaketh love, many of 
the Saints have read much of the Lords love, writ in let- 
ters of their owggblood. How doth the love of God ſhine 


PK 


Wuftre,when he appeareth as an healing 


Godin a bl hour? Who can exprels the (weetnelſs 
of this Wer hat a reliſh of love do the Saints 
caſte "wn Whearts-eaſe, which the Lordgi- 
veth thi y of a ſtorm? The outgoings 


even to aſtoniſhment in 
Fetching Iſracl from the Iron Furnace; there were mira- 
cles of mercy, heaps upon heaps , the wiſdom and power 
of God were writ in ſuch capital letters, that they that 
ranned,might read not digitum onely, but dexteram Dei, 
not the finger but the right hand of God; and what were 
the motives to all theſe mercies? the Lord draweth up 
all theſe lines into the center of love, Deut. 6. verſ. 3. Be- 
cauſe the Lord loved thy fathers, therefore he brought thee out 
in bus ſight, with bis mighty power out of Egypt. So chap.7, 
verſ.8.Becauſe the Lord 1, ved you,hath he brought you out with 
a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the houſe of b;ndmen , 
from the hand of Pharach King of Egypt ; Love was the bot- 
rome which bore all theſe great burthens ; the ſpring 
which ſet all rhe wheels in going 3 becanſe the Lord loved 
you:indeed,ſometimes the dark fide of the cloud is toward 
the Saints ; his love is like the Sun muffled up in a thick 
mitt, or rather as a candle ſhut' up in a dark Lanthorn ; 

that they ſee no out-ſhining of Gods favour, as in caſes 
of deſertion. or greataffliftion, Iſa. 8. 17. ſometimes lighe 
and love break forth in ſome ſmall beams, through the 

thick cloud of apprehended diſpleaſure; that it 1s with 

the Saints, as with a traveller, in the duskiſh evening or 

ſftar-hight night, when the moon ſicteth, That the light is 

neither clear nor dark,, Zech. 14. verſ, 6, the ſhip neirher 

| rideth 
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rideth upon high waters, nor yet fticketh npon the ſhal- 
lows : chey neither feed high at a feaſt of fat things full 
of marrow, nor yet are kept to the bread of mourners, 


nor wine of aftoniſhment ; their condition is a mixt and. 


middle eftate; bope and fear, ſorrow and ſolace are in- 
terwoven ; # chaſtened, yet not killed ; as ſorrowful, yet in 
ſome meaſure rejoycing, as dying, and yet alive; though the 
air be duskiſh, yet they can diſcover ſome lines of love 
drawn here and there, in {ach a mercie, ſuch a favour, 
ſuch an a& of goodneſs, {ſuch a gracious providence : 
Oh ! ſaith a ſervant of the Lord, if the Lord did not. 
love me, he would not have called me off from fuch vain 


and vicious conrſes, he would nor have made known the 


counſels of his grace by his ſpirit unto me, he would not 


have accepted my poor ſervices, nor given fuch-returns © 


to my broken prayers, nor haſted reliefunto me, in ſuch 
or ſuch an afflicted eltate. 

Oh ! this is much the caſe of weak believers, they are 
often at the turning of the ſcales; one while, hope up 
and fear down, another while fear up and hope down 3 


and ſometime the ballance hangeth in an even poiſe: - 
Ic is oftentimes thus in a' ſpiritual ſence,' and truly ris - 
many times ſuch upon temporal acg@unts,they are much” 


at a loſs in their own ſpirits : Bit now when-the Lord 


turneth again the captivity of his people; wher he. 
cometh in fignally, and feaſonably to cheir help, in the* 


. time of their greateſt ſtreights, when they could not tell 
what to do, and thought all loſt, Oh then the brighe: 
fide of the cloud is toward them, the vail i taken away, 
and they behold with open face, the glorious love of God unta 
them : It is faid, Gen.gqs. verſ.27. When Faco> ſaw the wa- 
gons which Joſeph ſent to carry him into Egypt, his ſpirit re- 
vived, it put a new life into his dead heart, and dead 
hopes; the old man gathered up his ſpirits, which were 
ſunk with grief-for the death of Feſeph, and fear of 


Benjamin's miſcariage 3 Oh! faith he, Foſoph is yet alive : 


So when the ſaints of God ſee the hand of God vilibly 
appearing, yea mightily outſtretched, to fetch chem off 


from. 


th 


26 


The Saints Triangle. of - 


from a calamitous condition, their dead hopes and dead 
hearts revive; now their ſpirits which hang the head, and 
were down under the ſence of Gods diſpleafute, get up 


." gain; are freſh and flouriſhing ; Foſeph my ſon is yer. 


alive : The Lord hath given real teftimony-of love and 
o04 will untous ; The arrows of the Lords deliverance like 
onathans warning arrows, are arrows of love, feathered and 
beaded with choiceſt affefions, 
ObjedF. 1. But this Fort-royal of the Saints ſeemeth to 


+ be aſſaulted by the Preacher, Eccleſ. 9. ver(. i. No man 


knoweth either love or hatred by all that z before him : chere- 
fore the reliefs God giveth in to his people (when diſtre(- 


ſed ) though ſignal and eminent, are no demonſtrative 


Arguments of Gods love 3 he may help and yet hate 
a people. : 

Anſw. I ſhall receive the charge, and endeavour to 
ſecure the truth within ſome ſconces, and therefore do 
anſwer, 

' I, It 1s confeſſed, that the onely wiſe God doth dif- 
pence ontward mercies with an equal hand to the good 
and to the bad, to him that ſwearech, and to him that 


feareth an oath , and this according to the ordinary 


courſe of providence: proſperity doth not alwayes 
ſpring up upon the root of piety ; God doth not ditfe- 
rence the precious and the vile by ſun and rain; yea, 
many times the worſt men live under the warmeſt Sun- 
ſhine ; David ſaich, Pſal.17. verſ.14. God filleth their bellies 
with hid treaſures; they have full meals of the worlds 
delicates; riches and honour by the belly, (as our phraſe 
is); and who are theſe, who like Pharaob's kine are 
ſo fat and well-favoured? why? they are the wicked, 
who like dogs, when their bellies are full, are turned 
out of doors,they- have their portion in this life,their Chelech, 
their part and fhare; the word is uſed 1. in a military 
ſenſe for the ſouldiers pay, or his part in the ſpoyles of 
a conquered enemy, thus A4brabamn calleth it, the portion 
of the men that went with him, Gen.14. verf.24. 2.” Tis uſed 
ina civil ſenſe, for the ſhare or portion which x | 
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who are apt co topple over, in their own ftormes and the 
wicked's calmes, as Pſal.73.2. | 


2. The difpenſations of God,according to his ordinary , 


rate of providence, do not. deciſively conclude love or 
hatred, a juſt man may have all his moiſture drunk up, 
with the arrows of the Almighty, when the unjuſt may 
have his bones full of marrow : the Saint may be poor 
with Fob, even to a Proverbgand the finner may abouyd 
with wealth even to the parable : Goo Toſiab. may dy 
the ſame death, with wicked A4%ab, both flain by the 
hands of their enemies: God will not write his love in 
ſuch legible characters that every pur-blind worldling 
may read this ſecret, indeed Feryfalem had the honour 
ro be baptifed Fevovab-ſhammah, the Lord is there, Ezek, 
48.35. but this engraving was not found upon. Dives his 
palace; It is the heart age tbe houſe which beareth this Inſcri- 
ption, and that not in ers of Gold, but of grace, 

3. No man can givea certain and infallible judgement 
of love or hatred towards another perſon, by. all that 
is before him 3 indeed men may ſpeak hopefully, in the 
judgment of charity, and draw upa hopeful conclufion 
of another man's ſtanding in grace, from what is viſibly 
good ; when the exerciſe of faith is vigorous and the 
aftings of the ſpirit of holineſs are vifible and uniform, 
as, I Theſ.1. ver{.3,4., The Apoſtle mentioneth their-labour 
of love, their work of faith, and patience of bop? in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, from which he deduceth this concluſion, knowing 
Bretoren, beloved of God your elefiion ; though the white 
ſtone, with the new name written in it, is known to n9d-man 


certainly, but to bim that hath received it, yet holy men, in ry - Preft 3. 


ſome degree, are known one to another, to make the communion 
of ſaints the ſweeter ; yet cannot ſuch a concluſion be 
E 2 drawn 
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.1s fingle, and ſomething elſe be 


drawn from external a&s of providence, infallibly to de- 
termine love or hatred, by his outward adminiſtrations ; 
how ſadly would the men df that peneration have. mif- 
caried, if they hall afſerted Eſay to have been a perion - 
dear to Ged, and peculiarly in his favour, hecauſe he 
proſpered ſo farre, and faft in worldly greatneſs -and 
glory, who had four hundred men Mhis heels, and the 
facher of ſo many Dukes: and if they hailtonclided 
Faced to have been a perſon of Goas hatred, becaufe he 
was a poor ſhzpherd, and met wich ſuch hard meaſure, 
from his uncle Laban, ſeing theLord determined other- 
wiſe, Kem.g. veil.13. "part have I loved, and Efau bave T 
hated : It was much the finne of fob's three friends in 
aſſerting Zob's affiigions.to be the fruits and evidences 
of Gods diſpleaſure, againf a perſon hated by him, when 
God himſelf giveth ceftimony to Fob ſo fully .at the be- 
ginning and end of this book, | 

4. I do not affert, that God's ontward diſpenſations 
although in an extraordinary manifeſtation of his power 
and goodneſs, do fully and alwayes ſpeak forth his pe- 
culiar Jove toa perſon or people, when their teftimony 
t fuperadded to render 
it more. authentick : for wickeFham had the ſame pre- 
ſervation in the ark, from the deluge of waters, as godly 


Sem had; and Samariab's fiege was raiſed in a way of 


miracle under wicked Feboram, as well as Fernuſalem's 
was under good Hezekzahb. Compare 2 Kings 7. verſe 6. 
with Chap. 19. verſ. 35e It was falſe Divinity that thoſe 


. Barbarians preached, when the Viper faftened on Paul's 


hand, Ns doubt this man is a murtherer, whom, though he 
hath eſcaped. the Sea, yet vengeance ſuffereth not to live, Ads 
28. verſ.q. which our Saviour fully conſulterh in the caſe 
of the Galileans, and the eightecn perſons on whom the 
tower fell in Siloe, Luke 13. verſc1,2,354. 

5. Bur the glorious and remarkable outgoings of God 
when falling in with the witneſs of grace, and the ſpirit; 
when they are the returns of the Saints prayers,the fruits 
of their holy wraftlings, and theifſue of their SOS 
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ceived in the womb of Gods gracious promiſes, are com- 
fortable concluſions of divine favour, and do very much 
ſeal to the peculiarity of God's love 3 thus the Saints in 
their own caſes, can diftinguifh love from hatred by the 
things which are before them : they know the voice of 
Chriſt, and read the love of their father in the ftreight 
lines of his providencial favours toward them, Pſalm 87. 
ver{.2. God loveth the gates of Zton, how doth this appear ? Trap. is /oc- 
why, verſ. 7. God faith, Al! my fprings are in thee : his All my* 
wiſdome, goodneſs, mercy, power, &c. are not in Zig, (Bovgits are 
as water in the ciſterne, pump'd in and ſoon run out, 99 tree 
but like water in the fountain ; ſtreams of mercy, flouds Yo * reacelt 
of favour, and flowings forth of loving kindneſs ; Oh ! ey uy, 
it is clear, God loveth Zion, if all his ſprings be in her; = Neves | 
eſpecially when drought is upon the earch, and other qukine | 
y_ of 7udan are like Gideon's fleece: Iſa.38.ver.17.79bu homo be 

it in love to my ſoul delivered it from the pit of» corruption : che words of 
good FHezekiab read lovein thedifpenſiations of God to- Ged promi-: 
ward him, and putteth that Interpretation upon his mi- 109 plenty 
raculous reſtirution to health : Surely he doth much of- of g-2ce and 
fend againſt the generation of God's people, and wron- comfort to 
geth the mercies of God alſo, who concludeth, that God PE a5 from 
lovreth us not, becauſe he hath proſpered our warfare, ?Y* flowing 
ahd underwriteth hatred to all thoſe glorious vicories, overflowing 
which the Lord of hotts hath given to his people in theſe SE ; her 
Nations, and then, when a day of diſtreſs was ſadly paris ma 
upon the godly, and the conteſt was very much be=-;hink them 
twixt the ſeed of the woman,and the ſeed of the ſerpent3 :9 be the 
Yet I defire, we may all look after other evidences of Plalmiſts 
divine love amongſt us; theſe are good ſuperſtraftures word, fee 
where the foundation is well laid,_and are Zion's ſecu- Mr. Facks9ns 
rity againſt the gates of bell, provided, everlaſting doors be in Joce 
ſet open, that the King of glory may come in, and-keep court 
Among ſts. | ; X | 

3+ This Inference may be drawn from the point, Thar 

the fines of ſaints are circumftanciated with higheſt aggras 4 
vations? . the. care of God over them, and his love _ 
unto them in their diftreſſed eſtate, againſt both which 


3 -- they 
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Trap. 1n loc. 


* they offend in finning, do give a ſad tinftureto their 


finnes : Sin'is fin in any perſon, bur circumftances do 
render it much more {ijnfull : It was high water as to the 
guilt of ſinne, for Zimri& Prince of a chief houſe of the 


FSimeonites, to bring a Midianitiſþ woman into his tent, 


and commit whoredome with her, when the Lord had 
ſo eminently appeared for Iſrael in turning Balaam's 
curſes into bleſſings and ſaving them from the {word of 
Midian, Numb.25,verſ.6. Yea, when the whole congregation 
was weeping before the Lord for the buſineſs of Baal-Peor, 
where the wrath of God brake forth npon them, ſo that there 
fell in one day three and twenty thouſand, 1 Cor. 10, verl. $, 
The Apoſtle inſtead of the cloak, of the heat of youth, putteth 
upon fornication a bloody cloak,, bathed in the blood of 23000 
as one obſerveth : How doth the Lord by his Prophet 
aggravate David's fin, 2 Sam,12.Vv.7, 8,9. 1 anointed thee 
king over Iſrael, and IT delivered thee ont of the hands of 
Saul, aud I gave thee thy Maſters houſe, and thy Maſters 
wives into thy boſome, and ggve thee the houſe of Iſrael and 
Fndah, &c, What an enumeration of mercies is here ? 
How doth the Lord expoſtulate with him ? And what 
doth the Lord inferre from hence ? why ſurely , that 
David was atted by a ſpirit of great diſ-ingenuity to fin 
againſt ſuch goodneſs, ſuch bounty, to break ſuch cords 
of love, which the Lord had caſt upon him : Wherefore 
haſt thou deſpiſed the commandement of the Lord to do evil in 
bis fight #- what, David commit Aduftery ? what, David 
put the bottle to his neighbour to make him drunk ? 
thinking to cover -fjn with fin ? what, David flay Uriah . 


with the'fword of the children of Ammon? what, David 


ſlay an innocent perſon in cold blood? what, David 
murther an husband thatthe might have his wife? whar, 
David take the Adulterefs into his bed and boſome ? 
what David do all this ? Does David give occaſion to 
the enemy to blaſpheme ? Had another perſon commit- 
ted adultery, or .murther, nay all this, who had been 
under leſs obligations unto me, -who had onely ſhared in 


common providences, and for whom [ had done nothing 


extraordinary, 
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extraordinary, I ſhould have taken it better at his 
and ſhould not have reckoned it ſuch an high di 
but for David? David to do this ? whom I honouredin 

the fight of all Tſrael, when he was but a ftripling; in 

the ſlaughter of great "Goliah of Gath , the Philiſtines 
Champion ? David, whom I fingled out from _— 

his brethren, to pour the anointing opl npon his head 2. 

David whom I eminently preſerved in fix troubles, yea, 

in ſeaven, when he was hunted as a Partridge upon the 

mountains ? David, whom I carried as upon eagles 

wings to the throne, through ſuch amazing dangers, 

that himſelf cried out, I ſhall one day periſh by the hand. 

of Saul? yea, David, whom I owned, and-gave this 

glorious teſtimony of, I have found David , a-man 

after mine own heart who ſhall fulfill all my wills 2 Oh! 

for David, for this David to do all theſe abominable 

things which I hate ? Oh ! what aggravations are wrap- Alluding to 
zed up together, to render the finne of David exceeding his groſs by- 
aofull ? hence himſelf phraſeth it the iniquity of his ſinne, pocrifie in 
Pſal.32. ver.5. Obſerve that, x Kings 1x. verſ.g. The Lord lecking OO. 
was angry with. Solomon, becauſe bis heart was turned from the eros ay 
Lord God of Iſrael; And why ſo angry with Solomon? why, Jan an) : 
the reaſon is added, which-had appeared unto him twice. (,,,, man. 
The Scripture affordeth. many paralel places: Oh! the 

finnes of Saints are dyed in a deeper crimſon, and carry Who had ' 
a greater guilt, and this layeth them in oyl, and maketh Þis name 
them laſting, when they are committed under and after Fedidiah, 
diſcriminating mercies and preſervations: Oh that the R——_ 4. 
ſaints would gather up all the fignal providences of God, *t kr 
toward them, and improve them as arguments againſt Neb, 13, _ 
finne ! Ir was Luther's advice to anſwer all temptations, * * 
with this, Chriftianus ſum, I am « Chriſtian; So let us 
argue,after the Lord hath given us ſuch a deliverance as this, 
ſhould we again break, bis Commandements ? Ezra 9. verſ.13, 
14. Oh if any nation under heaven, may be lefſoned 
holineſs by aſtoniſhing mercies, and a conſtant ſucceſſion 
of admired preſervations, England may, our Rulers may, 


our Miniſters may, yea;all the Saints may : for how _ 
| | hath , 
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thi —- TER ONS 
hatlf the Lord defeated army after army; broken confe- 
deracy after confederacy, diſcovered plot after plot; ſo 
that wherein ſoever the enemy: hath dealt proudly,Gad 
hath beenabove them ; Oh !--that the heads of England 
would lay this to heart, and that they and all the Saints 
would riſe up with all their might againſt their luſts, rs 
defiroy them unto Hormab, v1. utter defrugion, Numb. 21, 
verſ.3. as the Lord hath purſued their enemies even unto 
Hormab : that as they had ſaid among the Nations con- 
cernins Engliſh' Zion, The Lord hath Jane great things for 
her, Pſal. 126. verſ. 2. So*it may be ſaid by the Nations 
concernitlg her,T he Lord bleſs thee, O inhabitation of juſtice, 
and mountain of bolineſs, Fer. 31. verſ.-23, Then would. 
England be.changed from glory to glory, from the glory 
of being a people owned by God, to the glory .of being 
a people like unto God, which laſt is the greater, yea 
greateſt glory. | 

4. This inference may be drawn alſo, That infidelity 
and diſpondency of ſpirit in an evil day is very unſuitable ro 
the ſaints of God 3 tor thent to flagge in their faith, and 
to be creſt-fallen in their courage, when the blaſt. of the 
terrible ones is as= ſtorme againſt the walls, this. is un- 
worthy the name and frame of a right Chriſtian : Stand 
Full,. and fee the ſalvation of the Lord, ought to be the 
charge of a Saint to his own heart, even when he is 


- brought tothe very banks of the red Sea : Ic is that 


— which the'Prophets of the. Lord receive:in Commiſſion : 


Iſu.35. ver.3,4.: ttrengthen yea the weak hands, and con- 
kirme che feeble knees, and how muſt this be done ? why 
it followeth, Say ,uuto them that are of « fearfull heart be 


ſtrong, fear not ; Alas ! how ſhould weak hands be ſtrong, 


and a tnnorous heart ceaſe to fear ? what is the cure of 
theſe diſtempers? why, Bebold, your God will come with 
Pengeanuce, even God with @ reconrpence, he will come and 
ſave .y.#::hets on the way alreadie, he will be ſuddenly 
with you, and when he. comech, he will ſave you; I but 
ſaith a fearfull Saint, What ſecurity have I for this ? 
why; thou baſt a double ſecurity; Firſt , the FR 
i096)? Or 
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of Gods and ſecondly; the experiences: of «the faints, 
Pſak31. verſe 19. Oh ! bow: great t thy goodneſs, which thou: 
haſt layed up for them that fear thee.! The new Covenant. 
is Gods great Store-houſe, wherein he hath ftored up all 
help and comfort for his people :: Foſeph: in the time of 
sreat plenty built many ftore-houſes, wherein he laid: 
what corne could be fpared, and therewith gave a: 
full ſupply to all the Egyptians, when he brought it 
forch m the yeares of famine :: Thus the onely wiſe God 
depoliteth mercy., and. goodneſs, . and power, and 
comfort in his promiſes, and when a time of dearth 
cometh upon his. 74.20% then he-openeth thoſe ſtore— 
houſes, and giveth them a full ſupply : Then: Secondly, 
the other-part of: this ſecurity; is -in theſe words, which 
thou baſt wrought for them that tru# in thee,” before the ſonnes 
of men: If the ſaints ſhall ſay, we know, there is enough 
laid up in the Promiſes , but God keepeth the key, and 
how ſhall we come by it at a time of need? why, here 
the Pſalmift ſendeth ſuch querelons-and diftruſtfall ones. 
to the experiences which Gods. people have had ; God 
-hath wrought deliverances, and wrought out the fal- 
vation of his beleeving ones in the times of their greateſt 
ftraights: yea, the ſonnes of men, the ſeed of Iſmael, 
have ſeen the opening of theſe ſtore-houſes ts the people 
of. God ; have ſeen, how God hath hid them in the 
ſecret of his preſence from the pride of men; «and- kepr- 
them-ſeeretly in his pavillion from the ſtrife of congues» 
and therefore be ſtrong, fear not ; The frength of che 
faints/lyeth-in the arm of the: Lord, and' faith is che 
fouls leaning-upon.1t,, m a wilderneſs conditiony Cant. $- 
verſ.5. Now. as.the word of : promiſe is the forndation 
apon which faith reſteth ; So, expericnceistliebutrereſs 
that ftaycth wup:farth, which: is to faith, 'as X#erorand 
Hur were to: Moſes upon the monnt,. Ex#d. t7; verſe 22 
They kept bis bands ſteady to: the going down of the '$ ##,. Hoiv 
did holy David fray up his faitht, even t6 the defiurice of 
the. Plyliſtine Champion, - who:hadigefied' che whole 
army of rae: ot the fight —_ llthe army: 0f Ira 
NE, 1 fled, 
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fled, and were ſore afraid ? 1 Sam, 17. 24. hear at what 
2 rate of holy confidence he ſpeakyth, Verſ.32,Let no mans 
beart fail becauſe of him; what 'a+ hurry 1s here inthe 
camp ? what diftra&ions are here amongſt-the: valiane 
ones of Ifrael ?: what a ftrange fear ſeizerh upon you ?- 
do not trouble your ſelves; 1 will go and fight with this 
Philiftins bravely. ſpoken; it arguech a botd, magna». 
nimous ſpirit: Isburt ſaich the King of IfracFto-him, 
Verſ.33.. Thou-art not able to go againſt this Philiſtin, to 
fight with bim, for thou art but a.youth, and he a man of 
war from bz youth, and therefore it will be impar congreſ-- 
fs, a very uncqual match, and Ifracls condition is like 
to be very ſad, ſeing-their perpetual ſlaverie or liberty 
dependeth npon the ifſte of this duel; if thy-life be loſt, 
Iraels freedome.is loſt alſo: A-confideration enough toc 
have-cow'da puifſant and moſt expert ſouldier,and that, 
which in probability,. made Forathan and the worthies 
of Ifrael.decline the combat: yet ſee how little David 
ftandeth upon his tip-toes, and by faich overlooketh this: 


_ towring Giant, Ver.34,35,36. David ſaid unto Saul, thy: 


ſervant kept . bis fathers ſheep, and there came a lyon and a. 
bear, and took, a lamb _ the fleck, and I went out after- 
bim, and ſmote him, and aclivered it out of bis mouth; I : it 
may be he wasSa tame Lyon, that would not. turn upon 
him,yes,be aroſe againt me,and Icaught bim:by by beard;and 
ſmote bim,and ſlew him ; thy ſervant ſlew both the lyon and the © 
bear; and what doth he infer from hence? that, This uncir=- 
cumciſed Philiffin: ſhall be as. ene of them, . ſcing he hath defied 
the armies of the living Ged : I,but theſe are the words of a 
proud youth, and words are but winde, Tbraſonice! bra- 
vado's, what bottome-hath he for his confidence ? why, 
faich is up and experience keepeth it ſteady : The Lord 
w20 delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw - 
of the bear, be will deliver me out of the hand of this Philiftan ; 
What is this Golliah in the hands of a _— God, 
more then che Lyon and the Bear? And why hould I; 
doubt the good preſence of God, whereof I have had fo . 
kite and eminent experience? A like paſlage. you _ 

| | 1 Sam... 
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x Sam, 30, verſ. 6. David was greatly diftreſſed, his own 
army mitinies againſt him, and talketh of toning him; 
Surely, ic muſt be an high provocation, 'which'maketh 
an whole army to riſe up as one man againſt their Gene- 
ral; and ſure, the diſtreſs muſt needs be great, when a 
multicude of armed men,and enraged too, ſet themſelves 
againſt a fingle perſon; this was General David's caſe; 
The ſoul of all the people was grieved, every man for bis ſonnes, 
and for his daughters; Oh 1 ſuch loſſes: come near the 
heart 3 well might they riſe high in their lamentations, 
and high in their indignation alio againſt David, becauſe 
he had led theni out upon a deligne,and in their abſence 
the Analekites had ſmitten Ziglag{ the city which Achifp 
had given to David Chap.27 verſ.6. ) and burnt it with fire, 
and bad taken their wives,and their ſonnes and their daughters 
captive, and were gone away with them; But what doth 
David do in this ftraight ? he encouraged himſelf in 
the Lord his God ; the word is derived from Chazak, 
and importeth, he laid hold on God with all his ftrengch; 
as men when they are in danger of drowning, will lay 
ſuch faſt hold, that their fingers will ſooner be broken 
"then .looſened; thus David being almoſt under water, 
ſtretched forth his hand of faith, ſtrengchened with pro- 
miſes and experiences,and layeth ſure bold on the rock 
of ages, whereby his head and hopes are kept above 
water in this dreadfull ftorme : whac a noble gallantr 
of ſpirit did good Nebemiab ſhew , when Shemaiah ad» Er Turnum 
viſed him to take ſanQuary in the Temple, - becauſe the \ug/entews 
enemy had deſigned to fall upon him by night and flay 4c terravi- 
him ; a word of advice (which a carnal hearc conſulting debit-= 
more his own ſafety, then Gods honour) would readily *;< de 
have liſtened unto; but what is the anſwer of this heroick *</? pry; 
ſaint? Neb. 6. verſ. 11. Should ſuch .@ may ard flee? and abba? 
who iz there, being as I am, would go into the4emple, t5 ſaves, fra yiveg 
bie life? I will not go in; why, noc go in? what fafety wis a brave 
could he. pretend unto? you may ſuppoſe him argnings zeech of © 
thus, I am under an eminent call Low the Loxd,to build Lu:her to 
the city of che ſepulchres of my —_— I have ſeen the Srawpicins. 
n 2 face | 
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face of God in bowihg'the liexrt of "King Artaxerxes," to 
contribute his royal aid, and commiſhon me -to.rhe 
work ; T have found the Elders of tlie Jews willing to 
owne my authority, and to riſe up as one man to build, 
ſtrengthening their hands for that good work, Chap. 2. 
verſ. 18. ( as it was 2 Chron. 30. verſ.12. In Fudah, The 
band of the Lord was to give" them- one beart * Ol that the 
Lo:d would: give that oneneſs -of+ heart unto us in 
the work of our God) Hence: Nehemiah gatheretlt up his 
ſpirics,and ſpeaks like a brave man, Should ſuch a an as T 
fiee 2 a choice ſpirit, a gallant pattern to be ey'd by all, 
who are called fortl by the Lord; to ſerve out their gene- 
ration in doing his wotk; andifit hath'a dire&aſpett to 
any age or nation, ſurely tonone' more then to ours, 
both m an eminent call ro work, andin eminent pre- 
ſervation of ' the workmen: We may experimentally 
apply that promife a& very much fulfilled upon us. 1ſe. 4. 
verſ. 5, 6. The Lord hath created upon every dwelling place 
of mount Zion, and upon her Aſſemblies, a cl,-ud and ſmoak, 
by day, and the ſhining of a flaming-fire by night, for upon 
all the glory there hath been a defence, | Chuphah. 
The word implyeth a covering Cherabe, or nuptial vail, 
under which the bride, the Lamb's wife hath: been hid 
from the rage of men : Oh! how ſhould this fortifie the 
Saints againſt future dangers, and argue: them” to a 
dependent reſting upon God ! for them *to cry out 
with the prophets Lenine » Alas! Maſter, what ſhall 
wee do ? or with the diſciples when tempeſt-toft , 
wee periſh; as though there had been no hope of 
eſcaping 3 as. an high difhonour to them as Saints; 
but more-to the Lord Jeſus as King of Sarnts; - eſpeciall 
toiink ſo low intheir Faith, as to ſay, The Lord hat 
forſaken me and my Lord hath forgotten me 3 -this ar= 
gueth them to be low in the ſence of thecare, and love 
of Godexprefſed to them in former mercies ; - Ol then 
ye Uiſtreſked of the Lord take ſanQuary in this point, 
and bewray not your infidelity by a finking ſpirit in 
an evil day! IEnanbeR ad, | 
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Is it ſo that the appearance of 'Goll are 'emifienc and. Uſe 2. 
1mmedia tem The day of his peoples- diftreſs3" hath he gi- Of Caution. 


ven in ſecurity'\unto them by*'experieticed preſervation” 
that he will be the Lord their Redeemer ? Oh this is a 
choice diſh upon the Saints table; they need not faint nor 
famiſh that have ſuch a-me(s ro'feed upon 5 yet 'as wholes 
ſome food may ſend up timwholefome yapors,if unſteaſ6h</ 
ably eaten, or to exce(s; and-good Phytick'\may prodnce 
bad effe&$; if duec'order be" riot-obſerved ; {6 this fove- 
raign potion may nourtſh ilt diſterhpers,if not rightly or- 
dered: Andtherefore I ſhall entreat you totake this Cor- 
diaF with' theſe canttons: + #190 RIO RL 
7. Takobeed yu do nor precipitare your ſelves tnto needleſs 
hazard4s,* and tafhly caft> your 'felves into'dangers', under the' 
protedion'of thi truth?; 'It is finfill toargue, and wonldbe 
unſafe to attefrpr it , that becauſe Elijab forded 7orday, 
and made it paſſable with his mantle, cherefore thou 
wilt attempt the ſame, rather then ſtep ont of thy way 
to go over the bridge; or becauſe the chree Jewiſh wor-. 
thies were preſerved in the fiery Furnace, thertfore'thow 
wilt throw thy ſelf into the flames, and preſumptnoufly” 
expet the ſame preſervation 3; no,God will have his peo-' 
ps learn the” difference'between tempting and truſting 
im : 'Itis folly , not faith for'a man to drink down a 
draught of deadly poifon, and (ay, I believe the promiſe - 
of Chriſt, Mar: 16.verſ.18. andexpe&to be antidoted a-' 
oainft the veniomie of it : the Iſraelites, Numb. T4. verſe 44. 
are z ſaid witneſs'to the danger of preſnmption': read's 
the paſſage. The Lord liketh not this, language, We will - 
do, and we will go, when he bids not ; that men ſhould bot- 
tome their ſafety upon 'the ſandy waſhes of their own 
hantafies and: fool-hardineſs ; the fame God'who bids. 
s people, Iſa. 26. verſ.4. Truft in the Lord for ever ; for- 
biddeth' their tempting of him, Dear. 6. verſ.'16. which: 
text the.Lord Feſus, the beſt mterpreter that ever com- 
menced upon the Bible, ex oundethi to this ſence, Mit.g. 
verſ.5. The Devil had ſer Eheil on a, pinacle of thetem« 
ple (By the way Note, that beight of plare pivetb"0ppbrrn- 
2b wity 
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SAaES nity $0 thetempter ; temple Pinnacles are #1 ſafe ftandings : 
when once Satan gets a man into his Rood-loft of ſpiri- 
tual pride, his dangers great and near 3 no marvail thac 
= mens heads ſhould ſwim, and cheir hearts ſwerve (when 
they ſtand woue « Pinnacle of che cemple) when Satan 
had got the Lord Jeſus ſo high, he temprerh him to give a 
proof of his Divinity,by caſting himſclt down, urging che 
charge of Angels to prote& him; . but did the. Lord 
Chriſt cake the cue? No, heanſwereth , Ir is writrex thou 
ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God ;, Chriſt had no call from 
God, at-that time, to caſt himſelf into the hands of cx- 
ftodient Angels ; here is a full promiſe, bur we muſt alſo 
look to a clear call, Pſal.g1.verſ.11. He ſpall give bis Angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways, that is in all 
thoſe courſes, which are appointed thee by God, in all 
lawful and-Chriſtian undertakings 3 for no further doth 
God or his holy Angels take ctarge of thee : if thou 
keepeſt not within theſe precin&s , thou art out of his 
proce&ion z wefts and ſtrays fall co the Lordof the Soy], 
the Sracte (ecureth none who travail at undue hours, Pro. 
27.3, As a bird that wendereth from ber neft, ſo is « man that _ 
wandereth from bis place ; God hath madea law to ſecure a 
bird upon her neit, Deut, 22. 6. bur if ſhe ſtragled away, 
ſhe loſt the proteftion of that law; ſo *cis wich « Saint, 
che promiſe is his ſecurity whilſt he keepeth within Gods 
pale ; bur if he breaketh his bounds, he temptech God 
and forfeiceth his prote&ion : Solomon gave Sbimet his life 
if he paſſed not the brook Kidron , but when he tried the 
Kings patience ang ventured to Gath, the condition was 
broke, and Shemaiah was commanded to ſlay him, 1King. 
2.36. Oh, rake heed of paſſing over che brook Kidron leaſt 
ye dye; ſteer your courle by Solomons compaſs, Prov.22.3. 
A prudent man foreſeetbh the evil an4 hideth himſelf, ſeech a 
Sec M. lack: tempcſt in the clouds , andiecketh feaſonableſhelrer un- 
ſon:;Nows 1. the ſhadow of Gods wings ; but the ſimple paſſech 
on thuteXt 1 ndis puniſhed , puſheth on without fear or wit, and 
payeth dearly for his folly; the ſame you have, Pro.27, 
12. "Who aQcd at a highcr rate of believing then David 2 
i. « | yet 
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yet- when Gibeon was infe&ed,1Cron.21.30. The text ſays, | 


He could nor go before the Ark{which was then at Gibeon)for 
be was afraid, becauſe of the ſword of the Angel of the Lord ; 
he could nor with ſafety to his perſon adventure himſelf 
into that infe&ed place; for *tis- probable that- Gibeorn 
had fa}n within the circuit of che deſtroying Angel: 
Conſider Peter in the high Prieſts hall,and'infer,7hat raſh 
attempts ſeldom proſeer, preſumption rarely goetb unpuniſhed, 
often unprotedied. 

' 2.Beware you abuſe not this doffrine to'2 ſlighting of means, as 
*tis unſuitable to the principles of a right faith to tempt God, 
by precipitating your ſelves into danger', ſo it 1s inconſijtent 
with rrue piety, to expe miracles when'means are preſent ; 
Means and miracles are both the produds of Gods mer- 
cyto his people, and have both their place aſſigned : 
miracles come inwhen means are wanting,or inſufficient, 
as in dividing the read Sea, feeding many thouſands 
with Manna and Qunailes ita wilderneſs, &c. And then 
is the time and place for means, when there is nonecd of 
miracles, as receiving nouriſhment by faod , warmth 
by cloaths, health” in. the uſe of Phyſick,&c. Tbough 
God be able to do abundantly above all, that we ask or think, , 
Eph.3:20. yet God will not doit, at leaft always, when 
vain man would have him, The holy one of Iſrael muſt not be 
limited,neither as to time, nor manner, nor. meaſure of 


ating, becanfe the Lord Jeſus bids his diſciples, Met.6:26. 


Conſider the fowls they ſowe net, neither do they reap , nor ga- 
ther into their Barns, and yet they are fed by God. Shall men 
therefore throw their ploughs intothe ditch, and expe& 
harveſts in an ci ardnncy way, orto be fed by miracle 
without them? ſure, he that gave his word of covenant 

That ſeed time and barveſt ſhould not ceaſe, Gen. $.22. An 

be that inſtrufieth the huscbandmen in ploughing and ſowing, 
If. nm will not countermand him, -or in a way 
of miracle ſupply him, if he-ceafe his labor, or refuſe to 
a&up unto his teaching 3 how -haxdly will a tender mo- 
ther be perſwaded to expoſe her helpleſs infant , newly 
divided-from her bowels, becauſe God feedeth the young 


Ravens - 
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prayed the, Aramites blind, that were ſent co ſurpriſe 
him: 2King.6.18. but improved that name of ſafety,which 
by a. good. providence was, affqrded 'to him; Thus did 
Brentius,..ſo ſoz: as be had:recezved; this advertiſement, from 
8 Senegter of Hala, Fuge,:fuge Brenti, : cx9, gitius citifi- 
me. Kleerſperid;ty, any for. thy lify >; ay pop 3 they thet intgr- 
pretaye.ſhall al] Fo tanght'of.G 64 $0 4: ſtightyng. of teaching or= 
dingndes, which ate the inſtituted means.of - grace und kyaw- 
leage , aud expend, Tbe jult ſhall live by Faith, t0.a neglect 
off Jexving, trouidetce 4ntbe uſe: of erdivasy mays of help. and 
comfort ,:90: $4th>mifieke the mide of Gods: and: the meait 
inguof theſgrents,) wn” ROBES 1 1. 


x 2 
3 
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.-\Take beed of auen-trufting, means; Of laying too... great 4 
rden: upon a ereaturebottome;s 1ſ4:31.3. The Eggisians 
are ment; nos God, and: their; borſes fleſh aug. uct i ſpirit, This 
-4ntitheſis ſpeaketh fully to checreatures feebleneſs; there: 
5 Nothipg.aftOmnitporencyi ihe cneatures, Aman pay; 
bebrought tothat treiyhb, cwhereiw: creatare-helpers de 
Faop.ut vain, and wherein all created power may ſpeak 
to 
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torhe expectancy of man, as the King of Ifracl to the 
nomen,. {* the Lord do not help, h:w ſhould Thelp? and the 
reaſon 1s clearin the text, they are ot God, not ſpirit, that 
1s, their power is limiced, beyond which -chey cannot 
work , When the Lord ſhall jtretch forth his hand, both he that 
bclpeth (hall (fall , and be that is holpen ſhall fall down, an4 
ty all ſhall fall together : Asif a man ſhoul4 underprop a 
ruinous houſe, and the props bemg tos weak to bear the 
burden,. do break ,;and.ſo the houſe and they fall down 
together : . How free is the Church in the acknowledge- 
ment'of thistruch , when ſhe had bought it by dear ex- 
perience? fer.3.23. Truely is vain 3s ſalvati:n hoped for 
frow the bills, and from the multitude of the morntains; there 
1s a great deal of fignificancyin the two firſt words: (Acien) 
Truely of airuth, asif they had ſaid, There is truth and 
faicthtulne(s in che word of Gods promiſe, we may venture 
ſafely. upon this bottom 3. he cannot deny himſelf, for he 
is a faithful Gol, tor doth he promiſe beyond the reach 
or his power, for he js an Almighty God, and therefore 
the Church aftiymeth, T-wely in the Lord our God is the ſal- 
vation of Tſrae! : Iſrael never failed of ſalvation , when 
they, waited for it from the Lord their God 'who is a God 
. of truth : Bur on thetother {ide, if Iſrael the beft of peo- 
ple,do lay their expe&ancy of help from the hills, the 
creatures 11 its higheſt advancements and advantages,yea 
from the. multitude of mountains, which(Harim)Merapho- 
rically relateto che greateſt pzrſons.and to thing of great- 
ef heighr and exce)jlency, upon.worldly accomits, Mich. 
6.2. Yea combined and aflociared , they ſhall certainly 
fail in their hopes, and meet with diſappointments, 'be- 
cauſe (Shekr) its in vain, they lye or deal deceiptfully ; 
there's fallhood in ch+-rr promiſes,and feeblene(s m their 
power, Which is confidently aſſerted by. that holy man, 
Pſal.62.9. Surely men of low: degree are vanity,, (B-n:- 
Adam) ons of Alam;-this being a-common name toall 
mankind , is uſed here for men: low'm the worll, in re- - 
ſpe& of eſtate or power , which -are as the valleys or hil- 
Jocks of earth 3 theſe are VAnLLpleclel cantbe expeged by 
Ep : _ Way 
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way of help from them, becauſe of their emptineſs ; who 
can expe& water out of an empty veſſel ? or ſafery from 
a mole-hill when a Cannon bullet flpeth at him ? Bur 
what ſhall we ſay to the great-ones of the world? Why, 
men- of high degreeare alye, (Beni-Ih:) The ſons of 
Ih, men of higheſt advancements in the world are but a 
tye,they will ſpeak you fair (no doubr David had many 
complements from Sauls Courtiers) life you up into great 
expectations by their plauftble promiſes and pretenitons, 


- Þut in aday of diſtreſs, their words vamiſh'mro ſmoak , 


and they appear to a needy petitioner, asa dry lake to 
the thirſty traveller: Oh ! how ſadly can thouſands (now 
alive) with fad hearts bear witneſs to this trach ! And Oh 
that rt were not a ſpot in Gods people ! What volumes 
may be writ upon this ſubje& with the tears, yea rhe 
blood of the opprefſed ? The Lord humble us for this fin, 
and ſo manageirhe ſpirit of our Rulers, That they may looſe 

the bands of wickePneſs, under the heavy burdens , ler the op- 
preſſed go free, and break, every yoak,, then ſhall their light 
break forth as the morning, and their bealth ſhell ſpring forth 
ſpeedily, their righteonſneſs ſhall go before. them , and the glo- 
ry of the Lord ſhall betheir Rere-ward, Ifa. 58. 6, 8. Then 
ſhall the poor and opprefled ſay , the Lord bleſs thee, O 
habitation of Fuftice , O England where Juſtice dwelleth : 

See that, Tſa.9.10. The bricks are fallen down,but we will build 
with bewen fiones , the Sicamores are Cut down, but we will 
Change them into Cedars: They run from creature'to crea- 
ture, and change creature for creature, the weak for the 
ſtrongeſt, yea, do, what Art and Nature, improved to the 
beſt advantage,can do for ſafety; butwith what ſucceſs? 
truely very little: For verſ.i2. The Syrians before , and 
the Philiftins bebind ſhall devour Iſrael with open mouth ; 
So true is that Hoſ. 5.13. applied to an expe&ancy of 
help from any creature, disjun&ively from God » When 
Ephraim ſaw hi ſickneſs and Fudab ſaw his wound, then wenur 
Ephraim 40 the Aſſyrian, and ſent to King Fareb,or tothe King 

that ſhould plead their cauſe,or their defender : But how ſped 

they ? Tet could he not heal you nor cure your wounds ; it » 

Y OO wh og Tye . 
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the way of carnal hearts to ſhift cut to the creature for help in 


do: Butir is atruth handed down from father-to fon, '? 
that creature-recumbency aviteth not ; nohealing', no 
curing : nay 'tis not onely not encouraged with a blefling 
but thundered againſt with a curſe, Fer. 17.5,6. Curſed be 
the man that trufteth in man, and maketh fleſh his Arm, and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord;wherein doth this curſe 
ſhew it ſelf? It followeth , For he ſhall be like the Heath im 
the deſart : Heath-ground is uſnally barren , but Heath- 
oround m a deſart, upon which nothing of coſt or culture 
ſpent, addeth to the barrenneſs of it: nay further, 
And ſhall not ſee when good cometh : the ſhowers of: mercy 
fall upon this place, and the dews of good-will from: the 
Lord diftil upon this perſon, in ſuch or ſuch comforts or 
enlargements ; |, but creature-relyers, ſhall nor tafte the 
leaft of all; the noble mans puniſhment, 2Krg. 7. 2. ſhall 
be their portton, They ſhall fee it with their eyes, but they 
fhall not taſte thereof ; no, they ſhall mhabit the parched places 
of the wilderneſs, in a ſalt land and not inhabited. Oh ap- 
ply this; and let the confideration of this , caution you 
from a creature-dependency ; uſe the means but do not 
eruſt in.them; chere is nothing provoketh moreto wrath, 
nor rendercth the choifeftmeans unferviceable more then 
this. Ol! let us be hambled for this fault ; for fure, it 
hack been mueh our fault andourfolly (which donbrteſs 
hath cauſed the Lord m difpleafaretous , to-daſh many 
excellent inflruments.in pieces like earthen pitchers) and 
inall our creature-improvements ,, let us wiſcly fail be- 
twixt thefetwo extreams, intempting of Gad,and an o- 
vertruſting'to means, both which are very dangerous. 

+ Laſtly , Take heed of abuſing providential appearances 
and preſervations ta wantonneſs ,, by a negle# of thoſe duties 
you owe to: God for them ; befides the general, there is a 

rticular command, and call ta duty, to helinefs, to 
repentance, to faith, co thankfulneſs, &c, in every mer- 
cy'; as in affiitions:, ſo in preſervations, the Lords 7oyce 
eryeth, and the men of wiſdome. ſre his name; they ſee and 

_ ewn God in this and that diſpenſation; and hear the 
G 2 rodg 


#mmes of [fraights, and @ ſad evidence of a carnal heart ſo to _ 
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rod, yea and hear the ftaffetoo, and- take notice both 
who, and wherefore he hath appoincedit; what the in- 
tendments of God are in ſuch or ſuch a providence, . 0- 
therwiſe the fruit , yea and comforts of both. are loſk : We 
muſt not behave our ſelves like children, who when they 
perceive the hearts of their parents -run- out 1n a. great 
deat of tenderneſs towards them , take liberry from 


thence to play the wantons; or Abſolom like to aft rebel- 


lion againſt them; ſuch a frame is very unſuitable toſuch 
diſpenſations, and no wayes anſwering the intendments 


_ of the Father of mercies:how ill theLord reſents this car- 


riage is evident. in many Scriptures. , See that Deat.32. 
verſ.10. He found bim, 1.e. Iſrael in the wildern:ſs, he kept 
bim as the apple of his eye: ],but verf.15. Feſhuruni waxed fat, 
and kicked , asa wanton colt that is high fed and luſty 
turneth-his heels upon his own damn ; fo: played Iſrael 
with the Lord his Maker;God calleth him Feſpurum from 
Faſpur re&itude or uprightneſs , as expetting this- from 
every true Iſraclite, eſpecially nnder ſuch engaging pro- 
vidences; but in what a croſs way doth Iſrae! walk ? how. 
doth he turn the heels upon God, both by murmuring, 
Idolatry, and manifold diſobcdiences ? what then? doth 
God take it well? no verſ(.19. When the Lord ſaw it. be ab- 
borred them, - becauſe of the provoking of his ſ.ns and daugh- 
ters; Oh! to beſons and daughters, ' near and dear tothe 
moſt high God under eminent diſcoveries of divine 
favour, and yet kick ! this provokes unto great wrath : 
read and inlarge this Scripture.in your own thoughts : 
God cannot indure to be {lighted in his mercies, and to 
be evil-intreated for his good will : Oh!ſuch returns are 
grapes of gall and bitter cluſters, they are laid up in ftore with 
him, and ſealed up amongſt his treaſures; God bears them 
in minde., they ſtick with him. So Fer.2.verſ.6. They 
ſaid not , Where x the Lord, that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt , that led us thr ough the wilderneſs , through a 


land of deſarts, and. of pits, through aland of drought and of 


the hadow of death,through a land that no man paſſed through, 
an where no man dwelt ? They ' did uot own God in theſe 
\ ! various 
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various and choice providences ; when their own turnes, 
were ſerved, and they were quietly poſleſſed of a land * - 
flowing with milk and honey, they didnot at all ask after 
Cod, nor make mention of him, -he was-grown a&meer 
ſtranger in Tſrael, all theſe a&s of kindneſs had no work 
upon their hearts to fix them in'the Rn of God, 
but they went far from God, they: rant afterthis and 
that Idol, and changed their glory into that which did 
not profit.” | | 

Oh England , ſee thine own facein thisglaſs ! How do 
we rin from errour'to errour ! how do wefet up our opi- 
nionsasſo many Idols to worſhip : yea how bave we turned 
our glory, truth and holineſs,and the good old Puritan-zeal and 
ſincerity , which was our glory, into difput$s and wranglings, 
anger and animoſities which do not prefit. But to go on,how 
dorh the Lord take this? why verſ.9. be tells them he will 
plead with them , commence a ſuit , andlay hisaGtion in 
his high Court of Juſtice againſt: them ,- yea with their 
childrens ehildren will he plead; Oa it is very fad | let 
us apply it , the children yet unborn may Tue their fa- 
thers watitonneſs of ſpirit , it may-make our preſerva- 
tions but reſervations : beleeve it friends, God will - 
not take'this at our hands, no'more than at Tſraels; he is: 
not ſo prodigal of his mercies, as to ſpend theni alwayes 
on ſuch unworthy perſons :* Minde that; Foſ9.24. verſ.20. 
Tf yee forſake the Lord , and ſerve firange gods , then will be 
turn and do you hurt,after he hath done you good;he will turn 
the very mouthes of his Cannons againſt you. | | 
Oh thati'England would: lay this to heatt, and all the 
faithful of 'the land had that text.as aconſtantRemem- 
brancer before their eyes, both upon a perſonal and: na-! 
tional account, Fude 'verfi3.-'T will therefore put you in re- 
membrance, though you once knew this, how that the Lord: ha- 
ving ſaved the people out of Egypt , afterward deſtroyed them 
that belceved n/t : The reaſon why the Apoftle: layerh 
down the example of : Gods Juſtice upon:the Ifraclites, 
after he had fetched cheyroutioff Egyptiby a*deliverance 
fo full of wondets,..yon finde mentioned, verſ;,4.- becauſe 
eu G 3 ſome 
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| ſome wen under profeſſion, had turned. the grace of God. into 

| Godsanci- \\,,, nf, tranſlating it from its proper end, by arguing 

ent judge £m mercy to liberty, which is the Devils Logick; when 

pw 45 as the right method is to.argue from mercy to duty : Oh 

Paamec'® let this be @ ſeaſonable word to all the Lords people ! 

nin2sand What, greater deliverance. than that of Iſrael' our of 

examples for Egypt? yet being abuſed by them, their carkaſles fellin 

anſwerable the wilderneſs, Foſpue and Caleb onely excepred 3 and 

practiſes what greater deliverances have many ages brought forth 

makeus then theſe of ours,lyet how have we abuſed then? & how 

partakers of ſadly may we fear, that as England hath paralleld Iſraet 

_ Built) in murmuring, unthankfulneſs, impenicency, luſtings, 

_ _ and wantonnels of ſpirit, which are ſtrange abuſes of 

us in BE” ſuch glorious mekcies, ſout may fare with us, the men of 

puniſhment this generation , as it did with Iſrael, ſome few Foſpua's 

See Mr, and Calebs onely excepted , who follow the Lard-fully ; 1 

Minor in knowehis is much-and fadly upon the ſpirits of ſome 

T*4e p,241, gracious ones,who being mourners for theſe things, gre 
242, the marked ones of the Loxd, brit if 

I ſhall ſhut up this Life with two Scriptures, the one of 

a national, and the other of a. perſonal: reference, Ez.9. 

verſ{.13.14. it is that holy mays acknowledgement befare 

; the Lord in prayer, After:theu, 0 God, hajh given us ſuch 6 

' deliverance as this, ſpould we 8$4in break, thy Commondes þ. 

ments, and jon in affinity with the people of theſe chominatin 

as 3 Mark (hat, andapply it tethe times thatare lately 

/ paſt; worldeſt thow wot he augry with ,, vntil the haddt Comm 

ſumed us, ſo that theve ſhould be na romntant, wor eſceping? ln 

all the judgements wherewith God threatens. his own 

people , he ever promifeth-a renuant ſhall be reſerved 

but here , fach a ſenſo of the greatneſs] and pravoking 

natureof fin,ws vpor this. gaod mans ſpirit, commit- 

tedand continued in ,- and; after fach a fignal deliver- 

ance, that God would goi beyond: all prefdences, and 

comuminations , even in the ngterextirpatien. of them 3 

{o that: there ſhould be'no, efcaping. No not for a rem» 

nant ; Aſad ſtorm after fo ſerave « cn/m; 4 dreadful doomeſe 

dey after. ſa elrer 4 morning, The Lord, awakow the' Nan 
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tion , and giveus wiſdome to improve our deliverances, 


leſt w3 alſo fall after the ſame example of unbeleef, Heb.4. 
verl.11. | | 
The'other Scripture is that, Pſal.30. verſ. 6,7. In my 
profperity, T ſaid, I ſhall never be moved, Lord, by thy favour 
thou baſt made my mountain to ftand ftrong. . David thought 


himſelf cock-ſure, as weſay , of Gods favour, and ſafe 


from the fear of any change,becaufe the Lord by his fa- 

vour' had made his mountain to ftand ftrong:: He was 
not long fiace a little! hillock , of a mean fqamnnly in 
Ifrae!, and now he was grown up to be a mountain,” both 
in honour and power, to be above all men in his preſent 
ftanding,as the hills are above the vallies; he was brought 
rothis high and raiſedpitch by the favour of God, nay 
had an eſtabliſhment in that ftate and eſtate ,” not by 
man, bur by Godhimfelf , who haxgerth the earth upon no- 
thing , ſupporting that weighty body without any Baſis, 
but his own will , and word of power ; and al! this, not 
according tothe courſe of his ordinary providence, but 


in a way offfpecialfavour,and that by the concurrence of 


many and glorious providences. :* Yet forall this, be- 
cauſe he abuſed thete mercies', and came not up in his 
deportmentsto the Lords expe&ation, God hid his face, 
. withdrew his covering Cherub, and providential ſup- 
plies, and then his mountain, his ſtanding-ftrong moun- 
tain met with an earthquake ;. though the honſe of Saut 
was gone, yet his own houfe was a ſeed-plat' of troubles 
unto him: . Amnon defiling Thamer, Abſolow ſlaying Am- 
#0x, uſurping the Crown, and driving David from Fery- 
ſalem,8&c. The Lord ſet this home in much mercy. 

Uſe 3. I ſhall come now to an Ule of Exhortationz Are 
the appearances if God eminent and gloriow to his people int the 
day of their diſtreſs? Haſt thou-experienced them tobe ſon 
thine own caſe? canſt thou witneſs this truth,. Except the 


Lord had been thy belp, thy ſoul had well nigh dwelt in filence, . 


thou wert within a hairs breadth. of death : Oh confi- 
der what thy ſtraights have'been ; haſt thou been in pe- 
rils of waters,-or 18 perils of robbers, or in perils of the 


City, | 
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Gitys: 062:uſperitsin rhequiltderneſs,/og im: perils/amongit 
falie:brefhren; vin perilsof war!, at home! by. thy.own' 

 Coumntry-men, and abroadby ſtrangers; and hatu: tbe 
Lord been ſeen-upon the Mount ? hath he comein. with 
ſeaſonable ſupplies, and broughr thee off from the. bor 
ders of the grave? Oh! what. have.chy: returns to. God 
been ? what improvement haſt chou- made to. his gloxy, 
agd thy-own:{ptricual growth? :. how: hath. chine! hearc 
gone afterthe;God' of thy ſalvation? It _chou haſt tak:x 

.up the cup of bleſſing, and. praiſed; the name of, the Lord; if 
thou haſt pard the v.ws ,. which thuu madeſt. in. the day of thy 
diftreſs ; If the ſenſe of -mercy hath-had-a kindely work 
upon thy-ſpirit', and;broughr:forthrhe blefled fruits: of 
ſauQity,, newnebof life; :nemiobedietice, andia total: re- 
hgnacien. of thy ſelf unto Gattz if thou livelt in alively 
ſenſe of rheſe things ,: reſolving in:the'ſtrengch of grace 
received,toſpend that life which thou recervedit from che 
dead, not'tothelujts.of men , but to thewill of Ged ,, and 
from a tenſe ofthy-temporal, doc jt work, out thine ownetenn. 
aal:ſalvation with. fear -and-trembling ,, .my:i work: is done;i 
my.en4 attained, I have noching-rourgeiby! way of ex 
hortaiion upon thee,/onely defireto;bleſs be; Lord with,, . 
and for thee , .endeavouring-to'draw up:after thee ,:;cx-, 
hibiting chy pattern as exemplary to my: praftice ; I pro+ 
feſs my felt .to be much-ax the foor of the hill ;, and>fir 
belowtuch highatriinmtnts,!alrbough:; my. obligations; 
toithe moſt High God are very many, andimy/expanience: 
of preferviiigi mercy .hath:.been;rvery fignal, : the. ſane, 
whereof:hath 14d me our to;rbis: Diſcourſe , and! made. 

theſe meditarions.publick:Hence then by a frequent con- 
verſe with:mine-own hdarcs;andoften feeling the pulſe of 

\ mine omnſpirit I have grounds:tobeleeve:that a-word 
' of advice may tbe;ſeafonablenpori:this ſubje, to others, 
and to my (elf, ſecing too httlg of this.nature doth come, 

eicher from Preſs or Pulpit 3 there-berhg very tew , who 

fay,)Ybere is the. Lord that brought us, out of Egypt ? that led 
us through the wildernes,through a land of drought,and of the 
ſhadow of death?; And therforeim the ftrengch of the Lord, 
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condutt of his teaching Spirit, I ſhall improve this Do- 
arine by way of advice. 

1. To ſome peculiar Chriſtians in a diſtin capacity from 
other m:n, I mean to ſome ranks and orders of men, 

2. To Chriſtians in general , without ſuch particyl.y refe= # 
r?nces , onely as they meet in Chriſt the Common bead , and in 
the Church, the C;:mmon hody. | 

In my firft addreſs, I ſhall onely fmgle forth five ranks 
of men to ſpeak unto. 

1. The Magi irates. 

2. The Mzmiſters. 
- . 3. Military-men. 

4. Mariners and Merchants, whoſetraftick and imploy- 
ments lye at Seca. 

5. Thereſtored cnes of the land, whom the Lord hat" 
ranſomed fron the grave in theſe late dayes of Viſitation. 

1. I humbly crave leave to be-ſpeak the Magiſtrates 
with a word of Exhortation : Ye that be the Rulers of 
the people, and Judges of Iſrael; ler me beſeech you ſeri- 
ouſly and often to conſider the worth and weightineſs of 
your office , that chough this, or thattitle , chis or thar 
form of adminiſtration be *1i9:s erbpwnimm, an hnmane 
creature,an ordinance. of man, 1 Pet-2.verſ.13. yet Go- 
vernment and Magittracy it ſelf is an Ordinance and In- 
{titution of God himſelf, Row.13. verſ.1,2. That the cauſe 
which Cometh before you the cauſe of God, Dent.1.verl(.17+ 
That ye judge not for man, but for G:d , who is with you in © Elob'm, 
judgement, 2 Chron.19.verſ.6. that the digniry of place Becauſe 
unto which ye are advanced, is exceeding high , ye be-ved bad 
ing the Vicegerents of the moſt High God, in all Civill evferred a 
adminiſtrations,and upon whom the Name ef God him- Part of his 
ſelf is called, Pſ:82.v.1,6.T have ſaid ye are ® Gods, ind all anal is 
of you are children of the m.ſt High ( not by adoption of; ade 
grace,but by adminiſtration of office)That the 2xFeati- yp,nhem, 
on of the Lords people is great from you; That(now the }jr, 7 cb504 
Lord hath turned his hand fo much and often upon yon, :# /ec, * 
as the Potter turns and faſhions his veſſel upon the 
wheel) your droſs ſhould be purely-purged away, and all your 
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tin waſted, and that their Fudges ſhould be as at the fir}, aud 


their Counſellors as at the beginning, ſuch as David, Hezekiah, 
and Joſiah were amongſt the Kings , and ſuch as Joſhuah, 
Zerubbabel and Nehemiah were amongſt the Fudges and 
Governours of Iſrael , that ſo their Jeruſalem may be called 
the City of righteouſneſs, and their Nation , an habitation of 
Fuſtice, Thit Zion may be redeemed with judgement, and her 
converts with righteouſneſs, Ta. 1, verſ.25.26,27. and let it 
not be ill reſented , that I intreat you to confider , how 
ſmall your ſprings were, which are now ſpread-into 
broad Rivers , how Fac:b-like the paflage of ſome have 
been over this Ferdan, Gen.32.verſ,zo. How much .of 
eruth there is in Hannab*s Song, Sam.2.verſ.7,8. Andin 
Davids Pſalm, Pſal.113.verſ.7,8. one ecchoing to ano- 
ther, like the Seraphims in Tſaiah ; The Lord maketh poor, 
and maketh rich, he bringeth low, and lifteth up, he raiſcth up 
the poor out of the duſt , and lifteth up egentem,, the needy 
from the dunghil, to ſet them among Princes, to make them in- 
berit the throne of glory : As David, Agathocles, Numa, 
Maximinianus,&c. and that ye would alwayes' keep a 
freſh ſenſe of theſe three Conſiderations upon your 
ſpirits, you that have owned the cauſe of God, and 
ated in the work.of this generation. 
i. Conſideration. Cexfider how eminent and glorious the 
appearances of God have been unto you, how the arm of God 
hath bees mightily out-ſtretched for you, when you met with op- 
poſition to blood and waſting in the Land, and that from a au- 
merous and inraged enemy : How often the Lord defeated 
the plots, befooled the Conncels , and broke the power 
and Armies of them , who lifted up themſelves againſt 
you, and Amalek-like fought youin Rephidim, when 
you were upon your march through the Wilderneſs, to 
the land of promiſe , and who were as Samaritans a- 
mong you; hindering you by force of Armes, and weak- 
ning your hands by falſe reports, when you were build- 
ing, atleaft repairing the houſe of the Lord , and the walls 
of. our Feruſalem , and yet in the things wherein they 
dealt proudly , God was aboye them, and the ſame woo 
| atn.. 
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hath by unparalleld providence, kept the ſword ftill in 
your hands, and you tt:ll upon the ſeac of Juſtice, | 

' Confid. 2, Confider how the Lord hath not joyned you in 
. Copartnerſhip with thoſe that were your enemies, dividing the 
government betwixt you, and them ( which ſurely nor long ; 
fince would have been. owned as a great priviledge by 
yon, andas a great mercy by us) but the Lord hath put the 
ſole Government of the Nation , and the ordering of affaires 
into your hands : You have ſeen Maries Magnificat made 
good , The Lord hath put down the mighty from their ſeats, 
aud exalted them of low degree, Luke 1. verſ. 52. Are not 
ſome of you thoſe of low degree , whom the Lord hath 
exalted to the ſeat of the mighty? Are not you( I hope 
ſome of you are) Eliakjms, the ſervants of the Lord , 
whom he hath choſen in Shebna*'s room ? Hath., he not 
cloathed you with their Robes, ſtrengthened you with 
their Girdles, committed their Government into your 
hands, amd made you fathers tothe Inhabitants of Fe- 
ruſalen, and to the houſe of Fudah 2 Ifa. 22. verſ.20,21, 
Oh that this might be layed to heart , and the goodneſs 
of the Lord unto you in it ! that the abuſes of the for- + 
mer Government may be remedied , not revived ; thac 
the pride and pomp ( which was onely like that of King 
Agrippa and Bernice , 70\\n gavJeoia, a meer phantaſte, 
| AG.25.verſ.23. a vainſhew, all worldly pomp and ſtate 
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being no-better) of former Governours may be lament- 
ed , not looked after by you, may be mourned for , not 
medled with by you , the righteoufneſs of Chriſt being 
your Robe, his croſs being your Crown , his Goſpel be= 
mg your glory , and that with Nehemiah that good Tir- 
Hatha , you may not enely procure the peace, but- pre- 
vent the opprefiion of your people, that your loynes 
maybe lighter than the little gagers of yourPredeceffors 

I and that you may ſpeak m your deportments' the words 
of Nehemiah, chap.5.verſ.14,15. From the tape that I was 
appointed to be Governour in the land of Jndah, even twelve 
years , I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the Gt= 
vernourbut the former Governours which were before me, were 
"oo COAT En 
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chargeable unto the people : Yea even their ſervants bare rule 
ever the people, but ſo did not I, becauſe of the fear of Ged,yea 
alſo 1 continued inthe work,of this wall, neither bought we any 
land. | | | 

Conſid.3. Conſider,how not Magiſtrates only,but Magiſtra- 
alſo hath been firucken at , by men whoſe-ſpirits and principles 
were againſt both : Some of whom, it may be, have ſate 
in Councel with you, and have formerly ventured far, 
to lay the Key of Government upon you , and upon 
themſelves , but ſince ( ſo ſtrangely arethey metamor- 
phoſed) they have hated, .it-may beyour perſons, -and 
oppoied your Government , ſo that you may take up 
Davids complaint,Plal.41.verf.g. Mine own familiar friend, 
in whom Itruſted, which did eat of my bread hath lift up hz 
beel againft me; compared with Pfal. 55. veri.11,12,13. 
Mine equal , my guide, my acquaintance, we taok, ſweet Ccoun- 
ſe!l together, and walked to the houſe of God in company, 

Oh ! lettheſe and many other conſiderations of like 
import dwell npon your ſpirits, and often meditate, that 
though attemprs have been made againſt your perſons 
and places , yet the Lord hath ſecured you in your pre- 
ſent ſtanding. Ohthen ! Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the 
faith, quit your ſelves like men , be ſtrong, 1 Cor. 16. 
verſ.13. Oh remember what opportunities ye once had, 
that had ye ated up unto them,and vigoroully improved 
the advantages ye once had, much of that evil, which in 
later years hath ſprung up, might have been buried un- 
der ground, and the ſmell of the Nation would have 


| been as the ſmell ofa. field which. the Lord hath bleſſed, 


Gen.27.verſ.27. Yet now thereis hope in Iſrael concern- 
ing theſe things; may we not hopefully conclude, that 
the Lord hath thoughts of peace, and not of trouble to- 
wards us? Dorh not concurrence of the many providences 
hint good will from the Lord unto us ? Is it nothing,that 
no weapon-which is formec againſt us doth proſper? that 
no deſigne takes place ? no Mine takes fire ? no plot, how 
ſecret ſoever ripeneth without diſcovery ? witnels the - 
late proje& of blood and murther againit the Protefors 

perſon, 
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perſon, like the 01d Powder-plot , dete&ed in the very. 


nick of time, when the fire-work was prepared and pla» 
ced, and the match lighted; that all attemptsto involve 
the Nation into war and trouble , have been daſhed in 
peeces? that ſtill the Nation enjoyes peace » and the 
Goſpel-in peace? Stir np all your ſtrength for God, riſe 
up in all your might for the intereſt of Zion, andfor the 
honour of the Lord of Hoſts , 'who hath carried you 
through all thoſe great changes,which youreyes have be- 
held, and hath ſtill kept the helme of Government m 
your hands, notwithſtanding all thoſe ftorms which have 
been upon the Nation,and hath'inow put a new gpportu- 
nity into your hands, the Lord make you magnanimous 
and unammous in the work of the Lord,that yer a bleſſed 
Reformation may be brought forth by your means, that 
ſo the people of this land may beknown among.the Na- 
tions, and their off-ſpring among the people , ſo that all 
they that ſeem may acknowledge them , that, they are 
the ſeed which the Lord hath bleſſed, Iſa.61-verſ.g. Snf- 
fer therefore an unworthy Son of Zion, and Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, for the good (of a part) of that people, 
over which the Lord hath ſet you to bea Remembrancer 
from the Lord unto you , that mercies received may be 
improved by you, and enkindle an holy zeal for God in 
Ou. 
q I. To make good the Covenants and Oaths of your God 
which are upon you, and into which , by your authority and en- 
ſample (at leaſt many of you) we entred; that the ſenſe of 
Covenant-mercies, may provoke unto Covenant=duties, 
for the advancement of the Kingdome of the Lord Jeſus 
in unity, peace, purity, and the power of godlineſs, that 
Sabbath-itrianeſ(s may be aſſerted by you, Goſpel-Ordi- 
nances may be vindicated, a Profeſſing-people may be 
countenanced, a faithful Miniſtry may beſtill incourage- 
ed and prote&ed, ſuch bounds may be ſet to that a& for 
liberty., that Heterodox opinions may not like a land- 
flood overflow the Nation,but that horrid Impoſtors, and 
notorious offenders may be puniſhed, that all Tjrael may 


hear 
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hear and fear, Deut,13.verſ.11. And that the anointing of 
God may give youſafe rules of tendernels, that guilc 
may not lye upon you from God , nor juſt blame from 
good men, for that ſoftneſs of ſpirit you ſhew towards. 
the Lords people, who in theſe times of light and liber- 
ty, do conſcientiouſly , a& under different perſwaſions 
in indifferent things, and therefore do much ſtand in 
need of Chriftian and prudent Moderators, who may 
keep our fingers ont of one anothers conſciences, may 
prote& us from the violence of impoling ſpirits and prin- 
IV Ciples , and that uniformity may not be preſſed with a 
z .. Prelatical, bnt with an Evangelical ſpirit in diſciplinary 
oints 3 When the winde bloweth high and croſs, if the 
Þilot doth not wiſely governthe helme, the ſhip is in 
danger to be ſplit, at leaſt much of the precious Bs 

to be loſt. : > 
2. That a ſenſe of eminent preſervaticns, may ſtir you upto 
a careful ſuppreſſion of ſin and wickedneſs , by a vigorous pur- 
ſuit of ſuch penal Laws. as are now in force, and by enaGing 
more ſevere,or adding to the former wherein they are defedive; 
that the Nation may not abound with oaths, pride,drun= 
kenneſs, thefts, uncleanneſs, oppreition , by depopula- 
ting,incloſures, and other abominations,as it hath done, 
and ſtill doth, nor mourn under a ſad fear of that great 
controverſie , which the Lord may juſtly take up againſt 
it for them, Hoſ.q. verſ.1,2,3-: That m order to this, a- 
Qive and conſcientious ' Magiſtrates may. be placed in e- 
very County , godly and flirring officers may be choſen 
and encouraged in every Town, whichattordeth perſons 
meet for ſuch a truſt , that the number of Mo houſes, 
which have been the ſeminaries and ſeed-plots of vice 
: and villanies , | may ftill be ſuppreſſed, as they have late- 
| ly been in great meaſure by the care of ſome worthy per- 
ſons among us,and thatin order to bota the Tables, you 
may be a terrour to evill works, not bearing the tword 
in vain, Rom.13.verſ.3,4. having this. inſcription engra- 
ven upon all your judiciary proceedings, as wgs upon 


the ſword of Gharles the Great , Decem preceptoram 
| | cutos 
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rave ! 
: 3. Improve your ſhare in National mercies and perſonal, 
yea Magiſtratical preſervations , to the comfort and counte= 
nance of the good people of the land , though poor and incon- 
fiderable upon auy worldly account : Theſe all along have 
prayed for you, and ventured all under you; that you 
may ſpeak thoſe woads, Zech.12. verſ.5. The Governors of 
Fudah ſhall ſay in their beart , the Inhabitants of Feruſalem 
ſhall be my ſtrength in the Lord of Hoſts their God. Surely 
the-people of the Land, who havea Covenant-intereft 
in the Lord of Hoſts, have been much your ſtrengech un- 
—-der God, both upon the Mount by praying, and in the 

valley by fighting, when your ftraights have been the 


greateſt : Oh then ! what Rabſhekab ſpake in a bad ſenſe,- ; 


give me leave to ſpeak with ſome change {of words, in a 
good ſenſe, -Iſa.36.verf,g. How then will ye turn away the 
face of one Captain of the leaft of my Maſters ſervants ? So, 
juſt how then will ye turn away your faces from the 
complaints of the leaſt of my - Maſters ſervants ? the 
Saints and fubje&s of the King of Zion? or how then 
will you diſ-ingage the leaſt of them , that they ſhould 
turn away their faces from praying for you, much leſs 
turn their prayers againſt you? Oh remember, they have 


been your ſtrength in the day of battel , -your ſleighting ' 


of ſuch in their addreſments unto you , andnot, plead- 
ing their cauſe in caſe of wrong and oppreflion , when 
their Adverſaries have been too mighty forthem , and 
relief conld only be had from a Court of Equity,and in a 
courſe of equity, hath been much complained of upon 
earth, and will hearvery ill in heaven in the ears of the 
Lord of Hoſts their God : Oh then! be Eliakzms to the 
poor of the flock , and make good that Propheſie , That 
upon you may be hanged all veſſels of ſmall quantity , from the 


veſſels - 
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veſſels of cups,even t0 all the veſſels of flaggons,Ua.22.24.Great | 
veſſels can ſtand upon their own bottoms : And ſurely the, 
freſh records of thoſe glorious things , which the Lord 
hath brough forth by you and for you, will engage you ! 
to the things propounded, yea to greater then theſe, if 
fet home by the Lord upon your hearts, and that, av re- 
turns for received mercies. | | WS 

T ſhall apply this dodrine to my brethren of the Mini=' 
flery, . ſuffer I beſeech you a word of exhurtation from 
one, who i lew in name. and gifts in Iſrael , yet your 
brother and fellow labourer in the Lords vineyard , 
for the bringing in and building up of ſouls , that I may give 
up my accounts with joy, and through rich grace and free mercy 
in Feſus Chriſt, may receive a crown of glory, woich fadeth nos 
away, when the great Shepherd ſhall appear, 1Pet.5.4. whoſe 
glorious appearance we look for and long afrer, and 
which (according to Cronological computation and the 
opinion of ſome) draweth near, and indeed co believers 
ought to beever at hand in the meditation and expeCtan- 
cy of it, and moſtly to the Miniiters , that we may be 
quickened up ro:duty and diligence , That woen our Lord 
cometh he may finde us doing bis own works : The. elders there- 
fore I exhort who alſo am an elder, as the Apoitle ſaith, 1Pet. 
5-1. {chough'unworthy of that honor and ofhice) that you 
would improve the appearances of God, which have been 
eminent and immediate in the day of his peoples di- 
ſtreſs. Ah brethren ! hath a day of diſtreſs been upon 
us ? and hath the Lord ftood by and ſtrengthened us in 
all attempts which have been made againſt us? Have we 
been ſtars and fhill-are we,in the hands Jeſus Chriſt? hath | 
the Lord made ws a fenced brazen wall unto the people 
of this nation, when we have taken forch the precious 
from the vile, in obedience to Gods command and Gol- 


» pel-Order ? have they fought againſt us and not prevail- 


_£d? and whence was ir that attempts againſt us ſucceeded 


-*not? Why? Becauſethe Lord hath been with us to ſave 


us and deliver us, 7er.15.19,20. On brethren ! what have 
our returns'been ? what ſence have we of theſe mercies 
WF, upon 
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ſtanding'? 

1, Oh, Let ws confider , How deep a ſhare we have had in 

all ihe National mercies and preſervations , if the ſhip had 

* been wracke we ſhould hardly have efcaped to land on 
broken boards; if the enemy had vrevidled; chat party 

had been conquered,that intereft daſht in pieces which we 

owned aud adhered unto, what quarter, think ye, ſhould 

we have had ? however men of other capacities might 

have ſped, it woald have been ill enough with us, we 

ſhould not onely have ſuffered in a common capacity, as 


thoſe who abetted the Parliamentary intereſt againſt the 


Royal Caufe and Party, but as Incendiaries, as men (in 
the ſence of our adverſaries) who had blown the crumper 
of r-beliion,and preach*t up a ſpirir of Sedition amongſt 
our people; nay, men of our own coat, and many of our 
own charge, would have helped forward oar calamity : 
Biic now through the appearances of a good God, thoſe 
torms of blood and war are ſcattered; peace is reſtored, 
and we cnyoy as large a ſhare as any , in the fafery and 
trauquility. of the Nation. A 
2, Conſider what reſtraints were upon us,as to the exerciſe of 
our gifts and callings ; few, though perſons eminenr yt 
prace and learning, that would not pronoynce the $%;- 
ol:th of the times, had any opporcunity to preach, with 
any encouraging maintenance in preaching ,: arid thoſe” 
that had, how were they contined as to dofrines and mat 
cer of preaching ; bound up-as to days, and limiredas” 
to times, towit, a Sermon hour , which they omft tive 
under penalty exceed : Bur now that Monopoly is taken 
off , thoſe boundaries broken down, and a great door 
and efteQual is open to us ;* we hve Pulpers' of our own, 
and the liberty nor onely of ourfoirn but of others alſo, 


we have the freedom of Sabbaths,. and alſo may without, 2... 
the check of authority dv the work'of a Sabbath, on everp®>5=* . 


week day 3 every day may be a Lords day, a day of the 
ſon-of man to us ; who amongt us have received a check 
from the Rulers for preaching too often andoo much,if 


upon our ſpirits ? 'what apprehentions of our preſent 


"+ 
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the, matter delivered was'not offenſive upon a Civil ac- 
count ? which doubtleſs would have been owned as a 
ſingular mercy, by thoſe worthies of the Lord, who have 
gone before us. | 
3. Confider, what yoaks have been put upn our necks, what 
impofitions upon our conſcier ces, what innovations and offenſive 
ceremonies bave been obtruded up.un w.: How many godly 
Miniſters have been courted, {ilenced, ſuſpended,ej=ed, 
exiled ? not becauſe their principles were vitious , their 
lives ſcandalous or their doctrines erroneous : not becauſe 
they could not preachgas being ignorant,or becauſe they 
would not preach, as being negligent ; but becauſe they 
would not kiſs the Calves, and ſubmit to that which was 
then called Uniformity , andthar in every punAtilio and 
ceremony : How. many choice Divines have had. great 
reaſonings within their own ſpirits , and much arguing 
one with another, whether they ſhould yield to all wmn- 
poſed ceremonies,to gain an opportunity to honour God 
in the courſe of their Miniſtery, or elſe: quit their places 
and people, yea the nation alſo rather then difhonour 
God, and burden their own conſciences with them? How 
My reverend many did chooſe rather to be put out of their livings, 
Grandfather then to put on their Surpliſs ? and how did ſome chooſe 
Mr. biting rather a voluntary exile, even into 4merica, rather then 
pr ag a conform to innovated ſuperſtitions? but now the Church 
Nor : "xets is ſwept > and all that traſh iS carried out of the doors ; 
for ſhire be- 20d nothing now 32 ſacris, impoſed,which is notagreeable 
ing.one, £©© Scripture truth and pattern ;- So that, ifour ſpirits be 
| wounded , they are from the fence of our own fins, or 
from differences among our equals , not from the ſmart 
of impoſed Ceremonies from Superiors. 
4+ Conſider, what oppoſuion we met withal , in the years 
that are paſt, by men. of carnal ſpirits and principles , even in 
our own places, when we have reproved their wickgdneſs and 
eonteſted againſt their adored vanities : How have many 
godly Miniſters beenſlighted by the prophane Rabble,re- 
uking their Sabbath-breaking , when they could plead 
the book of liberty and the Royal. Sandion 2 Nay, how Dy 
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have been ſecretly traduced and openly reproached by 


men of our own profeſſion ? how have _ poiſoned the -_ 


mindes of our hearers, and have laboured to pull down 


what we have built up, or build their own hay and ftub- 
ble, as ſuperſtru&ures , on that foundation: which we . 


have laid? How have they branded us with names of in- 
famy , that ſo they might loſen theaffe&ions of our peo- 

le from our perſons, and their regards from our Mint- 
firy ? How ſad have.the complamts of ſome been for 
want of a good neighbor-hood ? Good Minifters were 
thin in moſtplaces, for one faithful, honeſt, painful,and 
conſcientions Miniſter; ten yea twenty bad enongh might 
be found in every County : But now,though ſome of our 
pcople are the ſame in ſpirits and principles, yetarethey 
far more tame and quiet under reproof;z though they 
run away, like wild horſes with the Bit in their monthes, 
yet they do not caſt their Riders ; and_where the ſtream 
15 ſtopt in its wonted courſe; yet it filently recurs with- 
out {welling over or breaking down the banks; Bryars 
and thorns may now be touched witbout an iron Gauntlet; and 
we dwell ſafely,thouzgh among Scorpions, Ezek.2.6.Wickednels 


hath no eſtabliſhment now by a law, but meets with the 


check and'frowns of Authority inall the kinds of itz And 
now for one bad one,we havetrve,yea ten good neighbors; 
yea many Counties being now planted, yea filled with 
godly Minifters ; fo that was it not for our private diffe- 
rences,and thoſe:unhappy Animoſities which they kindle 
amonglt us, what fweet communion might we maintain ? 
How might we improve our Lefture-meetings to peacc 
and union ? And! how free might we-be in asking: and 


adviſing one another? The Lord heal thoſe Paroxiſmes of pride 


and paſſion, which cauſe Paul and Barnabas to: break,compa- 

ay, even for @ John, Mark, 49.15.39. oh 
5. Conſider, what ſmall allowance ſome of us have had when 
we ſerved as ſtipendiaries,, under Prelatical Miniſters; ous of 
two, or three hundred'pound fer ann; | fearce twenty 
would bealiowed us by ſome! as-wages forall the work; 
' baud ignota refero'; TOI have a Proverb;  Bbs or 
| 2 et 
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ber edere ex tritura ſua, the Ox'ſhonld eai of the corn he 

treadeth out, But now adays, by ſlight or might, they ſo muz= 
zle the labouring Ox, that they make an Aſs of him, ſays one: 

in many places they allow him nothiug but ſtraw , for treading- 
out the corn, and ſo much flraw as themſelves pleaſe, ſaith ano 
ther ; did not men deal with thoſe faithful Mlnifters , as 
thoſe Gre.1ans did with their ſervants, that put an En- 
gine about their necks ( ealled Tarax74 ) which reached 
down to their hands, that they'mightnor ſo muclias lick 
of the meal when they-were: afring it? It was long ſince 
complained of, That many dealt with. their Minitters , as 
Carriers do by their Horſes,they lay beavy burthen; upon them; 


and then hang, bells about ' their necks : So they require har 


work, and onely give them good words: But now the Lord 
hath prepared a table before usin the midſt of our ene- 
mies , and cauſed our cup to overflow, Pſal. 23.5. The 
whole land is before us and the Lord hath made ns 
to dwell in the beſt: of the_ land many of us, Gen, 
47.6. which 1s envied by many, and is mnich the 
ball of contention , But though I own the goodneſs of 
the Lord in that plentiful provifon which his bounty 
hath now made for us, and conclude the Apoltles afſerti- 


-on to be Gofpel and Authentick, 1 Cor. 9.7. Who goeth a 


warfare onely at bis own charge ? doth the ſouldier fight with- 
out his pay? or who planteth a vineyard aud eateth not of the 
fruit thereof ? Do not many. bunches of Grapes and fla- 
gons of Wine go to the Maſters table? And who feedeth 
'a flock and eateth not of the milk, thereof ? Hath nowthe 
Shepherd his wages either in'milk or mony or both? Say 
I theſe things as a man, or ſaith not the law-the ſame? And 
if ſo, it is not again of oppreſſion upon which Miniſters, 
live, ſeeing Gods law and mans law both affert their pro- 
perty; yet I would not be miſtaken,as though I affirm the 


f <a of Tythes; or plead fora maintenance to 


uch a proportion; or, that Minifters ſhould work onely 
for wages, feed the flock only for the Fleece ſake ; I hate 

ſuch a mercitiary ſpirit, and ſo do many of my brethren; 
and I truſt we ſhould ſtill do,as ſome of us have Cana | 
| "We 
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be as zealous for God and faithful in our Miniftery, with 


a little as with a liberal maintenance , if providence. 
thould alter tlie ſtate of affairs maca 4 us; and ſhould re- * 


joycingly own a liberty to preach as a choice mercy, 
though we had nor a Living to preach for; but, why a 
godly Minifter ſhould caſt off- an eſtabliſhed maintenance 
to humor a ſort of people ; and why they ſhonlJd have a 
command to be hoſpitable, 17im. 3.2, and have nothing 
to fuppore it ,, I know not; I think we-may without fin 
before God,or oftence to good men, own with thankful- 
neſs our preſent fulneſs;aud:I beſeechyou my brethren to 
conſider, that fince the Lord hath given us che places and 
; people of many Idol-Miniſters and lazy drones; what new 
tiicks havs been invented , and new Engines contrived 
to'pluck that bread of allowance out of our mouths ? 
Tythes, yea all ſctled maintenance hath been decryed ; 
and how had, we been reduced to our former indigency, 
if theſe mitzes-had taken fire ? but that the Lord by our 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates, hath {till ſecured our propriety and 
an eſtabliſhmenc provided for them , who are but tenants 
at will , at leaſt but for the lives of others; the want 
whereof hath much ſadned, both good Miniſters and good 


upon them. | b 

6. Laktly, Conſider, how not onely our perſons have formerly 
been ſhot at by the Archers, and our lives in jeopardy , many of 
us everyday; but that of late times , our office hath been much 
oppugned ; attempts have been made once and again, to 
prove not our maintenance onely, but our Minittery alſo 
Antichriſtian, and this not onely buzzed among our people 
by ſome errant SeGaries , but publiſhed in print with all 
virulent S$arcaſmes and inveives againſt us; plots have 
been laid, and parties made (formidable enough) to have 
carried it againſt us in a Parliamentary way : Oh ! let us 
ſeriouſly and often refle& upon theſe and many ocher e- 


minent as of divine favourand bounty towards us, and 
| ler 
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people, and hath given opportunity to corrupt Patrons liyes heing 
upon vacancies, to thruſt in formal if not carnal Miniſters pafſed, * 
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: Fee us make a wiſe and holy improvement of all, toexcite 


and quicken us 1p. | 
I. To a mare faithful diſcharge of our Miniſterial truft : 
have we had our lives given unto ws for & prey in all places 
where we bave been ? Jer.45.5. Oh let us conſecrate them 
now to the'glory of a good God, in ſeeking the lives. of 
thoſe.dead fouls, which are in our refpeCtive congregati- 
on3, Let us in meekn:ſs inftrud thoſe that oppoſe themſelnes, if 


quo modo God peradventnre will give them repentance ts the acknuw= 
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ledgement of the trath, and that they may recover themſelves 
out of the ſnares of the devil , wha are taken capitve by him at 


2b; well, 2 Tim. 2. 25, 26. Oh *ewill be our honourto be 


caily fetching in our ſouls unto Chriſt out of che devils 


quarters. ; WE 21 | 
'-> 2, Again are the doors of the Lords houſe opened unto ws , 
*apbich were formerly ſpout upon us ? Ob let us enter in and let our 


% 


ſtand in the courts of the houſe of our God, Is there a 


. preaching liberty gained for us ? Oh lee us improve it 


withall diligence ? Let us often con over Saint Pauls leſ- 
fon, and own 1t as a duty, 1 Cor. 9.16. Though I preach the 
Goſpel, I have nothing to-glory of , for a neceſſity is laid upon 
mMe, and wo is unto me if I preach wot the Goſpel ; Preach 
man, preach, thou wilt be damned elfe , as one faid to 
his friend: How can we bear witnefs agaimſtthe negli- 
gent, Which are ejefed, bur by our diligence ? what ho- 
nour will it be to the Lord Jefus ? What credit to the 
Church ? or what advantage toourpeople, if lazy droans 
have been caſt out, and we ſucceed them in their lazineſs? 
Oh lers not ſtand idle in the Market-place when there is 


ſo much-work to be done in our! Maſters Vineyard: Lift 


up your ezes and.look, upow the fields, far they ave white unto 
the barveſt, Joh.4.35. O chen let-us beftir our ſelves, that 
we may reap with joy what others have ſow in-cedrs : 
That we may gather fruit unto eternal life : Ol what 
joy is there, when God gives a full harveſtand good wea- 
ther to gather it in ? They joy befcre: me according to thy? 
of harveſt, Iſa, 9.3. Bur O-conſfider, what a joy it witkbe 
to-us at a dying hour, and more , at the great day of our 
| AC 
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accounts , if we have been faithful unto our Lord, and 

brought in a fall harveſt of fouls unto him ? Oh then,we 

ſhall have a welcome to heaven,with that bleſſed euge, Well 

d one good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy _ # 
Lord, Mat. 25-23. Let us apply the Apoltles charge as gi- 

ven to us in his Apoſtolical viſfiration,z Tim.4.1,2. 1 coarge | 
thee before God, ana the Lord Feſus Chrijt , who ſhall judge anxalgas 
the quick, and the dead at his appearing and in bis kingd m, #972 'c 949: 
preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſox aud out of ſeaſon, reprove, ad carms nt 
rebuke, + exhort withall long ſuffering  an4 dofirin: ; the Mini- mon bs. 
ftery is not an eaſie trade, an idle mans occupation, Sudor.,_ 1? pa. 
&conomicus et magnus , politicus eſt majur , Eccleſinſticus ef Tarkind 
maximw , as Luther was wont to fay, the Maſter of a fa- | 

mily hath a great work lying upon his hands (the Lord 

lay it npon his heart) the Magiftrate hath a greater, the, 

Mtimifter hath the greateſt of all : Oh ther let the ſence 

of that great freedom we now injoy, and the dear rate ic 

hath been purchaſedat ('the blood of many Saints ) 

quicken us up to duty and diligence, and perſwade us to 


a{t-up to the rules laid down by a Reverend Brother, and, »..,,, oy 


to work after the patterne. of our Worcefter-ſhire Bre=, tis 3:14. 
thren. A 5 Sim. 
3. Again, bath'the Lord broken the ſtaff .of our oppreſſors, D 

and their yoaks from off our necks ? Oh ! lit us not lay the 
ftaff of oppreſſion upon one another nor put yoaks on oxe anothers- 
necks; leaft our bauds be made ſtronger, Jernſalem is in deed a - 
glorious City, when:the.buildings thereof are compatted 
together and conti a and the Inhabirants thereof 


arcat unity among thewFelves, Pſal.123; but we muſt not Wring not 
ſopurſue nnity as to neffe& purity, nor preſs uniformity men con” 
ſo, as to degenerate into Tyranny Order in-diſcipline. {ciences 
ry points is beautiful , and agreement defirable., but to xa may . k 
force it begetteth confulion/ and breedeth animoſities : ?2P ©0 on 
How can we bear witneſs. agginſt the Prelates;Sordlhip , Irs er S - 
if we ſhould Lord it over / one another;Z®br againſt doDr.S F fn | 
the Popes infallibility , if we ſhould impoſe upon one a- " INOÞ 
nother ? if weſhould preſcribe laws to gne anochers con- 
ſciences, or make our-own. intetpretations , Ky 
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Scriptures , and relating to order onely, canonical and 
binding coall ? ic would be indeed a crown of beauty , 
and Diadem of glory upon our heads , if. there was that 


peace among us az was betwixt Miconizs and his Col- : 


lea$ues, concerning whom heuſeth. theſe words , Curri- 
Mus, Crtavimus, laboraviwus, Pucnauimus, VICIMUS Cf Viatte 
mus ſemper 6onjuuciſume, whett the watchmen ﬀf Iſrael do lift 
up thetr voice, and with their voice together, they 40 ſing, when 
they ſee eye to eye, Ia. 52.8. When they all do ſpeak, the ſame 
things, when there are no diviſions among them , but are per- 
fealy joyned together in the ſame minde,and in the ſame judge- 
men, 1Cor.1.10, But if we cannot attain this unity in cir- 
cumſtantials, let us bleſs God,that we do it infundamen- 
tals, andler our union in the head, untieus in the heart, 
carrying it withalltendernets one toward another,in dif- 
terences of ſmaller moment under this aflurancegthat, Tbz 
tandem c nveniemus , uit Luthero cum Zninglio optime. jam 
convenit, there's no claſhing m heaven berwixc Luther and 
Zuinglius abouc the Sacrament , we ſhall all be of one 
minde in heaven , and why ſhould we claſh upon earth ? 
Tho:;gh ſome of us diſpz1fſe the Supper to a tele com- 
pany, judging it moit agreeable.to Goſpel orderand pat- 
rern, yer why ſhould we urge this npon our brethren , 
who judge otherwiſe ? oypwhy ſhould our Brethren urge a 
general admiſſion upon us, VW hy ſhould the difputes be fo 
hot and conteſts {0 high among brethren about modelling 
the Congregations, whether by catting out, or leaving out 
the ſcandalous and profane,when as we all own the Lords 
Supperto be a ſtanding ordinance, and do not antiquaze 
it with the Quakers, nor withhold the cup from our peo- 
ple wich the Papiſts, nor maintain a Conſumbltantiarion 
with the Lutherans nor diſpenſe it promiſcuouſly,to all of 
age in our pariſhes (mad men and fools onely excepted) 
with ſome Epiſcopal men , but endeavor a pure admini- 
{tration agreeing in that as our great end) that it may be 
difpened onely to viftible Saints. Why ſhould ſuch, 
wormwood and gall appear .in our pens and Pulpets one 
againſt another upon this ſubje&? have we not onhes 
= ; wor 
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work to do?. may we not imploy our ſtock better? would: 
Iz not add more to Gods honour and our own alſo, if we: . 
did lay out that zeal which we ſpend one againſt another, 
againit Papifts and oats” Is it a time for Shepherds, 
ro quareel, abour folding of their Sheep , when Wolves 
are broke into the flock ?' Is it a time for Officers of an 
Army to diſpnte titles anU trifles , when the enemy ap- 
ears in the ficld with a formed Army againft them ? Is 
it a time for usto ſpend onr ſtrength in anger and ani- 
mofities one againſt another, when the Nation ſwarms 
with Hereticks? when they make ſuch havock of the flock 
in- many places? and when. they all combine againftus ?; 
for however they differ among themſelves, they agree in 
cheir:-hatred , and oppofition of us ; like a Brigado of 
horfe, that Scout up and down in ſeveral parties, yet 
meet together at the head quarters: Surely. the undermin- 
ing of a Goſpel-Miniſtery is the general Rendevouz of all 
our SeQaries, at leaſt mott:;of them 3 Qh then let the ſence 
of danger perſwade us to. body in love; and the fence of 
duty provoke us to improve our perſonal ſafety, preaci= 
ing opportunity, Goſpel-liberty, freedome of communis: . 
on, maintenance and Miniſtery moſt tothe glory of a-' 
good God, and this we ſhall beſt do, and beſt reach: the 


great end of Godin our great deliverances, if weſet up :.: | 


theApoſtles counſel as our great way-mark, A@.20.28.T ake . 
beed unto your” ſelves '#nd to all the flock, over which the holy 

Ghoſt hath made --you' overſeers,' to feed the Church of Gud, , 

which be hath purchaſed with his own bloed, and weiſhall better 
| -prderſtand this text and our duty by perufing Maſter Baxter - 
pon ir, in his'Gildas Salutanus.”' monnsad 31 yurih 
'2. This Dofirine hath « wor of friendly advice to.militaty 
men, which I hope" jhall-meet with a friendly reſentment gc: bes 
cauſe it comes from a friend,” with aifriendly intent 2 \hamno 
Cynick ,* nor apt to quarrel ,-.if: I was; 'T wouldbeymort 
thc z then\ro:enrage- them by tart language; who 

ave ſo often fought avienraged enemy inthevopentields 
and more>ingenuous , then: toiſpend :mpchpler:againſt 
cheny',;whohwweſpilc: I formy Gfetyi And 
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therefore O ye valiant ones of Ifrael;z confider how far 
this dofrine 1s applicable to: you in that capacity; are 
the appearances of God eminent and immediate-in_the 
day of his peoples diſtreſs ? | ; Y 
. I. Conſider how rare and ckilful you were in-all martial af- 
fairs, at your" firſt entrance npon . thewar ; how little of a 
Ge tracks Soldier as tothe ſhghts and Rratagems of war,wcre found. 
] 4 < Aga ar. 1 you, atleaſt moſt of you, when you firſt rook the heldz 
ia o forth 21d yer what a teaching ſpirit from the Lord came upon 
_ withiefscon- J0u3 how ſuddainly,even to-admiration, did the Lord of 
fidence on XMofts teach your hands to war, and your fingers to fight 2 Pſal.. 
Fir own 144-I- So that a ſhort rime did make yon expeR,in all the 
ey or more Councels and carriages of a well-ordered Battail ; that 
contempt of yewere able to. countermine all your encmies ; and pre- 
their enemys.yent and purſue advantages with much: warlike prudence: 
& did more Oh, Jet this be owned in peace, as a fignal mercy from the 
—_ _ ELord,: and as that which tended much to yaurs and our 
| "nip theſe Preſervation , and to:che gaining of all thoſe. freedoms 
following which we-now enjoy 3 Tis « ſpecial owning providence, when. 
ſucceſles The Lord qualifieth perſcns for imployments. | 
they proved | ; 
fuch,as would coo much poſe antiquity among all the Campes of the famed He= 
of. this Army, T. M- in the byttory of the Civil 


k 


roes, Heroes! finden parall 
_Warzp. 114, i 1 6 


2.. Conſider bow low your ſpirits were at your firſt taking up: 
of Armes ; what fears and troubles and -terrors were upon 
your ſpirits, when ye firſt heard the ſound of the trum- 
pet and the Alaram for war; how terrible the fight of an 
Army with banners diſplayed was, and how:dreadfully 
the claſhing of Armor ſounded ih your. cars; were not 
many of you like the men of Ifracl who-followed Gide- 
On, Fales. » Who. when proclamation was made in the 
. Army, Whoſcever js fearful and afraid , lt bim return early 

from mount Gilead? there returned of the people twenty and 
twa thouſand ? would not ſuch a licence fora retreat have 
found acceptation with';many of you 2? did not you with - 
your felyes in your ſhops again } at your, 'employments 
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again? 
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-bullecs.have been guided by the. hand ofGod.vo miſs. your 
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again ? did you nor blame your ſelyes for your raſh and 
forward undertaking ſo dangerous a ſervice? and yet 
how did che Lord heighten..your fpirits ? how did he 
cloath you with valour and undaunted courage ? how 
did the ſpirit of the Lord come upon you, as upon Sal, 
1Sam.11-6, What kindlings of anger and warhke indig- 
nation were 1n you, as in Sax! when he ſaw the defigne of 
the Ammonites to thruſt out: the right eyes of your bre- 
thren , and:lay it for a. reproach upon all Iſrael ? and 
how did the progreſs. of the war declare both your skill 
and valour, your enemies themſelves being Judges? Va- 
liant men of the valiant of Iſrael , expert in war., marching 
&jd watching with your ſwerds upun your #highs, becauſe of 
the fear inthe night 7. Can.3.7,8. | oof 

3. Conſider what Midianiſh Armies for multitude, ye bave 
encountred with? whar numerous bodies :have drawn: up 
againſt you ? how the Nations round-. about have been 
called in againſt you? How many Armies of men of dif- 
ferent Jauguages,.intercfts, and Religions have been for- 
med againſt you ? And yet the ſword of the Lord andof 
Gideon hach; broken-them in prog Lord by you, hath 
done unto them 4 As. unto the Miavenites ai ts Siſers.,: 166: to 
F abin at the brook;of Kiſoen, which periſhed 'at Ender and lit- 


.Came 4s dung ' for the earth; their nobles have been. made like 
.Oreb and like: Zreb:, and. dii their Princes likg. Zeba ,, -and. os 


Zalmunnah , who ſaid let ws tak. to aur. ſelues'the: houſes of 


God int poſſeſaon,Plal.$3.9,10;11,12-Nayghow:haveye with 


tie iharpthreſhinginſtrumenc of the power ami juſtice of 
the wolt 'nghGod,rhrafbed the mountains. and beat them 


-1maii, and made the hills as chaff? How have:ye fanned 


many of them? how hath the winde: carried chem away 


144i che whirlewinde ſcattered them.?. If. 41.1516. How 

.haiu this been made good;oet home; abroad; -by Land 
_ a4 Ly dea, that:yeand we may rejojce rogecheriand 

-glory m che Holy:one of Iſrael. of oh hh 9 DV 


4. Conſider what perſonal perſervati ons fe hate had,how-the 
Lord vat Covered your head: in the dayof Battail:How many 
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bodies;when theyhaveflown like ſtorms of hail about you; 
how they have glidedoff your Armor and not torn your 
garments, Or rent your garments,8& not rippled your skin 
or raſedyour $kin,8& nat reach't your fleſh or though your 
fleſk hath been laſhed, yet your lives have been ſecured ; 
Oh confider the diſtinguiſhing providences that have been 
toward you,ſometimes a-right hand man dropping down, 
ſometimes a left hand'man, ſomerimes a ou hath been 
fired at yourbreafts and would not go off ; fometimes a 
ſword hath been lift up to cleave your heads, and the 
Lord hath ſtayed the hand,as once he did Abrabams,ſome- 
times your horſes” have been flain under you, and ye 
have'been mounted again or made an eſcape on foot : O 
let your perſonal deliverances be gathered up and recor- 
ded by you:: | = 
'5, Conſider all thoſe. great things ,, which the Lord hath 


wrought for you, and by you in this and other Nations; What 


fieges have been raiſed by you, when the diſtreſſes of your 
brethren have been very ſad,as Glocefter and other places: ' 
What: ftrong Towns and Cities have been 'carried by 
[you '@s Colchefter and other Forts and Cittadels : What 
eminent battails have been fought and won by yoa? what 
Kaunghter hath been made in the Camps of your enemies? 
with what unequal numbers have ye taken the field fome- 
times ? and atall times, almoſt , comeoff-with far diffe- 
rent loſs? How, again and again Armies have been raiſ- 
ed, and thoſe Armies:have been routed 3 forces levied', 
_ and tliofe forces have'been levelled even with theground; 
'the proudeft-and ftonteſt of them , Moab-like have:been 
trodden as firaw for the dunghill:: How various, how. vo- 

-  Juminous have the mercies:of the Lord been to you? that 
in sll encounters ye have come off with the conqueſt, at 
leaft the iflue of: the war proclaims :you Conquerors ; ſo 
that-the Lord hath made good that promiſe to you, Foſh. 
- 1.5. There ſhall not be any man able to ftand before thee all the 
' Gays of thy life, Nay Chap.2.10. The bearts of all your ene- | 
 Wics have melted, neither ta there remain any - more courage 
” oy 5v s beeguſe of you; for the experience of many 
peo ltet years 
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years and many wars hath proved the truth of that great 
promiles Iſg.5 4-15. Behold they ſhall ſurely gatber together , 

us not by me; that all the gatherings together and muſters. 
of the enemy have been without the Lord, for whoſo- 
ever hath gathered together againk you; hath faln before 
you'; No weapon that bath been formed againtt you, hath hi- 
therto proſpered, this hath hitherto been. your heritage , and 
that it. may be continued in mercy unto you, and ye may 
be continued as & mercy to the land, and to the Saints ; 
let me commend ſome few things unto you. 

I. Do not ſacrifice to your nets, nor burn incenſe to your own 
drags; do not ſay your own ſword and your own bow 
hath gotten you the victory, and ſo ſhutout the King 
of Saints and his anointed ones from any ſhare in your 
many vi&gories : Take heed of Elatiſns. and-up liftings of 
ſpirit, in aſcribing too much to your own proweſs and 
' policy, and ſo, carry away the honor of the day from the 
Lord of Hofts : it is much a fault in many , who will nor 
own. God in you, nor acknowledge you as a Battle-ax tn 
the hands of the great God, whereby he hath broken 
the enemy, and dafht in pieces the. powers of theworld 
which hath ſtood up againſtthe Lord and his people: and 
it would be much pour ſin,- if ye ſhould (by a proud Mo- 
noply) engroſs the glory ..of the work wholly to your 
ſe]yes:. if any thing of this nature hath been upon your 
ſpirits, orfaln unwarily from your lips , let me beſpeak 
you in the words of an excellent woman, and think it 
not diſhonour to be counſelled by the mouth of a woman, 
though Abimelech did-to fall by the hand of a woman, 
154m.2.3. TWkno more ſo exceeding proudly, let not arrogan- 
cy come forth of your mouth,for the Lard is aGod of knowledge 
and by bim ations are weighed : He that trieth the hearc 
and weigheth the ſpirits, will certainly weigh ſuch car- 
riages, and finde them too light ; if ſouldiers ſay with 
Ajax, I know no God but my ſword, they INEE finde, 
'rhat the ſword of Gideon, is but a wooden blade, if the 
ſword of the Lord be not with it ; be much in working 


that paſſage upon your hearts,Iſe.10.15. Sball the ax boaſt 
| yy 
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it ſelf againft bim that beweth with it ? or ſhall the ſaw mag- 
.mifie it ſelf againſt him that ſhaketh it? &c. Ye know , con- 
.cerning whom cheſe words were ſpoken , proud Sena- 
- .cberib, and upon what occaſion, to wit, the vaunting of 
his ſucceſs in wars; and what follows? why verſ.16.There- 
-fore the Lord', the Lord of Hofts ſhall ſen4 among bis fat ones 
(principal Officers) leanneſs, and under bis glory be ſhall 
kindle a fire : May not that contempt which the Lord 
-hath poured upon. ſome (ones of you) ſpring much from 
this root of pride? I onely interrogate, and ſuch are 
thereſpe&3 I bear to the Reftorers of our peace and: li- 
berty, char I wiſhche Dream may be to thoſe that hate you, 
nd the interpretation unto your-enemies,Dan.q.19. | 
2. Own the people of the Lord who have owned you, and the 
cauſe ye bave ventured&n ; They have had a large ſharein 
the fraughtage of that ſhip,which by the bleſſingof God, 
hach been ſteered by you through ſtormy Seas into ſafe 
harbour. Read ofren Prov.279. verſ. 10. Thine own friend, 
and thy fathers friend f:rſakenot + You cannot own God 
fully, if you diſ-own his people, whounder him have aſ- 
ſiſted in the work; ye have had many Auxiliaries , who 
have helped the Lord and you againſt the mighry. Some 
have jeoparded their lives unto death with you in the 
high places of che field, Fudg.5.18. It would be very dif- 
ingenuous to lay ſuch afide, as depomtant , and over-look 
them as men unworthy of your knowledge,now ye fit in 
the-high places of the Nation : An heathen mans conſci- 
ence {mote him for this crime, Gez.1.veri.9g. and thall che 
The Popith. ouilethercof reſt upon you ? And ſome again have been 
Souldiers upon the Mount, when you have been tghcing with 'your 


cr - enemies in the valley; and they have not been your work , 
_ t- friends; neither haveye xeceivedthe leaſt aid from chin 
| 4 9-35 oh When *Meſes held up his tands ,- Iſrael prevailed ; 14 | 


that the Mi. When he let down His hands 4ma!:k, prevailed, Exod,r7.* 
mite's with Verſ.11. Ye owe much of your ſucceſs and fatccy in the: .. 
" their 2raycrs JAE, 1 £3 
conjured and bewitched them thatthey cou!d not fight. A d cid not year 
|  Edge-till ſay with othets,nowterthefruns of prayer? and 61d nut yereceiveche 
- tru of ir? | £ 
late 
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late wars to a praying people; Fe was obſerved (and it 


was very obſervable) that immediately after monthly 


Faſts, ye got ground of the enemy in ſome places : did 


not the Lord proclaime in your Camp , that this and 
that victory was , as well the procurement of a praying 
Aſſembly, as of a fighcing Army } And that it was, as 
well ferched from heaven by the tears of his SanCtuary, 
as finiſhed upon earth by the blood of his Seuldiery? In- 
deed, ye deſcrve blame, if yeſleight chem , who have 
wept and mourned, faſted and prayed,yea wraftled hard 
for you, and by whom the war hath been much carried 
on 1n heaven 3 and we are equally blame-worthy,._ if we 
flight you , who have laboured and marched, and run 
the hazzard of Immbs and lives, yea fought and bled, and 
by whom the war hath becn carried on upon earth : The 
Lord heal all bard-thoughtedneſs betwixt you. and us , and. 
makg us one, as ever in the truth aud Cauſe of Feſw. 

3. Be humbled before the Lord, for all the a@is of violence 
and injuſtice, either aGed or permitted by you , inthe beat. of 
war ; for all the breacies of Qaths or Covenants -with 


A great 4 
Queen fa? 
ſhe feared © 


God or man, for all your failing in, or fallifying of the ,qrerhe 


Vows, which ye made to God in the day of your di- prayers of 
diftreſs : And thac there hath been any root bearing /oha Kuox, 


. wormwood or gall ſpringing up among yoy, that of your and his 


ſelves men have aroſe feaking perverſe things, to draw away Complicesy 
diſciples after them, A.20.verſ.19.. It is too evident , and chan = Ars 
my of thirty 
ouſand | 
men, T-ap int 
MAIL +1 8:19% 


hath been, that the File-leaders and heads of many er- 
rours (that I ſay not .of all) have been either of, or 
found ſhelter in the Army; both have many wit- 
nefſesat this day living : I took no great impreſſion up- 
on us that ſome ſtragling perſons blurted off their' pot- 
guns at us3” bur when we were drawn. upon by the Soul- 

iery, or by a ſort of men abetted by thenr, and march- 
ing under their protefion , this was great grief of heart 
-unte us; this was a ſword in our bones, andfdrew tears 
from our eyes in our ſecret mournings before the Lord : 
This made our prophane neighbours ſcoffe at us , when 
hey beard thoſ: cruchs oppoled, thoſe doA&rines comra- 


/ 
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difted thoſe wayes of the Lord evil-ſpoken of, and thoſe 
Ordinances fleighted , for which ye and we had con- 
teſted ſo long with tears and blood : This made the 
Cavalier-Miniſter laugh in their ſleeves ,, and«deride 
when they beheld the faithful Minifters ( faithful to the 
Lord, to you, andto the cauſe contended for) vilitied, 
diſdained , and traduced, and that by a party of our 
own Army , when they themſelves met with no ſuch 
trouble from them : This we looked upon as very diſ- 
ingenuous to us, and as unſuitable returns to the 
Lord. 

The Lord clear up his great Goſpel truths above all 
poſſibility of miſtake by his own people, and fill the 


earth with the knowledge of the Lord as the water Covers the 


Sea, Iſa.11.9. that ye, aud we may go forth by the footſteps of 
the flockg,that ye may feed your kids by the ſhepherds tents, and . 
all of us may know where the Lord Feſus feedeth , and where © 
be maketh bis flockto reft at noon , Cant.1, verſe 7,8. For 


' why ſhould arty of you be as they that turn afide by the flocks of 


ftrangers ? : 

4. Duicken up that ancient zeal, thoſe burning affeions, 
and that fixedneſs of ſpirit in you , for the Lord, his truth, 
his cauſe , his Miniſtery and bis people which once yehad : © 
if ye find your preſent peace and pleafure, honor and full 
eftates,dignity and dominion to begin raiſe unwholeſome 
damps in yonr ſouls, the ſenſe of grace received and 


'mercies received ( ſoeminent as yours have been , and 


the Nation in you) will excellently ſcatter them, if well 
improved: Oh then ! the Champions of Tfrael,who have 
vanquiſhed Chriſtand his Churches enenues 1 the field 


. draw up gallant Z againſt corruptions 'in your own 


] 
hearts; As ye have ſubdued Kingdomes, ſo work righteouſneſs -: 
As ye have bled for Chriſt in time of war , ſo bow down 


to Chrift in time of peace.: As ye have ſealed/the walls 


of the mighty, ſo pull down the firong holds of fin with- 


in your own boſomes : As ye have Taft down the high 


ones of "the earth from their feats, ſo caſt down imagina« 


-riogs, andevery high thought which'cxalterh ic' ſelf a- 


- 
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gainſt the knowledge of God ; As ye have' captivated: 
Nations and people to the 'obedience 'of 'your com» 
mands, ſo bring all the thoughts (che Nations and 
pooges of thoſe little worlds your hearts) into captivity 
' to the obedience of Jeſus Chrift, and his Goſpel-com« 
mands, 2 Cor.10. verſ.5. Your war is an In-fand war 
now , the weapons of your warfare are not now carnal, 
but ſpiritual : your enemies are not High-landers , bur ' 
In-landers , not Cavaliers,. but Corruptions , nor the 
. wildeIriſh, but the wilde Aſſes Colc,principles of proud, 
corrupt nature : And now, as your conflis are harder, 
ſo your conqueſts will be happier : As your enemies are 
- more dangerous , ſo your victory will be more glorious , 
Prov.16.ver(.32. he that rulech his own ſpirit , 1s better 
than he that ſcalech a City : Oh it would be very ſad, 
and much ſadden the hearts of many of your Chriſtian 
Friends, if any of yon who Sampſon-like, have ſlain the 
Philiſtins,ſhould yourſelves be ſlain by a Philiſtin Delilah; 
thatyonr locks ſhould be cut,and the ftrength of the Lord 
ſhould depart from you; Oh how would the Daughters'of 
the Philiftins rejoyce , how. would the Daughters of the 
uncircumciſed triumph , when this ſhould be told in 
Gath, and publithed in the ſtreets in Aikelon, and how 
would theDaughtersofIſrael weep over you,and ſay, How 
are the mighty fallen in the mid of the battel ! the ſpiritual 
warfare : How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
| | war periſhed ! 2 Saw.1.verf.24.25,27. Oh then, ſtand to 
| your Armes ! make good your Sacramentum militare, 
your military oath ro be true to Chriſt and his cauſe; 
there is not fuch a thing in a Goſpel-ſenſe, belonging to 
| your Chriſtian warfare,as an honorable retreat;not ſuch 
a word of command in all Chrifts military Diſcipline,as Mr- G—_ 
fal back,and lay down your arms,till called off by death, Ft: his 
asa Reverend Divine faith : Oh then ! now the war is Complene. 
ended, and the Lord hath given us peace by your means, armour, 
attend that ſpiritual work, and ſpiritual war,and go to Page374» 
the Armoury of the great Captain of our ſalvation, 
opened by St.Panl, Ca 1,12,13-Kc. and —_— 
| L uc 
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Tuch peeces as yon want ;, yea every. peece of Armour, 


that you finde 1n that ſpiritual Magazine , that ye may be 
able to withſtand in the evil day, and having done all to 
ftand 3 that ſo having fought the good fight of faith , ye 
may hold on eternal life, and reccive that Coronam nili- 
tarem, that Crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord will 
give to all thoſe,who love his appearing,2 Tim,verſ.4.7,v. 
4: Here 4« 4 word from the Lord to Mariners , and Sea- 
trading men :; And O that: our Sea-Commanders and 
Souldiers would rightly,improve this truth ! If this poor 
Treatiſe ſhall come inro auy of your hands, the good 
Lord ſet it upon your hearts; If the appearances of 
God | be eminent and immediate to any in a day of 
diſtreſs, ſyre they have been ſoto you ; ye of all men do 
ſee much of the power and providence of God, at leaſt 
may ſee it,” if youreyes be opened, and your mindes ſa- 
vingly inlightned : The Plalmiſt tells us (and though E 
be not a Seafaring man yet I belceve ut) they that go down 
to the Seas in ſhips, that do buſineſs ingreas waters, theſe ſee 
the works of the Lord , and bis wonders in the deep; for be 
commandeth aud raiſeth up the ſtormy wind , whicb lifteth up 
the waves thereof, they mount ap; to the heavens, they go down 
#gain to the depths,. Plal.10. verf.23,24,25926. Cannot ye 
comment upon+this Text ? cannar ye ſeal to this truth ? 
their ſoul is melted becauſe of trouble , runs as thin as 
water, they are ready to dye for fear of death. Funius 
underſtands it. of extreme. vomiting ,- as if they were caſt» 
ing uÞ their very hearts : One doubted , whether he ſhould 
reckon Mariners, who were put to Sea, amongſt the living or 


the dead, in the cenſure or Regiftry of a Nation Another 
. ſayes, that 4man will go to the Sea at firſt, I wonder not, but 


to £0:4 ſecond'time , it is madneſs? They reel to and fro, 
and ftagger like/a drunken man, nutart nent 4 & vacillqurt 
cerebro-@ pedibus, there is a great deal of elegancy. in the 


phraſe, andic is very ſignheant 3 men that 'are full of 


drink, that are loaden with liquor, they go with a very 
unſteady and tottering gate; recling now againſt this 
wall, and noaw-agauiit that ,:1f they walkin a _ 
i; IS v- treet 5 
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ſtreet; ſo Mariners.in a ſtorm axe thrown.firft on one ſide, 
then on the ocher. fide of the ſhip : Atempeſt is. a fad 

- Sea-quake which throws all on heaps , ——_— haraly 
keeps due order, and.its right;place.1n the ſhip : again 4 
man that is down drunk(as the phraſe-is)is reaſon-ſtruzk, 
his inteHe&uals are ſhattered, he is fir for no head. implay- 
ment ; ſo Mariners.in a ftorm; are at their wics end, all 
their skill and ſtrength fail: them at once;. Ai! their wiſ- 
dom is ſwallowed up, Heb. thatis, the art of Navigation 1s 
now of no uſe unio them: ; -Card and Compaſs and atl 
kid afide , and forced ts let the ſhip run a drift : bark. 
not this been your caſe in great ſtreſs of weather? Have 
ye not met with ſuch a ſtornwwat ſea, which hatch brought 
torch all theſe fears andterrors in, youthaveye not ofren. 
thoughr ye ſhonid have been-entombed wichin walls 'of 
water, and your bodies fhould have become a prey to-{ea-= 
Monſters?eſpecially when engagedin a dreadful} Sea>fight, 
Bur was the ſea alwayes rough, the windesalw wg 
{hip alwyes in danger to be ſplic or funk?'no, Ver.28. Thex 
they cryed to the Lord in their trouble; thenvifever, 4 ttorm 
at ſea will make ſeamen pray, chough. they 'ſekdome doit 
on. dry land ; yea cry : thas 76#2b Chap.r.Verſ.5. Then, 
to wit 19 a Rorme, The Mariners were afraid,and cryed eve- 


Ty man to bis God; Qni neſcit orare'. difcat -navigare,y He Rare frr- 
that cannot pray, letbim go to ſea; if he Sears God'or dait= marr felicia 
ger, he cannot but pray : but: what? doth God hear 4x4 arc» 


therr cry ? yea, he briugerh them out of their diftreſs,ver.29. 
He maketh. the .ftorwe a calm, (ſo that the waves theredf are , 
fil; Thus it was in that great ttorme,” Marth.'8;verl. 26. 
- When the ſhip was covered with waves; through the vio- 
tence of windes, which rolled and! daſhed chem over ir, 
Fb& nas 5c rebrhed the windes and theſea;' and Vets was 
« great calme; he'did bur once” chide -theſe creatiires, 


and they ſubmitted but: againit how many: ehid 9% of 

'theLord'do theſe rebeltions: hearts - 6f ours ftand our! ? 
winde and fea will riſe up; ir judgment againdt us' at! the 
-greac day,. and will condemwus; every 4rop of watefiin 
_ «thatfea, upon which you fal;0willþea wings of your 
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monſtrous rebellion and diſobedience: But tq go on 
how do the Marriners improve this mercy? why, ver.30, 
then are they glad, becauſe they are quiet, ſo he bringeth them 
to their defired haven : Hath this been your caſe ? hath 
the Lord calmed a tempeſtuous ſea, and fteered your 
courſe by a. good hand of providence, to your defired 
harbour ? Let me ask you, nat whether you were glad, 
but how you expreſt your gladneſs 2 did ye not fing,and 
drink, and (wear and roar,when your fear was paſt ? hath 
the ſence of deliverance wrought you into an humble, 
holy praifing, and thankfull: frame ? which hath been 
thefirit place ye have viſited, when. come to land, the 
Tavern ar the Temple ? and which hath been your firft 
work, pouring forth your ſoules in praiſes to: God, or 
pouring in of ale or wine,ta intoxicate your brains? have 
ye been drunk, with wine,wherein is exceſs,or have ye been filled 
with the ſpirit, peaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes and Hymnes, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, making melody in your bearts and ſinging 
to the Lord, Eph,$.ver.18,19. Oh firs! is this all the return 


that God expefts? Is this all the improvement ye ſhould ... 


make of ſo greata mercy ? ſurely no,ver.31. The boly Ghoſt 
direGs .to a better ; O that men would praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and for his works unto the children of men ! that they 
would confeſs it to the Lord, bath in ſecret, and in Societies, 


- ſo the ward importeth : O friends !if ye read this dofrine, - 


read alſo your own duty in it : If deliverances ingage 
any unto duty, ſure yours do ; 'yours are as eminent as 
any,as immediate as any ; Ther's nothing but the hand 
of God ſeen in your preſervations in land-deliverances 
ſomething of the creature is ſeen, and man ſteps in for 
a ſhare, either by his power or policy : prudence or - 
vidence; but who can rebuke the windes andthe ſeas, 
bur onely their great Creatour? Ceſarem vehis, will not 
calmea rough ſea ; ſuch. charmes will not be obeyed by 
the wilde Qcean : That King found: this true , when 
walking upon the ſhore, he commanded the tide to ſtop 


his courſe ; but ſo little the ſea regarded the. commands 
. of this proud king, though within his own Dominions, 


that, 
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that he found his ſafety lay more in his heels, then in his 
head : He alone who hath placed the ſand for the bound 
of the ſea, by a perpetuall decree, can ſtay the tide in 
its full carreer,and ſtill the windes in their loudeſt luſter, 
Fer. 5. ver. 22, How apparently did the windes and ſea 
tight for us in Eighty eight, ſo that the enraged Spani- 
ard ſaid, Chriſt was turned Lutheran-- Oh then ! own God Oftogeſſi- 
in all your ſea-deliverances, be awakened to a ſence of mw ot av1us 
them; improve them upon ſpiritual account; wipe # 74%il's 
_ off that imputation which is caſt upon you, by men of 272% 
In-land Countries, that there is lictle of Religion among 373 

ou: Look after, and Jay hold on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © vue 
eaſt yea be thrown over-board, in aſtate of impenitency ,, pra " : 
and unbelief, and fink down, not onely like err into Cir 
the bottome of the ſea, but into the bottomleſs pit alſo ; as the 
-. Oh tis ſad going to Hell by land or water! Q get into Speech gf an | 
Chriſt, who will be a Noah's ark unto you, in which ye Heathen to 
{hall not onely fail ſafely co an earthly haven, but into wicked per- 
heaven; and when: the Lord brings you off: from a ſea- ſons, that 
voyage, with broken maſts, torne. ſails, and a wether-failed in a 
beaten ſhip, let the ſenſe of that great deliverance affe& {form with 
your hearts, .and if ye havenot already done it, Give 1m, 
diligence. to make your calling and elefion ſure; Tis the A- 
poſtles adviceto all, 2 Pet,z, 10. and mine to you, ſhew 
your ſeriouſneſs in a point of ſo great importance : it. was 
well faid by a reverend Divine, Thy bed is very ſoft, or thy Mr. Tran. 
heart very hard, if th. * canſt ſleep ſoundly in an uncertain ,| yin NOR 
condition. Oh minde thiz as'the main; for this being ob- ; 
tained, though you ſhould ſuffer a wrack at ſea, yet verſe 
II. An entrance ſhall be adminiftred unto you, into the ever 
laſting kingdome of our Lord and ſaviour Feſus Chrift : The 
Metaphor is accommodated. unto you ;' ye ſhall not get 
into Heaven, as a ſhip hardly puts inta < 


e haven, with - 


Anchors loſt, Cables rent, ſails.torn, and maſts broken, - 
(which is the caſe of many) bur. ſhall ſail in- with maſts. 
up,. Cordage whole, Tacklings ſound, Sails full, Flags 
euplayeds top and top gallant, trumpets ſounding, 
an 


ſo ſhall everlaſtingly rejoyce, in the web | 
| mg”. , 
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Kinzgome of our. Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
5. The naturall improvement of this Dofirine gives niuch by 
way if advice to the recovered onzs of the land,to thoſe whom the @ Þ + 
Lord hath brought off from beds of languiſhment,and fetched up 
even from the gates of death : And truly the number of ſuch 
is great,ſcarce ever greater; the Providences of God have 
been ſad and humbling,ſundry times in the land, and in 
particular places: yet ſeldome hath aviſitation been ſo ge- 
-nerall, both as to perſons and places. The pale horſe and 
his. Rider have paſſed through onr ſeveral Towns, and 
Countries, like an army in their march, and taken n 
ſhort quarters, but of late they trave billected among 
us, taking up not onely their fammer bue winter quar- 
ters alſo, ſothat we may take up the Chtrches complaint, 1, 
Fer.$. verſ.20. The harveſt s pajt, the ſummer is end-d, and 
we are Hot ſaved, fickneſs and death have not removed 
their quarters, neither zs there any among't w, that know- 
eth bow long, theirabode ſhalt be, Pſal. 74. ver. g. Their 
commiſſion bethg under the Privy Seat ot' Heaven : and 
If their hoftilicies be To great this winter ſeafon, what 
waſting and deſolation may we fear, at the time, when 
- Kings go forth to battle? 2 Sam.11. ver.1. if winter agues 
-, befo violent, what will the fummer feavers be? if theſe 
; dffeaſes fweep onr Townes fo mneh,wharwill che befome 
of deftrution do? If we have run with'thefoormen, and 
- they 'have weartet us, theft how thall we contend with 
horſes ? if we have been wearied in the'land of Fordan? 
O'that the ſence of our preſent ficknefs, and the fear of 
an approaching mortality mvading thetand,was ſer home 
upon afl onr hearts, rhat we might improve'the Lords 
, counſel, Hof.14.2..t0 take with us words, and turn tothe Lord, 
and ſay unto him, the away all iniquity, and receive us graci= 
orfly.;* that we 'mrghe prepare to meer our God,wich an 
i entreaty of peace;before the decree come forth ! Oh that 
Ihe all;:eſpecially the men of wiſdome in'the Nation, would ' 
bear the rod, and who bath appointed-it,” Wits. verſe. 9, and 
receive teaching fromit : My, tnimble avice from rhe 
Lord, to thofe who: have been fick; andnow arewelt ; 
+, 48g | who 
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who are now in- the land of the living, when'as many, 
labouring under the ſaid diftempers, are gone' down to 
the chambers of death, is this, | | 

I. That you would own with thankfulneſs the healing mercies 
of God, whereby you have been reſtored : Let your thoughts 
often refle& upon your former weakneſs, what pains and 
faintings ſeaſed upon you; what the opinion of your 
Phy ticians, and the fears of your Relations were; when 
your pulſes beat low and ſofcly, when you drew your 
breath ſhort and painfully ; when paleneſs had covered 
_ your faces, when 'the-graſhopper was a burden to you, 
ſuch was your weakuefſs, Fob 165.verſ.16.when the ſhadow 
of death was on Four eye-lids, and all the ſymptomes of 
death appearedinyou ;z andallthis,at ſuch a time, when 
graves were opencd very many in moſt places; when God 
himſelf was the preacher, and that upon this text, Tſz. 
40. verſ.6,7. All fleſh is graſs, and the goodlineſs of it as the 
flower of the field ; the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth, 
besauſe the ſpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it ; which was 
fully confirmed; every paſling bell being a proof of the 
point, and every dead corps a reaſon 'of the dofrinez 
to that if ever, now it might ſafely be affirmed,;the people 
1s graſs; and you, as graſs might have withered into 
dead hay ; and though flowers, might have faded into 
loathſome Carcaſes, if the Lord had not preſerved'a ſe- 
cret ſap at the root; Oh conſider! torreceive a meſſage 
of life-from the Lord, when you had received -a meſſage 
of death from man; to be kept alive by his almighey 
power, when you were within an hairs breadth of death, 
15 a mercy worth the owning at all times, bur calls for 


more abundant thankfulneſs, at ſuch a time as this was, 


«© &- 


fulneſs'uponyon, eſpecially if you ſeriouſly take Soghed 
hls what 
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POET 


Read Mr, 
Fakson's 


notes»!1 loc. for bis marks 3 His archers compaſs me about, he. cleav 


. -the deſtroying Angel 


what your ſickneſs was, by which ye received an arreſt 
from the Lord; it was notan ordinary diſeaſe; it hath 
been very much ludibrium medicorum, few Phylicians have 
fond out the true. cauſe, and the right cure of itz the. 
diſtempers have ſo varied, and the effe&s have been” ſs 
different. in ſeveral perſons and places; fo that with the 


\ Egyptian Sorcerers, all have been forced to confeſs; ic 


was no other then, the finger of God : The Lord having 
made good upan us that threatning, Deut. 28. Verſe 61. 
In bringing @ ſickneſs among us, which i not written i1 tbe 
bosk of the Law, a Scripture, parralel whereof, in every 
particular, cannot be found; I ſhall repreſent ic to you 
under theſe Confiderations ; , C 

i. It was general : no County no Town, no Family 


J arocly eſcaped the rod; nay almoſt all perſons found 
ce 


ſome alterations in their bodies, -as tendencies to that 
diſeaſe, having as LING as to ſmiting, as 
ad, Exzckz9. verſ.5,6. Go ye through 
the City, and ſmite : let not yoar eye ſpare, neither have ye 
pity : ſlay utterly old and young); both maids, and little 
children, and women. ” 
_ 2, It wasſuddain ; Many Diſeaſes have their Prodromi- 
e's, their forerunners, which bring news of their coming 
ſome dayes or weeks before they ſeize a man 3 but when 
men were in their apprehenfions perfe&ly well, and at 
their labour, perceiving no ſymptomes of a fickneſs,they 
were ſuddenly ſurpriſed, ſome in the Towns, ſome,in the 
fields, and brought home fick; As if a man ſhould walk 
ina Corporation, and ſuddenly ſhould be ſnapt by the: 
Sergeants and carried tothe Jaile, when he feared no- 
thing leſs, x Theſc5.3. 

3. It was violent : It ſeized many ftrong men with that 
violence atthe firſt onſer,. as though it would ſtrike but 
once; many thinking, at their firſt ſurpriſall, they had 
been dropping into the grave,like char o I6.V.1I2,13,I4- 
T1 was at caſe, but he hath broken me aſunder; he;hatb alſo 
taken me by the neck,, and ſhaken me to po and ſet me up 

oth my 
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reins aſunder, and doth not ſpare 3 he prureth ont my gall up- 
on the ground ;- He breaketh me with breach upon breach., he 
runneth upen me like a Giant. 

4. It was weakning ; the ftrength of the ftrong man 


was ſuddenly taken from him, that he was eicher chain=-_ 


ed to his bed, or like an oid man, walked with his faffe 
m his hand rhrough age, Zech. 8. ver.q. for fob 6. ver, 4. 
the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon whereof 


drinketh up my fpirit, And Pſal.38.8, 10. I-am feeble and. 


* fore broken, &c, My heart panterch, my G&rength faileth 
me, by reaſon of inappetency, Pſal 107. ver.18, Fhew 
foul abhorreth all manner of meat. , 

5. It was lauguiſhing : many diſeaſes do their work in 
a few dayrs, either the diftemper wears off,and health re- 
turns, or elſe fickneſſe prevails and death comes; In ſome 
caſes, the MalefaQour is committed till the next Goal- 
delivery, and then ſet free witha lttcle ſcarre m his 
hand ; But in other caſes, a man is kept priſoner from 
Seffions:to Aﬀizes, #nd from Afizes to Sefhons, and knows 
not when he ſhali have his freeciome, or whether his life 
will be:ſpared at laft, So ſome diſeaſes have cheir fixed 


periods of time,afrer which health isreftored, butin this * 


diſtemper, many have been reterred from Seffions ro Al- 
fizes, have had many hoyeF1ll incervells, and yet are de- 
tained, bound over from the fraver © a quartan ague, 
and after long decainment, find lictle grengths-andas 
litcle hopes of -life at the lait : See Fob 13. ver, 26, 27528. 
and:chay. 16. ver. $. thou hait filled we with wrinkles, 
which is a witnefle againſt me : grief had made furzows 
in his face, and his tears filled chem. | 


7. 1t was inevitable: No way to avoid. the. ſtrokes n0.V id, Trap, 
Antidote would prevent it ; no cloſet: could ſecure a= in los = 


gaink itz. as.1 King. 22. ver. 34. like that Pſgl. go, ver.5, 
6.. Arrows fly ſwiftly and ſecretly : though! Ahab had 


diſguifed himſelf thar he might nor be known,andarmed 


himſelf:that he might not be wounded, 'yct a certain 
man drew a bow at a venture, and ſmots him between. 
the joyutvof che barnefle. | | 
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- 7. It was mortall to many perſons in many places: 1.1n the 
preſent ſtroke ſome never came off from their fickbeds, 
till they were carried to their. death beds, towit, their 
graves : 2. In theeffe&s and conſequents of it; though 
the diſeaſe it ſelf kill'd not ſome preſently, .yet it {lipc 
them into Dropfies, Conſumptions,and Quartans,whick 
have fince been mortall. to many : Now then ſet home 
theſe confiderations, & give God the glory of your lives 
in the words of the text 3 aſcribe your heating onely un «+ 
to him, inthe words of Eliphaz, Job 5. ver. 18. He ma- 
' keth ſore, and bindeth up, be wonndeth and his hands make 
whole ; and ge -fing good- Hezekjabs ſong to the ſtringed 
. inftruments, all the-dayes of your life in the bouſe of the Lord, 
Iſa. 38. ver. 20. 

IE. Make good your fick-bed thoughts, and purpoſes; what 
you intended when fick, be intent upon now well ; wkat 
you then purpoſed,now praftſe : fick people uſually have 
the beſt minds, but the worſt memories ; when they are 
under anarreſt from the Lord, and brought within fighe 
of the Priſon 5 then conſcience is awakened, then their 
debts to God lie heavy upon their ſpirits, then their 
thoughts are how to make even with God, and fly to 
their ſurety ; thenif mercy will but put in Bail for them, 
if God will but ſpare them a little, before they go hence 
and beno more 3 if he will but have parience, they will 
pay him all : No Saint under heaven can promiſe fairer 
and further then they, what they will do, and what they 
will be if the Lord reſtore them to health, Luke 11.ver.24. 
The unclean ſdirit often goeth out upon a ſick-bed.; there is a 
cefſation from fin, that work goes not on then, but alas, 
fad experience hath let us ſee too often, that words. are 
but winde, and all the fick-bed reſolutions vaniſh into 
air; tbe unclear fpirit returns, when reſtored to-health,and 
- finds: the heart ſwept and garniſhed, thex geeth be and 
takgth to him,ſeven other ſpirits more wicked then himſelf.; and 
they enter in and dwell there ; and the lait eftate of "that mant 
x worſe then the firſt, As health comes on-Religion- goes 
eff, and they forget the yows.of the Lord that were up- 
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on them: Indeed it fares thus very often with the Saints 
themſelves; what a vow did Facob bring his ſoul under 
when in diſtrefſc, Ger. 28. ver. 20, 21, 22, yet this good Mr. Calawy 
man made flow haſte to perform it, until God was fain to Con.irPial. 
jog him, and be as a faichful remembrancer unto him, 119.92?- 
Gen. 35. ver.1,2,3. then and not till then did Facob purge | Knew *. 
his family, and goup to Bethel to perform his yow, which wigs wk” 
compuring the time, was about ſeven and twent years; OE 
after he made it ; good Hezekiah fell into this diftemper a yup 
alſo, you fhall hear how his ſpirit was up in thankfulneſ(s,;6.4 :1 his 
to God, Tſa. 38. ver, 19. The living, the living, they ſhall conſcience * 
praiſe thee, as I do this day, the father to the children ſhall fgx fin that 
make Row? thy truth (that is ) Iwill perpetuate the me= he madethe 
moriall of this mercy, by handing down the knowledge very bed co 
thereof tomy children; yea, my command ſhall be up- ſhake upon * 
on them, as a ſpeciall charge in my laſt will, that they which he lay 
ſhall give God the glory of my recovery 3 .good words ons _ our 
ſpoken, and probably from a reall intention at that time; pnniboy,.. 26M 
But alas! the ſence of this great mercy was but an Ephi- h—_ I 
mera, it ſoon wore off, 2 Chroy, 32. ver. 25. Hezekiab ret- ,q damned 
dred not again according to the benefit.-done unto him ; for and made 
the recovery was ſignal, attended with many remarkable many and 
circumſtances, as great pro- 
1. The ſentence of death was reverſed, which was paſſed ceftations of 
1n foro externo,for God had ſent him a ſpeciall meſſage by amendment, 
the handof Iſaiah, toſet his houſe in order,for ſaith he, lifes but 
thou ſhalt die and not live, chap. 38. —_ F ma 
 ObjeR. But did not the Propbes ſpeak, his own apprehenſi- _ an 
ons onely, conſidering the mortality of that diſeaſe which had © 
ſeized upon bim ? 

Sol. No, he prefaceth ihis meſſage with, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, and *tis certain, he knew the Lords mind concern- 
ing him, ( at leaſt ſo much as was then revealed) there 


being not any perſon then alive, who was Confiliarius & 


ſeeretioribus to the moſt high God, more then Tſaicb was, 
and who knew more of the councels of Heaven, witnefſe 
bis glorious and Evangelicall promiſes , and Pre- 
| M 2 | .-2. The 
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2. Thereverſall of the fentence of death, was the fin- 
gle return and procurement of his own prayers and tears. 
for ver. 5. The Lord gives a ſecond command to the Pro- 
pas to goto Hezekiah, and deliver this meſſage from 


im : The ſaith the Lord, the God” of David thy father; I 
bave heard thy prayers, T have ſcex thy tears, ſo that as Fan-- 


nvabſaid of Samucl her ſon, 1 Sam. 1. ver. 27. For this child 
T prayed, and the Lord bath given me my petition which I ach= 
ed of him : The ſame might Hezekzah, for my life I pray- 
cd and wept, and the Lord hath given me my peti- 


. tion. 


Nay the Lord makes a large addition to his life, Pſal. 
21.4.. he asked life and the Lord gave him length of days, 
the life of man twice told, in our ordinary law compute, 
even fifteen years, which did very much accent the Lords 
mercy, ſeeing Hezekzab was fo exceeding earneſt for life, 


.. having then no Son to ſuccedin the throne and the. af- 


fairs of Church and ftate being very unſetled. | 
4. This od Pave a great Emphaſis to the mercy, in 
that he. had ſuch a ſuddain' return to his prayer 3 The 


Lord did not make him wait long for anſwer , thereby. 


tormenting his ſpirit with perplexing fears , but before 


the Prophet was gone out into the middle Court, 2 Kin. 


20.4. the word of the Lordcameunto, him, the Lord met 
him and ſent him back with a meſflage of life to Hezekzab: 


Oh tis matter of great comfort to- have a quick diſpatch- 


of -___—_ eſpecially in things relating to life and 
death. | 4x 
- 5, Yet farther, the immediate appearance of power 


© from the Lord, in effe&ing the cure, doth marvailouſ] 
greaten the mercy ; that Hezek&zahb ſhould be viſited wit 
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ſo ſharpe a by ar: eo probably the plague of peſtilence 
(for S$hechex fignifies an hot ulcer, boil, or puſh, and =_ 
refer to a Plague ſore alſo) however the .diſcaſc in it fe 

was morta]; and that ſo flight an application,as a plaifter 
of figs ſhonld perfe& his recovery , and that ſuddainly 


by 


within three dayes, 2King.20.5, whereas we finde lighter. 
diftempers are long in carrying off, where able Phyfitians. 


are conſulted with.andall means attempted... 6. And 
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- 6. And then,that the great God ſhonl}d worka miracle 
in heaven, to confirm his faith in the certamtF? of the 
cure, that he ſhould command the Sun to a retrograde 
motionzto go back ten degrees,» not onely the ſhadow np- 
on the dyal of Abaz, forthgthad not been ſo viſible and 
univerſal , but the body of the Sun. in the heaven, for ſo 
tis, If#.38.8. So the Sun turned ten degrees, by which degrees 
it was gone down ; whereby that day became ten hours Dr. Rich- 
.* longer, then otherwiſe it ſhould have been, allowing 4raſon in loc 
half an hour for a degree, and the motion of the Sun 
" regular in its going backward and coming forward : 
which things with ſafety may be ſuppoſed, ſeeing the 
miracle was ſo notable and'amazing ; that the King of 
Babiten (put on *tis likely by his Aftrologers ) ſent Am- 
baſſadors on purpoſe, as to congratulate Hezak/abs reco- 
very, ſo to know the certainty and manner of that great 
wonder (a brute or flying report whereof he had heard) 
2 Chron.32.31. IP | 
Now though Hezekzab was a good man (few better) 
and had obtained of the Lord ſuch a notable cure , cir- 
cutmftantiated with ſo many miracles,yet he was no ſoon» 
er come into the world again, but the Pompe, and Gran- - 
\ dieur of it waſt't away the ſenſe of this great mercy ; for 
being taken with the King of Bebylors complement , he pe, , Fe 
ſhews his Embaſſadors all his treaſures , and that out of py (over 4 
ride and oftentation, 2 Km. 20. 12, 13. And: therefore 45 ſ[ani, 
riends, watch narrowly over your own hearts, and be quales nos 
_ earneſt in prayer, that the Lord would keep themiin an fararos pro-. 
humble and holy frame, or elſe, yowl ſoon finde that as firemur in . 
health comes on, holineſs and humility willgo off, and frm. 
your old companions and corruptions will complemenc 
your ſpirits mro their former frame... | 
Ill. Commune with your own hearts, be very ſtrict and ſeri- 
ous itt.your enquiries, why the Lord hath fo afflitedyou; - 
God doth not affiit willingly nor grieve the children of men, 
Law.3.33e- It is foraign to the nature of God, who is a 
Godof mercies, to delightim as of craeky rowards his 
creatures, or cauſleſsly to chaſtize his own — 


a 
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diſcreet Father dotlr not take the rod, untill his child 

rovokes him by, ſome miſcarriage ; nor doth the Father 
of ſpirits (by whom a&ions are weighed) correCt his co- 
venant ones untill they have offended, -Pſal. 89. 30,3132. 
He will not viſit with the rod uniill they bave trauſgreſſed ;, nor 
with ſtripes,nntill iniquity bath been committed : The widdow 
of Sareptha, ſo foonas ever her (on was dead , prefently 
chargeth her ſins with his death, and lates his blood. at 
{ins door, 1 King. 17.18. What bave I to do with thee thou 
man of God ? Art thou Come to call my fins into remembrance 
and to ſlay my ſon? Holy David toucheth the ſame ſtring 
in that mournful ditty of his, Pſal. 38. 3, 4,5. There is ns 
ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe of thy anger ,” neither is there any 
reſt in my bones becauſe of my fins, for mine iniquities are gone 
over mine bead : as an beavy burden, they are too heavy for me; 
here he ſpeaks of his fins 1n the groſs ſum,but afterwards 
deſcends to particularize that fin, which he owned as the 
introducent cauſe of hisfickneſs; My wounds (tink, and are 
corrupt becauſe.of my fooliſhneſs ; The word figntfieth unad- 
viſed raſhneſs, fates Mr. Trap. And tis probable he mean- 
eth that particular fin in the bufineſs of Uriah : Thus the 
Apoſtle writeth the Corinthians fin in their unworthy re- 
ceiving the Lords Supper, upon the teaſters of their fick- 
beds; and the cauſe of their death upon their grave 
ſtones, For this cauſe many are-weak and ſickſy.among you,and 
many ſleep, x Cor.11.30." Qh then, let your ſpirits make di- 
ligent ſearch, as Aſaph did , be much in ſearching untill 
you have found out the true cauſe of your late di- 
ſtempers. yy : 

I thall lend you ſome helpin your ſerious enquiry , by 
ſhewing you what finsare mentioned in Scripture, as in- 
troducent of fickneſs, and which God either threatneth 
or puniſheth-with diſeaſes : As, ..._. -. be 

I. Covetouſneſs, Ila. 57.17, For the iniquity of bis covetouſ- 
neſs was T wroth and ſmate him, 1 hid me and was wroth , and 
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. 

2, Deceat, Mic. 6. x0, 11,1213. Are there yet the treaſures 
of wickeaneſe in the houſe of the wicked , aud the ſcent _ 
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ſure which is abominable ? ſhall T count them pure with the 
wicked ballances, and with the bagge of deceitful weights ? 
The iuhabitants have ſpoken lyes, and their tongue is deceirfal 
in their mouth : Therefore alſo will I make thee fick, in ſmiting 
thee, in making thee deſolate becauſe of thy ſins. 

3. Murmuring, 1Cor.10.10, Neither murmure ye as ſome of 
them murmared and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer, Num. 14. 
27.8&c. Say unto them, as truely, as T live, ſaith the Lord,as ye 
bave ſpoken in mine ears ſo will I 40 unto them ;, your carcaſſes 
ſhall fall in this wilderneſs, and all that were numbred of you 
according fo  nert whole number, from twenty years old and -up- 
ward which have murmured againſt me, doubtleſs ye ſhall not 
come into the land Concerning which I ſware to make you dwell 

' therein, Tay this to heart, for this fin is as Epidemical 
as our ſickneſs. - 

4. Negle@ of Religious education of children, Ezek, 16. 
20,21. Moreover,thou haſt taken thy ſons and daughters, 
whom thou haft born unto me; and theſe haſt thou ſacri- 
ficed unto them to be devoured ; Is this of. thy. whore= 
doms a ſmal matter? That thou haſt ſlain my chiiiien,ond 
delivered them, to cauſethern to paſs through the fire for 
them ? therefore verſe 23. Wo, wo nnto thee, ſaith the Lor-d 
God, | 

5. Covenant breaking, Levit.26.25. And I will bringa 
ſword upon: you that ſhall avengethe quarrel of my Co- 
venant , and when yeare gathered together within your 
Cities. I will ſend the peftitence among you. . 
6.Formal profeffion,and hipocrifie, Anais and Sephira 
his wife ſo ſadly bear witneſs tothis , who for their ſpiri- 
tual juggling and deceit,were not onely fmitten with jick- 
neſs, þut with ſuddain death, A#. 5. 12,3435. > _. 
7. Undue receiving of the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. x1. 30. 
For this cauſe many are weak, and fickly among you" ani many 
eep. 
8 Herefies: Apoc.2.22.Bebold, T will caſt her Tnto a bed, and 
| them that commit adultery with her, into great tribulation. 
| * 9. Want of due reſpe& unto, and fear of, the great 
mname-of God, Deut. 28.58,59. If thou wilt not obſerve, b 
LS ; 0 / 
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do all the wards of this Law,. that are written in this book , 


That thou mayejt, fear.this glorious and fearful name, 'THE- 
ELOKD 'THYT GOD. then the Lord will make thy plagues 


. wonderful , and the plagnes of thy feed, even great plagues, 


and of long continuance, and ſore fickveſſes, and of long conti- 
Buance,  Caule theſe fins , as Feſpuab did che Tribes of 
Iſrael, 7,16, to pals þefore your conſciences, to finde out 
the Achan, for which the Lord harh ſo lorely afflited you, 
and having found out. thoſe particular fins, be humbled 
for them, repent ef them, and carefully avoid all future 
tendencies unto them, as Samuel adviſed Iſrael, 1Sam.7.3. 
Put away the jirange. gods from among, you,and Aſpteroth ; So 
do] you, put away from you the love of all fins, and ef> 
pecially Aſpſteroth, that fin which hath been the root of 
your diſeaſe, and think you hear the Lord Jeſus by his 
ſpirit, ſpeaking theſe wards unto you, Behold, ye are made 
whole , fin no more leaſt a worſe thing Come unto you, Joh. 
5.14. 'And improve your late vilitation with the preſent 
opportunities ef grace, That .ye may be partakgrs of Gods . 
Holineſs, Heb. 12. 10, Conſecrate your hves which, ye have 
received a new fromthe dead unto the Lord, deyore your 
ſelves wholly tothe ſervice of the great God ; let me be= 
ſpeak you in the words of the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 4. 2. That ye 
live no lowger the reft of your time in the fieſh , to the luſis of 
men, but to the will of God : and'thac not onely in the ge> 
neral dutics of your; general Callings as Chriſtians , but 
wich a ſpecial:eye to your particular tandings, and capa» 
cities, as Mapgittrates,, Minaters, or as Chrittians 'fo and 
ſo related, andqualitied :. Three things are hiatcdin this 
verſe. | | | 
I. That the time of mans abode in the fleſh is fixed anll den 
determined by Ged, That: briaune,, and rcfidue of time 
is ſtared in heaven 3 T may here alhide by way of reſem- 
blance, untoa piece of cloath,which, as tothe number of 
yards, is laid in the warp fo ſoon as brought to the Wea- 
ver, and every hour he works in the woof, he leſſens the 


bulk of yarn that is wrapped upon . the beam , untill at 
- dengrh, he finiſhech the whole piece, and cuts it eff, leav- 


img 


Dangers, Deliverances, and Duties. 


ing nothing but the thrums behind: the heathen had this 
in their three fatall ſifters: And Fob alludes to it,Chap.7.6. 
My days are ſwifier then a Weavers ſhuttle ; before 'maic 1s 
born into the world, whilſt his ſubſtance is yet imperfe& 
in the wombe of his mocher, like raw yarn in the ſhop , 

as all his members are in Gods book ; to che meaſure of 
life is fixed m the appointment of his great Creator, and 

every day helives, | off ſomewhat of his life, unit 

atjlengch nothing is left upon the brain, but che chrums of 
a crazy and putrid carcals,' which is cut off and thrown 

into the grave : Hezekzab alludes to this, Iſa. 38-10,12.. I 

ſaid in the cutting off of my days, I ſnall go to the gates of 

the grave : I am deprived of the reſidue of my years ; mine 

age is departed, and is removed from me as a ſhepherds tent, I 

have cut off like a Weaver my life. 

2. Whileſt man lives to the luſts of men ,' te lives not accor- 
ding to the Law of his Creator : Ego te non Cateline genut, 
ſed Patrie, as he ſaidto his fon, I begar thee not to ſerve - 
Cataline but thy Councry, ſoſpeaks the Lord Jehovah to 
man, Icreated thee not toſerve man but thy Maker, not 
tolive according to thy own or other mens lufts, but ac- 
cording to my laws, now the lufts of the fleſh, and the 
laws of an holy God, they are inconſiſtent and oppoſite 
each to other: It is a ſad thing to be a ſervant of men in 
many caſes , but in none ſo ſad as in this: It was the 
great Engliſh Cardinals complaint, in the day of by diftreſs, If 
T bad ſerved my God with half that faithfulneſs, as T have ſer- 
ved my King, he would not have left me n.w, ortorhis ſence: 
Many men have rued it, and will at the great day of ac- 
counts, that they have been ſuch ſlaves to the luſts of 
men; their pride,avarice,ambition,nncleanneſs,&c. And 
have ſo caft off the eafie and noble yoak of Gods laws,ma- 
ny ſervants have much to anſwer for, the Lord give 
them timely repentance, and maſters coo, elſe their 
own and their ſervants fins will ftand upon cheir 
ſcore, 

3- He only lives up to the rule of bis creation , who lives up 
to the will of Gog: this is the royal ſtandard,under whic 
| 7 N we 
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Mr. Hamner 
in his pre- 
face to his 
excerbitati- 

ons on con* 
firm, 


we all muſt march : This is the maine wheel, which muſt 
govern all our motions; Obedience to this,is that which 
denominates us both men and Chriſtians ; and as our du- 
ty obligeth us to obey the will of God in the groſs -and 
general, ſo faras it*is revealed : ſo our Allegiance to God, 
as men, and more as Chriſtians , binds us to obſerve our 
articular calls and cries, as God revealeth things to be 
bis mindeand will; there are indeed ſtanding commands 
which run throvgh all ages of the world, without the leaſt 
variation,& to obey which,all men, eſpecially Chriſtians, 
ſtand equallyobliged But the wiſeGod is pleaſed to parcel 
out: his will in particular commands to perſons , as to 
time, manner and matter in many things , as his own 
councels ripen, and bring forth his pleaſure into the 
world; now a Chriſtian muſt not onely obſerve the will 
of God, as it ſpeakes to him in common with other 
men, but asit ſpeaks unto him, and calls for ſomething 
from him, in ſuch a ſtanding and capacity, and not one» 
ly obſerve the will of God which hach been owned in all 
ages ( as the entertainment of his Son, ſan@ifying his 
Sabbarths, waiting upon his own appojntments, &c.) But 
alſo to -a& up unco it in our reſpe@ive ſtations, as he 
makes it known to us in the preſent providences and pro- 
duds of it : And thereforeas a learned Writer lately ob- 
ſerves, That God committed the receiving and refining of 
truth from Antichriftian power and mixcure, to the for- 
going worthies of this and foraign Nations , which were 
happily performed by rhem,but diſcipline and order ſeem 
to belong unto ns, and which, the Lord hath preſerved 
for this period of time, wherein the work of reformati- 
on 1s to bh carried on to greater perfe&ion ; this doubt- 
leſs, the late providences ſpeakto bethe Lords will, and 
his expe@ation: from the men of this generation ; Oh 
then ! ye ſervants of the Lord, whom he hath ranſomed 
from the grave, in theſe late ſickly rimes, live the reſt of 
your time in the fleſh to the will of God, in che advance- 
ment of Goſpel-purity, and the power of godlineſs; let 
this be your returato the Lord; obſerye his finger poin- 
eing 
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ting to this, as the eſpe ci work of your generation; and 
believe,chat God hath brought you again from the dead, 
thac Fe may give life to reformation, national, at leak 
Congregational , which for many years hath laboured 
under paintul throes and pangs, and yet is not delivered, 
The Apoſtle Payl in that excellent Seqmon of his preach- 
ed at Antioch, Ac. 13. Speaking b:norably of holy David , 
verſe 22. produceth letters teſtimonial under Gods own 
hand, concerning him in theſe words, IT have found Da- 
vid the ſon of Jeſſe, a man after mine ownheart , who ſha'l 
fulfill all my wills, wdym mw Jeniuam us; and gives this far- 
ther account of him, verſ. 36. That after he had ſerved his 
own generation by the will of G34, he fell aſleep. Whence l 
note, in general,that the beſt men and moſt eminent, beth 
for parts, place, and piety muſt dye, Foſh. 1. 2. God tells 
Foſhua this news, Moſes my ſervant is dead, what he was 
and how eminent, the ſpirit of God fully declares : And 
David full of daysgriches.and honor died, 1Chro, 29.28. And 
go therefore wOik whilſt it is day, walk in the light whilſt 
ye have the light, beſtir your ſelves for God for though. 
eminent,dye ye muſt, as waniy of great eminency, m this 
age of ours have dyed, whoareyet lamented by ſome 
now alive, and will be more, unleſs the Lord ftll-up 
w empty rooms with others , of choice and noble 
Irits, 
: 2. In particular, | ſhall briefly commend theſe few 
things unto you, as, : 
I. That the beſt andcboiceſt of Gods ſaints are not exempted 
from ſervice, God exſpetis to have work done by every ſervant; 
he will not ſuffer idle drones to liveir his family ; he 
will not allow any lazy loiterers to ſleep within the walls 
of his vineyard; he doth not keep any idle Serving-men 
in his houſe ; no, he appoints them all co labour, ( and 
*twas well if the patterne of God's houſe was obſerved,if 
the Lawes of his family were executed by our Great Ones, 
much fin would be prevented, which is nurſed ac the. 
breaſts of idleneſs) nay, places of great eminency are 


no exemption from Gods work ;, The nbles of Tekoak_ 
| | | N 3 have 
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bave a brand ſct upon them, becauſe they = not their neckg 
to the work, of the Lord,Neh.3. ver.5. And the Lord puts 
this as the higheſt mark of honour, into the ſcurcheons 
of his greateſt Saints,that*they were his ſervants : Msſes 
my ſervant, my ſervant David, &c. Matth. 25. ver, 20, 21, 
He that received five talents traded, and at the day of ac- 
counts, his labour was not on-ly hen»nrably accepted but glori- 
ouſly rewarded,entrance was granted untohim,into bis Maſters 

"Y. | 
2. That Gcds will is, and muſt be the omly rule of our work; 
[The Maſter expe&s, as to have his work done , ſo eo have 
his own orders and dire&ions obſerved in the doing of ic; 
to negle&the work of the Lord, and to do it crols te di- 
vine order, is equally finful : Uzziab died upon the place for 
touching the Ark; aud Uzziah was aro with the leproſie, 
for attempring to burn incenſe upon the Altar of incenſe, both 
which expreſly thwarted the appointment of God : It 


wasthe peoples fin to eat the Paſſeover , otherwiſe then 


it was written, 2 Chrcn. 30. 18. Therefore David in the 
perſon of the Lord Jeſus , joyns both together,Pſal.40.8. 
T delight to do thy will, yea , thy law is inmy heart, as the 
ſtandard by which I work; and our Saviour writes vanity 
upon the forehead of all ſervice , which is performed to 
God upon the fingle authority of man, without a warranc 
under Gods own hand forirc, Mat. 15. 9. Invain do they 
worſhip me , teaching for dofrines the commandments of men : 
what bundles of vain worſhips are layed upon Gods Al- 
ter by the Pontificians? And how ought we to be hum- 
bled alſo for the vanity of many ſervices which have been 
erformed by us in this Nation ? 

3. That the great God commands ws not onely to work, but 
$0 do the work of our own Generation, David ſerved out his 
own Generation, he did the work which was allotted b 
the Lord to him, in that particular age helived in, whic 
was to fight the Lords battels, to ſubdue the enemies of 
his Church, ſettle the Nation in peace, eftabliſh the'wqr= 
{hip of God, provide for the ſervice of his San&uary,and 
prepare for the building of the temple ; theſe were _ 
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works of his Generation, in thoſe capacities of Prophet 
and King; and therefore the holy Ghoſt engraves this 
Epitaph upon his ſepulchre (which ſhall not be defaced 
ſo long as the world endures) that David ſerved bis own ge- 
neration by the will of God: Inſtances of like. nature the 
Scripture affords many. 

RQuefe But the great Query is, How ſhall we know what 
are the proper works of our Generation. © 

Anſw. I anſwer much of this nature. hath been offer- 
ed by learned and judicious Divines in ſeverall Treatiſes: 
and thoughrthey have not been ſo harmonious as was de- 
fired in their judgement, as to the manner, yet they 
have agreed in one as to the matter. Indeed repentance 
toward God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus with 
thoſe generall duties of Religion, which are comprehen. 
hendedunder theſe two heads, none deny or difpute, 
except ſome of prophane or perverted ſpirits and judge- 
ments ; and that things of order and Government in 
che Church, ſhould be reduced to the Primitive Pat- 
tern and Pradtice, few of ſober and Orthodox principles 
do oppoſe; yea, moſt defire, and ſurely that this 15 the 
generation, which God hath called forth toa@ in theſe 
tranſaftions, may beſpeil'd, if not legibly read in the 
diſpenſations of his providence towards us : I do not ſet 
up providence, as a fianding rule to 'work and walk by, 
when it 15 either, crofſe unto or receives not approbation 
from the written word; for that was to perſwade the 
Traveller, to fleep all day when the ſun ſhines bright 
and clear, and'to take his journey inthe night,when the 
ftarres do onely twinckle, and the wayes are dangerous 
and difficult to find ; miſtakes have been ſad and many 


of this kind, Numwb.14. ver. 40, 41. the miſtake of Gods. 


minde in chat dreadfull meſflage, ver. 39. occaſioned the 
flaughter of many men; for the people apprehending 
that God was offended with them, for not going up to 


' take poſſeflion of Canaan, roſe up carly in the morning, 


and gat them upunto the top of the mountain, ſaying, 


Lo, we be here, and will go up into the place which the Lord 


| hath 
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bath promiſed, for we ' have ſinned; and what followed ? 
why, their attempting to invade their enemies, under 
this miſtake, coſt them many of their lives : Thus did 
Saul miſtake the mind of the Lord, 1 Sam.23. ver.7.when 
it was told him that David was come to Keilab,preſent]y 
he infers that Ged had delivered bim into his band, for (ayes 
he,be # fout ingby entring into atow# that hath gates and bars, 
but it proved otherwiſe : Yea, Davids men would have 
put him upon the ſame miſtake, chap. 24. ver. 4. when 
Saul came into the cave ( tocover his feet ) where David 
and his men lay hidz. they preſently conclude, behold the 
day, of which the Lord hath ſaid unto thee, behold I will de= 
liver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou' maiſt do to him, 
a it ſhall ſeem good unto thee, Alike paſſage ye have chap. 
26. ver.$. when Davidand Abiſhai came into Saulsarmy 
by night, and found them all faſtafleep, not a Sentinell 
waking, and Saulaſleep alſo, A4biſhai ſaid ro David, God 
bath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day, now there- 
fore let me ſmite him, T pray thee, with the ſpear unto the 
earth at once, and I will net ſmite him a ſecond time 5 but 
David durkt not ſlay the Lords Anointed, under the pro- 
teion and warrant of this providence, as the — 
verſes declare; becauſe it would have been an expreſle 
violation of Gods wil: Inſtances of this nature might 
be mulrciplied. But now when the fpeakings of God in 
his works, run in a paralell-line with the ſpeakings of 
God in his word, when they fall in with his revealed 
will, they do then ſafely interpret the mind of God, 


and area good gloſſe a the text, both as to the quod 


and quando of a duty, ſhewing that ir ought ts be done, 
and that then is the time for the doing of it : thus Abra- 
ham when he had received a prohibition from heaven, ot 
to ſacrifice Iſaac, and ehelda ramme caught in a thicket 
by the horns, interprets the mind of God by that provi- 
dence, and offers up the ramme in the ſtead of Iſaac, 
Gen. 22, ver. 12, 13. by a divine 'Prolepfis., aniticipating 
that law of redempcion, which afterwards was enated 
and publiſhed by God himſelf, Exo0d.13. ver. 13. af ther 
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born of - man amongſt thy children ſhalt thou redeem : thus 
when che Lord met Moſes by the way ( as he was going 
down to Egypt Jand would have ſlain him, Exod. 4. ver. 
14, 15 then Zipporeb his wife ( probably by her husbands 
appointment )circumciſed her fon, concluding the neg- 
le& of that duty to be the ſpeakings of God in that pro- 
vidence, asappeared ; for when the child was circumci- 
ſed, the Lond et Moſes go. When Gideon heard the Me- ons Babe 
dianites dream, and the interpretation of it, Fudge 7. "'759%* 
ver.15.be worſhipped and retwiians into the hoſt of Iſrael,and hens 
ſaid, Ariſe, for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the TI 
hoſt; He concludes this providence as a clear expoſition 
of the mind of God: and a full confirmation of former 
romiſes. How did the Elders of the Jews, now being in 
Babylon, interpret the Lord's mind, in ſetting Cyrus the 
Perlian upon the throne of Babylon, - and ſtirring up his 
hearc to publiſh chat gracious edift, concerning their re- 
turn to feruſalem, and rebuilding of thetemple ? Ez. 1, 
ver. 2, 3- why, they concluded,that God had now put an 
opportunity into their hands, both to quit the waters of 
Babylon, by which they had ſate down and wept,and to 
enjoy the freedome of Gods worſhips in their own land, 
Ver. 5. Then roſe up the chief of the Eethers of Fudah and 
Benjamin, and the Priefts and Levites, with all them whoſe 
ſpirit God had raiſed to go up, to build the houſe of the Lord, 
which is in Jeruſalem z they owned this providence as a 
true paraphraſe upon that paſſage, Pſel. 102. ver.13. Thou 
ſhalt ariſe and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour 
her ; yes, the ſet time is come ; being penned, as is thought 
by Daniel, or ſome other holy man, about this time of Cy-= 
r45*'s proclamation, Now ito bring this home to our 
ſelves, that the reformation of State-abuſes, and male- 
adminiſtrations, is the mind of God appears, 7ſa. 1. ver, 
- Ceaſe to doevil, learn to. do well, ſeek, julgement, relieve 
the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſſe, plead for the widow ; that 
the worſhips of God ſhould be eſtabliſhed in liberty and 
purity, that Goſpel-trath ſhould be winnowed from the 


chaffe of errours and hereſfies, that the people of God 
| ſhould 
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ſhould walk in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel, and advance 
Religion, and the power of Godlineſs, the Scriptures 
. Plainly declare to be the will of God: that ſuch things 
are feizable, that there is hope of a good iſſue in ſuch 
undertakings we have the word of Gods faithfulneſs for, 
Iſz.1. ver.25:26,27. Iſ4.60. ver.11. 19,20,21,22. Chap. 4. 
ver.11,12,13. Zech.13. verſ.2,3,44.5- Ezck, 11. verſ, 19, 20, 
Zepb.z. verl.9. 11,12,13. If thete and other Scriptures be 
conſulted with, they will afford matrer of great encou- 
ragement to the Saints of God, which breathe after Zi- 
on's beauty and glory. 

And that it is a duty incumbent upon the Lords people 
toendeavyour theſe things, beſides the inward witne(s of 
the Spirit in their own hearts, we have the teſtimony of 
the Spirit in the Scripture of truth, And that this is the 
period of time, in the ſecret appointments of che onely 
wiſe God, and the Saints of this generation, the people 
aſſigned by him for the carrying on of theſe works, may 
be read in the diſpenſations of God amongſt and toward 
us.; what have the popu of God had more in former 
Ages, by way of call from God, or encouragement from 
men, then we have? Did God give them reſt and peace 
from their enemies, forraign and domeſtick ? So hath he 
given us in ſome meaſure : Did the Lord pull down thoſe 
perſons and powers amongſt them, who authoriſed or 
abetted Idolatry and profaneneſs ? hath he not done 
the ſame amongſt us ? Did the Lord give them the 
prote&ion, and encouragement of prudent and pious 
goveruours ? is it not ſo with us ? had they che Prophets 
of the Lord to quicken them up, and ſtrengthen their 
hands ? have not we alſo faithful and learned Miniſters, 
who from preſs and pulpit call upon us, and excite us 
to do great things for the Lord ? Ob what glorious work, 
would thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who are now at reſt, have made 

in England, #f they bad enjoyed our opportunities ! Lec me 
commend the praiſe of the Saints unto you, Ms g.y.31. 
Then bad the Churches reft throughout all Fudea and Galilee, 
and Samariah; And how did they improve their _—_ 
| yes ? 
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dayes ? why, they were edified, and walkjng in the fear of 

the Lord, and in the comfort of the holy Ghoſt were multi- 
plied; the ſaperſtrutures were carried on, and new 
foundations laid; old converts arrived at greater growth, 
and new converts were dayly added : Oh what a bleſſed 

cace would ours be,if theſe two fruits were the produds 
of it ! Oh ye ſervants of the-Lord, whom he hach ran- 
ſomed from the grave, and from the ſword. Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, and Chriſtians, lay afide your private inter- 
eſts, and animoſities, and fall upon theſe great works, 
as your reſpective ſtations give you advantage, and op- 


portunity, that ye may have this Motto engraven On - 


your tombes, Here lie ſuch and ſuch, who David-like,ſerved 
their own generations by the will of God, 
And let me adde theſe two Corrolaries, 
1. That God hath affigned you your particular times 
for working, Stat ſue cuique dies, 
2. That when ye have lived up that time, your work- 
ing tooles muſt then be laid afide : When David had 
ſerved out his generation, he fell afleep: And therefore 
I ſhall ſhur up with the Preachers advice, 'Eccl.g. ver. 10. 
Whatſoever thine hand findeth to do, do it with all thy migor, 
for there is un» work, , nor device, n.r knowledge, nor wiſdome 
in the grave, whether thou goeft ; and though thou beeſt 
lately come from thence, be not ſecure, the winde may 
ſuddenly turn, and waft thee back again 3 Alas !, What 
is your life ? 'it is even a: vapour, which appeareth for 4 little 
time, and then vaniſheth away, Jam.4. ver.14. How eafly 
can the great God diſperſe thar vapour, and melt that 
cloudinto dew? there is a great Arbitrer of all things, 
that can thunder the proud Emperour under hy bed, 
and write-the great. King in 'threeor four words into 
'trembling ;' that can ſend a fly to fetch the triple crown 
before his 'T'ribunal, make -an hair... or the kernil of a 
raiſon, as mortal as Goliah's ſpear, that can unſpeak 
the world into nothing, and blow down a great bubble 
with an cafie breath : that by drawing one nail, can 
throw -down the ſtatelieſt- buulding,, and, undreſs your 
D Hoh '  ſoules 
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ſoules by unpinning one pin, &c, I have read of a 
Mr. Vives, Perſian Noble-man w ho loſt his life by the loſs of an hair 
Eſlex's plucked out of his boſome, in ſport, by his Minion. 
Hrarſe, 5. Get your hearts into an awfull frame,get your ſpirits tin= 
Gured with an holy fear of God, Rev.15. verſ.1. Surely they 
that have felt muſt needs fear him ; they that have found 
the power of his ayger, let out in ſoul terrours, yea in 
breaking affliftions upon the body, muſt needs fear him, 
Read _ though indeed none but the damned in Hell experience 
| + £4 apa * the power of his anger 3 Moſes in Pſalme 90. ver.11. puts 
>: 6a the queſtion, Who knoweth the power of thine auger ? im- 
PHEE* plying, that none knowethir ; as none can take the di- 
menfzons of his love which paſſeth all knowledge, ſonei- 
ther of his anger : -the reaſon is added, becanſe even ac- 
cording to thy fear, ſo # thy wrath ; that is, let a man fear 
thee never ſo much, he is ſure to feel thee much more, 
if he fall into thy hands ; Paul knew this, when he laid 
down this Poſition ( as a fence wall about Profeſſion, to 
k2ep men from ſtarting out by Apoſtacy ) Heb.10.verſi3r. 
It is a fearfull thing to fall mto the hands of the living God ; 
ſurely if the burnt childe dread's the fire, much more 
men of ageand diſcretion, who have been caſt into the 
furnace of affliition, have had their moiſture dried up, 
their skin writhled, their fleſh roſted, and their very 
bones burnt with'the feorching flames thereofghave cauſe 
to fear that fire, which ſo farre reſembles everlaſting 
burning , that though it 'be not nnquenchable, yer it 
1s not quencheble, but by the bloud of Chriſt, and che 
melting bowels of God's tender mercie.s Oh then ! Dear 
friends, take forth this leffon from yourfarte afftliftions, 
to fear that glorious and fearfull name, THE LORD 
THY GOD, Dent.:28:;-verf. 58. Fear to offtend:God, 
fear to do any thing which may diſpleaſe him; in this 
ſence, Bleſſed is the wan that feareth alwayes, Prov. 2%. ver. 
14 The Hebrew Midwives loſt nothing by it, Exod. 1. 
verſ.17. 21. 7 | Bi 
1, From the confideration 6f Gods 'power : he is able 
not-onely to call you ro an account, -1 Con. 10. verl. 5. 
(5 p 
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Do we provoke the Lord to anger ? Are we ſtronger then he ? 


As Caligula, that dared his Fove ro a duel ; Are we the 
Lord's match ? can we outſtrengthen an Almighty God ? 


Who bath hardened bimſelf againjt bim and proſpered. ?. Job, 


9. Ver. 4. Jer.5. VEer.22. Z 
2. Fear to offend him, from the conſideration of his 
goodneſs 3 not onely that goodneſs which the Lord ex= 


tends unto you in conimon with other men, nor that - 
ony goodneſs, which is the peculiar porcion of his: 
| 


et in Chrift, bur alſo that particular goodneſs, which 
the Lord hach vouchſafed you, in reſtoring health unto 
you, when ye lay at the brinks of the grave, and many 
other tumbledin, Hoſ.3. verſ.5. Oh, Fear the Lord for bs 
goodneſs. | | 

3. Fear an offended God, though not- provoked by 
yon : A tender ſpirited childe feares and trembles, when 
his father is angry with others, though himſelf hath done 
no fault ; God likes this tenderneſs of ſpirit in his chil- 
dren, Pſal, 119. verf. 120. David ſaith, my fleſh trembleth 


S=—- 
F 


for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Fudgments ; my Samar. 
hair ftands WET as it doth ſometimes in ſuddain and #9rr:pi/atio. 


great frights, Fob 3. verſ.15. The hair of my fleſh ſtood up, 
Amos 3. veel. 8. The Lion hath roared, Who will not fear ? 
Oh obſerve this, Hab.3. ver, 16. When Iheard, my belly 
trembled., &c. | 
Objefiion; But why ſhould the Saints fear the wrath of 
God, who is in Covenant with them ? and hath promi- 
ſed to be a covering Chegynto them ? 
. Solution-1, They ſee tMprovoking nature of {inne ; 
they confidergthac tinne is Fthing of greateſt abhorrency 
with God, and therefore when they abſerve the growth 
of (inne, in a place or nation, they are afraid, that God 
will ere long break ouc itt wrath againſt them, Hence 
that Numb.17. 12,13-read Ezek,7, from verſ.1. to the 16. 
and apply it upon a.national account, 
2. They ſee the dreadfulneſs of Gods wrath ; they 


' 


know the Englith of that, | Iſa. 27, verſ. 4. Who world fet 
the briers «nd thornes in battuil againſt me? I would go tho-" 
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row them, I would burn them together ; They know what 
briars and thornes are, and what their end ſhall 
be. | 
= They ſee that themſelves are not exempted perſons, 
they are not ſure to have their door-poſts iprinkled with 
thre blood of the Paſcal lamb, Exod. 12. that the marking 
Angel Execd.g.ſhall give them a ſignature offafery m their 
forcheads : How was the Church affe&ed? AG&s5. ver.11 
Ezek,14.ver.14. Oh then labour to preſerve an holy fear 
of God upon your ſpirits, think often of what Chritt 
ſpeaks, Luke 12. ver.4,5. Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have nothing they can do, -But fear bim 
who after he hath kjlled, bath power to throw into Hell ; yea, 
T ſay unto you fear bim. BALI TES, 
Laſtly, Labour to make ſure of beaven, lay out for an T#- 
tereſt in the Lord Feſus, let this be the teaching ye have re- 
ceived from the late ſickneſs; Call to minde your fick-bed 
. fears and tears; what pangs of conſcience, and wonnd- 
ings of ſpirit ye then were under: what-faintings of heart 
ye had, when you found your evidences for heaven writ 
with ſo pale a hand, that ye could not read them,at leaſt 
by that weak and wan light, which then ſhined in your 
ſoules ; what a loſs ye were at for the Lord Jeſus, weep- 
ing with Mary, becauſe they had taken away your Lord, 
and 'ye knew not where they had laid him, -nor how to 
lay hold on him for peace and pardon ! nay,perhaps your 
caſes weremore deſperate, y@ur fins were writ in ſo deep 
a crimſon,your Atheiſme,i nce,Goſpel enmity, your 
former ſcoffings atReligion, fouts and flings at god» 
lineſs, your contempr of Golpel-Ordinances, and your 
reje&ion of Goſpel-grace, did'fofly in your faces, grate, 
and gnaw ſoupon your ſpirits,and filled you with ſuch a 
ſence of divine vengeance,that conſcience ( that bird in 
the boſome)like the night=-raven croaked many a ſad and 
diſmal note unto you, and ſo preſented*you with the 
black fide of. the cloud, that 'ye verily thought, if ye. 
ſhould die at that lare,ye ſhould drop into Hell : Remem- 
ber what then your” thoughts were, howtherr hy > 8 
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ved, that if ye recovered health again,ye would not leave 
heaven under ſuch uncertainties hereafter, ye would give 
diligence to make your calling and EleCtion ſure;ye would 
not for all the world be harafled again, with thoſe 
dreadfull fears and terrours : like unto an unwary Tra- 
veller, who, to ſave a little mony, ventures upon the, 
Waſhes without'a guide, and ſuddainly lights npon a_ 
29 ſand, which threatens to ſwallow up him and: his 

orſe, and whileſt he is tugging and ſtriving to get out, 
he lifts up his eyes, and ſees the water appearing upon 
the levell, and hears the tide roaring toward him 3; Oh 
what are his thoughts now ! what his fears ! ſure that he 
ſhall die Pharaoh's death, and be overwhelmed with the 
ſea, if timely help come not ; and having by Providence 


had an eſcape, how doth he reſolve never to travail that 


way without a guide, whateverir coſt him, nor plunge 


' himſelf again into the ſame fears, for his whole eſtate : 


Was not this your caſe? ye thought your ſickneſs to 
have been but walhes,ye could eafily have paſſed through 
it, but (ſuddenly you ſlipped into a quickſand, ſuch a 


* deadly heart-finking fit, that ye ſaw the grave opened, 


and the wrath of God rolling upon you ; what were your 
thoughts then? what your fears ? did ye not think your 
paſſing bell was ready to ring, and the priſon-doors were 
opening to receive you ? didye not then reſolve if your 
life was ſpared, ye would tugge hard for Heaven? ye 
would never be at the ſame ſtay again ? did ye not finde 
fickne(s an ill time, and a fick bedan ill place to take 
your firſt riſe for heaven from ? did ye not ſee your ys 
to lay the greateſt burchen upon your horſe, when he 
was weak, and tired? to ſet out for heaven, when your 
ſunne was now ſetting, .when as it is an whole dayes 
journey thither, and he-that begins late, uſually fall's 
ſhort of it ?' to carry the feed basket into the field, when 
your neighbours are crying-harveſt home? Oh then ſince 
the Lord hath reſtored health unto you,and brought you 
off from thoſe heart-melting fears, a& up to the Apolties 


advice, Phil.z. verſ.12. Work out your ſalvation with fone 
INN | aud 
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Second part 
of Exhor- 
tation, 


and trembling, xg.Tegzatev, ad finem aſque opus perducite, 


| bring ſalvation-buſineſs toa good iffue,that ye may never 


be ſurpriſed, with thoſe fears,and tremblings, when ſur- 
priſed with diſeaſes, 

I come now to the ſecond part of the exhortation, ap- 
plying this DoQrine of Gods appearances in mercy, and 
the Saints deliverances from danger, to the generality . 


of men and women, who fear and know the Lord, and 


to believers, as they meet in Chrift the common- head, 
and in the Church the common body, and I ſhall in 
prove the truth propoſed, 

1. In a mixt ſence, referring both to temporall and 
ſpirituall preſervations. we 

'2, In a pure fpirituall ſence, referring to recovering 
and Redeeming grace. < 

As to the firſt ſence, I ſhall interweave ſomething of a 
ſpiritual nature, it being uſual with the Holy Ghoſt, to 
mingle Goſpel treaſures with the lading of the world in 


. the ſame bottome, {and this I ſhall do in two par- 


ticulars. 

. Firſt, I do humbly entreat the ſervants of the Lord, 
to keep up the memorial of the Lords mercies, to keep Diaries 
of their great deliverances, to preſerve Records of their 
ſignall preſervations,. And ſecondly, as occafion ſerves, 
ro Communicate and impart them to others, for IT ſhall twiſt 
theſe two together : Oh let not God loſe the gtsry of 


_ any mercy, let not time wear off the remembrance of 


eminent preſervations.: God expetts that his works 
ſhould be regiſtred by us, as well as our words 'are regi- 
ſtred by him, Mal.3. verf.16. This was commanded by the 
Lord, Deut.7, verl.z8;19. David was much in the prattice 
of this duty, read Pfal. 66:yer.12, &c. He gives a royal 
ſummons, as by the found of a trumpet, to all rhe Lords 
peopleto give their attendance, whileft- he diſcovercth 
over, the gracious Adminiſtrations of the Lord; he is 
no niggard, no cloſe-fifted Miſer, thac hoards ap all, and 
keeps all cloſe to himſelf, bur keeps open houſe, and 
Invites all the Lords people to his banquet of wine : wo 

| ; would 
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would fain lift up the great name of God in the world, 
and diſplay his Lowry , that they which have hard 
thoughts of God, may be convinced of their errour, and 
make a recantation ; and that all dejefted Saints may by 
his example and experience, be encouraged to roul them- 
ſelves, upon God, under aſſurance of comfort and ſup- 
ort in an evil day 3 which will appear to be his deſigne, 
Ke ver.z. he givesa generall invuation to all people, 
to ſee, and admire the wonders which were wrought by God 
(tis like Jin Egypt, be 3s terrible in his doings towards the 
children of men ; implying probably the dreadfull exe- 
cution of his vengeance upon the Egyptiaxs in thoſe ten . 
Plagues he ſent amongſt them,and in bringing in the wa- ' 
ters of the red Sea upon their whole Hoſt,as appears Verſ. 
6. He turned the ſea into dry laud,they went through the flood 
on foot,/ to wit the children of Iſrael; there did we rejoice, 
as Exod.15. doth fully ſhew, when Moſes and the people 
celebrated the praiſes of God, and by that ſong not 
onely kept up a lively ſence of that glorious preſervation 
in their own hearts, but tranſmitted the memorial of it 
unto poſteritie, that the children then unborn, might read 
in that, the glorious appearances of God for his people : - 
Oh how few ſuch ſongs are penned in our dayes ? what 
little care is taken to commemorate deliverances ? 
though they have been ſo great and many: Is it not the 
ſhame of this Nation, that the next age ſhall finde no 
Records ( and if any ſuch Compendiums ) of thoſe won= 
derful deliverances, which we have had, that ſuch mi- 
racles of mercy and mirrours of loving-kindeneſs ſhould 
be lap'd up in the duſt, and printed onely on the ſand? 
Oh that ſome faithfull and able perſon might be encou- 
raged to this work, to write a Chronicle of late tranſa- 
&ions, that poſterity may-ſee, what ,a God their Prede- 
cefſours have had ! and through how many ſtraights of 
warre, and ſeas of blouds peace and the Goſpel, lighr 
and liberty, have travailed down untothem! This was 
_ . done by King Abaſuerws'; his perſonal preſervation from 
the Treaſon of his two Chamberlains, was recorded in 


the 


y WIS OG 


The Saints Triangle of -- 


the book of the Chronicles, Heſt.6.2. Whar provition did 


Mordecaiand the Jews make, to keep up the memorial of 


that great mercy,m their deliverance from Hamans wick- 
ed and bloody conſpiracy, Heſt.9.27,28. The inhabitants of 
Geneva, ſtamped uew mony with this inſcription, poſt renebras 
lux, after darkneſs light, in memory of the reformation begun 
among them. The Helvetians Cauſed the day and year (when 
the Goſpel begun to take place amongſt them) to be engraven in 
a pillar, inletters of Gold, for a perpetual memory to all 
poſterity. Have not our Anceſtors taken care to perpetu- 
atethe memorial of eighty eight, andthe fifth of Novem- 
ber ? and ſhall we raiſe no monument, neither commit 
any thing to the preſs which may preſerve the memory 
of our late mercies ? will it not be Englands (in before 
God, and Englands ſhame before men ? 

2, In the eighth verſe, hegives a general exhortation 
to the Redeemed of the Lord, to mention with thank(- 
giving, the great, things wrought by a great God for 
them : Oh! bleſs our God, ye be le(concerned in theſe 

mercies ) let your hearts filently breath forth his prai- 
ſes; let your meditations be much, and often taken up 
with thoughts of Gods goodneſs (which is more I fear 
then moſt of us do) but ſtay nor here,do not make this as 
the land-mark,and boundary of your duty,but make the 
voyce of his praiſe to be heard, let it have an Eccho in 
t he world, by communicating, and ſpeaking over, what, 
and how deliverance came from the jour unto you. 

3-- He layes down the reaſon of this call to praiſe, 
verſ.g. becauſe he holdeth our ſoul in life , or puts our 
ſouls into life, alas ! when a day of diſtreſs was upon us, 
our hearts did even finke within us, life was gone , joy 
was gone , hope was gone, and heart was gone too in 

' ſome perſons. Thereis a ſtrange receſs and retirement 
of the ſou], under great and ſudden calamities , it lyes 
cloſe " like a poor debtor within doors , the'blood and 
ow retire 3 little of a&ivity appears : nay , ſome m 

udden ſurprizals, haye even dyed away into ſwooning, 
through fear : It was thus with Sau! , though a valiant 
yo Prince, 
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Prince, when he heard what evill was coming upon him, 


1 Sam.a$.ver!.290, He fell ſtreightway all along upin the earth, 


and there was 10 jtrength in him : And whence was this 


ſwouning fir ? why , from fear, he was (ore afraid; and 
why was he afraid? becauſe of che words of the Witches, 
2Sam.28.20. This was old Elies caſe , when tidings were 
brought unto him , that the Army of Iſrael! was routed, 
Hophni and Phinehas {lain , and the Ark of Ggd taken, 
1 Sam.g.verl.i7,1s$, He feli from off the ſeat backward by the 
fide of the gate; and bu neck brake and be dy-d ; I, but here 
the Prophet ſaith, God holdeth our ſouls in life, or lives 
Be-chaimm, and (uffereth not our feet to be moved, gives 


us a ſure foor-hold and ſafe ſtanding in' our preſent ' 


peace and well-fare, | | = 

-4. He mentions the diftreſs that were upon chem, in the 
natureand in thekind of chem, verſ, 10.11. Thor, O'God 
bajt tryed us as ſilver. is tryed : How 1s that ? why, in the 
fornace of affliction; chou broughteſt ys inco the net, 
Thou layed|t afflic.iou up n our  loins , thou haſt cauſed men to 
ride over our heads---we went thr: ugh-fire and through water; 


a on 


How fully doch che carriages of former times paraphraſe - [; 
pon thefe verſes? How have the ſufferings, of many Samts-” 


. ran parallel with theſe expreſſions ? hut thou breughtejt 7s 


out :nto a wealthy place---well-watered , p the word zim- 


plics, a place of ſprings and rivers ; by which, he means a . 


roſperous eſtate, in that full plenty and f{ecuruy,. which 
ble: with the Church then enjoyed : And cherodvre, verſ. 
13,14. He ſpeaks his ſence of theſe mercies , and the re- 
ſalvedneſs of his ſpirit, to a&in thankfulne(s ſtable to 
theſe engagements. "15 Reb > 

5. 1 will gointo thy houſe with barnt-offerings , and will 
pay thee my vows, which T promiſed with my lifs, and ſpike 
with my m uth, when I was in trouble : A good reſolution of 
a gallant man ? Oh! that ſuch a-ſpirit.m the power of it, 
was upon us.: Did not I? Did nor others ? Did nar Ma- 


giſtrates ? [Did nor Minitters ? prote&, promiſe,covenant, 


mche-day of our diſtrefs ? Have we paid our vows? Have 
we-performed our promiſes? The' Lord help us:c0 oy, 
T4 P an 
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and to humble our ſelves much before the Lord , for our 
violations of promiſes, and proteſtations , both to God 


6. He ftands upon the mount of God, and by way of 
proclamation calls in all the people of God, that they 
may hear the ftories of Gods mercies unto himſelf; when 
he had mentioned the great things Go] had done for his 
Church,he comes down to a particular narrative of what 
God had done for himſelf, verſ. 16: Come and hear all ye 
that fear God, and I will tell you what God hath doue for my 
ſoul--Le-myrheſhi, which word being of a doubcful {ignifi- 
cation, and uſed for both ſoul and life, in reference:to 
things of a temporal and ſpiritnal concernment, we need 


not confine it toeither. 


I. Ye have the holy ſummons, Come,a word of much uſe 
both in a goodand ina bad ſence, there is in Scripture 
mentioned a religious come,and a rebellious come:the Saints 
have their come, and the wicked have their come there's 
too.much of the laſt come in our days, and too little of 
nion, this come would 


the firſt, if there was more commu 
be more uſed, 


2. The perſous to whom the ſummon is direted, 


lar Chara&er, they are ſuch as fear 


I. By a particu 
J P 


are all that fear 
nd all they that | 


2. By a note of univerſality , t 
God 3 onely they that fear G 
fear God are ſummoned. 


mmons; or the end 
wherefore the ſummons is ſent forth, and that is that he 
might in the audience of them all , make a full and true 
report of what thegreat God hath done for his ſoul. 


| 3. Ye have the matter of the ſu 


So that the words hold forth a-double duty. 
1. To confiderthe mercies of God. 
2. Tocommunicare the mercies of God. 


You may ſee from hence,That it xs a duty by way of ſpecial 
incumbency upon the Lords people,to commemmorate themſelves 
«nd to communicete to others, the vouchſafements of grace and 


Mercy, 


th. OO 


_ 7 
x - 950  ——— py romm—_ I—_—_ —_— =—— _ a OB 8 OI _ 
- 
o 


oY — — —— — - 


ms = i. PY —_—_—_ Frome ——— a. 


Dangers, Deliverances, «nd Duties. 


107 


mercy,which they have had from the Lord ; as to fix the ſenſe 
and remembrance of mercies received upon their own 
hearts, ſo to give their hearts vent, like full veſſels, mn 
frequent mentioning their preſervations unto ochers; it is 


a commendable pra@ice,there is much of God in it ; Ic 


hath the ſeal of the beſt menzit hath much in it,that ſpeaks 
men to be good, and that makes good men much the bet- 
ter: See the practice of the Lords people,Pſa.7 8.3,4. Which 
we have heard and known, and our fathers have, told w , we 
will n:t hide them from their children , ſhewing' tothe genera- 
tion to come, oras ſome tranſlation reads it, But to the gene- 
ration to Come, we will ſhew the pragſes of the Lord, his power 
alſo, and the wonderful works that be bath done : parallel to 


this is that, Tſe. 63.7. I will mention the loving. kindneſſes. of 


the Lerd, and the promiſes of the Lord , according to all that 
the Lord hath beſtowed on us., and the great goodneſs to the 


houſe of Iſrael : Memorare faciam, 1 will improve my care Azkir, 


and intereſt, that the mercies of the Lord may be kept up 
in the minds and memories of his people; ſo the Apoſtle, 
2Cor. 1.8,9,10. We would nit Erethren have you ignorant of 
our trouble, which came to us in Aſia, that we were preſſed out 
of meaſure above our ſtrength, inſomuch that we difpaired even 
of life : But we had the ſentence of death in our ſelves , that 
we ſhould not truſt in our ſelves; but in God, which raiſed the 


dead: who delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth deli- 


ver, in whom we truſt that. he will yet deliver uss Whata 
hyſtory of his perſonal dangers and deliverances doth 


he make, 2Cor.11.23.to the end: That to commemorate 


and communicate the mercies of God, is our duty ap- 
pears, becauſe its of diyine eftabliſhment ; it is the ap- 
pointment of God himſelf; he hath nor left 1t Arbitra- 
ry, norisita meer humane conſticution, but it 1s the 1n- 
ſtitution of the great Law=giver, ſo that+to fail in the 
duty 1s a tranſgrefſion of his law , and faſtens guilt upon 
the (ſoul : And ſure *ris the Saints wifdom to take-heed of 


ſin,andto comply with the whole minde of God, Deut.32. 


7,8,9. obſervealſo, Pſal. 78.5, 6. He eſtabliſhed a teſtimony 
in facob, aud appointed a law in Iſrael, which he commanded 
* | P-2 our 
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our fathers : Here'is a law eſtabliſhed , and a command- 
ment given to inforce the obſervance of it ; here's the 
ople poinced out , upon whom the obligation of rhis 
aw iakech hold,” and here's the explanation of rhis law, 
what it imports, to wit, That they Brould not bide, but ſhew- 
forth the wonderful works w'ich the Lord hath done ; and that 
rio: onely rotheirbrechren, whoſe lives might probably 
be finiſhed as ſoon as theirs, and-ſo the' remembrance of 
thoſe great things might dy alſo, bur ro their children, 
who according to the courfe of nature, might live to ce- 
ltbrate the memorial of them, when'their carcafſes were 
mouldred unto duſt: As the great'works of God, are not 
uſually the work” of one generation onely, but: begun in 
one aud compleated in another ; ſo God would nor have 
them be the wonder of one generation onely , he would 
not have one age wear out the remembrance of thoſe 
reat deliverances, upon which he hath laid out.fo much 
of his wiſdom, power, mercy,goodnefs,jJuſtice,&c.The re- 


| Fore their children muſt know them , nay the children 


which were yet unborn muſt hear of them, nay un -mnſt 
nor ſtay here, buteven they muſt ſtand up and declare 
them to their children ,, and ſoa careful remembrance 
muſt be kept up of mercies, by a ſucceſſien of ages, until 
time be ſwallowed'up into eternity : much of the Paſſe< 
overs inſticution , hadan eye to perpetuate rhe rhemort. 
all of Iſraels Exodus out of Egypt ; io the golden por of 
Manna, the cwelves ſtones ſet up at the brink of Ferdan, 
and many other things were the appoincment of God, 
as ſtanding records of ſome glorious mercy ; which fully 


- ſpeak forth che mind of God, that he would have his 


—_— » report his a@s of kindneſs and good will unto 
em. 
O chen beexhorted to the practice of this duty !. the 
fruits it bringeth forth are very precious. 
- 3 Fruit. It will bring « Saint into more acquainta»ce with 
God; rhe ſoul hereby comes to a' more. experimental 
knowledge of God, when he beholds the banner of love 
diſplayed overhim , and confiders thoſe precious _ 
ures 
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butes of mercy, goodneſs, wiſdom, and power, which 
were efigaged ior him+,-in the day of his diſtreſs : Oh! 
this begers more heart-familiarity; and makes a ſervant of 
the Lord more carneſt in his enquiries after God : as it is 
among men, when a-man-ts brought into great ſtraights, 
either for eſtate or life, and a ſtranger takes pity on him, 
and through many diffticulties,procures ſafety and dilive- 
rance for him. Oh howgreat a ſence of this: kiridneſs 
will be upon the ſpirit of an ingenuous perſon: how will 


he be often ſpeaking of it! 'and/the more he thinksand _ 


ſpeaks of it, che'more carrieftly will he defire'to know the 
man, that hath'done fuch great-things forhims:- Juſt {ſo 
ir will be with a gobd'man whenthe hath been ina necef- 


| fitons condition, knew not'whatto donor « lich-way'to 


curn him, Refuge failed 'bim', 1d min Caredifor bis ſoul, he 


locked on bis right hand, and'beheld',- but therewas no man 


that would know him, as'was Davids cate, Pſal. 142: 4. Nay 
farther, his bretfiren were far from him, :his 'acquain+ 
tance'utterly eftranged, his kinsfolks failed him”, - his fa- 
miliar friends forgot him , his own-ſervants counted him 
for « ſtranger, Nay his breath was ſirange to bit own wife , 
a was Fobs cafe, Job 19:13,14,15,16;17, when a' Saint hath 
been broughr to rheſe ex1gents', -and' then rhe Lord hath 
come in,brotght him off wich his'own arm; hach broughe 
ſalvation to him : Oh what aſfence of mercy will chis bes 
get : How will a Saint awak his glory to (ſpeak of this? 
How will he bewail his ignorance of God and follow on 
to know the Lord 7 How will he preſs after a'molt ins» 
ward acquaintance with the Loafd',, who hath done ſuch 
oreat things for him'; when Moſes was fled into Midian, 
and beheld the'flaming bufh on mount' Horeb, Exod. 3. 3. 
He ſaid, I will turn afide and fee thir great fight , why the buſh 
3 not burnt : he contemplaced the powerand omnipoten= 
cy of God init, and what farther meaiting the Lord had 
in-chat great miracle, and whenthe Lord had ſpake with 
and conimiffioned him to bring the childrew of -Ifrael out 
of Egypt , he enquires into the'\name”of that God, 
who pr 


verſ. 


offers {o-far'on the behalf of an- afflicted people 
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him that his name was, I AM THAT IT AM, or I 
will be what I will be, Ehezeb , being the fame with Fah 
and Febovah, which imply, | | | 
Firſt, Gods perfeCt, abſoluteand {imple being in, and 
of himſelf. | 


Mr,Leigh,2. Secondly, Such a being which giveth being unto other 
book of his things, and upon whom they depend. bf 


body of Di- 
ty 
133: » page 


Thirdly,Such a God as iscrue and conſtant in his pro- 
miſes : ready to make good whatſoever he hath ſpoken; 
nay, when Moſes had been upon the mount with God for- 
ty days:ank forty nights, And the Lord bad ſpoke unto hin 
-An to face , as a man ſpeakgth to his friend, Exod. 33. 11. 
yet having experienced ſo much the power and witdom 
of God, and having brought forth the children of Iſrael, 
by ſo many ſigns and wonders out of: Egypt, and all 
by the immediate commands, and communications of 
God himſelf; he could not reft in that knowledge of God 
he had already attained, but goes higher verſ. 18. 4nd 
beſeecheth God to ſhew him his glory, he would not ſtay a little 
until he came to heaven, which could not be long , his 

als being now almoſt run out ,. but he would have a 
full vifion of God in all his glory here , he would know 
all, anda great deal more then frail. man was capable to 
know, of that God from whom he and his people had re- 
ceived ſuch glorious, ſuch eminent deliverances : Oh 
ſure if people did more obſerve, and:count over the mer- 
cies of God,Perſonal and National, there would not be 
ſuch a dedolent ignorance of God as there, is; God 
would not be ſuch a ſtranger in-our hearts, houſes, towns 
and countries: Ah,. how many houſes may a man come 
into, nay how many towns may he rid through, and meer 
with very few, that know any thing of God to purpoſe, 
or that can give any confiderableacconnt of him,though 
his appearances of late have been ſo glorious amongſt us : 
Oh thac of irael is ſadly true of England, Ia. 1,3. The Ox 
knowerh bis owner , and the Aſs bis majters crib : but Tſrael 
hath not known , my people hath not underſtood ; The Logs 
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heal this great ignorance, and pardon it, and quicken'up 
all to keep up a ſenſe of thoſe great things God hath done 
for us. 

2. Fruit, This frequent diſcourfing of mercies, healing, 
redeeming, quickning, and ſoul-converting mercies, &c. 
will more exdear God unto the Saints,it will unite the heart in- 
to 4 more holy affeGion unto God, Cant.$.verſ.5. When the 
Church came out of the Wildernefs leaning upon her 
Beloved; when Chriſt was with her in the Defart, and 
brought her forth from a wilderneſs, where ſhe was at loſs 
in her (elf, which way togo, and what to do how to get 
her wants ſupplied, how to have her life ſecured, how to 
get her feet direfted, and how to free her (elf from thoſe 
briars and thorns wherewith ſhe was -intangled', and 
Chriſthad then come in , had (born hex'up upon everla- 
fting Arms,and had broaghrt her forth into the plain field; 
Oh, how is ſhe affe&ed with this! at what a pitch of Jove 
doth her ſpirit ſoar! how doth ſhe preſs upon Chriſt ! 
how would ſhe get into the heart of Chriſt, and bring 
Chriſt into hers ! verſ. 6. ſhe puts up this requeſt unto 
him} Set me as @ ſeal wupen thy bearr, for love is ſtrong as 
death, which conquers all men , jealouſie is cruel as the 
grave, which ſpares'none, and is never ſatisfied, the coals 
whereof are coals of fire, which have a moſt vehement flame , 
many waters Cannot quench love , neither can the floods drown 
it, if a man would give all the ſub}ance of bis houſe for love, 
it would be utterly contemned ; What a Pyramid of love is 
here? What an unquenchable flame ? What a pearl of 
great price is here? and whatis the fuel of this great fire? 
What oyle doth kindle it ? and what preſerves it? Surely 
a ſtrong and lively ſenſe of Chrifts great affe&ion to, her, 
when in the wilderneſs : So, were our thoughts and dif- 
courſings more upon wilderneſs-grace, wilderneſs-convi- 


# 


Gions, wilderneſs-illightenings, wilderneſs-preſervations 


and wilderneſs-deliverances, our hearts would be-more' 
heated with holy affe&ions towards God, then they are : 
Oh ſure ! If. there be any water at the bottome of the 
Well, this Bucket will draw it up, if any'leve in the 
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heart, ſenſe of mercies will bring «forth, and the more 
we diſcourſe of mercies, the greater will - þe our ſenſe of 
them. | TN | 
Nay farther, a ſ{erions pondering-of, and a ſavoury 
diſcourfting over mercies received, will bring forth a 
ſtrong athance in the people of God, ir will marveilouſly 
ſcatter thoſe fears, and deſponding thoughts, which roo 
often ſeize upon the beſt. in a day of diftre(s, and will ex- 
cellently prevail wich the heart, to bring ir off from 
ch hes and ſeckings to ſtay upon God : 7ri- 
bulation workgth paticnce,and patience experience; we (ſhould 
never ſo fully experience the power, providence, .goud- 
neſs and faithfulneſs of God, if we ſhould alwaycs tail 
npon a quiet ſea, if our eſtate was ever pro{perous, if the 
ſcale of adverſity. were not ſometimes the heavier ; -but 
when wearecait upon rough and rocky ſeas , when we 
arc broughtinto ſtreighrsand know not what. todo; why 
' then we ſee what a God can do; what bowels , mercies, 
and tender-heartedneſs there is in a':good God toward 
us : Alas menas men ( and the beſt men are but men 
ſometimes, and in ſome caſes) are apt co. fancy Gad 
to be like chemfelves, as ſtreight-hearced and incoms 
paſlionate as themſelves to;perſons,in.diftre(s ; bur now, 
when an adverſe condition hath patit to the trial, che 
thcy have foundit otherwiſe, That bizh as the heaven is 
above the earth, ſ» great is hg  mercy.toward them that fear 
him, Plal,zo03-ver.1].;Nay as the heavens arecbigber than the 
earth.ſo are Gods wayes wayes of merecyco his afflicted ones, 
lagher than; mans. wayes : And his:choughts, thoughts 
of: goQdneſs and good will co his oppreſſed ones , above 
mans thoughts, Ifa.55.verf.g. Now this experience work» 
keth hope , hope of ſuccourand relief from the Lord in 
an.cvill day.; this works an holy/boldneſs in rhe: Sainrs, 
makes them lift up their heads-and hearcs withicomfore, 
and ſay, Supplies-will came; Dcliveravcewilhcome., we 
will tand flill, and waic for the (alvarion of our-God: 
They rowl themſelves ;upon;God , when new eroubleswe 
arlſequietSheir ſpiritswith an expeRancyof helptrom the 
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Lord,their ſure friend, their tried friend,their good friend, 
and in an high way of b:leeving ſpeaks Daveds language, 
Why art thou C.ift down, O my ſoul, why art thou ſo diſquieted 
within me,hope thou ia God,for mercy will come,tupplics will 
come,[ have found the Lord to bea good God, a faithful 
F:icnd that n: ver failed me, a. preſenc help in the needful 
time of trouble. Indeed men may fail, as not being able 
ro help, bur God is Qmnipotent , he can do abundantly 
avove What wecan ask or chink;or men may fail,as being 
wearied out with often helping; I, but che everlaſting God, 
the Lord,the Creator of the ends of the earth farnterh not, nei= 
ter x weary; Again, man may fail, as not. knowing rhe 
ſtraits we arein,or how to bring us out; I bur our heavenly 
Father kn:w-th the things we jtand in need of, and how 10 de- 
liver his out of every temptation : Laſtly, man may fail,being 
changedin his att: &ion unions;I buc chere is no variable- 
neſs, nor ſhadow of turning with God, he loves with an 
everlaſting love : Theſe Coniiderations do caray, on the 
Saints with an holy criumph in their {adieſt prefſures,and 
they ſay with David, T ſhall yet praiſe him,who i th. bealth of 
my countenance,and my G.d,Pial.43.ver{.5.I mighc multiply 
Scripture prefidences abuncancly upon this heal but thac 
it is donealiready in another place: Ou friends,gather up 
your experiences,and lay them by you among your, choit= 
elt creatures,you will tinde them co be ſingularly uſeful to 
ou 1N an evili time, and toothers alſo, four experiences 
being faithfully reported to them,will comforc,quiet,and; 
beget boly athances in them, when they are brought into 
greatclt itreights,Pſal.34.verſ.2. My ſol ſhall make ber boait 
of God,the hi.mble ſhall hear thereof andbe glad: Rejoyce in 
tribulation : This was the end propoſed by the onely wiſe 
God, Pſal.58. verſ.7. why his people ſhould ſhew forth his 
marvelious works, namely, . that their poſterity might be 
taughtchat cxcellenclefion of living by faich, thac they 
might ſet"their hopes on God,that they mighc beleeving- 
ly expe& help from a faithful, from an Almighty God. ._ 
Fruit 4. A lively ſenſe of mercy received , leads the 


© Foul-on in:Gods wayes, it zs @ notable friend to Religion , and. 
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provokes unto love and good works : That ſoul thrives beſt 


heaven-ward,which is moſt in the ſenſe and ſerious medi- 
tation of the goodnels of the Lord,this will carry on the 
ſoul amain for God : What a gracious frame was fa- 
cobs ſpiritin , when he had the lively apprehenſions of 
rich mercies , and great deliverances upon it, Ge#.35. 
verſ.2,3. Facob ſaid unto his houſhold , and all that were 
with him, pt away the ſtrange gods that are among you, and 
be clean, and change your garments, and let us ariſe, and ga. 
to Bethel, .and I will make there an Altar unto God; and 
why to Bethel 2 or why make an Altar unto God ? Oh, 
there is good reaſon for it; He anſwered me in the day of 
my diſtreſs, and was with me in the way which I went : There 


is very much in this paſſage, and much to the preſent. 


purpoſe , and therefore I ſhall intreat your ſtay a while 
to obſerve the carriage of this good man, there be- 
ung much teaching in it, and that in many particu- 
ars, 
» I. Obſerve from hence, That Family-reformation , [yes 
by way of ſpecial care and duty upon the Governour of it : 
The Maſter of a Family is veſted with authority from 
the Lord, to command the exerciſe of Religion in his 
own houſe : he may authoritatively a& within his own 
precin&s, and that for God : It will not anſwer the de- 
mands of God, nor ſatisfie conſcience, when awakened, 
that he hath walked in the wayes of God himſelf, and 
kept up cloſe, and cloſet communion with the Lord , if 
he voluntarily connive at the wickedneſs of his family, 
and leave them to their own carnal liberty in the things 
of God, he ought to put to his own hand , and move the 
wheels of Religion in his family, and command his 
houſhold to-fear the Lord : God himſelf gave this teſti- 
mony of Abraham (whoſe children we are, if beleevers, 
and ought towalk in the footſteps of his faith) I know 
him, that he will command his children, and his houſhold after 
him , that they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, Gen.18. 
verl. 19. ut facient, that they ſhall doit, that they ſhall; 
keep cloſe to the way ,'and aftup to the ES of 
, , oa, 


wa das 1d 


_— 


Dangers, Deliverances, and Duties. 


I15 


God. Ic is too much the fault of Family-governours, 
though good, to {lacken their family care, in matters of 
Religion z the beſt are too remiſs 1 this point , and if 
Cealc Withall , whar 1s the anſwer of many ? I hope my 
family walks orderly, I ſee no ill carriages among them 
I do not obſerve a ſpirit of oppoſition in any of themto 
the wayes of God, I allow them nor in any vicious 
courle, they have no command nor countenance from 
me in any wayes that are evill : This is ſomething, and 
more than a great many can fay, and ſpeak in truth, but 
this comes ſhore of the pattern here propoſed; betides in 
matters that relateto your own intereſt, yow will ſee 
them do your own buſineſs, you will often ſtand by 
them when they dreſs your horſes (it may be when they 
feed your hawks and your hounds ) ye will obſerve whe- 
ther your worldly affairs proſper in cheir hands, ye will 
follow them into the fields and meadows, and ſee that 
your own work be done, and thac ſeaſonably and 
throughly 3 now why do you not ſee to the work 
of the Lord alſo 2? if ' a groom be wanting out - of 
your ftable, ye will mifſe him an4 ack for him, nay if he 
giveyou nor a good account, ye will chide himor turn 
him away ; but when do ye mifſe him at the worthips of 
God ? he may come late or not at all, to the publick or- 
dinances or family duties, and hardly be miſt, or if miſt, 
get off upon eafie terms; a ſoft reproof will ſerve the 
turn, like that of Ely's to his ſons, 1 Sam. 2,23, 24. Why 
do you ſuch things ? and do no more ſo: Ohthis 1s a Natio- 
nall fault; and I fear, there is much wrath bound up in 
it: ye ſec another 'manner of ſpirit in Abraham, he com- 
mands both children and ſervants to keep the way of the 
Lord; IT queſtion not, bur ye uſe the imperative -mood in 
your own, and why not in the Lords work? Ye are good 
Gramarians for four own, and why not for the Lord's 
intereſt ? Majters may in Cvility entreat and gently treat 
their ſervants, but if they refuſe, and be ſtublorn, both the 
authority of a Maſter, and the duty of a Chriſtian, obligeth 


them to command iz the caſe of religion 3 and if commands: 
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prevail:tr;”David's praftice is a worthy pattern, Pſal. 
10L..vVer.7, He that worketh deceit ſhall not tarry in my houſe, 
be that telieth lies ſhall not tarry in my ſight : now to defraud 
God and their own ſouls is the greateſt Mrrmahb, the high- 
elt peice of couſenage z if they pack for any fraud, let 
them pack for that 3 Surely, 1f chey do not couzen you 


in temporalls, they make you go much to back-harrow in 
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ſpirituals : they tieal away much of your comfort, hin-. 


der much of that ſweet communion, which. ye an{ your 
family mighc keep up with God: if rhey do not ſec tice 
on your houſes, they make the wrath of God impendent 
overthem, for the curſe of God ( which is the moſt 
dreadfull ſcarefire ) hangerh over the houſe where the 
ſwearer dwelleth; and how few families can be found-our 
wherein a (wearer dwells not? Oh chat ſuch a ſpiric of 
reformation, in the power of it, was upon all Govern- 
ours of families, as was here upon F«cob! Oh thac they 
wee men of reſolution like unto Foſhua, who retolvedly 
concluded, though he ſtood alone, I and my horſe will 
ſerve the Lord , Joſhua 24.verſ.15. Oh that they were m2n 
of religion, like unto Cornelius, who feared God, and all bzs 
bouſe, At. 10. ver. 2. I never hope to ſee religion flouriſh 
in the lite and power of it,aund ſpread it ſelf over Towns, 
and Provinces, unrill great men be good, and their fami- 
lies grow better : Oh how ſadly can ſome villages witneſs, 
that popery and profaneneſſe have come down the hill 
from Lordthip-houſes, and ſpread like a contagious diſ- 
eaſe, almoſt over all the tamylies ! the Lord reform 
this. 

2. It hath a great tendency to the promoting of religion, 
when maſter and family walk, together to the houſe of the 
Lord : when publick worſkips are frequented by the 
heads of Camilies; and a due regard to Goſpel-ordinan- 


' Ces, be kept by them, in the hearts of their whole reci- 


nue;Oh *tis a fight chat heaven and earch rejoice at,to ſee 
great perſons march in good aray to Bethel, in the very 
front of their families : Ic ſadned David's ſpirit ( when 


an exiled perſon ) to remember bow be bad gone with bis 
| train 
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train to the houſe of God, Pſal. 42. ver.q.as the meeter gives 
it: and”tis prefſed by way of pathericall exhortcation by 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. ver. 25. upon believers, ut to forſuke 
the aſſembling themſ-lves together, as ever they look for com- 
fort at the coming of the Lord Feſus Chrift, the tune 
whereof -draweth nigh ; and to be gathered together un- 
to him at his appearing, and in his kingdome : Ah, pw 
little is that prophecy made good in our dayes, IſF.60. 
vers. That pesple flee as a cloud,and as the doves to their win- 
dews?where can ye find a town of which it may beaftirmed 
paralcl] to that pattern, 2 Chro. 20. ver. 13. Ai Fudah 
jt 00d before the Lord with their little ones, their wives and 
thcir children ? I can ſadly atteſt againſt this, an\l ſo can 
many uthers: Indeed, when this late reformation firſt 
began, Aſſemblies were numerous,Churches were throng- 
ed, Le&ures much frequented; but now, kow do the way?s 
of Zion mourn, becauſe few come to the ſolemn feaſts, Lam. 1. 
ver. 4. How thin are Sabbath congregations ?- and much 
thinner le&ure-Aſemblies! How hath Saul ſlain his thous 
ſands, and David his ten thouſands ! How hath Popery 
and profaneneflſe weeded out many, and hereſfie more in 
our dayes : A third part almoſt in ſome places are carried 
off to by- meetings ; well may the river below, when ſo 
many by-brooks carry away ſo much of the water: no 
marvell that ſo few ayſwer to the mufter-roul, when (o 


many haveliſted themſelves under other Capcains : Oh *7 


that God would bring back the people of this Nation, 
who haveſo much deparred from the gares of wiſdome : 
Oh that the Lord would magnifie his Goſpel, and make 
it honourable amongſt us in all its ordinances! And Oh 
that heads of families would be the Sermon bell in cheir 
own houſes, and ring all their domeſticks to Church with 
this peal, ariſe, and let us go.up 1» Bethel! Heaven and 
God's wayes are up the hill; children and ſervants had | 
need be handed up by their ſuperiours, or elſe they will 
Iy ſtill at the foot of the hill, or elſe ſtraggle inco the 
vail of Sodom; how can we think the child ſhould grow 


and battle, when it refuſeth to take the breaſt? How can 


we 
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we expe that knowledge ſhould encreafe, at leait ſaving- 
ly, when ſo many run to and fro, -and few to the ordi- 
nances? may not the Governours of Fu4ah find out 
ſome expedient, with ſafety of their own, and wihout 
any violence done to the conſciences of other perions, 
- whereby the ancient repute might be reſtored to the or- 
dinances,and our aſſemblies might be filled ? God grant 


they may : for hinc ile lackrime, both to me and others. - 


3. Obſerve, it adminiſters great hope of much good, when 
infert urs obey their ſuperiours commands, in th4eir Calls to re- 
ligion and family-reformation ; there is a bleſſing : power 
goes along with the pious endeavours of prudent Gover=- 
nours, God very often, if not alwayes appears, and 
adds authority to their commands, when their endea- 
vours are ſerious and ſincere to advance religion in their 
families : Te ſee bere is a vote paſſed for God in a full houſe, 
Nemine contradicente, a motion entertained by all Facob's 
people:he did but propound a reformation,and they rea- 
dily conſentedto it; the Text ſayes, Gen.z5.verſ.q. They 
gave unto Facob all the ftrange Gods which were in their 
hazds, to wit, in. their poſſeſſion, aud all their earings 
which were in their ears. | 

Objeciion. But ye will ſay, They were Hebrews,trained up 
in toe fear and knowledge of the true God,and poſſibly extraor- 
dinarily principled, and moved at that time ty an 4,nmediate 
impulſe of the ſpirit of Gd, it 4 not ſo with our Families. 

Solution, 1 Anſwer, Ic is ſadly ro be lamented, that 
any of this Nation, grown up to years of maturiry, and 
mn a rational way capable of teaching, thould be ſoigno- 
rant and 1l|-principled, as to oppole their Governours 
call, and not ſubmit to their commands, when they 
command for God,and call cc thoſe wayes, which being 
This TNand walked in,lead to eternal blefſedneſs ; and that confider- 
hah the lo- 12S what advantages this Nation hath, yea of ancient 
ry to be gra- fines hach had,in the light and Liberty of the Golpel;chis 
ced with the Nation being the firſt in all the world that embraced the 
fickt Chritt- Goſpell, by che authority of the ſupream Magittrate, 
an Kingyhat even by King Lycixs, about 170 years after Chriſt :- n- 

| | ; deed 
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deed the Goſpel was preached to other Nations before, ever raged 
and many Churches were gathered out of many Pagan inthe world, 
Cit'es and Nations,when the Governours were [dolaters, Which was 
and onely tolerated the Goſpel in their Dominions; but $4 -. 
here the chief Authority of the Nation was for the Goſpel; ——_ . his 
eltabliſhed the Profeſſion of it by a civil San&ion,yea, (+, wont 
made a Law,that the Goſpel ſhould be owned and profel- e,,, ; $60 
ſed all the Nation over : and now,that the Goſpel ſhould B-;:4,;2 
have been in the Nationsfor almoſt 1500 yeares, (for cer- 05142 
tainly it was never quite extin& in the darkett times, Provincia- 
there was ſome glimmerings of light in the moſt gloomieſt 7-2 prima 
day)and yet, that ignorance and Atheiſme ſhould fo ge- prbl:cirres 
nerally prevail,is very ſad,yet ſadly true : But where lies Criſs #0- 
the blame of this? much at the doors of parents, and 77 707717. 
Maſters of Families, want of Education, and of early ſea- agg Sab. 
ſoning of children, both at home and at School, is much | E + _ 

y ned 7, 
the cauſe of that groſs ignorance, and generall profane- 
neſs, which overſpreadeth the Nation : And truly, Mi- 
niſters remitting their care and pains in cacechifing, 1s 
nor the leaſt canſe,of theſe forenamed evils : Oh that 
the ſence and experience of theſe things would awaken 
parents to a more carefull education of their children, 
and that the Magiſtrates care might be, to ſet up, and 
encourage ſchools of learning in every Town , that is As is with 
confiderable for number of Inhabitants, at leaſt, ſuch us by the | 
Schooles, wherein the children of the poor might wich- Þo'inty of his 
out charge to them, be inſtru&ed in Scripture-Learning, Highneſs. 
and the Principles of Religion : How are the Proteſtants 
of the Valleys farre above us in this point ? The children 
of Mcrindol propounded and anſwered queſtions amongſt , , E 
themſelves, in the audience of the Biſhop of Cavaillon, wr = 
and many others, with ſuch grace and gravity, and ſo 14, ,, pag 
eo the purpoſe, that the Papiſts admired at it, nay, one 795, gw 
of their adverſaries profeſſed, that he had been ofren at King Her, $, 
the common Schools at Sorbone in Paris, where he heard | 
the diſputations of the Divines, but yet he never learned 
fo much, as he had done by hearing thoſe children: O 
that ſome good Nebemiahs would promote this work, of 
Ing encous 
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encouraging Schoots throughout the Nation, and that 
the Miniſters would own ic more as their buſineſs, to 
inſtru& children and younger people mm Catechiſtical 

oints ; and that an A might be brought forth, en- 
Joyning under penalries, Parents and Maſters, to bring 
forth cheir children and ſervants ro a publick catechi- 


ſing for without this, little good will be done in many 


places, as ſome Miniſters can ſpeak by fad experience, 
being forced to lay that neceſſary work down, becauſe 
nolaw of man enjoined, neither would Goveruours of 
Families command their young people to atcend upon it ; 
and hence it hath been, that the children of Chriſtians 
( as to the general Profeſſion ) have, like che children of 
the Jews, Neh.13. ver.24. ſpake half in the ſpeech of Aſhdyd 
Heathen-like, and could nit ſpeak in the Fews La-guage ; to 
wit, the pure Idiom of the Goſpel. But ſuppoſe your 
ſervants be bad enough, (as I believe roo many be, ) yet 
it will be more your honour to ſquare a knotrie peice of 
timber, and poliſh a churliſh ſtone ; when ye ſmooth a 
rugged ſpirit,and make that plyableto the wayes of God, 
it will more redound to your comfort : And: conſider, 
yeplough in hope, and have a bottome from 7a705's 
ſucceſs, for hope to reſt upon, for he nor onely com- 
manded his houſhold, to wit, children and mania] ſer- 
vants,. but alſo all that were with him, ſome of whom 

robably came out of Meſopotamia with him, and many 
of thole Shechemites alfo, that were lately taken captive 
by his ſonnes, were in company with him, yer his com- 
mand was given unto all, and all ſubmicred unto it, for 
as well the ftrangers that were wich him, as his own 
houſhold, gave unto. him all the ſtrange Gods, which 
were in their hands; they freely yielded up all their 
Idols,into the hand and power of Faceb their Governour, 
never to ſeethem more, nor worthip them more; And 


the text ſayes, Facob hid them, ( tis ike, withour their 


privicy ) under an oak, which was by Shechem ; now then 

take pattern from hence, and a& up in your families 

unto it : How know you but the power of the nughty | 
(o 
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God, may ſo awe the ſpirits of your ſervants, 
that the moſt rugged and rebellious among them, 
may ſtoop under your reproof ? How know ye, 
but that they may deliver up their pride, oaths, 
drunkenneſs, wilfull ignorance, and Goſpel enmitie 
inco your hands ? if in the name of che eternal 
God, as Chriſtian Governours, ye demand them ? 
And what a noble conqueſt would that be ? What 
4 quieting conſideration will this be to youata dying | 
our ? 

4. Obferve further, That great deliverances, lay great 
obligutions upon Governours, to ad high in perſonal and fa- 
mily Reformation ; If ye lay, here's a great deal more 
urged then needs, why did Facob do this ? and why 
muſt we do this ? the enforcement is laid down by 
Facob, who anſwered me in the day of my diſtreſs, 
and was with me in the way that I went; as if he had 
ſaid, I cannot diſcharge my ſelf of that debt I owe 
unro God , nor render my ſelf a .perſon in any mea- 
ſure, worthy of his mercies, if I ſhould tolerate fuch 
principles and pra&iſes in my houſe, which are diſho-+ 
nourable unto him, and deſtructive to the very in- 
tereſt of Religion : Oh ! I will remember the day 
of diſtreſs, which was upon me, when my brother. 
Eſau threatned my life, for the birthright and bleſſing 
which I obtained from him : 'I well remember mine affli- 
Qed eſtate, when I was in the day time conſumed with 
drought,and in the night by froft, and my fleep departed 
from mine eyes, whileft 1 ſerved a churlith Lebax, and 
had my wages changed ten times by him : Iremember 
thoſe fears, yea grear fears which ſcized npon me, when , p 
Eſau came againſt me with four buudred men at his heels, at Ro = 
which time Twraftled with-the Angel, and ſpake 'before £,,, Killin 
the Lord that I feared grearly, leaſt Eſau would come and the bird up. + 
ſmite me, end the mother with her children,or ghnal-Buxim-= on the net 
xpon her children, heaps upon heaps: And now, ſeing with her 
God was with me, and anſwered me in all theſe dayes,of young ones, 
my diſtreſs, and hath I PET in a wonderfull Hoſ-10.14, 

way 
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way of mercy, with ſafetie to mzHife,and ſecurity ro my 
eft ite, I dare no: fail in this great diity of fam. ly-Refor- 
mation, I canno: bear any longer the diſh>nours which 
are don2 toGo.l in my Family, nor quit my ſpiric any 
longer with my pzr{onall Religion, and ch-refore I lay 
irupotyotall by wiy of command, as a Migiſtrace in 
my own family, that ye put away the ftrange Gods wvich 
are among you, and be clean, an1 chanze your garments, 
and let ws ariſe, anJ go up te Betb-el ; Tivis D2vid 2 Sam, 
verſ.1,2. Woen the Lord bad given bim reft round about, 
from all his enzmics : The fence thereof was ſo lively 
upon his ſpirit,that he ſuddenly and ſerioally reſolved,to 
build an bouſe to th: Lord,and eſtabliſh the worthip of Go 1 
in the Land,to which he was encouraged by Nathan the 
Prophet at firſt, but afcerward received a flat prohibition, 
that he ſhould not build ir; yet ſee how the ſence of 
mercies carried him out, to prepare abundantly for that 
magnificent building, charging, and encouraging Solomon 
to the work,and quickening up his Princes unto free-will 
offerings, 1 Chron.28. ver. 20. and Chap.29.verſ.1,2, and 
ſo forward : Qi then ! I make it my humble requeſt, to 
all that read this paſſage, that ye would improve mer- 
cies received, and deliverances received, according to 
Facob's pattern, that it may quicken you up to family 
care,to ſet up Religion in your e amilies, and promote it - 
in the Nation,thar the Lord may feed you with the heritage of 
Facob your father, Iſa. 58.ver. ult. Think ofcen and ſeri- 
ouſly, what your Dangers and what your Deliverances 
have been : and ſurely, if there be any heat and life 
in the ſoul for God, this will bring it forth, there would 
not be that hearrt-deadneſs, negle& of Family-diſcipline, 
and that Formality, even amongk Profefſours and Chri- 
fans of long Rtanding ; they would not fit down in ſuch 
a lazie Profeſſion, and tolerate that Ignorance , that 
profaneneſs, and thoſe abuſes, in their Families, and 
Towns, if they were throughly awakened by a due col- 
lefion, and orichs communication” of experienced 
mercies, how ofcen and how'fignal their __—_ 
ave 
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have been fromthe jaws of death : Oh receive in love 
this wordof exhortation from an unworthy hand, and 
the Lord ſet it home upon your hearts. 

2. I come now to the pure ſpiritual part of the exhor- 


tation: Are the appearances ofthe Lor emiment and im- 


mediate for the help of his people in their greateſt 
ſtraights? have you experienced this? can you ſet your 
ſeal to this truth ?. hath the Lordengaged for your help, 
and brought you off with ſafety and comfort , when you 
were under the greateſt hazards ? then make a good 
uſe of ſuch mercies, and take my advice in theſe follow- 
ing particulars, | 

1. Make a ſerious and ſpeedy enquiry , whether you are 
brought of from fin and wrath by Feſus Chriſt, and what 
have been the methods of God toward you in your ſpiritual de- 
liverance, 

2. Quicken up your ſelves to duty , in «ll your deadneſs and 
damps of ſpirit. 

3. Be much in the ſence and meditation of grace received , 
keep up the conſideration thereof. To the firſt, 

Improve your temporal preſervatious, by way of in- 
quiry after your ſpiritual ſafety : whether the Lord who 
hath made bare his Arm in fignal deliverances for the life 
of your bodies, hath alſo ſtretched forth the right arm of 


grace for the life of your ſouls, and how the Lord hath 


mechodized the ways of his grace unto you ; make theſe 
two particulars the matter of your great enqueſt. 

I. Put this queftion unto your ſouls, and be ſerious in 
it, asa matter of moſt concerning and everlaſting in- 


_ : I ſhall ſpeak now to fingle perſons , and therefore . 


all dire the enquiry to the Reader, as though he was 
that very perſon I wrote this unto, and for: Say to thy 
ſoul, Man, The Lord bath often fercht me off from tem- 
poral dangers, But Ochath the Lord wrought ther great 
deliverance for my ſoul } Am I brought off from a ſtate of 
nature by renewing grace ? AntTI delivered from the bon- 
dage of fin and corruption by redeeming grace ? Am I 
brought back from piceus Babylon by reſtoring grace? Am 
| 2 $100 I 
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+." that thou ſhalt be eternally ſaved, for that is unſafe, but 


Tuedts)8, 


IT ranſomed from underthe power of Satan by viForious 
grace? God hath given me life from the dead for my bo- 
dy,but have I life from the dead for my ſoul alſo? Oh! 
what will all theſe temporal deliverances avail me, If I 
havenot deliverance from wrath to come by Feſus Chriſt ? 
What advantage will it be unto me , that I have often 
been kept our of the grave, if when I dye'l drop into 
hell? What comfort will it be to me at a dying honr,that 
God hath ſaved me out of ſix troubles, yea our of ſeven, 
if I ſhall then have no aſſurance of eternal ſalvation, but 
rather perplexing fears-of periſhing everlaftingly ?. what 
was it for Cham to be preſerved in the Ark, when an over- 
flowing deluge ſwallowed-up the whole world of the un- 
godly, ſceing afterward he fived and dyedand lay under 
the curſe of God to eternity? or for rebellious Ifrael to be 
brought by ſo many miracles out of Egypt ,- and yet en- 
tered not, through unbelief into the land of reſt ? Do not 
therefore haſtily conclude from thy temporal ſalvations, 


rather take occaſion from thy temporal, to enquire into 
thy everlaſting ſafety : let this put chee upon a ftrift and 
narrewſcrutiny : The Apoſtle argeth this, 2Cor.13.5. Ex- 
ani Sour own ſelves , whether you be inthe faith , prove 
Jour ſelves , know ye not your own ſelves , that Feſus Chriſt 
#s in you except you be reprobates. The firſt word inthe 
proper fignification implies a piercing through timber, 
that tryal may be made, what it is within, whether ſound 
Or rotten 3 or the piercing of a veſſel , that the Vintner 
may tafte the wine and try the goodneſs of it ; thus Chri- 
ans muſt pierce through and through their hearts that 
they may know the ſoundneſs of them : Men bave « plau- 
ſible profeſſion yet but rotten hearts ; men may think their e- 
fate to be very good, when it is ſtarke naught, and con- 
clude they are brought over to God, when they are ſtill in 
the divels quarters 3 therefore the Apoſtles adviceis to 


5 T4pdZuy, try and to do it exally : The divel is called the tempter , 


becauſe he goes through ſtitch wich his work, and tryesto 


purpoſe , he perforates and pierceth through the heare', 


and 
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and if there beany unmortified corruption or unſound- 
neſs there, he mill be ſure to finde it out : nay, as though 
one word was not enough in a bulineſs of ſo great import, 
the Apoſtle adds, prove, which refers to that trial which Soxiuats]s. 
Gold{miths make of their mettal, that they may not put 
a Cheat upon themſelves : And here the exhortation is 
dubladchee the duty might be more enforced,as being a 
moſt needful, but a much.negle&ed duty: Hence as Zeph.2. 
I. The Prophets ſays, Excutite vos, iterumque exci#ite vos, Fan 
your ſelves, yea fan your ſelves: ſo the Apoſtle doubles his* 
charge, Examine your ſelves, yea prove your ſelves, as if he 
had ſaid,make it much the matter of your enquirywhether 
ye be in the faith , whether Jeſns Chriſt be in you, other- 
wiſe notwithſtanding all your gilded profeſſion, and form ,,, 
of godlineſs, ye will. be laid afide as counterfeit coin, yea TY 
caſt of as reprobate ſilver at the great day of tryal ; 
when the fol will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkneſs,, and make manifeſt the councels of all hearts, 

> - - 1Cor.4.5.. and though your deliverauces have been never 
ſo remarkable, your preſeryations never ſo admirable as 
to thy temporal ſafety , yet:thou wilt be a caſt-away and 
periſh everlaſtingly,if thou be not in the faith, & Chriſt-be 
not inthee : Oh then enquire into-thy ſpiritual ceftate , 
and laborto evidence the truth and life of gxace in thy 
ſoul, that as thou knoweſt and owneft deliverances from 
ſuch and ſuch dangers , ſo thou mayeſt with. ſafety con- 
clude thy deliverance from wrath to come by Feſus Chriſt : 
this wil \weetenall the providences of God untotheegthis 
will make the remembrance of forepaſt deliverances, plea- 
ſant unto thee, Num. 13. 23. and will be as the grapes of 

| Eſhcol, upon which thy ſoul will feed with delight , as 

| 2 Mat.26.29. having ſome rellifh of that wine , which thou 

ſhalr drink new toeternity with Jeſus Chriſtin the King- 

dom of his Father : But when thou ſpeakeſt or meditateſt 

how, and how often, andin what caſes of imminent.dan= 

\ ger, the Lord hath preſerved thee, and then for want of . 

| 


a through tryal of thy ſpiritual eſtate, thou beeſt in 


: doubt, what will become of thee tocternity, then (ay 
dubius 
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aubins morior , Of quo vadam , neſcio , IT dye doubtfully not 
knowing in which of the two places, Heaven or Hell, I 


ſhall ſpend eternity : Oh, this will be ſad, this ſting of -; 


dearh will wound very ſorely : but more ſad and dread- 
ful will it be unto thee,if thy fears be great (and nothing 
from within tocheck them) that thou art reſerved to the 
day of judgement to be puniſhed ,' or kept in ftore unto the day 
of perdition of ungodly men :; Oh this will like a bunch of 
wormwood in wine, embitter all thy preſervations : Be 
much and ſerious in this great buſineſs, and if upon due 
tryal, thou findeſt the witneſs within, and heareſt the 
bird in thy boſome ſing ſweetly : Be much in admiring the 


riches of free-grace , not onely that thy name is not 


blotted out upon earth, but that it 1s writ in heaven ; not 
onely that thou haſt been preſerved from the uppermoſt hell, 
but that thou art preſerved to the heavenly Kingdome : if the 
ſcales hang even,orthy fear outweighs thy faith,give dili- 
gence to make thy calling & ele&ion ſure,and the rather, 
becauſe thou haft taſted ſo much of the mercy and good- 
neſs of God, in bringing the to ſafe harbor from many 
ftormes 3 This will make thy entrance more abundantly 
glorious , into the everlafting Kingdom of thy dear re- 
deemer; when thou canſt ſing the ſong of Moſes and the 
ſong of the Lamb tcgether; this will make melody in thy 
heart indeed : But if thou beeſt in a ſtate of Atheiſm and 
open prophaneneſs, or notwithſtanding thy carnal Goſ= 


| pelling or formal profeſſion thy heart ſmites thee, thy 


1 Tim. 6.9, 


will this adminiſter, if I becaſ into everlaſting burnings ? 


conſcience condemns thee, and thy daily prafttice bears 
witneſs againſt thee, and all together cell thee to thy 
face, that thou art not inaftate of grace, thou art not 
intereſted in the blood of Jeſus, and that Chriſt is not , in 
Thee the hope of glory : Oh let theſe thoughts be often upon 
thy heart: T have been ſometimes, in a way of mercy ſa- 
ved from drowning in the water ! Ah, but what will this 


avail me, If my fooliſh end burtful Infts do after drown me in 


deftrugiov and perdition ? Þ have been by a handof mercy 
pluckt out of Sodoms burnings ; but ah! what comfort 


—_ 
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I have been fetcht by a fignal mercy from a deep and 
dark dungeon : but ah! what will this advantage 
me, If I be thrown into the bottomleſs pit? I have been 
antidoted from the raging peſtilence ; but ah ! How can 
I rejoyce in that, .Tf the plagve of my heart be nt Cured, and 
ſo the ſecond death bave power over me ? what contentment 
can I take in all my former deliverances, If T be delivered 
up to eternal wrath ? Ler ſuch thoughts prevail with chee, 
and improve thy prefent deliverances, as warnings and 
awakenings from theLord, to provide for thy eternal 
ſafety : The Lord Jefus preached very ofcen upon this 
ſubje&, ro thoſe that he cured, Behold thou art made whole, 
ſin no more, Teaft a worſe thing happen unto tbee ;, Oh the 
worm that never dyeth, and the fire that never goeth out, 
will be far worſe, then all, che miſeries that thou haſt ſuf- 
fered here : this is much the fin of many, they do nor 
heed the outgoings of God; nor confiderthe hand of the 
Lord that hath been upon them , or for them ina day of 
diſtreſs; the ſence of great deliverances ſoon wear off, 
and ſo the fruit of all is loſt ; but if men would often ſay, 
had not the Lord helped ns, the ſea had ſwallowed us 
up , and if we goon mn theſe courſes , it will not be long 
before hell (wallow us up; had not the Lord procured 
my enlargement, I had rotted in a noiſom priſon, andif 
T walk on in theſe ways of fin, I ſhall be certainly thrown. 
inco that priſon , out of which I ſhall not come, untill I 
have paidthe utmoſt farthing : certainly if ſuch confide- 
rations were more upon our ſpirits , there would not be 
that Atheiſm, diſfſolutneſs, and profaneneſs among the 


worſt, nor that luke-warmneſs, formality, and dead- - 


ne(s of ſpirit amongſt the beſt, as there is : Sabbaths 
would be more duly obſerved, ordinances more careful- 
ly attended on ; the ſeaſon of grace 'more prized, the 
meſſengers of grace more honoured, the ways of grace 
more walked in, and men would minde the. great buſi- 
neſs of ſalvation in more good carneſt, then the moſt men 
do; Ob then try this courſe , and improve this councel , 
leaſt afterall thy remporal deliverances , eternal wrath 
may be thy portion. "A 
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2. If upon due cryal thou findeſt a' work of grace 
wrought in thy ſoul, Chriſt formed in thy heart ; pur it to 
the:queſtion, how, and when was this good work begun 
in my foul ? jn cemporal dangers and deliverances men : 
are apt to ſpeak, what hazards of life they have been m, 
what days of-diſtreſs have been upon them , and aggra- 
vate all by relating the circumſtaiices of time, place,com= 
964 4a th and then, how and by what means the Lord 

rought them off, above and beyond expeQation, when 
they leaſt looked for: it, and had leaſt ground to hope 
after it: Qh what ſtories will ſome men tell of this nature? 
how will they delight in it , and account it their honor 
todoit ? Ofollow then this pattern in a ſpiritual way z 
diſcourſe over and often the paſſages of Gods mercy and 
thine own miſery ; what thou waft, how vain, how igno- 
rant ? what, an enemy toGod? what a hater of good 
men ? what a deſpiſer of the means of grace , and how 
regardleſs of thine' own eternal peace ,and welfare ? fo 
that if the twine thread of thy life had been cut , when 
thou waſt in that eftate , thou hadfſt certainly dropt into 
hell, and periſhed without all hope of recovery ;-and 
that then, when no eye pittied thee, nor thou thy ſelf , 
when thou didſt not look after Chriſt , but braved it ouc 
__—_ God, and all Goſpel tenders; then, even then 
he Lord came in gracioutfly and ſeafonably unto thee , 
And according to his mercy ſaved thee , by the waſhing of re- 
generation, and renewings of the boly Ghoft , which be ſhed on 
thee abundantly by Feſus Chrift thy Saviour : Saint Paul was 
much in the review of what he had been and done; and 
in owning and —— grace :-He is not aſhamed to 
tell the world , what he was before converſion ; when 
and how the Lord came. upon him-, 'and wrought that 
bleſſed change in him : And indeed fomeancient Chriſti- 
ans tread in the Apoftles ſteps and KM retam this praftice, 
ſure*rwas well, if it was more done, provided it was well _ 
done, not out of pride and viin glory , but in humilrg” 
and lowlineſs of minde, that God alone may bear» 
knowledged aud adored for 'his rich-grace 3 and others 
, L -{.- ©. may *.. 


- 
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may reap fruit by ic to their comfort , eſtabliſhment and 
ſupporr 3 but I donot lay this down as the general duty 
of. all ander profcilionz [ know there be ſome who play 
the hypocrites in Religion, and theſe. (out of meer pride 
and oftencation, that they might get a name and repute 
among believers, and be counted tomebody ) would be 
forward enough in this work ſpeaking lics in hypocrite , 
and pretending to great things , which they never expe- 
rienced 3 like that Amalekice, 2 54am.1.6,7,3,9. whotold 
David a faircale , how he ſtood upon Sarl and flew him, 
and took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet that was upon hisarm,&@c. and all this that he 
might win credit with David, and gain his favour by flay- 
ing his enemy , who ſtood betwixt him and the crown: : 
whenas the whole ſtory was falſe; this would be the caſe 
of ſome falſe-hearted hypocrices. Again, ſome of the 


ſervants of the Lord who are real converts, would be at 


a loſs within themſelves, not being able to give an ac- 
count, when and how the Lord firft wrought upon them 3 
who can onely ſay with the blind man, Fob. 9.25. This one 
thing 1 know , that whereas I was born blinde, I now do ſee : 
the work of grace upon the hearrs of ſome, as to the 
quando and quomodo time and manner , is undiſcernable 
by, them : The Lord ſpiritualizeth cheir morals, ſanCifhes 
their principles of education, ard drops down by ſpirit up- 
01 the ſeed , and bis bl-ſſing upon the off-ſpring ; ſo that they 
ftring up as among the graſs ( as Spring Flowers, which lye 
buried under ground the Winter ſeaion, and ſprout forth 
as the year arifeth) Tſa. 44.3, 4. To this che Lord Jeſus 
ſpeaketh, Mark, 4. 26,27. So is the Kingdom of God, as if 4 
man ſhould Caſt ſeed into the ground and ſhould ſleep , and the 
ſeed grows up he knows net how :. God ſows the ſeed by the 
haud -f a godly Parent or Paſtor,and in due ſeaſon,when 
and how they know not (neither Parent, Paſtor, nor the 
Perſon himſelf Y it bringeth forth fruit ! the word works 
ſometimes many years after, as they ſay of the Elephant, 
that ſhe brings not forth till the thirteenth year atter ſhe 


are 


hath conceived : The firſt {prings in the-womb of grace 
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are precious, and carefully preſerved by the ſpirit , and 
when they put forth, ir may be without any noiſe : For 
the Kingdom of heaven doth not always come wit! obſervation : 
Thus Timothy knew the holy Scriptures from a child, z Tim. 
$5: 'not onely the bare letter and form of words, thats 

at little 3. bur knew them ſo as to love them , to read 
them wich delight, and look for falvation : wiſdom in 
them, through faith which # in Ckrijt Feſms ; and probably 
by che care of his grandmother Loz and his mother Eu- 
nice : ſure, gracions parents, and- godly education do 
contribute much (though not infallibly) to the ſeaſon- 
ing of tender years, and it was well if parents would 
make it much their care (as bleſſed be God ſome do) to 
furniſh their children, whileſt children, with _— 
knowledge. It is reported, That the Lady Wheatenhall 


Rag ap.1n ſo plyed ber young Neece Miſtris Elizabeth'Wheatenhall , 
10.3*15* rhat before ſhe ws nine years 01d, ſhe could ſay the New Tefta- 


ment by heart, and was able to name the bock, and chapter 
where any word 6r paſſage was : A ſingular preſident, wor- 
thy of admiration : Oh that Chriſtian parents would take 
this hint : The Law of the Lord is perfe&,ccnvertiug the ſoul, 
Pſal.19.7. Thats the genuine and native fruit of it; at 
leaſt through the bleſſing power of the ſpirit, converſion 
1Sinit, and fromit ; _ who knows, whether the word, 
being engraffed. by godly parents, may not. bring forth 
early converfion in their children 2 Sure we are, there 
have been and are young Saints in the world, who have 
relliſhed the ways of God and walked in them , before 
they have travailed many years journey from their mo- . 
thers wombs; now .to theſe I do not dire& this partieu- 
lar advice, but to thoſe whoſe converſion 'hath been viſt= 
ble, their change ſo fignal', that the whole Town, ye 
Country hath rang of it ; fome ſuch there are, who are 
able to fay, that at ſuch a time, under ſuch means, by 
ſucha word, in ſuch a way, the Lord was pleaſed firſt to 
'work upon them ; they can circumſtantiate their conver- 
- fien in all the occurrences of it: Pax! could tell the errand 


he went upon (which was bad enough)the company with 
whom, 
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whom , the time of the day, the manner how., and the * 


plat of ground (as it were) npon which he fell, when the 
Lord fell ir with him by converting grace, as he diſcour- 
ſcth at large, A&.22.6,78- compared with Chap.26.12, 13, 
&c. Now then, to ſuch 11 a more peculiar manner Re | 
ſpeak, as thou doſt obſerve and diſcourſe overthe patſages 
of Gods providence toward thee , in helping thee out of 
creat ſtraights, and telleſt thy friends whar they were 
and how nigh unto death thou waft, and how the Lord 
came in at ſnchatime, in ſuch a manner, and by ſuch 
m-ans ; and brought thee off with ſafety : (o be much in 
obſerving and ſhewing forth , what God hath done for 
thy ſoul ; what providential paſſages were atltecedent to 
chy converſion ;. what awakening; teaching,” and leading 
providences were in order to thy convertion ;- whether 
God did not firft awaken thee by ſuch an afflition ; give 
a check to thy ſpirit in the high careers of fin, by ſuch 
an humbling providence; or made way for the entertain- 
ment of Chritt and Goſpel, by diſappointing thee in ſuch 
a worldly defign ; or won upon thee by ſome notable de- 
liverance,as was the Jailors caſe, A.16.28.or how the Lord 
was pleaſed to bring thee into fuch a family, or into ac- 
quaintance with ſuch godly Chriſtians, or nnder ſuch a 
powerful and ſonl-fearching Minittery; theſe all chrough 
orace, have had a ſub-ſerviency to the great end of God, 
in bringing finners home unto hym. Then again, conli- 
der thoſe ways of Got, which were concomitant; andas 
means, were inſtrumental to thy converfion ; in what 
. method the Lord was pleaſed firſt to work upon thee; 
what meaſure of the ſpirit of bondage to fear, thou wait 
under ; what fin thou waſt firſt convinced of; how long 
thou waſt under conviftion , before converſion. was 
brought forth in the frutts and evidences of it ; what luſt 
the ſpirit firſt ſtruck down in thy fleſh; what repentance 
and godly ſorrow for fin was wrought in thee ;- what at= 
tempts the divel made upon thee; how forceable they 
were, and with what fucceſs ; and how long thou didſt 
Iy under the ſence of fin and wrath , before thou hadſt 
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any 
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any quieting apprehenfions of pardoning and accepting 
grace through the blooJ of Jeſus; let theſe and things 
of like nature be obſerved by thee, and reports thereof 
ſeaſonably made to others. Nay , Laſtly take notice of 
the after-viſits of the ſpirit of God and grace to thy ſoul; 
what {weet and ſuitable returns the Lord gave thee in to 
thy prayers: what ſeaſonable ſuccours thou recervedſt in 
an hour of temptation; what power from the ſpirit of 
holineſs came in, in thy conteſting with ſome Lady<=luſt ; 
what meaſure of conſolation was caſt in after thy days of 
mourning ; how far thou haſt been ſealed with the holy 
ſpirit of promiſe , and haſt raken earneſt of thine inhe- 
ritance, tince thou didſt believe : Oh be much and w.th 
much ſeriouſneſs m all theſe particulars 3; make a 
due colle&ion of all, and as thou carefully oblerveſt 
the great deliverances, which God hath wrought for 
thee, upon a temporal ſcore; ſo much more read over 
and ruminate upon that great redemption from wrath 
and condemnarion : and ſay with the Plalmiſt, when en- 
vited to it by a ſeaſonable opportunity, Pſal. 66.16. Come 
and hear all yea that fear the Lord and I will tell you , what 
God hath done for my ſoul , of which this treatiſe will give 
thea further account, with dire@ions for the managing 
of it , and the benefirs which redound from it. 

2. Quicken up your ſelves unto duty in ail your hard-beart= 
edneſſe and damps of ſoul; the beſt trees are ſubje& unto 


moſſe, which ſtunts them in their growth; and. that ſtines 


them in their fruitfulneſſe : ſo the beſt Saints are liable 
to deadneſle of heart,and damps of zeal, the love of the 
world, like moſfle over-grows them ; orelſe there is fome 
worm of pride,fecurity,ſfelf-contidence, &c. at the root, 
which drinks up the ſap of life, and blaſteth che fruits of 
of faithand holineſſe::0 bow bave I ſeen” ſome fruitfull 
Chriſtian; grow as the lily , caft forth their roots as Lebanon, 
ſpread their branches and beauty as the Olive-tree, and their 
ent as Lebanon, Hof. 14. ver.5,6. which afterwards have 
been dwarfed in cheir growth, dwindied' in their fruit, 
and decayed in their ſent ? How was it with the Churchs: 
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Can.2, ver, 3, 4. 5. Like the apple tree among the trees of 
the forreſt, ſo is my well beloved among the ſons of men; 
Iſfate down under his ſhadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was ſweet unto my taſte: At what a rate, - in this 
verſe, and ſome following verſes,doth ſhe'ſpeak forth the 
praiſes, and. precioulſnefle of the Lord Jeſus, expreſſing 
her delighr, complacency and acquieſcence in him, an4d 
theardency and itrength of her holy atfe&ions towards 
him 4 again, chap. 3. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4+ How earneſtly and 
inſtantly did ſheſeck che Lord Jetus in his withelrawings 
from her? How haſtily did ſhe get out. of her bed, and 
trudge to Jeruſalem, where the Temple, Prieſts and ordi- 
nances wereto find her beloved Jeſus? and how did the 
lay hold upon him, and cling unto him, claſp him wich 
the embraces of faith and love, and would not part with 
him, untill ſhe had her defires fulfilled ? like Facohb, Gen. 
32. Ver. 26. nay Chap. 4. ver.16., How fervently doth ſhe 
pray for the graces and in-breathings of the ſpirit, and 
invite her belovedto come into his garden, and eat his 
pleaſant fruit, and yet what an unhandiome return, and 
how inevitable-to atl thoſe affeftionate pangs , did the 
Lord Jeſus receive from her ? Chap. 5. ver. 3. Chriſt gives 


heravilit, and callsto her, to open the door. aud enter- 


tain him; and ſhe from within replies, 1 have put off my 
coat, how ſhall T put it on 2 I havc waſhed my feet, how ſhall T 
defile them? what a pictifull anſwer is here ? and what 

oor reaf{ons are here produced? I have pur off my coat , 
fike that, Luke 11. ver.7, Tr uble me not, the door is now ſhut, 
an1 my children are with me in bed, I Ccann-t riſe : A great 
butinefle ſure to have riſen a little from his children and 
opened the door to relieve the want of a neighbour: the 
fleſh is wayward as well as weak. I cannot, ſayes he, how 
can 1? ſaith ſhe, well enough : ſhe was pafta child; and 
not yet grown ſo: decrepid with old age, but ſhe could 
make her ſelf xg@dp; at leaſt ſhe mighc have {lipr on her 
morning coatFand ſtept to the door wirhout any danger 
of taking cold, bur ſin and ſhifting came iuco the world 
together, as one obſerveth ; and the brats of our own be= 
Wa getting, 
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getting, are alwayes with us in the bed of carnall ſecurity. 
and fle{h-pleafing : yet let us a little plead the Churches, 
cauſe and advocate for herto take ofi the rigour of the 
charge : It may be ſhe was aſleep, and had then let fall che 
watch of the Lord ; no, ſhe ſayes, ver. 2. T ſleep,but my heart 
waketh , there was wakfulneſfle in the hidden man of the 
heart, though hereyes might be a little drowfie. Ic may 
be Chriſt made no noiſe without, nor gave any notice he 
was there; yes, he kn:cked ; it may be, he did but onely 
knock, andin the night we are not willing to open the 
door, unlefſe we hear the voice of him chat knockech; I 
but Chriſt both knocked and called: It may be {he did not ' 
know his voice, and therefore did not open; a chaſte, 
wife will not at unſeaſonable hours, ariſe and open her 
doors unto a ſtranger in her husbands abſcnce : 1, but 
ſhe knew his voice, verſ. 2. It s the voice of my well beloved 
that knocketh : It may be Chriſt onely knocked and called, 
like a friend in his journey , onely to enquire how it fa- 
red with her, or toſpeak unto her at the window; nay,he 
ſpake his plain meaning, He bed her open unto him, which 
implies his defireto have entered her houſe : It may be 
Chriſt had given her ſome diftaſt , had let fall ſome un- 
kind words, which made her a little pettiſh (a common 
fault among women )) or elſe the match was broke off; 
no, Chritt owns her as his Beloved, and courts her with 
the moſt winning and amicable tearms of love, My Sifter,, 
my Love, my Dove, my undefiled-: I bur it may be Chriſt 
was too quick for her , gave but @-knock and a call ,, 
and was gone, before ſhe could riſe and open. the 
door ; No, Ckrift tayed till his head was filled witb dew, and 
his locks wiih the drops of the night : Chriſt ſtands bare head= 
ed, and thatin foul weather, yea, in the night time,woo- 
ing, intreating, and beſeeching admittance ,. yet could 
obtain none, . but muſt. go ſeek lodging in ſome other 


Dr. Richard. Place, as one ſays : All theſe circumſtances being put in- 
ſen in loc, - tO the ballance, do ſadly ſpeak out both the fault and 


folly of the Church , and give full reſtimony to thoſe 
diftewpers, which ſeize upon the beſt Saints 3 But-bow 
| did 
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did the Lord Jeſus, the beſt and great Phyſitian , bring 
off the Church from this diſtemper ? Why verſ. 4. He put 
in his ha#d by the bole of the door , the key hole : Why his 


hand? the reaſon of the phraſe may be this; we know 


the hands the chief inſtrument of a&ion, with that we 
- work, we write, we fight, &c. So the ſpirit is as the hand 
- of Chriſt, by him he convinceth, quickeneth, teacherh, 
comforteth, illighteneth, and ſtrengtheneth his people, 
as Aq.11.20,21. thoſe that were ſcattered---ſpake unto 
_ the Grecians,and preached the Lord Jeſus , And the hand 
of the Lord was withrhem, ſo that a great number believed , 
and turned unto the Lord ; ſo powerful and preſent was the 
ſpirit of the Lord, in ſucceeding their Goſpel-Miniſtery, 
that faith was wrought in many of the Gentile-Grect- 
ans---here the hand of the Lord implyed the bleſſing 
power and-concurrence of the ſpirit of Chriſt ; ſo Chriſt 
pur in his hand by the-key-hole , that is ſenc in his ſpirit 
to awaken, reprove, and convince the ſpouſe of her great 
unkindneſs toward him : by the way take this note, That 
the ſpirit can finde z paſſage into the heart, though the diors be 
barred and bolted never ſo faſt: The key of David will open 
any lock : Satan with all his skili and artifice cannot frame 
a lock of ſuch croſs and curious wards and work , that 
this key cannot open : the ſpirit a&s with irrefiſtibility 
in the ſaving communications of grace to the ſtouteſt fin-= 
ner: Lord, what wilt thou have me to do, was Sauls que- 
ftion ; the lock was ſoon opened , the ſpirit had quickly 
got into his heart : So here, the ſpirit was quickly within 
doors, and what then? her bowels were moved for 
Chriſt, ſhe had no reſt in her ſpirit ; her bowels yearned 
after him; There was a ſtrange tumult raiſed within ber,the 
word carries that fignification , her heart aked and qua» 
ked, being by the ſpirit convinced of herunkindandin- 
conjugal carriage toward her dear Lord: This brought 
her off from her bed ; now ſhe could put on her coat, 
and feared not the fouling of her feet; theſtarcs and ſtirs, 
and haftens to open the door, and as ſoon as ſhe hadra- 
ken the key in her hand, Her hands dropt with myrrhe, _ 
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Wr. Ter. Bur- 
roughs 1n 


now fince its departure from Chriſt , is an effetiual means to 


her fingers with ſwect ſmelling mirrhe , that is, ſhe had new 
tokens of Chriſfts good-will , refreſh:ng conſolations from 
a comforting ſpirit, which being added to her former 
experiences of love, had ſuch a force upon herheart, 
that ſhe breaks off all delay, runs to the door and opens, 
and not finding her beloved there, ſhe fails; poor heart ! 
ſhe ſinks down and ſwouns ; the ſence of Chrilts dear af- 
fe&ion to her, and her difloyal carriage tohim , did fo 
ſeize upon her, that the finks under it : And being come 
toher ſelf, ſhe ſeeks and enquires after him, ſuffers for 
him, breaths our her ſoul in ſtrongeſt affe&ion towards 
him, breaks forth into higheſt Eulogies and commendati- 
ons of him, and throught he whole Song you never finde 
her under any of this heart-deadneſs any more , but full 
of loveand full of life : Thus it was with the Church of 
I[frael, Hoſ. 2. The Lord brings her in verſ. 5. ſpeaking 
forth ſuch reſolutions as theſe, T will go after my lovers 
that give me my bread and my water , my wooll and my flax , 
mine oyle and my drink,, as if the had ſaid, Iam reſolved to 


ſtick cloſe comine Idols, who have recompenced my ſer- 
- vice with ſuch plenty and abundance ; The alluſion is to 


a man and his wife, betwixt whom (before there is a fin- 
al divorce and departure) there is uſually ſome decay of 
conjugal afte&ion, ſome negle& of conjugal duties, ſome 
eminent failing in conjugal offices , and thereupon fol- 


| lows a ſtrangeneſs, and at lengtha parting aſunder : So 
_ heart-deadneſs, damps of zeal, flatneſs of ſpirit, freezings 


of aft-&ion, negle@ of communion in the Goſpel-duties 
and appointments, formality in profeſſion, earthly-min- 
dedne(sand ſome kind of liberty and boldnefs to fin are 
utually precedaneous toan Apoſtacy and departure from 
God, Thus it was with Ephraim : Buc how doth ſhe re- 
cover her ſelf? Why verſe7. ſhe argues her ſpirit intoa 
recurning frame, I will go and return unto my firſt husband , 
for then was it better with me then now; Hence it is the note 
of a late godly Divine, That the fight and ſence of this, how 
much better it was when the beart did cleave to Chriſt, then it is 


cauſe 


.cauſe the heart to return unto bim : He brings ina repenting 
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backſlider under theſe reafonings of heart : Heretofore 
] was able,- through Gods mercy, to look upon the face 
of God with joy; when my heart did cleave to him, 
when I Qid walk cloſe with him, then the glory of Gol 
did ſhine upon me, and cauſed my heart to ſpring with=- 
in me, every time I thought of him ; Bur now, now, 
God knows ( though the world takes little notice of it ) 
the very thoughts of God are a terrour unto me, the 
moſt terrible obje&t in all the world, 1s to behold the 
face of God: Obit was better with me, then it is now. 

Before this my Apoſtacy, I had free acceſs tinco the 
throne of grace, I could come. wich humble and holy 
boldneſs unto God, and pour out my foul before him : 
ſuch a chamber, ſuch a cloſec can witneſs it 3 but now I 
have no heart to pray, ye I muſt be haled to it : merely 
conſcience pulleth me to ir : yea, every time I go by thac 
very cloſet, where ] was wout to have that acceſs to the 
throne of Grace, it ftrikeza terrour to my heart; I can 
never , come into Gods prefence, bur it 1s out of 
{laviſh fear 3 O09 it. was better with me then , then it i 
Bow... | | 

Before, Oh the (weet communion my ſoul enjoyed 
with Jeſus Chriſt ! one dayes communion with him, how 
much better was it, then the enjoyment of all the 
world ! but now Jeſus Chriſt is a ſtranger fo me, and 
Ia ftranger unto him.: Before, Oh thoſe ſweet enlarge- 
ments that my ſoul had in the Ordinances of God ! 
when I came to the word, my ſoul was refreſhed, was 
warmed, my heart was enlightened : when Icame tothe 
Sacrament, oh the ſweetneſs that was there ! and to 
prayer with. the people of Goll, it. was eyen an heaven 
upon earth unto me, but it 1s otherwiſe now, the Ord:- 
nances:of-God are dead and emprie things to me: Ob zt 
was better with me then, then it is now, ==== Ns 
.. Before, Oh the gracious viſitations of Gods ſpirit,that I 
was wont to have!lyea,when Iawaken'd inthe night ſeaſon, 
oh the glimpſes of Gods face that were upon my ſoul!whag 
ES no Toe J $94 - quickening 
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quickening and enliveningsand refrefhings did I findin 
chem ! 1 wonld give a world but for one nizhts comfore,l 
fomecrrm:s have had by the viſications of Gods fpiric, but 
now they are gone. 0% it wa s letter with me then, toen it is 
HOW, === 

B-iore, Oh what peace of Conſcience I had within ! 
whacioever che world ſaid; though they railed and 
accuird, yet my conſcience ſpake peace to me, and was 
as a thouſand witnefles for me : bur now I have a gra» 
ting conſcience within me; Oh the black boſome that 
is 11 me ! it flyech in my face every day; afterI come - 
from ſuch and ſich company : I cold comme before from 
the ſociety of Saints, and my conſcience fmiled upon 
me: now I go to wicked company, and when I come 
home, and in the night, Oh the gnawings of that wort ! 
It wa better with me th:n, then it #4 now. 

Before, The graces of Gods ſpirit, how were they 
ſparkling in me,a&iveand lively ! I could exercife faith, 
humility, patience, and the like; now I amas one bereft 
of all, unfic for any thing; even as a dead log : before, 
God made uſe of me, and employed the in honorable 
ſervices; now TI am unfit for any ſervice at all --- Ob 
Py better with me then, then it is now. == 

Before, I could take hold upon Promiſes, I could claim 
thenr as mine own, I could look np to all thoſe blefſed 
fweer Promiſes that God had made in his word, and look 
upon them as mine imheritance : But now alas ! the 
Promiſes of God are little to me: before I could look on 
the face of all troubles, and upon the face of death, F 
could look upon them with joy 3 But now, the thoughts 
of affliction, and of death, God knowes how terrible 
they are to mee ! Oh it was better with me then, then it 
Of FL0WP, ==m 

Before, in all creatures I could enjoy God, I tafted 
the ſweetneſs and love of God, even in my meat and 
drink : I conld fit with my wife and (children, and ſee 
God in them, and look upon the mercies of God throngh 
them, as « fruit of the Covenant of Grace ; ay 

| weet 
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ſweet was it with me then ! But now the creature is as an 


empty thing unto me,whether it come in love,or hatred, 


I do not know : It was better with me before , then 
BOW, === | 
Before, I was under the protefion of God, wherever 
I went, bur now I do not: know whar dangers and mis 
ſeries I am ſubje& to dayly, what may befall me before 
night God onely knowes: Betore, the Saincs rejoyced 
in my company and communion, now every one is thic 
of me : Before, I was going on in the wayes of life; 
now theſe wayes I am going in, God knows, and my 
conſcience tells me, are the wayes of death: Ob it was 
better with me then, then it i now. --= | 
I have been large in cranſcribing theſe excellent and 
precious paſſages, becauſe the times we are caſt upon, do 
much abound with backſliders, and who knows, whe- 
ther God may not, in a way of recovering mercy, bring 
this Treatiſe, and this particular pafſage under the 
ſerious view of ſome Apoſtate, and bleſs ic with a heals 
ing virtue to his foul, who happily never read it, nor 
ſhould have opportunity of reading it, in the large Vo- 
lume of Reverend Mr. Burroughs: And who knows what 
Sracious effett this may have upon ſome unſtable ſpirits, 
ro ietcle and tix them ſure upon God, that the evil hearc 
of unbelicf may never cauſe their departure from God? 
However, there is a ſuteableneſs in it to che head we 
are improving; And ſure, the people of God will tinde 
a {crious refle&ion upon the goodneſs, and good Provi- 
dences of God, as an excellent means, ro heal hearts 
diſtempers, and damps of ſpirit ; as alſo, to quicken ups 
and enflame cheir zeal and affeftions more unto God, 
that they will ſay, with that holy man, Pſa!.73. ver. 28. 
Tt is good for ws to draw nigh to God, they will fand, that 
it 45 beſt with chem, when they are neareſt to God; and 
therefore will bring back their hearts upon any receſs 
from God, by a lively ſenſe of the goodneſ(s of che Lord 


unto them. | 


3+ Be much in the ſence and meditation.of grace received, 
T 2 keep 
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mor0. 
Gerion, 
Auguſt. 


keep up the conſideration thereof vigorous, and lively in 
your hearts, pray much, preach much, hear much, and 
aCt mnch m the ſence of what you were, compared with 
wiiat, through diſcriminating and renewing grace, ye 
now are: How that, except tbe Lord had been your help, 
y91r ſoules had, not almoit, but altogether and for ever dwelt 
7n filence ; On *eis of excellent uſe, they that have tried, 
have found the uſefulneſs of it : Fhe Apoltle Parl, you 
know, was much in this, as many paſſages in his Epiitles 
do fully ſpeakto; I ſhall onely mitance in that, 1 Tim. 
I. verf.12,13,14,15,16. I thank Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
bats enabled me, for that he c unted me worthy, putting me 
into the Minijtery 5 There's a great Emphajis in' me, chat 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould do this for me; why ? Who was Paz, 
or what was he, that it thould be owned by him, as ſuch 
a {ingular a& of Grace,to be pur inro the Miniſtery ? The 
next Verſe tells yon, yea he himſelf tells you, who was 
a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, and Injurious : bad 
i 3: and theſe words carry weight enough with 
chem: but I obtained mercy : bur ' how did he purchaſe 
mercy ? Oh the grace of our Lord was exeecding abundant 
with faith and love, wich is in Chriſt Feſw; not onely 
Grace but exceeding grace, not onely exceeding, but 
exceeding abundant grace, 3 it 1s a pleonaſme, yea a ſu- 
perpl-onaſme, and all little enough, I had need of all, T 
was a Blaſphemer, and ſo jinned againit the firſt Table 3 
I was @ perſecuter, and fo ſinned againit che ſecond Table; 
and I was Injuriew, and fo came near the (inne againſt 
the Holy Ghoft; and all theſe together, do ſadly ſpeak 
me, at leaſt in my own lence, the chief of finners ; primas, 
quo nullus prior, === a file-leader, one that marched in the 
Van and Front of the battel; imo, quo nullus pejor, worſe 
then the worſt: He ſtrikes ſail, takes down all his Flags, 
which he diſplayed, Phzl.3. ver.4,5,6. ſit's down in the 
duſt, and view's himſelf in his loweſt abaſement 3 that 
ſo, he might the more admire the riches of free grace, 
and might bring his heart more under command for 
God, the' vouchſatements of whoſe goodwill had been 
Ek, {o 
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ſo free, and ſo full unto him; neither doth he monopo- | 
lize this, and drive on a cloſe trade betwixt God and 
his own ſoul, as though he would engrofs all to himſelf, 
and cared not how empty other mens coffers were, ſo 
that his own were full; ikethe Merchants of this world ; 
but he commends, and by an. Apoſtolick power, com- 
mand's this courte unto others, as, Eph.2. ver. 11,12,13, 
14. When he had carried ta& Ephejian Saints, up into 
the Paradiſe of God, and diſplayed the myſteries and 
priviledges of grace, even to the raviſhment of cheir 
fouls in the firſt Chapter, and in the ten firſt Verſes of 
this, then he comes on with a Memento, Rememb:r that 
ye being in times pat Gentiles in the fleſh--- that at that 
time, ye were withovt Chriſt, being Aſiens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
having no hope, and without God in the w:rl4 ; Ye were in 
as bad a condition as men could be in: ye dwelt as nigh 
the borders of 4baddon,as people could dwell : no people 
were in worſe trading for heaven, then ye were in : ye 
had nothing thar brought you within the outward Court 
of the Temple, or gave you the leaſt advance toward 
happineſs; ye were like dogs, w:thout, Apoc.22. verſ. 15. 
and how could it be otherwiſe, ſeeing your wants and 
withouts were ſo many ? | 

i. Wichout the Mark of an Ifraclite in your fleſh, as 
being zxcircumciſed. 

2. Without the Camp and Common-wealth of Iſrae], 
as being neither Hebrews nor Proſelites. 

3. Withont the Covenants, having no covenant right 
to any ſpirituall good thing ; no, nor earthly neither; 
as being neither of the Fleſh, nor of the Faith of Abraham, 
with whom God entred Covenant, | 

4- Without any hope from the Promiſe : 73; inarſunua; 
tame ph Txor185, not having the hope of the Promiſe, --= 
or not having hope of peace and reconcilement with 
God, as being ignorant of the promiſed ſeed, in the firſt, 
or any following Promiſe: [% | 

5. Nay withouc Chriſt, withoutany iaving locones in 

ME Chritt, 
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Chriſt, or knowledge of Chriſt, untill the Goſpel came 

_ among you; for what could your great Geddeſs Diana 
make known unto you, of God manifeſted in the fleſh 7 
yea, ; 

6. and Laſtly, Remember ye were without God in 
the world, ye were 4240, ye lived like, and were Atheiſts 
inthe world ; as tis ſaid of the poor braſileans at this day, 
that they are fn- fide, fine Rege, fin? lege; withouc come 
mou Faith or honeky, without a King, withoura Law, 
either to puniſh or prorethem : So was it wich hrarben 


Epheſm, and thus alto wich our Pagan Predec:ſſyrs : === * 


- Lec me then be thy faicktull Remembrancer, O England, 
co put thee 11 minde, whar ors primitive and hirft eſtate 
was; Sce thy face in this Epheſien glaſs : what Epheſus 
was, England was in each of thele particulars : bur now 
how hath the Lord exalted thy horn, and brought thy perple 
wear unto himſelf! Pſal.145. ver.14. nay, may I not apply 
that of Iſracilto thee? Dent.gq. ver.7. What Nation is there 
ſo great, that hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord ur 
God is tn all things, that we call upon him for ? Oh that 
E-gland would remember, how it was, and how it is 1 
how it was in Pagan, in Popiſh, and Prelatical times ! and 
how it is now, as to Liberty, as to Purity, as to Prote- 
Qion, and as ro Countenance 1n all rhe good wayes of 
God ? Sure there would: be better bloud, better fpirits, 
better diſpofitions, and better carriages, in (thoſe that 
are true and genuine Exgliſh, towards God, his wayes 
and people, then now there are, if former times were 
ofrener thought upon; and © that all tbe Saints would 
much and often refle& upon what they were, compared 
with what they -are m a ſpiritual and Goſpel account, 
that you would remember ofren what yau were,and how 
mgh unrothe: pit and place of filence, when recovering 
grace firſt rook hold upon you. 421] ; 
' Contider, that mifery in which we were all in- 
volved through the firſt Tranſgrefſion, under which we 
might truly {peak che words of-my Text, Uwleſs the Lord 
bag been onr{ help, - our ſoutes bad { everlatimgly ) __ in 
| | ence 3 
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filence; And thar {I may the more. provoke mine own 


heart and others, to a due, and to a thankfull acknow- 


ledgment, of that rich and ſingular grace; I ſhall en- 
force it with theſe three Conſ(iderations. | 

1 Confider, The danger we were all expoſed unto, by the 
breach of : the firit Covenant, | 


2. Confider, What ſad diſtra&ions the ſence of this danger 


brought forth in our ſoules, at our fir# aw:tkening. | 
3. Conſider, How unexſpefied, and how welcome, grate 
and mercy were then unto w, under all our ſad fears, and 
borromvs. By 
Confideration x. For the Firſt : Work, bome upon your 
hearts, « right ſence of the danger we all were expoſed unto, 
by the breach of the firſt Covenant ; which T ſhall exemplific 
in theſe words, Thut man by nature # borne within au hairs 
$readth of Hell ; upon the very brink of the pit; fo that, 
—_— Divine Grace had contributed faving help'unto 
him by Jeſas Chriſt, be would have tumbled from the 
womb into hell : Nothing but grace, free grace, mere 
grace, and rich Grace hath preſerved man from fliding 
into the bottomleſs pit : From nature to grate, and from 
grace unto glory, is loſt man's journey bome again; Th: 
Journey is lonz, and man's leggs are weah,, and not able to 
Foit; «nd therefore God doth bear him from the one to the 
other, and trensferre him all along : Obſerve the road, Tox 


Note. 


Mr. Lobier 
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will finde none going thet way, but in Chrifts armes! It is 13. p.y8. 


with man in an eftate of nature, as with an Infant in 


ſwathing bands, laid upon the ſharp ridge of an high - 


building, or upon the edge of a ſteep precipice, who 
without ſome ſand to fty it, would ſoon rout down, 
and daſh ic ſelf in peices: The Holy Ghoſt takes this 
reſemblance of an Infant, Ezrk, 16. to ſer forth the 
helpleſrreſs'oef man in his lapfed eftatez That he was 'Taft 
forth in the day be was born, no eye pitying of him, that 
when he lay is bis bloud, &c. the love of che Lord was ma- 
nifeſted, who out of pure love, and mere good will, preed 
the chire of bis garment over bim, and ſaid unto him, Live: 
-The Apoltic Paul doth excellently comment upon _ 

| Ext 
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Text, in Kom. Chap.s. Ver.6. where he ſayes , when we 
_ were yet without. ſtrength, Chriſt died for ws + How htly doth 


this comporc with a new born Infant, who hath-neither 
ftrength ro work, nor power to ſecure its own life from 
eminent and approaching danger ? The word {ignifying 
weak or ſtrengthleſs; and wherefore did-Chrift die far 
ftrengrhle(ſs finners ? what moved; the Lord Jeſus to re- 
ceive that dreadfull charge of wrath from God and man.? 
The juſt to ſuffer for the unjuſt ? why, when they lay in their 
bloud, their time was a time of love froni the Eternal Father, 
Verl.8. God commendeth by love unto w, in that whieſt we 
were ſinners Chriſt died for w; Jeſus Chriſt came upon the 


_ Errand of his Fathers loye : that. cup which his Father 
"put into his hand; to drink, was brimmed up. with his 


fove to finners 3 Oh ! Ama amorem. illiws, Love that love 
of his, and never leave meditating thereon, doxec totus 
fixus in corde, qui totus fixus in cruce, Until whole Chriſt 
be fixed in .your hearts, who was faſtened on the Croſs: 
Bur if you ask(as ſome proud Juſticiaries have done)W hat - 


needed all this affe&ion inthe. Father, : and all.;this affli- 


*Ction; on the,Son? 


I anſwer, The neceflity of ſinfull man required all 
this to keep him out of Hell. | 


I.\ Reaſon. Becauſe man in his naturall capacity, is under 
the firſt Covenant, as he hath his ſtanding in the firſt Adam; 


: Now Ro713,.veri20-. The Apoſtle ſpeaketh. plainly, that 
' *ly the deeds of the Law, there ſhall no fleſh, he juſtified in the 


fight of God, not they who were Jews by nature, naimore 
thenthey who are finners of the Gentiles, Gal.2. ver. 15, 
116, ang Gal.3: verf. 10, He concludes poſitively, as many 
'as. are of the works: of: the; Law —_— 'the-Curſe, cons» 
frming cis , Thefis. with,a, double;Reaſon, oo «++ 
. , 1-Becauſe Every one that gontinneth uot in allthings writtei 
31 the book, of the law to.do they,is curſed;for which Aſſertion 
he quoteth Devt.27.26. Here's an Obligation.of [ndividua ls 
to Individualls ; every: perſons obliged toevery precept, 
yea,tocontinue in the doing of them,the word tignifying, 
Fo jtens firme, likg a fourſquares ftoxe in a bu1lding, withguc 
——.*, - Jetting - 
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jetting or jogging a hairs breadth out of its place, and 
that under penalcy of che Curſe. | 

His 2. Reaſon is this : Becauſe, The juſt ſhall live by his 
faith, Hab.2. verſ.4. The ſpring of ſpiritual and eternal 
life 1s in Jeſus Chrift, Fohn 14. verſ.19. Becauſe T live, ye 
(hall live alſo : The life of grace is derivative from Jeſus 
Chriſt; and Faich ferchech both che Comforts of ſpiri- 
tual, and Afﬀſurances of Eternal life from the ſame 
. fountain; and now, that all men, in their natural 
eltate, ſtand in the firſt Adam, and in the firſt Covenant, 
and foare liable unto condemnation, is clear in many 
nr ARR Rom. 5. from Verſ. 12. io the end takes in 

oth. 

I I. Reaſon. Becauſe man in a ſtate of nature, is under 
ſuch an impotency and weakneſs, wvich revdereth a perfett 
obedience unto the Law of works, impoſſitle unto him ; He 
was ſo wounded and weakened by his fall, his bones were 
ſo thactered and broken, and our of joynt, that there 
remains no ſtrength at all in him3 as, ſuppoſe a man 
ſhould fall from an high icaffold upon che Gaed ſtones, 
and ſuppoſe his life ſhould by a providential miracle be 
preſerved, yer his leggs and armes, and back-bones, and 
all, ſhould be broken and disjo:nred, a rotal diſlocation 
of all bones : Alas, whac ftreng: h would chere be in this 
man for labour? what ſcrvice would he be able to per- 
ferm ? he would not be able to ſtirre hand or foot, to' 
do any work ; thus was it with man in his fall, upon a 
ſpiritual account, it was an exceeding high tower that 
he fell from, he was ſeated in an eſtate, bur « little lower 
then the Ange's, placed in Paradiſe, createdin a ſtate of 
holineſs, and innocency,bcaring the image of his maker, 
drawn ouc in lively chara&ers upon. his ſoul; all which 
fpeak his primitive and firkt eſtate,to have been a glorious 
and raife.i conaition, the falling from which mutt needs 
enervate his (oul, yea break all his bones 1n peices : 
Hence the Apoſtle ſpeaking of man in Jus lapied eftate, 
Kom.5, Veoſ.6. athrmes him co be without jirength, and of 
himfelf ſpeaks, Chap. 7. ver. 18, 1 nes that in me, that. 
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is in my fleſh, as Tam a ſon of the firſt Adam, and as niy 
nature ſtands in him under the fall, there dwelleth ns good 
thing, nor habitual inclinations ts that which is really 
and favingly gooa, that he intends this, will be evident, 
if we coniider what he ſpeaks, 2 Cor.z, ver.5. Not that 
we are ſufficient of our ſelves to think,any thing,as of our ſelves, 
but our ſufficiency is of God, who worketh in beth to will 
and to do of his own good pleaſure, Phil. 2. ver. 13, and 
wherefore doth God work both ro will and to do , bur 
becauſe we are able neither co will nor to do in our own 
firength ? for alas! the Law could not do, could not 
anſwer the demands of God, and why? 7# that it was 
weak through the fleſh, Rom. 8. 2, 3. or in that, man 
weakened by the fall was not able to bring forth perfe&t 
righteouſneſs ky his obedience to the Law; now then, 
if the root and power of thinking, willing, and doing 


any thing that is good, be not in our nature, but ſuper- 


naturally wrought in us by grace; how much leſs are we 
able, of our ſelves by any connate principles or abilities, 
to yicld perfe& obedience to the Law, without which 
there can be no ſalvation in the way ofthe iirſt Covenant. 
I. Reaſon. Becauſe, as man ſtands in the firſt Adam, 
and in the firſt Covenant, be 3s bor a Childe of wrath, 
under the indignation of a jujt and righteous Ged, Thus the 
Apoſtle, Eph.2.ver.3. And were by nature children of wrath, 
Deires, damnati priuſquam nati, condemned before con- 
ceived; now then, if we be born children of wrath, it 
muſt be by nature, or by grace; not by grace, therefore 
by nature : and if by natnre, then either by nature cor- 
rupted in the firſt Adam, or by nature renewed in 
the ſecond Adam, not by nature renovated and -re- 
Ro inthe ſecond Adam, and therefore it followes,that 
y nature corrupted 1n the firſt Adam; we are the chil- 
dren of wrath ; for the firft man (by his fall ) corrupted 
the whole nature, and now nature thus corrupted pol- 
Iuteth every man 3; as a garment infectedby the plague, 
ſpreads a contagion through the whole body of a.found 


"man, who puts it on whileſt the infe@tion abides.3Wit's. 


Hence, © | 
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Hence Gen.5.v.3. Adam,an hundred and thirty years after 
his Fall,) ſuppoling he fell in the ſame day wherein he was 
created ( begac Seth, in his own likeneſs,afcer his image, 
in reſpe& both of corruption, and liablenefs to condem- 
nation : for if that phraſe Gen.1, verſ. 26, 27. God ſaid, 
Let us make man in o'r image, aft:r our likeneſs, 1s to be 
expounded by that of the Apofile, Eph. 4. verſe 24. Ther 
ye put on the new man, which atier God us created in vighte- 
orſneſs and holineſs of truth, as ſurely mn pare 1t ie, then 
Alan's beg-tving a ſon in his own likeneſs, afcer his 
image, mult ne: ds imply his communicating his corrupt 
nituie by generation unco hum, which 15 the old man, 
corrupt accor: ing to the deceitfull lufts, in the Apoiiles - 
language, and fo originall unne is not by 1miration 
onely, but by propaga: ion. 
- 2. This then thew's. the Saints how little beholding 
they are to old A4:im, for thoſe ſpiritual attainments 
they have arrived at ; thar thoſe gracious habits and dif- 
polic'ons of the foul, whereby they are carrica ouc m their 
dejires and atfe&ions, after thar which 15 good, wer,” not 
the Legacies and bequeathmencs of their firſt parents; 
much lets are thoſe principles and thar power whereby 
they are enabled toadtt and do, whac 1s wel'-pleating co 
God, an eſtace- of inheritance deſcende4 upon them 
from Grand-fire Adam , all the Sainrs may ſpeak che 
words of Kach-l and Leab, Is there yer any por'iar or inh'- 
ritance for us in our fathers h uſe ? for he vat ſold uw, and 
quite devorred our money, Gen.z 2. verſ. 14415. This 15s un- 
doubtedly true upon a ſpiritual and ſaving accorint, 
being applied by beli-vers to cheir ftaning in the tirft 
Adam ; as if a Merchant ſhould have a greac. flock given 
him by his father, and ſhould ar his firit ſerting up, 
drive on a very full crade, buc afrerwar-is, through his 
ox#n improvidence and carelcfnefs, ſhoulu be tiich a 
Bankrupt, that he had not one penny lefc, eitherrto h ip 
himſelf, orto leave his Son ; and yet his (on chrough the 
bounty of a noble friend is furniſhed with a crading ſtock, 
and: grows-wealchier chcen ever his facher was, trau's 
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npon-ſurer tearms then ever his father did; whom may * 


the ſon thank for all this ? his father or his friend ? 
Thus it was with Adam, and thus it 1s with believers, 
as you may eafily make out, if ye proſecnte the reſem- 
blance in your own thonghts ; they may truly ſay with 
Facob, Gen.z2, ver.10. with my ſtaff I paſſed over this: For- 
dan, and now IT am become two bands ; That Gold where» 
with they arg made rich, above the wealth of Craſw,yea 
of both the Indies, they have not out of old #1ams 


coffers : That white raiment, fine and clean, which covers 


the ſhame of their nakedneſs, and renders them more 


_ glorious then Solomon in all bz glory, comes not out of old 


Adams wardrobe; and that eye-ſalve, the anointing 
wherewith gives light and fight far above the enlighten- 
ing of Fonathan, when he had taſted that honey-dew with 
the tip of his rod, is not taken out of old Adams gallipots; 
no, Apoc.3. verſ.18. Chriſt call's them to his mart, and 
S. Paul aſſerts, That by grace we are ſaved, not of works, 
ot of our ſelves, Epheſ.2. verſ. 8, 9. thE*teaſon is added, 
verſ. 10. --= Saints as Saints, Believers as Believers, are the 
workmanſhip of God, in a Creation way, by Feſus Chriſt ; 
O then , what cauſe of thankfulneſs have the Saints, 
fince all their enjoyments are the produAs of free-mercy, 


. end their whole way to glory.is paved with free-grace. 


This alſo fully evinceth this truth, That eternel life is 
the free gift of God by Feſus Chriſt, and ſhews the Saints, 


whom to own, as the fountain of life and light in them, 


and to them, towit, the God of all Grace, by whoſe, 


diſcriminating grace in Jeſus Chriſt, They are appointed 
not unto wrath,but to obtain ſalvation by Feſus Chriſt, x The. 
5-9. who of God is; made unto us, wiſdome, righteouſneſs, 
ſandification and Redemption,x Cor.1. verſ.30. Away then 
with that rotten opinion that ſome have, that are unac- 
quainted with Divine truth, the alſufficiency of Chriſt, 
and the mercies of God in Chriſt, that confider not the 
vileneſs of our nature, and the infinite majeſty of God. 
They will have the Gentiles ſaved by the light of nature, 


and the Jews ſayed by the Law of Moſes, - and Chriſtians 


by 
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by the Goſpel of Chrift, as if there were ſome other 
means to'come to heaven, and to the favour of God, 
then by Chriſt ; whereas now , all ' that we have, 
muſt be by Promiſes, and all the Promiſes we 
have are in Chriſt, they are all yea in him, withour 
him there 1s no intercourſe between the Majeſty of -God, 
and ns; Therefore As 4.verſ.12, There i #9 name under 
heaven whereby we Can be ſaved, biit by thename of Jeſus, 
which not onely confuates the deviliſh opinion 'and cone 
ceit that ſome have, bur alſo the charitable errour of o- 
thers,that think the Heathens that never heard of Chriſt 
ſhall be ſaved : I leave, them to their Judge: -we mult go 
to the Scriptures; all the promiſes are in Chriſt, in him 
they are yea, in him they are made; in him they are 
Amen, in him they are performed; out of him we have 
nothing, out of the Promiſes in him we have no- 
thing, ſayes Reverend DoRour S4bs, in 2 Cor. 1. v.20, 
Page 412. Nor can we who are Chriſtians fay, that if na- 
ture had not helped us, if free will had not ſtep'd into 
the reſcue of us, our ſouls had dwelt in filence, we. had 
periſhed to all Eternity ; but if God, who! is rich. in 
mercy, for his great love, wherewith he loved us, had 
not quickened us together with Chriſt, when we were 
dead we ſhould have continued dead; and had henot 
ſaved us by grace, when we were in our finnes, we had 
lain under the guilt of them for evermore 3 yea,as a con- 
futation of the pride of man , in crying up the power of 
nature, they muſt ſay, Of him and through bim, and to him 
are all things, to whom be glory for evermore,Rom.11.36.that 
grace preventing, ſubduing, renewing, effe&ual,&c. are 
all from God, who was pleaſed that all fulneſs ſhould 
dwell in Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, Thet of bis full- 
neſs we all might receive grace for grace, John 1.16. A 


latitude anſwerable to alF commands, a pecrfeftion an- Dr, 7r:fow, 


ſwerable to Chriſts own perfefion, in the matrer thongh 
_ not in #he meaſure, * for in' Chriſt there 1s plenitudo fontir, 
the fullneſs of a fountain, i the beſt of S«ints, but-plexitt;= 
a0 vaſis, the fullneſs of. a veſſel, -or grace upon grace, a 
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daily encreaſe of grace, gratiam nova gratia-cumnlatam=-- 
Ali from God through Jeius Chriſt, which excellently 


appears by ten Arguments in the words of an ancient fa- 


Mr. Rerbiery ther,by a godly and Judicious Divine, I ſhall onely name 
in his light-the hcads and refer you to the book, for the fuller en- 


leſs Star, p. 
62, 63 
65,& 


53 


C 


largement : The main {copeoof the Atithor 1s to aſſert the 


64> free and ſole agency of Gol, in the production and 


work of grace, againſt ſuch as would advance tree-will 
and the power of nature, as alſo chat che Lord is the 
Alpha and Omega of mans ſalvation : An this is made 
good from thele conliderations. 

Conſid. 1. From Gods pro:niſs to Atraham touching 
the faich of the Gentiles , che whole of which faith 1s 
from God , and godlincſs from faich purifying the 
hearc, | 
2. From differencing grace, God alone maketh one to 
differ from anocher. 

3. From Election, whar Iirael ſonghr,he obtained ndr, 
bur the election hath obtaineu-, and the relt were hard- 
ned, 

4. From the efficacy and peculiarity of grace depend-= 
ing upon eleCftion, as many as were ordain<d io ecernal 
life, believed. 

5. From che ſa]vation of infants,taken inio che boſom 
of Gods electing love, before they had wone either good 
or evil. 

6. From the perſon of che Mediator, who himſelf is 
likewiſe a clear B& of predeitination and grace, who 1s 
the chief corner-ſtonc, ele, precious, &c. 

7. From the corruprion of nature cxpreſs*'d in hard- 
neſs ot heart 3 che election hach ovtainea, chic reſt were 
blinded or hardened. 

8. From the increaſe of ſin by the law in the natnral 
mans un taking occauon by the commandment,works un 
him all manner of concupiicenſe. 

9. Fiom the ſubj=<&ion of the natural man to the de- 
vil, the ſpiric that now workech 1n the children of dito- 


beacience, - " 
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10. From the thankſg1vingand prayers of Saints, up- 
on the account of grace received, which conſiderations 
do fully aſſert the doftrine of free-grace, and lay obliga- 
tions upon the Saints to own and admire with thank- 
fillncfie the grace and good will of God in Jeſus 
Chrilt. 

3. I; man by nature born within a hairs breadth of 
hell? is the work of grace and the reward of grace in 
glory onely from free-grace and meer=-grace? Away then 
with that opinion which advanceth corrupt nature into 
the throne, and makes it (at leaſt copartner with the 
grace and Son of God in the great woik of ſalvation : 
what dothey but in a great meaſure proclaim,that Chritt 
dyedin vain? whatelfe do ſnch ſayings as theſe impore ? 
mMihi ſoli debo, T ow all to my ſelf 3 ego mz zpſum diſcerny , 
I make my ſelf todiffer from others ; and that they ean re. 
pent, that they can believe,it is from God ;, but that they do re= 
pent , that they do believe, is from the liberty of th:ir own 
free-will: yet alas! all che arguments and oratory , boaſt- 
ings and bravadoes of Arminizs will be but as the ſtaff of 
Eliſha tothe deadchild, or as the Jews tears ſhed over the 
grave of dead Lazaris, or as the exorciſmes of the ſons 
of Sceva, they will avail little, either co light or life, 
grace or growth , without the concurrance of the ſpiric 
and power of the Lord Jeſus : Chriſtians do finde by daily 
and {ad experience, that the power of godlineſ(s would be 
bur poorly advanced in them, if they had no other pow- 
ertoaG@ by, then that of nature ; and the work of holi- 
neſs would be carryed on but {lowly in them, if they had 
no betrer friend then free-will to promore it; chey would 
ſoon ſtick npon the ſhallows, if the gales and rides of the 
ſpirit did not wafc them off; their hearrs would ſoon be 
dead,ifthe ſpirit of the Lord did not quicken them their 
affe&.ons would ſoon be chilled, if the ſpirit ofthe Lord 
did not warin them;theirdejires wouldſoon be ftraightned, 
if the ſpiric of che Lord did not enlarge them ; if the ſpi- 
rit of the Lord did nothelp our infirmities , how liſtleſs 
ſhould we be unto prayer,and how-lifeleſs in prayer : ons 
Wilats 


——— — 


i ni "y 


The Saints Triangle of 


whatever proud men dovainly boaſt, let not us ſacrifice 
to 0ur own nets, #:r burn incenſe to our own drags; bur iay 
wich the Pſalm, wot unto us, not unto  O Lordi, but unto 
thy name give gl-ry, for thy mercy, and for thy truths ſake, 
Pial.115.1. and 1n all our duties and devojions, When 
we do molt for God, and a higheſt for his glory,-let us 


breath out thoſe humble acknowledgements of chat hol 


man, 1 Chro.29.14. Who am I, and what is my people? that 
we ſhould be ableto offer ſo willingly after thu ſort ? for all 
things Come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee, So 
verſe. 6. O Lord our God, all this jtore that we have prepared 
to build thee an houſe for thine holy Name, cometh of thine 
hand and i all thine own : This will be a means to keep our 
hearts in an humble and dependent frame upon God,and 
make us acknowledge wich the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 10. By 
the grace of God we are what we are; and this grace which 
we humbly confeſs, tobe beſtowed upon us,will not be in 
74in, but will make us /abour more abundantly for God, then 
they all that proudly aflert the power of nature, and yet 
in all our a&ings for God, we ſhall cait dow our crowns 
at the feet of the Lambe, and ſelf-denyingly (ay , Not 
we, but the grace of God which was with ws, not we, bur thy 
talents have gained other five, 

3- This makes a ſad report of the dangerons eſtate 
that all-men are, in, whilſt they are under the power of 
corrupt nature, they ly upon che brink of the pit, they 
walk within one wich of Hell, they hang by the twine 
thread of a frail and brittle life , over that deep and 
dark dungeon of the great abyſſe, ready each moment 
to dropin: Oh! did they but hear the doleful woes, 
which are denounced aga'nft chem ,/ ir would be a dread» 
ful ſound in thezr ears ; Oh; their hearcs are 'very hard 
and cheir beds very ſoft, whocan. quietly fleep our one 
nighr, under the apprehention of chat ſad eſtate ! yet 
ſach a lechargy, and ſpiric of deep fleep hach ſeized ups 
on moſt men , that they noc onely cakea lirtle nap, bur 
fetch many a ſound ſleepin that dead aud undone con» 
diction : Qh! & a blind man. ſhould wander wichouc :. 
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guide, until he came within one ſtep of a great lake of 
brimiſtone and fire, and then his eyes ſhould be ſuddenly 
open to ſee the danger he was near unto, what a work- 
would this have upon his fpirit ?- How full of rejoycing 
and amazcment would he be filled with, that he had eſ- 
| caped io great a danger? Or ſuppoſe a man thould be raken 
our of a ſhip, when tait allecp, and ſhould be laid upon 
the top of a rock inthe middeitof a deep and broad Sea, 
what tears would {urprize him ? what expectations of 
certain and inevitable death would he be poſi:fſed wich, 
when he awakesand feech neither ſhip nor land, nor man 
near im, bur is lefcalone in the wide and wild Ocean ? 
Nay farther, what would be the thonghts and afright=- 
L ments of that man', who ſhould be chained to a brazen 
| pillar, anda thouſand Cannons charged and mounted, 
F and ready to be fired upon him ? Sure, he would be a- 
fraid each momentto be dafhc in pieces : But alas ! che(e 
andall other refemblances , which the heart of man can 
pollibly finde our, fall far thort of thac deplorable eſtate 
natural men are in; they are lcft upon a rock, ready eve- 
ry munite to be engulph'c and ſwallowed up by the de- 
luge of Divine wrath : all the curſes and threatnings of 
the law, are each moment ready to be diſcharged upon 
them, nay, wiuleſt they are ſecurely jogging on in the 
ways of {in andvanity, the next ſtep they take may tum- 
ble them headlong into hell; and yec they areatleep and 
know not, blind andſee not the dangers they are drop- 
{> ping into; andſoare they ſhackled with the fecters of 
| their own corruptions, that they cannot ſtep aide to a- 
void the danger : Oh were their eyes opened (as once Ba- 
| laams were) and they awakened (as once Sampſon was)we 
mightwonder,that anynatural man kept his wits,that che 
whole world wholys in wickednels was not bapirzed wich 
Paſhurs new name Magor-Miſſabib,viz, fear on every itde, 
| Fer.20.3.even round about them and to ſee that dreadtul 
paſſage made good in everyNation and trown,ARev.6.15,16. 
Sw That the Kings of the earth,and the great men,and the rica men 
Or the chief captains,and the mighty men, and cvery bondman, 
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and every free-man, ſhould bide themſelves in the dens and 
rocks of the mountains, and ſhould ſay wnto tve mountains aud 
rocks fall on us and bide w from the face of hin that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and ſrom the wrat" of the Lamb, for the 
great day of, bis wrath iz come, and who way abide Þis Come 
ing ? Al firely ! the {enſe of their areadful miſery would 
ſuldenly bring them into Nabals condition, their hearts 
world di: wit'inthew, and they would be as tones : how 
ſhould the ſenſe of this provok-the Saints to own with 
thankfulneſſe recovering and renewing grace, and eſpeci- 
ally if we coniider,wvat ſad dijtracions the ſenſe of this dan= 
ger brought forth in us at our firjt awakenins : Many of. the 
Saints under their firft convictions have ſeen cheir miſery 
paſt all hope of remedy. *. 

They have had ſad viſions of wo. and wrath at their 
firſt enlightening; Many have been the terrours, and 
great hath been the conſternation of ſpirit, which many 
have lain under at their firit converſt9n. 

Such a ſenſe of im, wrath and judgement to. come 
hath ſeized upon them, that Felix-like they have trem- 
bled, nay, they have cried out with the Prophet, Iſu. 
6. ver, 5. Wo ime! ITamundone! I amin a loſt and 
perithing eſtate ? and indeed needs muſt it be thus 
with them , thoſe; efpecially, who have been brought 
out of a ſtate of great profaneneſſe, who have a&e:d high 
and long againſt the Lord, and there is great reaſon tor 
it, becauſe they are brought home by a through convitiion both 
of ſin aad wrath ; alas ! fools as they were, formerly they 
made a ſport of fin, it was but childrens play with them 
to ſwear, be drunk, profane Sabbaths, commic unclean- 
neſle, &c. they went as nimbly away with all the load 
of {in upon their conſciences, as Sampſon did with the 
gates of Gaza on his ſhoulders ; they wondred at the 
down exaGa-looks, and fſcoffed at the whining complaints 
of mourning finners; I, but now the caſe 1s altered when 
the ſpirit of bondage 1s upon them to fear ; now they 
find that guilt in fin, feel thoſe pangs of conſcience, and 
fear that indignation froma fin-revenging God , = 
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there is no reft in their bones; the arrows of the Al- 
mighty {tick faſt and deep in their ſouls, now they are 
pricked in'their hearts they feel {as thoſe Jews did A. 
2, VEr. 37: ) the nails wherewith they had crucified the 
Lord Jetus, ficking lhke ſo many. goads, yea {tings of 
Scorpions, faitin their hearts, and cry our, men and 
brethren, what ſhall weado ? or likethe Goaler, krimmed 
up with tetrour and aftoniſhment, they call out for help, 
Sers what mujt we do to be ſaved ? On! whar will become 
of us ? what willa righteous Goildo with us ? bow ſhall 
weeſcape wrath ty come? What 1hall we do ? what courſe 
ſhall wetake? Oh! we ſhall be in hell, in hell, before 
help from the Lord will come unto us ! It was well repli- 
ea by a reverend Divine, to one that was under trouble 
or {oul about his ſalvation. T tell thee it zs able to trouble the 
woe world---how many can ſpeak much to this, the ex- 
tremities that many awakened tinners have been brought 
unto, have been very {ad! they have been ftrack down 
with Pal, yea, laid for dead, brought into a deſpairing 
condition ; they have faid, and figh'd, yea ſob'dit out 
alſo, can ſuch a vrecch as I am hope for mercy ? didthe 
Lord Jeſus ſhed his precious bloud for ſuch a vile {inner 
as Iam? Is it poſſible that my abominations ſhould be 
pardoned ? thar there ſhould be any accepting grace for 
me ? for me who have been ſo great a inner; yea, the 
chief of ſinners, a file-leader in the black regiment of 
112 ? Oh much of this nature ( farre beyond what I felt 
or Can Expreſſe ) hath fillen from the lips, andlain upon 
the Spirits of ſome of the Saints, at thew firit awaken - 
ing, bring in their own apprehenſions irrecoverably un- 
done ; hath this been any of your caſes? as ſure ir hath 
been; On then! how ſhould your hearis be drawn our 
into thaitkfulneſſe cothe Bord, when ye call to remem- 
brance your fears, and tears, and terrours at your firit 
converlion; and then conlider b:w welcome, and 1nx- 
pefied, grace, mercy, Comfori, and the good news of a Savi- 
our were unto you in theſe bitter agonies;: O how welcome 
was Moſes, and his meſſage of freedome from the Lord 
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to the children of Iſrael, when they were weary of their 
lives by reaſon of their hard bondage ! how welcome is 
a calme aftera violent ſtorm to the affrighted Mariner ? 
how pleaſant isa bright morning aftera blacknight to 
the wearicd traveller ? and how doch the heart leap up 
tomcet a meſſage of mercy, when 'tis broken andeven 
ſ2ent wich miſery! when David ſaid, my foo; ſlips, then ic 
follows, thy mercy, © Lord, beld m2 vþ.; and who can eitt- 
mate the worth of fuccouring and fupporceing mercy, at 
ſuch a pinch? the mothers eye is upon her child, and 


'herhan lalloto ſtay it from falling, or to ſna:ch itup (o 


ſoon as down, the child hall noc cry long upon the 


gr0und in the mochers hearing, and yer a motier may for- 
get the ſon of her womb, but God will not furgcet his Children, 
Iſa. 49. ver.i15. So foon as ever Ifrac] had crie.l our, our 
bones are dried up, and our hops xs loſt, we are cut off for our 
parts, Ezek, 37.ver. 12. The Lord replies, Behold, O my 


people, I will open your graves, and cauſe you t- Come forth of 


yenr graves, and bring you into the land of Iſrael; When 
the pangs of new birth are ſtrong and violent, even ad 
deliquium anime, to the fainting of the foul, then doth 
the comforter come in with his cordial ſpirits, and ftay's 
up the tinking ſoul ; when the Jews laboured for life, be- 
ing ſtab'd tothe very heart, Peter preſently applies the 
promiſe,and brings forth the new birth in them, A4.2.38. 
when the Goaler was even ſinking into hell, Pauy/ claps to 
him and ſtay's him with this Goſpel-aflurance, believe 
ox the Lord Feſws aud thou ſhalt be ſaved, Afi. 16. ver. 31. 
And what follow's ? did the plaiſter ſtick? had the word 
any.ſaving work upon this waned wretch? yea, ver. 
34. he rejojced believing in God, with all bis houſe ; here's a 
{trange and ſudden change, a bleſſed turn of things ! he 
that juſt now was upon the borders of hell, is now 
brought within the ſuburbs of heaven, in the joyful 
apprehenſfions of pardoning and accepting grace through 
Tefas Chriſt: The out-goings of God in comforting his 
drooping Saints, and his returns unto them after. his 
withdrawings from them, are not lefle, or lefle refrehs 
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ing. How didthe Spirit of the Church fail wichin her, 
Cait.5. ver.6.when the could not find her dear Redeemer, 
in his wonted preſence of joy and comfort ? yet at the 
end of the chapter, ſhe find's and feePs Chriſt "in her 
ſoul, and in a full ſenſe of her intereſt in, and her union 
wich him, breaks out into theſe joyful acclamations, this 
is my beloved, O ye daughters of Ferrvſalem, and this is my 
friead , mcmorabiz 1s the Bory of Mr. Wiiiam Coop.r, a 
Scoich Divine, who was early brought into Chriſt, even 
when he was a School-boy, and approved himfelf before 
Goll and good men, to be a pious, prinful, and profit= 
able Paſtor of the Lords flock, his uſual courſe being to 
preach five times aweek; bur this could no: fecure him 
trom Sachans buffettings, being -exercifed with inward 
temptations and great variety of ſpiritual combats : a 
ſhore accounc whereof with the gracious returns of God 
in mercy to his ſoul, I ſhall give you in his own word-, 
reported by Mr. Clark in vita patrum: © Qace, ſayes he, 
«*n great extremity of horrour and anguifh of ſpiric, M- Clars 
& when I hadutcerly given over, and looking for no- 7 V'* 

<« thing bur confuſion ; ſuddenly there did ſhine, in the PARFOnGs 
c« very twinkling of an eye, the bright and ligheſome 

« countenance of God,proclaiming peace, and confirm- 

«© ing ic with invincible reaſons : Oh what a change was 

< herein a moment ? the lilly ſoul that was even now at 

<« the brink of the pit, was inſtantly raiſed to heaven, to 

< have fe}lowſhip with God in Jeſus Chriſt : : then was I 

«© touched with ſuch a lively ſenſe of a Divinity, and 

« power of a Godhead in mercy reconciled with man, 

< and with me in Chriſt, as I truſt my ſoul ſhall never 

| < forget : Glory, glory,glory, be to the joyful deliverer 

<« of my ſoul out of all hercroubles forever. How fully 

doth this preſident ſpeak to the confideration propoſed ! 

He that was under ſuch an eclipſe of light and comfort, 

chat his ſoul did almoſt dwell in flence, now found ſuch 

ſweet and ſeaſonable out=breakings of peace and jo 

from the preſence of the Lord, that were to him as lifs 


from the dead, and gave him a. blefled opportunity of 
| % | prailing -\ 
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The Saints T riangle of 
praiiing. God in che land of che living: How many ex- 
amples of the like nature may be gathered up ? and how 
many Sainces, now alive, can bear witnellz to theſe things 
in their own experience £ how have the wounded in ſpi- 
rit found rruch end healing in that paſtage ? Hy. 15. ver. 
1,2, 3. He hath torn, and be will beal us, be hath brcken,and 
he wil bind us up: after two dayes be will revive ts, ai14 inthe 
third dayhe will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his ſight, then 
ſhall we know,if we follow on to know the Lord, that his going 
forth in relieving and refreſhing mercy to his diſtreſſed ones, is 
prepared, nay decreed, as the morning. Firſt ſuddenly,ſe- 
cond certainly, third comfortably, paſt all poſſibility of 
diiappointment: Sathan and his agenrs miay as eaſily 
hinder the day fron dawning, and the Sun from rifing 
when the appointed minute for each is come, ( both 
whith are fixed by the unrepealable ordinance of the 
great Creatour, Fer.33. ver.20. Jas prevent the dawnings 
of comfort, or darken the irradiations of the Son of 
righreouſnelſe, when he is pleaſed ro ſhine into the fouls 
of his drooping ones: Nay farther , He /»all come unto 
us as the rain. as the lattcr and the former rain to the earth ; 
both were certain in the land of Canapn ( unlefle held 
back in .wrath ) the firſt ar ſeed-rime to fofcen the 
ground, and the latter a little before harvelt to plump 
and pumplethe corn in the earz m like fort, as renew- 
ing fo reviving grace is certain : as the former came un- 
tO us, toconvertus when we were linful, ſo the latter 
ſhall come to comfort us, when we ſhall be (orrowfull : 
O precious mercy ! read and cnlarge&#this in your own 


thoughts; and take theſe few hints as helps, which are 


more ini{ifted upon by, Mr. Burroughs, 

1. The Time of Gods delivering his people is the 
morning, he takes the jirſtand fittelt opportunity, after 
a ſad and dark nivhr, 

2. Tis Gods preſence that makes morning to the Saints, 
all naturall helps cannot doit. 

3- Gods metcies to his people are prepared and dee 
creed-mercies, 

: 4. The 
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4. The Saints in the night of affiiftion comfort them- 
ſ:Ives with this, thac the morning isa coming. 

5. The Church hath no afflitions upon her, but there 
comes a morning after them. 

6. A little before the Saints deliverance out of their 
greateſt diſturbances of mifery and croubie, the darkneſs 
of their night 1s the greateſt 3 therefore ve nor diſmayed, 
althouch not a ftarreappears in your nigat.of rrouble z 
for the morning is approacning : that durkneile is the 
Prodromus,ic uſhers iu the Phot phorus, the bright morn- 
ing itarre of joy and comforc : neither lec the fcofting 
Iſmaels of the world take advantage from the dronping: 
of Saints co reproach Religion; for Pfal. 07, ver. 11. 
ht i5 ſown ſcr the righteous, and pgladneſſe for the upright 
heart ; they have light an gladnefle i ſemme, at their 
firſt converſion, anc] ut their hiſt entrance into a diſtreſ- 
ſed eſtate: the husban..man ſets a harveſt value apon his 
land, when the feed is harrowed in, becauſe he truſts to 
the word of Gods Covenant with Noah : So may a be- 
liever who hath had a fced time of grace patle over his 
ſoul, comfort himſelf chat he fhall have his harveſt cime 
of joy alſo: *tis ſown, and covenant dews will ripen it 
in due time; and therefore you who think*ſo bately of 
the Goſpel, and the profeſſours of it, becauſe at preſent 
their peace and comfort 1s not come (at leaſt in any mea- 
ſure unto ſome, but rather ſorrow and mourning ) know 
it is on the way to them, and comes to ftay everlaſtingly 
with them : whereas your peace is going from you every 
moment, and is ſurero leave you without” any hope of 
ever recurning oo you again. Look not how the Chriſtian 
begins, but ends : The Spirit of God by his conviftions 
com-5 intothe ſoul with tome terrours, but it cloſech with 


peace and Joy 3 as we ſay of the moneth of March, it Mr. Garnall 


enters like a Lion, but goes out like a Lamb : Mark the 
. te & - - dj Ji Id [ p 1chrt. £ I 6; AI. 549% | fr ! ; 

perte& manzand behold the upright, tor. the end of that 
man 1s peace---O then ye ſervants of the Lord, be much 
anc ſerious m meditating upon recovering and reheving 
grace under thoſe three particulars mentioned, and you 
_ wall 


I 60 


— —_— 


The Saints Triangle of 


will find excellent advantages thereby 3 you will live at 


the beſt rate of a ſpiritual and happy life ; which [ ſhall 
evince in three confiderations., 

Confid, I. Youwill live beſt to God. 

2. Youwill hve belt to your ſelves. 

3. Youwill live beſtto others. _ 

1. You will live beſt to God and for God, if you often re- 
member how near to ſilence your ſouls have bcen upon a 
ſpiricuall account 3 if you often meditate in what dark 
and dangerous paths you once walked; what a#load of luſt 
and fin you lay under ; how thwart your principles ad 
pra&ices were to God and godlineſſe ; how you walked in 
time paſt accordingto the courſe of this world; the myn- 
daneity.and worldlineſſe of the world, as the Syriack rendes 
it, which is wholly tet upon wickedneflz, and lyes ſoa 
in {in 3 and according to the Priace of the power of the air, 
the fririt that now worketh mm the children of diſobedience, F= 
pheſ. 2. ver. 2, asa Smich worketh in his forge, and an Ar- 
tificer in his fhop; that ye were che devils journey-men, 
your members as his working-tools, your {ouls as his ſhop, 
wherein, and by which, he carryed on thar curied trade 
of fin; Oh ! the ſenſe of this will marvelloutly draw the 
ſoul after God, and prevail with you to live unto God, 
which is the greet end of living, Rom. 14. ver.8.the truch. 
whereof is evidenced in three particulars. 

1. 198 will live moſt by faith upon God ; you will a& faith 
in a more immediate and fiduciall dependency upon the 
Lord * Try an4 then truſt the worlds motto ; now when 
you havea preſent ſenſe upon your ſouls, of what the 
Lord hath done for you; how and in what methods of 
grace the Lord a pprarge to you, when you walked upon 
the brink of hell, and were ready every moment to drop 
into the pit ; this will work an holy boldnefle in your 
hearts, this will anſwerall carnall cavills ; it will filence 
all the objefions of your diſtruitfull hearts, andbring 
up your ſpirits bravely to Fobs reſolution, Fob 13. ver. 15. 
7 bough he ſlay me yet will TI truſt in him; he ſhall not be fo 
rid of me: I will hang on him till, and if I muſt dy I will 


dy 


\ 
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dy at his feet ; I, and remember the wayes of God unto me, 
his wayes of grace and mercy and free redemption,when 
my eſtate was {ad and bad, and therefore under all thoſe 
ſhowers of-arrows, which fly from the' Almighty againft 


- me, and drink up my moiſture, I will roul my felf- upon 


him, cruſt in him, T, and be alſo ſha!l be my ſalvation, ſee 
further, ver.16,17,18,19.---=Qh if any man lives to God, 
the juſt man doth, who lives by his faith,and fetcheth life and 
frength for his faith from his own. experiences : | All the 
world could no: {ſhake the holy confidencies of SamtPaul, 
when he had. argacd out 'the experiences of the grace 
and good will of God in Jefus Chriit unto himfelf and 
believers, Rum.5. ver. 16, 17,18. then chap. 8. he begins 
concluſively there is therefore now no condemnation,not 
one condemnation, and carries it on at that high rate 


Ce Er En ee oO oy oo oneeoronn oereR—— = 


of athance that ver. 33, 34. he doth arietem mittere, take ; j3, 7) va{d- 
the field, andgive a generall challenge to all his adver- K21448ts 


ſaries, topleadand preferre what indiQments they can 


acainft lim; who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of - Gods. 


elect ?:wio ſhall condemne 2 who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ?:As it he had ſaid, O thou malicious devil, thar 


doſt Jet fly at me with thy darts! Oh ye deluded Heteticks Mr. Favters 
and infidels that frfl my ears with your fooliſh Sophiſmes, Spirits wt - 
and trouble me with.your diſputes againſt the Lord my neſs tothe 
Redeemer 3 go to them that make a Religion of their o-cruth. 
pinion,'and whoſe bclief was never any deeper then their ?45e 124 


fanceesz goto them that'hever knew what it was to-love 
Ehrittz to delire after him, to delight-m his ſalvation,nor 
tohope through believing for his promiſed blefſednefle 
bereafrer ;theſe-you may poſſibly draw away from Chriſt, 
and make Infidels of them, that ' were never true Belie- 


vers ; but do youthink-to 'do ſo by me? what weapons, 


what arguments do:you think-to prevail by ? ſhall tribu-' 
lation be the meags? why, I have that promiſe-in rhe 
band of my faith, and that glory mthe eye of my hope, 
that will bring me through eribulation': ſhall. diftreffe do 
it 2 why, I will rather ſtick' fo much theckoſer to hiavthar 


vill relieve mein diſtraſſe, and bringme nto his reſt! © 
= 516.1 | Y An: 
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And ſothis reverend Author proceeds and you may fur- 
ther proſecute in your own thoughts : On ! thar foul 
that bath the advantage of experiences, ' and wiſely im- 
proves the ſenſe of grace recerved, is bravely fortified 
againſt temptations toinfidelity, and will aft faith upon 
the ſure mercics of David the oath and covenant of God 
in the ſaddeſt conflicts 

2. You will ive beft to Gol, Becauſe you will live mo in 
the love of Gadz when you conjfder much,and wich much 
{criouſmets, what God hath done for you, m order to e- 
rernity 5 you will be. drawn out in your affe@&ior's unto 
God, God will have more of 'Four hearts then he hath of 
many ethers, who make as big and bulke a profeſſion as 
you do ; and how can it be otherwiſe, when you faſten 
this meditation upon your hearts? we might have been in 
hell in an undone condition, patt all hope or poſlibility 
of help from Angels or men, had not God , whogis rich in 


mercy, for hy great love , wherewith he loved us, even when 


we were dead in ſins, quickened us together with Chriſt, Eph.2. 
4, 5- when you look upon the whole bulineſs of your (al- 
vation as tranſatedand carryed on by God, and that in 
a way of free-grace, rich mercy, and. meer good will, and 
love, this will marveilouſly draw out your love to God , 
for amr amory magues , love 1s the loadftone of love, 


| there is a magnetick vertue in it to draw out the very 


heart of a beloved perſon, Cant 4.9. Thou haſt raviſhed my 
beart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe--=thou haſt bebearted me , taken a= 
way my heart, as he that hath his head taken away , is 
ſaid tobe beheaded: Oh! Chriſt knew the affeCtions of 
his Spouſe unto him, and therefore makes a 'ful] return 
of love unto her_again.: So the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 5. 14. The 
love of Chriſt conſtrains me ; Iam wholly under the-power 
of love, made willing to do or ſyffer any thing, , or to be 
led any whither by this cord of loye, that is caft upon 
me by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; indeed the Lord is firkt in 
affeCtion, 1 Foh. 4.19. He firſt loved us,” The air receives 
its lighc from the,Sun, the Sun nwſt firſt ſhine and fend: 


forth his beams before the air cati be radiant 44S0i the 


F Fe | | Lord 
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Lord muſt Kt in ſome ſence of good will intothe foul , 
before ſhe ſtirs out in affeftions unto him 3 but now, when 
ſhe compreends with a!l Saints , what 1: the breadth and 
length, and depth and beighth, and knows the love of Chrift 
which paſſerh k;owledge, Eph.3.18,19. and lives in the ſenfe 
of Gods peculiar and difcriminating loye unto her: Ok! 
this fills her with holy affe&ions unto the Lord, the 
Church is then fick of love; David cryes out, O hbow'T 
love the Lord | ray heart is ready to break, it 1s fo full 
of love to God ; I cannot make a narrative of my love , 
it 1s fo vaſt, ſo boundleſs unto God : This fixeth the crea- 
tures love upon God , the ſtability of the Saints love 
doth very much ariſe from this; Satan will have a hard 
pluck of it, to pull a truely-loving-behever from the 
arms of his beloved Jeſs, when he remembers that love 
of bus fir jt eſpouſals, how Chriſt took upon him , and wa- 
ſhed him from his blood, and ſpake peace to. his wound- 
ed, 1ſeitr-condemned ſoul ; —_—_ he remembers the 
ſtraights that his Jeſus brought him out of, and the mi- 
ſeries which he reſcued him from , when he thinks thus 
wich himſelf, Oh what ſhould I have done,ifI hadnot had 
a Chriſt? what ſhould I have done in my fears and griefs ? 
what ſhould I have ſaid to an acculing conſcience ? how 
ſhould I have eſcaped the jaws of the-devourer? Oh ! 
theſe reviews do mightily renew his love, theſe thoughts 
and remembrances do kindle ſuch a ftrong and facred 
fire of love in his heart, that many waters cannot quench 
it, andall tempcations to break with Chriſt are made in- 


valid: Ic is the heart and not the head that holds Chrift 


faſt; I held him and would not Jet him go, ſays the 
Church, Cazt. 3. 4. Love will hold Chrift, when reaſon 
alone will let him. go,Rem.$.35. Who ſhall ſeperate ws from 
the l.ve of Chrit ? Paul puts che queſtion in this verſe; bu: 
draws up a peremptory concluſion ,' and that wich a full 
aflurance, verſe 38, 39. I am perſwaded that neither acath 
n:r life , nor angels, nor principalities, nor þ wers , uor 
things preſeut nor things to come; noribeight wor depth , nr 
any other creature fhall be able to ſeparate us from. the love 0 f 
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Calviy, God which i in- Chriſt Feſus our Lord; Expoſitors do much 
B:z,z %c. differ, about the ſence of theſe werds, ſome underſtand 
P {+41 7. them as ſpeaking of Chrifts love to us; ſome of the ſenſe 
Amb oſs, and iceling of Chrifts love unto us : others of our love 
Avg:/5, to Chriſt, or in a conjun ſenſe, both of Chriſts love to 

_ Erajmrres, us, and'our love unto Chriſt: But ſurely the Apoſtle 
1) 94-46 fſpeaksat this rate: what can unclaſp thoſe mutual em- 
Git f5- hracements between Chriſt an. his people ? or what can 
x4 ae 995 ſeparate us from Chriſt, by withdrawing or deſtroying 
bly. onr love to him, and confequently turning his love 
M-. Buxcey, Fromus ? we have many aſlaulcs, but all 12 vain; for 
Spitits wir- When a Beitever refl-&s upon what Chrilt hath done for 
neſs to © him, conſiders the death, reſurretion, and intercefſion 
Chriftianity, of Jeſus Chrift, with the precious fruits of all unto his 
Page 121, foul, and that out of pure love, who deſerved to be an 

obje& of eternal hatred, this makes the pulſe beat quick 

and high in holy affe&ions to the Lord Jeſus: And the 

= want of this due refle&1on upon what by nature we were, 
and what now by grace we are, dafheth the rifing flames 
of an holy affe&ion in us to the Lord Jeſus, | 
3. You will live beſt unto God ; becauſe, You will live 
moſt in thankfulneſs unto God, when you live in che ſence 
of what Go hath done for you ; it 1s the conſideration 
of divine grace and mercie which drawes out- the ſoul 
in praiſes unto God; the thoughcfull Chriſtian is the 
thankfull Chriſtian ; he cbat pondereth moſt upon mer- 

_ cies, prayeth God. moſt for mercies: Oh ! when you 

take a ſerious review, of that change which is upon your 

hearts, of the drawitigs of your ſoules heaven-ward, and 
holineſs-ward ; and compare time with time, ſtate with 
ſtate, what you were, with what you are; how once 

ou affetted finne , but now .abhor it ; how once you 
loathed Ordinances, but now you love them.; how: once 
the wayes and people of God were diltaſtefull unto you, 
but are now delightfull; how.litcle you. had once ta 
ſhew for heaven, and how much you have now through 
grace to ſhew againſt Hell ; Oh ! this will give the hearc 

a notable vent, and fill the: cup: of: praiſe. up; w the- 
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brim ; Pſa/.103. ver.1,2,3. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, (ayes 
holy David ) but dorh he ſtay here ? no, and all that is 
witvin me bleſs his holy name; every inſtrument muſt be 
put into tune; every mitlical key muſt be touched,every 
tret muſt be ſtopt, and every ſtring muſt be ſtruck to 
ſound forth the praiſes of God -=-- nay again; Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and why ſo? what's the reaſon of this 
thanktfulneſs? O ſoul? thou haſt great cauſe to' be 
thanktull, For, 

I. He forgiveth all thine iniquities, thou hadeſft the 
the guilt of many and great finnes upon thee, which 


would have ſunk thee down into Hell, and Febovah hath | 


given thee pardon of rhem all: nay farther, 
2. He healeth all chy diſeaſes; thou waſt full of noi- 
ſome and unclean diftempers, many running ſores of 


filthy Iuſts, and Fehovah hath vouchiafed healing grace. 


unto thee: FThou art now a jutſtited and a fan&ified 
perion. | 

3. Thou art now redeemed from Hell and deſtra&ion, 
and wearett the loving-kindnetles and tender mercies of 
God as a royal Diadem, upon thy head, and therefore 
Oh my ſoul, bleſs, bleſs, bleſs Fehovah: Oh if ever we come 
to ſuch a ſence of pardoning, healing, redeeming, 
crowning , ſatisfying, and renewing grace from the 
Lord, as David, we ſhall then take up David's harp,and 
awake our glory to the praiſes of a gcod God: could 
we. but faſten this upon our ſpirits, that diftinguiſhing 
grace hath ſevered us from' thoſe heaps of rubbiſh 
that we were mingled with, and cull d us out from the 
rabble of the world, that we were herded with ; our 
ſpirits would be turned to this evangelical dury, and 
Say, and it ſo, how like heaven it ſelf would che 
Church look ? how would the militant, reſemble the 
triumphant Feruſalem? and how would every nook of 


the Goſpel-world ring with the. praiſes of God: The y,, Baxter, © 
livelieſt embleme of heaven that I know upon earch, is, Part 4 - 
when the pcople of God, in the deep fence of the $4'ats Reft, 
excellency and bounty of God, from hearcs abounding page 134+ 
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; with love and joy, .do joyn together borh in. hearts and 
voices; in the cheerfull and mclodious ſinging of lis 
praiſes. | | | : 

* 4+ You will live beſt unto God, becauſe Tor will [ive 
»19jt to the glory of God, ſence of grace received will en- 
flame you with a greater zeal for God, and will put 
every wheel into motion: We are naturally flow to 
action upon the beſt account; the bett- drive on but 

' heavily ; few. drive at fehi's rate ; very few there 
be, whoſe ſoules make them as the chariots of Aminadab; , 
that make haſte in Gods work, like the roe, or young hart 

_ ripon the mountains of ſpices. If ever Chriſtians drove 
heavily, the Chriſtians of chis age do; if ever the ele- 
mentary conflirution of the Church was earth and water, 
now it is, little of fre appears, unleſs in unhappy con= 
tentions and animoiiries, or elſe in love ro the world; 
and thus, moſt are red hot, their aft-Gions all ona 
flame; the Lord quench chem: But ON! whereas their 
zcal for God? where 18 the courage, activity, and rcfol- 
vecineſ(s for God? where*s che miniling of the things of 
God, and holy contendings for Go., which the Puritans 
of old ( that were Puritans of the good old way Yhave 
diicovered ? there 1s too much of the Laodicean tpirit 5 
too many Gatos amongſt us 3 men are high indeed to 
enchrone their own opinions, and periwation:, whaleſt 
Religion, in the main quries of it, 1s neglected, they 
are exact in Tything mint, and commin, and anniſe, whileſt 
Judgement, mercy, and faith, the weightier maiters of the 
Law are n.glefed, Math.23. verſ.23. The great Zealots of 
the times are for the moſt part men of corrupt and He- 
terodox Judgments, who are violent enough to impoſe 
their Errours and falſe conceptions ( the Lord take them 
oft from their ſpeed, leatt they outrun the Conſtable, as 
they have done the Covenant ) He's a ftranger in Iſrae}, 
that knows not theſe things,and he's no true ſon of Zion, 
that doth nor bewail them ; but now would we have 
the water run in the right channel ? would we have.our 
ſpirits up in a right zeal for God? ler our —— 
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be often and ſerious upon what God hath done for our 


ſoules; Oh when a Saint fetcheth oyl from experienced 
loving kindnefles, uw makes the wheels run glib ; when he 
argues; Hath God aone thus and thus for me ? hath he 
left others of my kindred, of my contemporaries, of 
my acquaintance, ( who had the ſame advantages of 
Education, Ordinances, and Goſpel-Opportuniries with 
me) in ignorance and unbelicf, and bath he enlightened 
me ? called me ? wrought faith in me ? appointed me to 
obtain ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift ? and thall not I be 
ative for Chriſt ? ſhall I fir ſtil] brooding over a patch of 
this baſe world, or drive on the intereſt of mine own 
honour or advantage, when the name of Go. is blaſ- 
phemed , the honour of Chrift is empeached, Goſpel- 
truths are corrupted, Goſpel-Ordinances reviled, and 
the way of God evil ſpoken of? did Creſw his dumb 
ſon cry out for che life of his farher, and ſhall I that can 
ſpeak, now be dumb ? Do TI thus requite the Lord ? i this 
my kindeneſs to my.friend Feſis ? Saint Paul had anothes 
ſpirit, (like char of Calebs ) 1 Cor. 15. ver.s. la} of all he 
was ſeen of mealſo, agyu nee? === the emphaſis hes in 
Me, there's an accent upon that word, of Me, vile Me, 
wretched Me, ſinful me, unworthy Me, who was a blaſ- 
phemer, a perſecutour, and an injurious perſon ; but 
by the grace of God I am what Tam) by the Grace, free 
grace, and rich grace of God, I am a choſen veſllel, a 
ſervant of the Lord, a believer, an Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and whar followes ? doth he lap up this talent 
ina napkin?doth he fing a requiem to his ſoul? and bid her 
rake her caſe? no ( ſaies he) hix grace which was bejtowed 
upon me, was not in vain, but I laboured more abuadantly 


then they all : minde here,how the ſenſe of grace received - 


carries out his ſoul in a@ivity, for God to labour, yea 
to abound in labour, for frow Feruſalem round about to 
Tliyricum, he fully preached the Goſpel of Chrijt, and wrote 
more Epiltles then all the ocher Apoltles did, hence he 


exhortech che Saints verſ. 58. alway to abound in the works 
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Lord : OhAſure, there would not be that ſelfiſhneſs 
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and floth among Chriſtians, if this courſe was duely pra- 


&iſed : a draugat of this wine taken n-xt thy heart every 
morning, would, make the lips of them that are aſlzep to 
ſpeak, Gant.7. verſ,g. it would ſhew its ſtrengrh and ge- 
nerojty, ina wakening and enflaming the ſpirits of be= 
lievers, ſo chat the mott dull and flow of ſpeech, would 
there be made good and cloquent ſpeakers in the cauſe 
of God, and thus live beſt to God. 

WH. You wil live beſt to your ſelves, to your own ſpiritual ad= 
vantage, if you live: much inthe ſence of grace: received : 
Gain is a great incitive unto aftion.; what will you give 
me ? was Judas his queſtion , and isroo much the com- | 
paſs by which many ſail; Chriſtians are generally pru- 
dent and providential in their family proviftion : That 
ady;ce of the Apoſtle, Rom. 12.17. Provide things bone?(t in 
the fight of all mez, 18 followed by mott, and may be with- 
out blame, if the care be moderate and the provigzon be 


of things honeſt, thar is, if Chriſtians tollow lawful call- 


ings ,' and {o play. above-board that they be noc afraid 
who ſee what they do, noz aſhamed to be accountable to 
man for every penny which they return, when they: fear 
neither {in nor ſhame, though all men were eye witnefles 
totheir way oftrading 3 thele are things honeſt indeed , 
and x Chrittians onely provided thcfe , the months of 
many - woul.l be ſtopt ; yer Invill ſhew you a more excel- 
lent way :: ſurely thoſe things which tend to the wellabe- 
ing of the ſoul, 'to:the enriching of:thar, and : thing; 
your coffers with grace and tomforr, thats the way, theſe 
are the #xga4 the honeſt and good things which Chrifti= 
ans ſhould trade in, and turn every ftone to obtain :. 
now there is no way. will ſooner do it, and with more 
ſatety then thac which:35 mentioned , ' that will bring. 
the quickeſt-returns,)as wilt appear-in/theſe . particulars, 
if rightly improved; \ | 

1. You will live: beſt to your ſelves upop this account, 
Becauſe you'mill live moſt off from ſin;ſence of pardoning and 
redeeming, and renewing grace, gives a'notable.check to: 


F 
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" luſt, and marvycilonlly banks up corruption, Rom. 6."15As | 
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Whar ſhall we ſay then ? ſhall we continue in ſin? we that are 
juſtified by faith,8& ſo have peace with God through Jeſus 
Chrift,ſhall we continue in tin?we that have a ſurer ftand- 
ing in grace through Jeſus Chrift then Adam had , when 
he had his ftanding in innocency,ſhall we continue in {1n? 
we,who, when we were enemies were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son,who ſhall be ſaved by his life,and 
having now received'the atonement, do joy in God,yee, 
rejoyce in hopeof the glory of God , having the love 
of God ſhed abroad in our hearts by the holy Gholt 
which is given unto us, ſhall we continue in tn? Ont 
"ph yevorre=--God forbid : How ſhall we, who ate dead to fin 
live any longer therein? that were unreaſonable, andto an 
ingenuous renned nature, impoſfible : Oh ! when a Sainc 
terioufly reads over the counſels of God miniſftred not with 
ink, an jeper » but with the blood and ſpirit of his eternal 
Son, andthat in a way of free-grace and rich mercy, his 
heart muſt needs riſe again ſin, if irbe in a right frame: 
when he argues it out thus, was T born.a child of wrath, 
withina hairs breadth of hell? Did fin and death paſs up- 
"o# me and over me from Adam? was I under judgement by 
one perſon, and one ſin to condemnation, and have I received 
abundance of grace , 'and of the gift of HP ro 
"reign 1n life, by one Feſus Chriſt ? And ſhall I fin againft 
ſuch a God? againit fuch grace? Oh far beit! did we 
-ofcefi remember the dreadful terrors we lay under atour 
firſt awakening ; the doleful pangs of new bitch; the bit- 
ter wormwood wine, which we drank in' many andlarge 


'draughts, at our firſt repentance and forroiy tor fin, -rhe 


{ad fears of hell and wrath which overwhetmed ns; and 
then conſider the riches of that grace,wkich hath appear- 
edtous,in'converting,quickning,quieting,comforting ard 
ſecuring our fouls againſt wrath co c6me , we ſhould jind 
them fmgnlar, yea, ſovereign antidotes againſt fin , and 
"may herewith put to ſilence the moſt audacions andim- 
portunate lufts: See how the Apoſtle ( rhe: weapons. of 
whoſe warfar were mighty through God ,; ro pull, down 


and 


the ' firong holds of fin) x Id "with ' the national. 
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and common fin of Coriath ? 1 Cor.6.13,14. ad finem : and. 
chat was fornication and uncleanneſs(a fleſh-pleaſing fin, 
natures minion) a fin for which Corinth was famous all 
over the world , having ſtore of Stews, and Brothel- 
houſes, and a temple dedicated to Venus full-Rock: with 
notable harlots, yet the Apoſtle uſeth this way of Ar- 
gumentation to bring them off ( I mean the Corinthian 
Profeſſors ) from all unclean prattices , he lays before 
them. . 

Firſt, Their former eftate, how they were immerſed in 
that fin of uncleaneſs, and carried away with the torrent 
of thoſe luſts, ſome of you were fornicators, adulterers, ef- 
feminate, 

Secondly, The dangerous condition of thoſe perſons 
wholye and dye in thoſe finful-praftices : they ſhall not in- 
berit the kingdom of heaven. 

Thirdly, The precious mercy of God unto them in re- 
covering,renewing, pardoning and healing grace, verſ. 
9. Te are waſhed , ye are ſanttified ye are juſtified in the 
Name of the Lord Feſws, and by the ſpirit of our God. 

Fourthly, Their union with Chrift and their engraff- 
ment into Chriſt, verſ. 15. Know ye not that your bodies are 
the members of Chriſt ? Shall I then take the members of 
Chrift, and make them the members of au haxlot? God forbid. 

Fifchly, The indwelling of the holy Spirit, whereby, 
their bodies. are conſecrated to be the temples of God, 
Know ye not that your bodie is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt , 
which is in.you, whoms ye have of God ? © 

Sixthly, That theſe bodies of theirs ſhould be raiſed up by 
the power of God at the lait day, verſ. 14. And now what is 
the anſwerof a gracious heart to theſe arguments ? Ir is 
rrue, I have lived in uncleannefs ; that fin,unpardoned, 
excludes from heaven ; but through free-grace I am 
redeemed by the Lord Jeſus and incorporated into him 
as a member into the head; my body is the temple of the 
foly Ghoſt, andit ſhall be raiſed up at the laſt day, fa- 
ſhionedlike unto the glorious body of my dear Saviour : 


And ſhall I ſoil my ſelf again jn the fink of my former 
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uncleanneſs ? Shall I ſpot my robe again , which hatl: 
been waſhed and made white in the blood of the Lambe? 
Shall | proftirure a member of Chriſt, and defle a tein- 
ple of the holy and eternal Spirit of Grace? Oh 10! ] 75: 17. 
will not, I dare not : Surely ſuch arguings will bring 75445 79,001 
forth ſuch reſolutions, as to an hatred of fin, and love ©7797» 
to holineſs, if we rightly improve them : {f Scipio 27: 
heathen rejedted tie offer of anbarlet, with vellemw, {it non (> 
ſem lmperator, 1 would if I were not a General ;, A Saint 
may much better with 2 nlo, Chritianuus ſum-=-1 will nor, 
{ am a Chriftan : chis Is the firit benekt you will receive 
from your kceping up a lively ſenſe of grace received, and 
freſy you do then live beſt co your ſelves when you live 
freeſt from 131. + For, 
I, You wil then be freeſt from the red, a towardly 
child is not ofcen laid over che knee, nor a cloſe-walking 
Chriftian often under the rod; fin ufually bringeth forch 
ſufferings, Pſal.$9.30=-- If bzs children forſake my law, then 
verſ.32. I wilt viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their 
ingquities with ſtripes. 
2. You will have quicker and ſafer returns of your 
_ prayers : the dutiful child ſooneſt ſpeeds in his requetts, 
P/al. 66.18. If I regard iniquity in my heart , God will ut 
hear my prayers; and the Apoſtle ceacheth us, that the 
way to draw nigh unto God , with affurance and accep- 
cance, mult be this, T7» get our hearts ſprinkled from an evi! 
conſcience, and our bodies waſhed. with clean water, Hes. 
IO. 22. | 
3. You will keep up cloſeſt and (ſweeteſt communion 
with God; the obedient child lyes moſt in his fathers 
boſom, 1 Fob. 1.6. If we ſay we have fellowſhip with Gos 
and walkin darkneſs, we lye, but verſe 7, If we walkin th: 
light, as he is in the light , we have fellowſhip one with ano- 
ther , God andwe; onr fellowſhip i with the Father and 
with his Son Feſus Chriſt. 
4. You will havecleareſt and fulleſt evidences of your 
heavenly inheritance , when the eldeft ſon pleaded, Luk, «, 
15. 29. That he never tranſgreſſed at any time the commund- 
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Aruſclac, 


ment of his father ; preſently the reply of the father is, 


All that I have # thine, and when David feaſted the 


wayfaring man with Uriabs Ew=lambezthe joy of his ſal- 
vation was loſt as to the ſcnie.and comfort of it, Pſal, 

2s: * | 
Th You will live in the neareſt reſemblance of heaven, 
which conftiſterh in a perfe@ion of holine(s,gloritied fouls 
are termed, Spirits of ju} men made perfect , Heb. 12. 23. 
Hence he expreſſed himſelf thus , That if fin ftood on 
the one hand, andhell on the other, he would chooſe 
hell rather , if it might be without fin, then heaven 
wich fin. 

2. This ſerious refl-&ion upon what the Lord hath 
done for you , will be of excellent uſe to keep your ſouls 
cl.ſe with God, it will work your hearts into a jteady frame , 
and ſure, you will live beftto your felves, when your 
hearts are moſt fixed upon God, and moſt fixed for God; 
it 15a fingular. mercy to be ſtanding Chriſtians in falling 
times : this ſtability of ſpirit is much valued by God,and 
receives much in way of ſpiritual incomes from God, 
Ap«c.3.7. tothe 13. the contrary is much diſliked by the 
Lord, Pſa/.78. $8. the people of Iſrael are charged with 
this crime, hat they ſet not their heart aright, and that 
their ſpirit was not ſbedfaſt with God, and verl. 9g. Thecml- 
dren of Ephraim being armed and Carrying, bows , turned 


backin the day of battait; bewraying their falſe-hearted- 


neſs toand faint-heartedneſs in the Lords quarrel: Ah 
how 15 the Seripture ſadly'made good in-our days b'We 
have hearts bent to back-ſliding , revolting ſpirits frem 


the truths, ways, and cauſe of the Lord Jeſus : though _ 


the Lordhath opened his Goſpe)-Magazine- amongf us, 
given forth his ſpiritual armor in all the pieces of it, 
furniſhed us with a gallant train of Artillery, formed ns 
into compleat bodies, put. us under the condudas of skil- 
ful leaders, given us the advantage of+ winde and hill, 
and the ark of his preſence hath marched inthe middeft_ 
of 'us; yet what diſhonorable retreat have many of us* 


made? how have we flung down our Arms, andforſooke: 


Our 
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our ſtandard in the day of battel ? nay, how have we 
been like a routed Army, ſcattered here and there into The ſwarm 
ſmall parties , and all endeavors as yet, prevail not te !5 UP andſer- 
rally us again ? what a full comment is England upon , |<d3n ſo ma- 
and how parallel unto that Exze. 34. 5, 6. They were ſcat- Y LAT wn 
tered, and became meat to all the beaſts of the field, when they. wy w Ve 
were ſcattered : my ſheep wandered upon every mountain, and gg 
upon every high hill : let us make a little ſtay and gather gogin j-9 
up ſome obſervations : As, one Hive, 
-1. That the word of God is the walk of Chrifts ſheep, Mr. Vizes, 
the Scriptures of truth fer boundaries to their Paſtures, 
2, Every departure from the word in judgement or 
prafice is an aberration 3 the ſheep that ſeek paſture be-. 
yond the bound of Scripture are itraglers. 
3. That the ſheep of Chriſt, efpecially the fat and Iuſty 
of them, are apt to wander ; to go beyond their bounds, 
and in ſomethings, to depart frum their flock and fold , 
but I wouldnot be miſtaken , as though F interpret the 
departure of conſcientious Chriſtians, from the common 
road of carnalGofpeling,or from the foot track of formal 
. profeſſion ; nor yet their declining communion with the 
whole rout of profeffors at lazge in that peculiar Ocdi- 
nance of the Supper , to be a departure from: the tlock 
- and oo of Chrilt3 _— this _—_ breathing y_ 
Goſpel-purity, they walk agrea to a Goſpel-rule; _.. 
but ML Fl neople x. into Teftrudive errors , oy take gs m_ 
up opinions or praCices, inconſiſtent with the eruth and by. "OVEN 
holineſs of the Goſpel ; this I call a wandering from the *' 
flock andfold of Chrift. ay, 

4. When ſheep begin to wander,and are got out of their 
uſual} walk , fo inobſervant are they, that they ſtraggle 
over all mountains and hills, and know notwhere to ſtay, 
nor how to return home again, how ſadly and how often 
hath this been evidenced in our days? what errors new or 
old have not been taken up and entertained by ſome of 
the Nation ? how have ſome wandered from mountain to, 
hill, and knew not where to fit down ? and how far have. 
they ftraggled out of their knowledge , thar they knew 
not how to get back again ? 5. I hat 
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5. That wandering ſheep become meat to every beait 
of prey ; ſingle ſheep and tiliy ſheep,when they are from 
under the care and overiights of their keepers can hardly 
fave themſelves by flight or fight from che evening 
wolves 3 how ſuddainly have many been caught in our 
days, 709.15.6. | 

6. Thatthere are many beafts of prey, which lay wait 
for wandering ſheep to devour them ; Foxes and Wolves 
have been always ftirring, and are not many now a 
days? Wolves in ſheeps cloathing, who have cunningly 
dreft up their opinions with ſuch an Evangelical crim- 
ming , that nothing of the Wolf appears, even to them 
which hold him by the ears. 

2. Thar it is much blame-worthy in ſhepherds, when 
they ſutfer their ſheep to go aſtray , and run themſelves 
into danger : the Lord chargeth high, as a piece of 
great unfaithfulneſs in the over-ſeers of his fleck, when 
through their default his ſheep do ſtraggle, and become a 
prey tothe beaſt of the field : you may hear him expreſ- 
jing himſelf in words of greateſt diftaſt. Ezek.34.10. Thws 
ſaith the Lord God Adonai Fehovah , or Fehsvah who is your 
Lord, behold I am againft the ſhepherds , and I will re- 
quire my flock, at their hands , and cauſe them to ceaſe feed- 
ing my flock, ; tis known to moſt , that in Scripture-lan- 
guage , Magiſtrates and Minifters are termed ” 48A 4 
and have in their reſpe&ive capacities, a joint over-ſight 
of the flock commitred unto them by the chief ſhepherd ; 
but alas ! how have ye Magiſtrates ſhuffled off rhe care of 
the flock to the Miniſters? and how have the Mini- 
ſters ſhifted back the over-fight of it to the Magi- 
ſtrates ? and betwixt them both, many ſheep havewan- 
dered, and ſome have been worried : Though moſt were 
deſirous that the Foxes ſhould be taken, yet it came un- 
der diſpute , who ſhould take them; and though at all 
hands it was agreed, that deceiving Fezebe! ſhould be 
dealt withal , yet how and by whom, hath hicherro been 
the queſtion : Ask the Magiſtrate and he will tell you 
Miniſters muſt do it by the (word of the ſpirit; and _ | 
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the Minifter and he will tel] you that the Magiſtrate muſt 
do it by the ſword of his civil power : And whilſt we 
have been diſputing what todo, and who ſhould do it , 
errors have ſadly ſpread, and a confiderable part of the 
flock hath ſtraggled, and is become a prey to the beaſts 
of the field: the blame whereof is laid by ſome at the 
Magiſtrates door, upon account of his tenderneſs and 
gentleneſs of ſpirit, and countenance to ſuch as differed 
onely in diſciplinary points , refuſing to eſtabliſh by his 
civil ſanion, that way of difcipline , as univerſal and 
impoting upon all, which they own,and would enthrone 
a5 the government of the Lord Jeſus:as alſo for their re- . 
miſneſs and too much indulgence to. evil perſons and o- 
 pinions, in not puniſhing the one nor ſuppreſſing the 0- 
ther, which amounteth to a toleration : And many 
charge the blame hereof upon the Miniſtry, by reaſon of - 
moroſe, auſtexe, and rigid carriage toward thoſe , who 
differfrom them in the way of diſcipline, or onely in 
ſome leſſer dofrines , that are not fundamental ; or be- 
eauſe they remit much of that care, watchfulneſs and o- 
verſight, which the duty of their places, and the preſent 
neceſſity obliged them unto, but the day will declare it : 
andtis not good foreither to plead not guilty: the Lord 
help us to mourn, that the folds are broken up, and that 
the flocks are ſcattered : The Lord teach us all our duty, 
and by his own ſpirit in the word, determine that great 

neſtion , what is to be done, and by whom ; That the 
th may be healed, the broken bound up, the loſt may be ſought 
up, thoſe that are driven away may be brought again, and the 
reſidue ſecured againſt future ſcattering : And the Lord 
give ſtability of ſpirit to his people, that they may be 
kept from topling in theſe tottering times, when ſo ma- 
ny backilide, ſome in profeſſion not in opinion , ſome in 
opinion who yet retain a profeſſion, and ſome in opinion 
and profeſſion both, ſtepping into Religion without any 
precedaneous and ——_ change , and fo ſoon in, ſoon 
out 3 making that good 1 Foh12.19. They went ont from us 
becauſe they were nor of # ; And nowgyou will finde, upon 
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due trial, this an excellent means to fix your ſpirits , 
when you read over thoſe as of grace, which the Lord 
hath drawn out upon your hearts in the blood of his own 
Son : How did this fix the Apoſtles, Foh.6.67. Many of the 
diſciples went back,, and walked no more with the Lord Fe- 


ſus, upon which he puts the queſtion to them, will yoe al- 


ſo forſake me? there was need of ſuch a queſtion : for, 
| Nemo errat fibi-ipft , ſed dementiam ſpergit in proximos, the 
heathen conld ſay, no man errs to himſelf, but evil men 
and erring , doſpread their madneſs unto their neigh- 
bors; as weeds endanger the good corn, bad humors the 
vood blood, and an infe&ed houſe the whole neighbor- 
hood ; Therefore the Lord Jeſus tryes their pulſes, whe- 
ther this great defe&ion had not tainted them with ſome 
infe&ion; and behold the fixedneſs of their ſpirits in 


Peters reply, Lord to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words . 


'of eternal life, and we believe and are ſure that thou art the 
Chri/t the Son of the Living God; we have certainly and 
experimentally known, by thoſe glorious works which 


'thon haſt wrought before us, and by the ſaving commu- 


mication of chy grace , and [ight uncous, when we were 
ina dark and dead eſtate, that thou art Chrift.the Son 
of the living God, and therefore we will not leave thee: 


this cemented and knit their hearts unto Chriſt: it was 


a brave ſpeech of old Polycarpas,when the Proconfut per- 


ſwaded lum to deny the Lord Jeſus, Eighty and fix years . 


have I ſerved Chriſt and be never did me burt but gooud , and 
ſhall I now denybim? Oh ! abfir, God forbid, Thus Sainc 
Pant argues back the Galathians, Gal.3.1,2. O fooliſh Ga- 
lathians, who bath bewitched you , that ye ſhould nor obey the 
truth , before whoſe eyes Feſus Chrijt hath been evidently ſet 
forth , crucified amng you ? This onely would IT learn of yor, 
received ye the [pirt by the works of the law, or by thehearing 
of faith,&c>'Oh did ye much and often read over the paſ- 
fages of divine love nnto you, and would be true to 
your own experiences,it wonld antidote you againft ma- 
ny errors of the times, and keep your hearts cloſe with 
God. pI 

3. This 
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3- This ſerious recognition and review of the Lords 
mercies, brings moſt. comfort unto the ſoul ; and ſure he lives 
beſt to himſelf, who lives moſt to his own comfort, a life 
of comfort is the ſweetneſs, ths delireablenefs, and life 
of life, I/hat i life to the bi'ter in ſoul ? wich long for 


—Aeath, and 41g for it more then fur hid treaſures ? which re- 


Joyce exceedingly, and are g/a4 when they finde the grave, Job 
3. 2122,23, And wha com*ort have men in living (upon 
a natural account ) when thof- dayes are came, wherein they 
ſay, we have no Þ.eaſure 14 them, Eccl. 12. ver. 1. and 1s it 
not fo in a ſpiritnall ſenfe? a wounded ſpirit who can 
bear, but a goo:il conſcience 1s a continual feaſt, and the 
Kingdome of God 4s righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in' the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. verſ. 17, Then do we come neareft 
heaven, and live m the ſuburbs of ic, when we are filled 
with peace and joy in our foules, when we experience a 
ſedareneſs and ſerenity of ſpirit, rejoycing in hope of 
the glory of God 7 now ſence of grace received doth 
marvyellonfly comfort the ſoul. 

1. In our addreſsments unto God by prayer, when 
we have any requeſt co make at the throne of grace, 
this will work a Tapproiar, and holy boldfieſs of ſpirit 
111 us, we may encourage our felves to hope, that we thall 
ſpeed 1n our defires, and have acceptation in heaven, 
when we conſider that God hath manifeſted che love of 
a-father, and given the portion of a childe unto us ; how 
he ſought us up when we were gone aftray, met us witft” 
aweleome home ar'our recurne, and claiped ns in the 
embraces of his paternall affeftions; when we have the 
robe and ring to thew,the fpirit of Adoption which cryeth 


Abba, Father, and therefore if parents that are evil RPOW oo My. Fe 


how to give good things to their children, much mor? will our; 


oy an /Matrh. 
beavenly father give the holy Ghoſt to us that as, him, LukeJ.7 P : ; 


I1. verſe 13. even «a9 --- good things, yea, all good: 
things, for the Holy Ghoft, is a comprehenſive and (u- 
rfative terme ; all good things,and that which is more 
then all befides ; ſure, we ſhoutd not have thar liſtleſneſs 
and loathneſs witoprayer,that _ re-deadnefs in POR | 
. a an 
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and thoſe dead hopes, as to expettancy of comfort 
from prayer, if we were much and often in the 
meditation of Gods love; Oh tis an excellent heart 
preparatory unto prayer and the readieft way to 
hnd the returnes of our prayers: while prayer ftand- 
eth ſtill, the trade of Godlinets ſtands Rtill alſo, 
and ſoul-wants are great and many 3 all good comes 
into the ſoul by this door, ,and all crue treaſures by this 
Merchants ſhip : And ſure , they who have their hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience , and their bodies 
waſhed with pure water, that have the fence of juſtifying 
and ſanAifying grace, have boldneſs and hearc-willing- 
neſs, to enter into the Holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, and 


may draw near to God with full aſſurance of faith, 


Heb.10.verſ.19,22. in which the life of conifort doth much: 
_ , and by which ict is much preſerved in the 
foul, 

2, This heart-commanding will give yon comfort in - 
your attendance at the pofts of wiſdome; O when you 
fit at the feet of Jeſus in his teaching ordinances, and 
your hearts are heated and heightened with a ſerious 
meditation upon the truth and work-of grace,yow'l taſte 
comfort in every word, and draw ſweetneſs out of every 
dug, if fin be roundly dealt withall, and the arrowes of 
the Lord be keen to ſtrike through the very heart of a 
luſt, you will rejoyce in it, becauſe *tis done againſt 
alt enemy : fin and. you are now implacably fallen out, 
and therefore, you dare ſpeak in the words of the Pſal- 
miſt, Pſal. 139. ver. 21, 22. Do not I hate them which bate 
thee? and am not 1 grieved with them which riſe up againſt 
thee ? TI hate them with a perfe@ batred, I Count them mine 
enemies ; Indeed, in a ſenſe, we are co love our enemies 


_ bnt thoſe that would draw off our-hearts from the Lord 


and looſen our affe&ions from holineſs, as fin would 


. Oh they, are enemies indeed; -and we ſhall bleſs God, 
when the word wounds them deepeſt, that they bleed 


and breath out their laſt. Time was, when we had 
ſecret heart-rifings againſt the word, when a reproof. 
Fa came 
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came too cloſe, and Ahab-like we have hated the Mi- 
caiah, and have gone home to our houſes heavy and 
diſpleaſed, becauſe of the wo:d which hath been ſpoken 
-unto us, 1 K:#gs 21. v:rſ.4. I, but now we take pleaſure 
ina fin-wounding Serwoi, a luſt-Jaming diſcourte, when 
the word gets a Icg or an arm from the body of death; 
ſo when impenutency 1s reproved, and {entenced, we 
{hall be comforted, when we tind that God hath given 
us ſoft hearts, and granted repentance unto life, AQs 11. 
verſe 18. -== If Golpel unbelief be threatened, and the 
wrath of an eternal Go! denounced, our hearts will be 
comforted by a reflegion npon our faith, of which Feſi 
Chriſt hath been the Author, and will be the finiſher, Heb. 12. 
ver.2. nay, if the bottomleſs pit be opened, and a vifion- 
of that brimſtone-lake, —— forth ſmoke, and ſul- 
phur, be preſented, the fight whereof makes the finners 
of Zion afraid , and ſurpriſeth the hippocrites , wich 
ſinking fears, crying out in the greatneſs of their diſtreſs, 
who amongit us ſhall dwell with d:vouring fire ? who amongit 
us (hall dwell with everlajting barnings ? Ifa. 33. ver.14- our 
hearts will feed upon this ſad truth, with comfort, when 
we know, that with Noah we are in the ark, and with 
Lot we are in Zoar, waiting for our Feſus from heaven, who 
hath delivered us from wrath to come, 1 Thel. 1. verſ.ult. The + 
Devil is called xaioy &puzuwr@) a roaring lon, roaring afcer 
the prey; but our comfort is, that the Lord Jeſus is 
Aivy 3 puburr@r, the Lion of the Tribe of Fudab, which 
reſcuech us from the paws of this Lion : Nay farcher, if 
Goſpel priviledges be diſplayed , Goſpel-promiſes be 
applyed, Goſpel-rreaſures be opened, and the name of 
Chriſt like oyntment be powred forch, we may by an ACt 
of believing graſp at all, and ſay, all x ours, we are 
Chriſts, 1 Cor.3. ver.vlt. yea Chriſt zz ours, Cant.5. ver.zt. 
In a word, if the ſtate of after blefſedne(s be diſcovered 
upon, and heaven inall its glory be revealed,according 
to frail man's utmoſt capacity, to apprehend it, Oh it 
will be matter of heart-rejoycing to us, when our ſoules 
can ga up to God with that triumphant Eulogy, 1 Pet. 1. 
| Aa 2 Ver. 
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ver.2,4,5. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſm 
Chrijft, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotien 
us again unto a lively hope, through the reſurre&ion of Feſus 
Chrift from the dead, to this inheritance incorruprible, und 
undefiled ; and which fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
us, who are kept +; the power of God through faith, -unto ſal- 
vation , in every truth, the f2nce of grace received, will 
givein comfort to a believer; Oh try this, and you will 
find a (weetne(s in the word however difpented ; This 
alſo will render your approaches to the Lord's Table, 
more acceptable to che Lord, and more comfortable to 
your own toules; for having tried the trith, and coming 
in the ſence of grace received, you may lifc up your 
hearts with chearfulneſs,and humbly expect,that the cup is 
the new Teſtament in the bloud of Feſus, for the remiſſion of 
your fins, Matth.26. v.28; that all the benefits of the new 
Covenant, even the whole purchaſe of Chriſt's paſſion, 
are ſcaled up unto you 3 1, to this worthineſs of perſon, 
ou add the worthineſs of preparation alfo, Tor hall then 
frnd his fleſh to be meat indeed, and his bloud to be drink in-- 
deed; as living men, and of ſound conſtitutions fin«l 
ſavour and nouriſhment from their food they take, when 
the dead find hone, and diſtempered perſons, but little; 
ſo ſhall you finde food and growth in that ordinance, 
when *tis mors inolla, the ſavour of death unto death, 
to the dead Formaliſt, and gives forth lictle ſweetneſs, 
or ſavour to the ſenſleſs and ſleepy Chriſtian ; Oh then, 
as Deborah beſpake her (elf 7udg.5. ver. 1@ Awake, Awake 
Deborah, ſo ſay I, Awake, awake up your glory in thank- 
fulneſs to the Lord, ſtirre up your ſelves, and graces, 
lean by faich upon the blefled boſome of your Jeſus, 
cleave to his Croſs, and yelhall ſuck, honey out of this reck,, 
yea oyl our of this flintie rock,, Deur. 32. ver. 13. and thus 
commemorating the death of Chriſt, by thoſe lively re- 
ſemblances of his death, you may lift up your hearts 

with comfort, to look for, and love by appearing. 
4+ This ſerious revifal of formal incomes and experi- 
ences from the God of all grace, inwayes of grace to 
: your 
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your fouls , will up-heap your hearts with lively and 
laſting conſolations in every eltate ; itis like the Woolf, 
which will draw a threed of comtort, through the whole 
warp of a Chriſtians life ; as might be cleared in many in- 
ſtancesz to name a few--- 

r. Are you nnder breaking afliftions from the Lord in 
your perionsor families ? doth deep call unto deep? and 
arc the banks of cuſtodient providence, fo broken down, 
chat all his waves and billows do flow over you ? why, 
what comfort and reviving will the-ſenfe of grace rc- 
ceived bring into your ſouls ? when you minde that wit- 
neſs within you, that you are the chil:iren of Go1, you 
may look upon all your atfiiftions as the rod of a Father, 
and his end 1nall to be the taking aw.y of fin, I[2.27.9.not 
by ſacisfaftion (for thats the peculiar fruit of your Re-, 


deemers blood ) but by fanificarion, wilely guverning , 
o 


Chub it du wn 


his corre&ions, To beat dewn the body, and bring it into 
ſubjeqion to the government of the Lord Feſus , grace re- 
ceived will lighe a candle unto you, whereby you may 
read the winde of God, andthe methods of his paternal 
diſcipline, Heb. 12.6. Whom the Lord loveth he Chaſteneth , 
and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth; that ſon in 
whom he is well-pleafed,: ſays Mercer in Prov. 3.12. the 
lower the ebbe, the higher the tyde ; the lower you de 
ſcend in humiliation, 1 Chror.4.9, 10. The Holy Ghoſt ſxys, 
abez, was more honourable then his brethren , and his mother 
called his name Fabez, becauſe I bore kim with ſorrow: Fabez 
fignifies ſorrow, and wherein did his honor appear ? 
why,. in that G 4 granted him hz requeſts,viz. blefied him, 
enlarged his coaſt,ftrengthened him by his hand and kept 
him from evil : thus in a ſpiritual ſenſe, anafflited Saint 
is a Fabez, not onely as a man of ſorrow, but as an ho- 
nourable perſon, the rod isa pledge of love and badge of 
honour, he ſunt gemme & pretioſa :rnamenta Dei, fays one 
pointing to his ſores andulcers, Theſe are the gems and 
jewels wherewith God decketh his beſt friends: The Lord 
bath prepared me a necklace of pearl, was the ſaying of a 
gracious woman, when a fickne(s rook hol upon __ 
| | tne 
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__ theLily is ſown in her own tears, And Gods vines ({ays 
, one) tear the better for bleeding, there may be a plethory 
_ of blood, as well as ſuperfluous branches, -which may 
F hinder fruicfulneſs : thefe are the preludes of your ever- 
laſting triumphs, and as your conſtancy in chem doth 
witneſs your love to God ; to your ſuppore under them 
OmnisChri- doth witneſs Gods love to you , which begins with the 
ſfianus cr#- croſs here, but ſhall end with the crown hereafcer, 7am. 
c anus Lu- "1,12. Bleſſed i the man which endureth temptation ( from 
there the Lord in. ways of affiitions ) for when he x try:d, be 
| ſhall receive the crown of glory , which the Lord haih promiſed 
. ta them that love bim. | 
- 2. Are you under the buffetings of Saran? do his fiery 
darts fly about you ? and doth he fire his granado's up- 
N'r-Gurnals gon you? nay do principalities and powers, worldly Go- 
On \” vernors, and ſpiritual wickednefles draw up agamit you, 
P pe - by * and that ## teavenly places? namely, to take away your 
P. 5024307: crown from yorr, to plunder you of your joy and peace 
here,and to block up your way to heaven hereafter? Why, 
follow the ſtreams to the head of the fountain 3; endea- 
vorto work up your hearts to a ſerious apprehenſion of 
grace received in the life and ſence thereof, and you 
will receive much contribution from it, as to your peace 
and ſafety ; though Satan may beat you from your out- 
works, and ſeize upon ſome of your Artilery, andthere- 
by diſcourage, yea, much diſcompoſe youin your addreſ- 
ſesto God, yet the conſideration of pardoning,purging, 
adopring and accepting grace, will be as a Fort-Koyal , 
an impregnable Ciitadel, wherein you may ſecure the 
choiceſt of your heavenlies, and from whence you may 
' havereſerves in the hocteſt onſets : the experiences of the 
goodneſs, and good pleaſure of the grace of God in Je- 
ſus Chrift unto you, will be as chariots of fire and horſes of 
fire round about you, 2 King. 6. 17. t0 Circumvallate and 
ſafe-guard your ſouls : The Apottle x Pet.5.10. tells you, 
That Satan roareth after ſouls, as an bungry lyon after his 
prey, andgives in this by way of advice unto you, verſ.g. 
Whom reſiſt , ſftedfaſt in the faith,that 15,keep your Jonnge 
an 
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and lift up the ſhield of faith to receive and quench his 


fiery darts, by conſidering. ; : 

1. That the ſame affliftions, that 15, temptations, are 
accompl.ſhed in your brechren that dwell inthe world, 
you are not iinvle in this temptation ( rhough that is 
much the thoughts of tempied ones ) Satan doch not 
fight you with a new weapon, that lately paſt the 
forge. . 

2. That you ftand related to, and are in covenant 
withthat God, who is the God of all grace , who hath 
all weapons ready for war in his Armory and can ſupply 
a tempted Saint with thoſe graces, ſuddainly and fully, 
which he ſtands in need of. | 

$- That your relation to the God of all grace is found- 
ed upon Jeſus Chriſt and evidenced by your effeual cal- 


ling--for you are called into his eternal glory by Jefus Wy oy d1a- 
Chriſt--nor unto, Imp yang: that grace gives the ſoul an uer HiZay. 
effe 


. entrance into glory: effe&ual vocation 1s a call from hea- 
'ven into heaven : che ſoul 1s taken up into heaven from 
the time of its new birth, as to the certainty of it, and 
ſafe keeping nnto it. 

4. That your ſuffering condicion will not be long, it is 
the Lord nor Satan,whotimes your temprations;you ſhall 


ſufferings , yet but ſhorrt,therefore phraſed awhile,hence 
Rev.2.10. You ſhall have tribulation ten dayes, that is, your 
impriſonment ſhall be ſhore. | | 
5. That your temptations ſhall be in order to your e- 
ftabliſhment ; the God of all grace, will make you per- 
fe(t, eltabliſh, ſtrengthen,ſettle you---your ſufferings ſhall 
be in order to your Ong » Jour temptation in order 
to your conſolation, parallel to that 2Cor.4.17. Our light 
afliion which is but for a moment, work#rb for us @ far more 
exceeding, and eternal weight of glory :"O then, do but in 
the hour of temptation, draw up the main body of your 
experiences, end evidences of Gods'love'in Chriſt unto . 
you, and Satan cannot hurt youz though his main bat= 
rail be againſt you 3 though he may pluck of ſome rath 
Tg. grapes, 


ſuffer but a while : ſharpe they are and therefore termed anſyee T6 


: What a day of comfort is this unto the 
foul ! 

3- Are you ſummoned by the King of terrors? do his 
batteries play upon you ? are there breaches made mn 
your mud-walls ? is there a mine ſprung, and your life 
in all likelihood to be blown up ? Why, the lively ſenſe 
and evidence of grace received, will like a cordial water, 
warm your hearts, and ftay up your ſpirits at ſuch an 
hour as this is, that light of lite within you, if heeded , 
will clear up the counſels of God unto you , as to your 
afcer and eternal well-being , it will convince you of 
Gods [overaignty, conquer your: renitency , and make 
you cow head and heart with much ſubmittion ro the fa- 
' ther of ſpirits; this will ballance- and ballaſt your ſouls 
to00, and poiſe them evenly between hope and fear , 
that neither ſhall be inordinate , and that in-wwo parti- 
' culare. 

1. Waere grace fits at the: helmof Government in the 
ſoul, it brings the unruly paſſions into ſubjefion. to the 
' divine pleaſure and preſerves the Saints from over-much 
hoping of life, ſeeing their dayes are determined and their 
bounds ſet, and anoidotes them againſt overmuch fearing 
of death, ſceing the number of their mouths are with God, 
Job 14+5, 6. the indefinite is equivalent to an univerſal , 
10 thar it was not febs fingle caſe, but the common lot'of 
all mankind, and therefore you nay ſafely argue , that 
all the rare fealts which Paracelſu profefed to do for the 
lengthening of mens lives,. the uſe of all remedies can- 
not make you out-live ,. nor.cthe miſſing of they caufe 
you.to fall thort of /thole bounds;. which God in his ſe-. 
cret and irreverkible, decrees hath ſet you : Thus conſide-- 
ration will much quiet your hearts in God, when you 
have the ſentence of death within your ſelves 3. it will 
excellently preyent that diſtemper, which i« £# ent, ok I 
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have ſeen, even amongſt the Sainrs of God, viz. an over- 
eager defire of life and a greedy catching at any hopes 
thereof, even to {ome negle& of that preparation , and 
thoſe precedancous duties, which the ſeriouſne(s of death 
and eternity do call for at their hands : no: that I con- 
demne a moJeit and humble delire of life, or a ſober ue 
of means and medicines in order thereunto, onely pro- 
pound this, as a cure of that hearc=diſtemper mzntioned, 
and to perſwade my ſ(eif and others., to ſay with David, 
Here I am, l:t the Lord do to me as ſeemeth good unto him , 
2SaM.15+26. ; 

2. Your gathering up your experiences of converting, 
renewing, adopting and accepting grace in Jeſus Chriſt 
will fill your ſouts with ravithing comforts upon an ever=- 
laſting account, even then, when your neareſt friends fill 
your heads with weepings, fighings and iad lamentings, 
as ſeeing your dying breath draw fainr and ſhort , and o- 
ther ſymp.omes of death report your change to be very 
near,you will chen g:cher up your ſpirirs,os 0/4 Facob did 


his feet, and not beafraid to ſpeak with your enemy in the- 


gate=-the gate of erernity : Oh grace improved,will ſhew 
you your nanes whitten in the Lambs bock, of life ; wall give 
you ſome foretaſts of thoſe joys , which are in the pre- 
ſence of God ; will lead youin a vifion ofthe Spirit, into 
your fathers houſe, that you 'may ſee thoſe manſion places 
of glory which are prepared for you ; and will open your 
eyes that you may ſee the Angels of God, thoſe bleſſea 
minijlering ſpirits , waiting at your pillows, to wafe your 
ſouls incothe everlaſting embraces of your dear Redeem- 
er ; that you may ſay with the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 1. (to 
ſtill the ſobbings of your ſad relations) We knw, that if 
our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a 
building with God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 


the heavens: That with Moſes you may dye upon the mount T:, 


Kendall. 


of viſion , and with David full of riches and honor, in 2 jn his anſwer 
ſpiricual ſenſe : Oh this confideration will make death- co Mr. Fobn 
tokens, love-tokens and repreſent death'as a meſſenger Goodw:n, pe 


from your dear Jeſus; who Doings the glad tidings of e- 53- 
B 
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verlaſling life : if yon fall by an arrow, yet is that 
arrow ſhot by the hand of God, in more love then Fo- 
aathans wa'to David ; ifby a ftroke of the peſttlence, yet 
thac pcſtilence is no Plague , but fonewhar a harther 
plaſter of all miſeries : wharever be the tury of the di- 
ſcaſe, it is but a chariot of fire to carry you to heaven : 
None of the blefled Fathers ever complained of the uns. 
towardneſs of the way 3 ſo happy are they, in being 
ſeized of their inheritance among the. Saints in l1ghe, 
though they were hurried thither through the darkeft 
valley of the ſhaddow of death : Thus that learned Au- 
thor. 

O friends, mind the annointings of the Spirit, the 
ſealings of the - Spirir , the witneſs of the fpirit, and 
draw up a fair Copy of all the gracious viſits, aftings, 
and workings of your bleſſed Redeemer, by his Spirit, 
unto, and upon your hearts, that. your ſoules may often 
read therein, that ſo when you come to die, as needs 
you mult, a#d be as water ſpilt upon the ground, which can 
be gathered up no more , you may then be ſet down m the 
valley of Achor , nay, may finde the valley of che ſhadow, 
of death, .as the valley of Baracha; God hath pluckt out 
the ſting of death, and ſo death is given as a favour un- 
to you : O read your own bleſſedneſs in the hghrt and 
- princ of the ſpirit, Apoc.1413. Bleſſ-d are the dead that dye 
«naell> inthe Lord, from * benceforth, yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they 
E re w'F *”- may reſt from their labors and their works d» follow them, A 
| <rachady/ 4 Chriſtian, ſays one, is here like quick-lilver , which hath 
5g in it a principle of motion not of reſt , never quiet , like 
Mc. Tr-4p. iz 2 ball upon che rackets, a ſhip upon che waves,but death 
locum. brings him to his reſt, lis body to the grave , which is his 

bed of reſt, Iſa. 57. 2. and his foul into Ab5rahams boſom , 

That reſt which remains t5 the people of God, Heb. 4. 9. And 

your works ſhall follow you ; mors privare poteſt ,Pibus , #07 

operibus , death doth itrip a. Saint of his weal:h,, not of 

his works; there ſhall be a reſurret.on of your prayers, 

and piety, yea honorable mention will be made of your 

charity to the poor Saints,at the greac day, Mat.25.35. T 
| WAS 
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3. Aſober and favourly colle&ion of grace received, 
wilt make you Ilwe beſt co others, No man # born to hin- 
ſelf, fays the heathen, and mo man /1veth to himfelf ſays the 

bly Ghoſt, Rom.14.5, he isa monſter in nature that cen=- 
ters onely upon himſelf, and is fitterto dwell like an 
Anchyret mn a Cell, or like a leper apart, then in a com- 
munity with men and Chriſtians; as there is a circulati- 
on of the blood in natural bodies, that every part may 
receive warmth and fpirits to ſupply its want, and to 
render it ſerviceable to the whole : So onght there tobe 
a circulation of gifts and graces in the body miſtical, up- 


on ſpiritual accounts; therefore ſays the Apoſtle, We 7 


that are ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the w.ak., ei 
ther bear with them, or bear up the infirm and weak 
Chriſtians, as pillars do the poiſe of the whole houſe, or 
parents bear their babes in hte armes,-and not to pleaſe 
our ſelves , that is not to live onely in a way of (elf-plea- 
ſing, as men ated by principles of felf-love, but verf. 2: 
Let every one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good to ediftca- 
tion, for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf + The end of Chriſts 
. coming into the world, was not to ſeck great things for 
himſelf, upon a carnal and ſelf-plcating ſcore 3 nay 
though the cup and croſs were difpleating unto him , as 
man, and he prayed againſtthem , yer when he confide- 
red, that the will of his father was to bring many ſons u#ts 
glory , and that by making the Caprain of their ſalvation per- 
fed through ſ-f-rings, he preſently ſabmitted, and ſaid, 
not my will, but thize be done : Here's our pattern in the 
purſuance of others good; our lives ſhould be as ſo many 
Sermons on the {ife of Chriſt,,as one ſaith 3 this is to walk 
as Chriſt walked, and this will give boldneſs in the day of 

: | Bb 2 judge= 
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Alr. Trap: 
in Mat. 13- 
52. 


Fudgment : Now, we thall beft leck o:4r neighbours good, 
ro edification, when we keep up a ſence of our own wants 
and weakneſs, ſupplics and ſuccours, we ſhall chereby 
belike rhe good Scribe, Matth.13. ver.52. which & infru- 
fed to the kingdome of heaven, who hath things new aid old 
in bis treaſury, to bring forth upon every occaiion : The 
Kabbins Proverb is, Lilmed, le-lammed, Learn, that ye 
may teach; and the Scribe, ix&zs, extrudit copioſe & a= 
lacriter,freely and fully gives forth his ftore to the needy 
hearer :; Chriſtians, as well as Miniſters, muſt be like 
full paps, which pain the nurſe with their fulneſs, and 
therefore draw them out to their babes, that they may 
be drawn ; or like Aromatical trees, which ſweat out their 
ſoverdign gummes and oyls : But alas ! how few ſuch 
ſweating trees grow upon Engliſh ground; how man 

dry breaſts have we every where? and thoſe that are full 


have ſore nibbles, that will not give ſuck becauſe of the 


painfulneſs in drawing ? Truely, when I obſerved this 
great evil amongſt the Chriſtians of our age and Nation,- 
I was preſſed. in ſpirit to provoke unto love and good 
works, and to publiſh my thoughts by way of broth-rly 
advice unto them, that a wiſe and faithful improvement, 
of our own caſes and graces, would excellently advan- 
tage the good of our neighbours : I ſhall inſtance,in ſome 

Particulars. 
1: Your own experiences faithfully communicated 
will mafveilouſly encourage young Converts, they will 
be as a ſtaff in the hand of the weak,. whereon to ſtay : 
New beginners have many fears and pull-backs at their 
firſt ſecting forth for heaven ; many adverſaries that do 
way-lay them, and many enemies that do purſue them 
Egypt at the red fea, and Amaleck, in the wilderneſs : 
Satan levies all his temptation, to render the ſeed of 
race abortive in their ſoules, ſo thar it would bring forth 
fruit to perfefion, at a flow rate, if the Lord Jeſus, who 
planted it, did not alſo water, axd preſerve it, and that 
every moment, Ila. 27. verſ. 3. : Beiides, when (the Lord 
gives a converted {inner a vition of himſelf, lets him ſee 
| his 
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his own vileneſs, the heaps of firi and luft, the ſprings 
and falls of corruption in his nature 3 how he lies under 
the guilt of black and horrid fins, open to the wrath of 
an Almighty and lin-revenging God, and ready to drop 
into the grave and hell, out of which there is no reco-. 
very : Oh the fears that are upon his ſpiric! the diſmal 
thoughts that roul up and down his mind, the dreadfull 
ſound thar is in his ears ! but now, if you that are Chri- 
ſtians of ſome ſtanding in the grace of God, would im- 
part your experiences, and tell him, what your fears, 
and cterrours, and troubles were, and how the Lord gave 
you-in comfort and eſtabliſhment 3 fure, - this would ' 
mightily encourage a young convert, and have a ſpecial 
influx to his peace, quietneſs, and conſolation ! This 
was the Apoltle Payl's way, 1 Tim. 1. ver. 15. This #s 4 
faithfull ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Feſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners 3 That is the Do- 
&rinal part, which indeed flowes with much comfort 
into the hearc of an humble believing finner ; as Mr.Bzl- 
ney, Marcyr, found ina great confliſt : But now the Ap- 
plicatory'part guſheth out with ſtreams of comfort 3 and 
what*s that ? of whom I am ciref ; howbeit T obtained mercy, 
that in me firſt, Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long-ſ- for- 
ing, for a pattera to them, which ſhould hereafter beli-ve on 
him to life everlaſting ;, as if he had ſaid, Qne great reaſon .- 
( nexc to the ſecret purpoſe of his own free grace ) why 
this grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was ſo exceeding 
abundant towards me, even to a pleonaſme of mercy,was, 
that T mighc be held forth, asa pattern of free grace, as 
a monument of pardoning and ſparing mercy to all {in- 
laden and fin-loathing perſons ( who are the true Peni- 
tents): Oh how would a woundedſpirit, yet healing, 
a broken heart binding, and a drooping ſoul reviving 
from ſuch diſcoveries of mifery and mercy, of guilt and 
grace, lin and ſalvation there wouldno: be {ich tinking 
of ſpirit, neither would the wounds of many be io long, 
raw, and bleeding, if experienced Chriitians would be 
free in communicating their conditions and comforts : 
unca 
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unto them, and would, like the good Samaritan, pour in 
the wine and oyl of their experienced mercy. 
2. This would be a mighty ſupport to weak believers, 

the experiences of ffronger Chriitians, rightly imparted, 

and imvrooved, will 'exceeding bucrreſs up cheir faith ; 

alas! when God firſt opens their eyes, they fee men 

walking afar off, as trees, chey have but 1mperf:& appre- 

heniions of Goſpel depths : Godlineſs 1s fo great a My- 

ſtery ; the work of Redemption in all its cauſalicies, 
concurrences, and qualifications, 15 fo myſterious, wrapr 

up ſo much in the glory of divine wiſdome, held forch 

under ſuch ſeeming impoſlibilities to carnal reaſon, and 
contradiftions to corrupt nature, that they are ready to 
Nuuguam Cy out, How Can theſe things be ? John 3. verſ.q. And if 

-156,09 Hh theſe things be ſo, who then can be ſaved ? Luke 18. verſ. 26 
natiurad —_—_ FI oF 4 -— othy 
murabit fo and are afraid to give afſenc unto thoſe deep Myſteries, 
ſua 'nrdy ASthe truths of God; but when the Lord hath helped 
#t virgop'* them over theſe doubts and difficulties, that they ſet 
zret» xec theirſeal to the Goſpel, as poken by the Lord, and con- 
ov riintae firmed by them that heard him, God alſo bearing them witneſs, 
careret: with (ignes and wonders, and divers miracles and gifs: of. the 
as that Iew Holy Ghoſt, according 10 his own will, Heb. 2.3, 4+ ſo that 
ſaid. they do willingly embrace this ſo great ſalvation; yet 
alas ! the greateſt work of faith is behind, and that is to 

live upon the promites,co appropriate Jeſus Chriſt,to. put 

on Chrift, cob<lieve that he 4 made unto us of God,wiſdom, 
righieouſucſ. geolin;ſs,end redempti.n, Cor. zo.Chriſtus vivit, 

Chrift livech was Lutzers mocto, and Chritt Iivechy mn me, 
loveth me, and gave himſelf for me, is the language of 

: -orAgryend he 

ww. ou) faith, Gal,2.20. true faitn inaviduatech Chriſt, and 
Mr- 2 74.7” appropriateth him to a mans telf, this is the pith and 
C212: 20. power of particular faith : But ah ! -how long doth many 
a poor ſouilye upon the bankes of Fordan,before he can 

waft over te the land of Canaan: Some of the Saints 

have many a hard pull for faith ; they are fain to tug 

hard wich tears and doubrings; fomerimes faith 1s up 

and fear down ; ſometimes fear is up and faich is down. 
Why now, itftrong believers,” who bave the work,of fazth. 
| | fulfilled 
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fulfilled iu their hearts with ſome power, 2 Thelf, rt. 11, who 
have paſſed through the ſeveral ſtages of fear and faith , 
and have found thole very fears and troubles intheir own 
ſouls ; if ſuch would recerve the weak in faith affetiu chari-" 
tatzs, inito the boſome and embracement of Chriſtian 
love, not making them queſtion-ick, by donbrful diſprtati- 
0n5, Rom.14. 1. but deal tenderly and gently with chem, 
and give them a free and full account of their former 
fears and preſent faith, recounting their experiences, 
how, and in what methods, the Lord hath given them 
an eſtabliſhment in the faith ; ſure, it would much con- 
duce,through the grace and blefling of Godzto the quiet= 
ing, ſtrengthening, and confirming of weak believers : 
ſuppoſe I thould labor under a dittemper , which 11 ics 
nature and to ſome is mortal , and a friend te}ls me, he 
hath had the ſame diſeaſe in the ſame height, and ac- 
companied wich che ſame pains, and that in the uſe of 
ſuch and ſuch means, he had cure, and now 1s a health- 
ful man; though I cannot be recovered by fuch a narra- 
tive, yet Iam perſwaded to uſe thoſe medicines, and am 
raiſed up to an exp:ancy of cure in the right ufe of 
them : So when a believer, who hach been upon the rack 
of fearSand diftdences, comes to a doubting Chr tian, 
that is torn 1n peices as 1t were,with them,andwhoſe ſpirit 
even {inks within him, and tells him, char it was fo with 
him, that he wrettled long with diſcouragements, and it 
a pet of unbelief was ready to throw up all, crying ont, 
all men are lyars z; thar notwithſtanding , what this 
Prophet and that Apoſtle, this Preacher, and that 
Preacher hath ſaid, 1 ſhall periſh in my fins, and be a 
caſt-away to all Eternicy, and taat chen, rhe Lord came 
in, led him by the hand of his ſpirit, co this and thar 
Promiſe; ſhewed him the ſealed fonnr ain open, Lech. 13. 
verſ.1. the bloud of Chriſt, as a fountain, therefore full, 
and as open, therefore frce, boch to pardon 1in, and 
purge uncleannel(s,and that now,ve i jutified by faith,and 


' hath peace with G:d through feſws Cori:i; Rom.5. verſ.1. 


yeaz joy in God, through Jetus Chrift, by whom he 
. hath 
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hath now received the attonement, verſ.10. Thou I fay, 
a believer cannot ſpare any oyl, out of his own veffe}, 
to ſupply the wanc of another with, nor work faith in 
his heart, ( that being the pecuhar work of the Lord 
Jeſus, Heb. 12. ver. 2, ) yet ſuch diſcoveries as theſe will 
mightily raiſe up the heart of a finking Chriftian, and 
beger in hima hopeful! expefancy of faich, in this evi- 
dence of it ; however he brings him up to che Conclu- 
ſion, To fear the Lord, and obey tne voice of bis ſervant, 
yea, though be walkin darkneſs, and ſees no light, yer to truſt 
in the Lord, and ſtay upen hs God, Ila. 50. verſ. 10. And 
thus is his ſoul quieted in this recumbenc act of Faith, 
untill the day dawn, and the day itar ariſe in his 
hearc. 

You will live beſt to others, when,* in the ſenſe and 
evidence of Grace received, you communicate your 
experiences , by way of comfort , unto others, in theſe 
4 particular caſes ; 

I. Inthe black day of Perſecution. 

2. In the ſad hour of Temptation. 

3. In the dark night of ſpirituall defertion. 

4. In the bewailed want of the Spirits witneſs to 
Son-ſhip and ſalvation : which caſes the Saints of God 
do uſually meet withal, whileſt they are at home in the 
body, and 1n the Apoſtles ſenſe,abſent from the Lord,2 Cor. 

« VEN. 6. 

: 1. You that are experienced Chriſtians may mnch 
underprop a ttmorous and faint-hearted Profefſour in 
dayes of Perſecution ; when his fears are great , his 
dangers many, and his courage low : Have you not 
heard a ſervant of the Lord, ſadly ſpeaking this Lan- 
guage, I expect every hour an Apparitour, or Purſe- 
vaunt, to ferch me to the Court or Counſel ; But. I fear 
I ſhall wrong the cauſe and Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
that I ſhall not be able to give an anſwer to them that ask, 
+e, a reaſon of the hope that js in me, 1 Pet. 3. ver. 15. nor 
repel the ſubtil arguments, which will be drawn up 
againſt the Truth, and thereby ſhall bring ſhame upon 

| my 
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my ſelf, reproach upon Religion, and diſhonour to the 
Lord Jeius. Now if an experienced Chriſtian ſhall reply, 
Is rhis thy fear ? do ſich thoughts. as theſe ſadden thy 
ſpirit ? come, cheer up man 3 this isa path that I have 
troden; I have been called out to bear witneſs to rhe 
truth, before as learned ſubtil Inquijitours as theſe be, 
and was under mvich trouble what to ſay, and how to 
anſwer, being then low in knowledg, and weak in judg- 
ment, but 1 founa that promiſe made good unto me, 
Luke 21, ver.15. I will give you a mouth and wiſdome, wich 
all your adverſa: ies (hai! #:t be ableto gainſuy or reſt 3 1 was 
ſupplyead trom on high both with Invention and Elocu- 
tion, that I migh: {ay with Luther, Neſcio unde venunt 
ite meditariones , I know not whence thoſe Arguments, 
Anfwers, and QObj-<tions came ; but ſure, it was the 
Spirit of my Father which ſpake in me, and the Promiſe 
1s univerſal, oo all the Saints, when brought to a day 
of rrial 3 How bravely did Axne Aſcue, Alice Driver, and 
other poor women , anſwer the Doftours, and put 
them to a #92p!as ? Fear not then, For it ſhall be given 
you in that ſame hour , what you ſhall peak,, Matth. 10. 

verſ. 19. | 
A Second Complaint of a poor Chriſtian is this; I have 
wife and children ro take care for, my heart goes out 
exceeding much unto them, it goes very near me, tO 
bring them into an eſtate of want and povertie 3 and 
therefore I much fear, that I ſhall grudge exceedingly 
to ſuifer a confhfeation of mine Eftate for conſcience 
ſake ; I ſhall be loath ro draw up mine own will in mine 
own bloud, and give away all mine Eftate from my dear 
relations, that ſtrangers thall inherit my labours, and 
the children of mine own body ſhall be turned out of 
doors: a fad tryal! enough to daſh thoſe generous ſpirits 
of the Goſpel,-in that heart, where fleſh and bloud are 
conſulted with ; Buc now if an cxperienced believer 
ſhall cake him to task, and tell him in the word of faith- 
fulneſs; O friend, this was my caſe; I. had a fair inhe- 
ritance deſcended upon me, had much improved it by 
| GC c my 
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my care and induttry, God gave me a frritfull vine, with 
many Olive branches round about my Table, which made 
my heart full loath to forſake all, and to follow Chriſt; 
it cur: me-to the heart tothink, that, for Religion and 
conſcience ſake, I thould be cruel co mine own fleſh, and 
make voul their title to any, who, by the Law of nature, 
aid nations, have a righe unto all; but chrough the 
go00d hand of my God, when I was called to it; TI was 
crucified to the world, and the woil was crucifhed to 
me ; the Lord had ſo taken the world out of my heart, 
and filld it ſo much with heaven, and drawn up my re- 
lations to that height of ſelf-denial, that chey ſpake to 
me the woras of Origen to his Father Leonides ( who ſuf- 
Mr,Fox,A&t.feredin the ffch Perſecution ) Cave tibi, ne quid propter 
& Mon. vol. nos aliud quam martyrii conſtanter faciendi pr. ſpoſitum cogites; 
I-Pf9.70, Beware, leſt for our ſakes, and out of principles of love 
to us, you take up any other reſolution, then what be- 

comes a faithfull martyr, and conf-ſflour of the Lord 

Jeſus; ſo that I was able to take joyfully the ſpoiling of my 

goods, knowing that in heaven IT had a better and more end:- 

ring ſubſtance, Heb.10; ver.34. and to truſt my ſelf and 

| family in the hands of that Jeſus Chriſt, who hath given 
Julian the this aſſurance to every one, that hath forfaken houſes or 
Apoltate Jands, for his name ſake, that he ſhall receive an hundred 
put Valerts- 914, and ſhall inherit eternal life Matth.19. ver.29. and to 
2141 Ot Or take his word, who hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
the Triune” ke thee, Heb. 13. verſ.5. === and blefſed be his name 
{hip for his $ 5 
I have found much of this made good by my own expe- 


nap and rience 3 I have not loft by that, which I loſt for Chriſt : 
" wardhad Queen E!izabeth would not have withed her felf a Milk- 


the Empire maid, when impriſoned for the Goſpel ſake, if ſhe had 
* calt upon foreknown,gwhat a happy Raign of four'and fourty years 
h1m, the Lord had reſerved her unto. 

| - 3- Bur a third Complaint { which, as the great deep, 
ſwallowes up the two firſt) of a poor Chriitian is this 3 
though I ſhould not: have much to loſe, or the Lord 
ſhould give me a heart willingly to loſe it for the Goſpel 
ſake, yet Tam afraid I ſhall never burn for Chrilt, but 
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when I come to the ſtake, I ſhall prove a wretched Apo- 
ſtate, and fhalt be farre from the courage of that brave 
Marcyr Biſhop Hooper, who, being brought to the ſtake; 


at GioCeſter, a box with a pardon in it was ſet before him, Mr. Cars. » 


iz Vita Pas 


which when he knew, he cryed out, If you love my ſoul, 


away with it; if you love my ſoul, away with it : Oh ! great #74 


have been the fears of many in times of perſecucion: Bur 
Nnow when an experimental Chriſtian ſpall ſay unto the fear- 
full, Be ſtrong: Let notthe light of fire and faggot daunt 
thee : Juſt chusit was with me, I verily feared, that rhe 
iight of a ſtake made ready with fire and faggot for me, 
would have made me run out of my wits, and Religion 
too, and yielded to a bate compliance, to have ſaved 
this carkaſs : But I bleſs the Lord, when I was haleJ ro 
the priſon, dragg'd tothe dungeon, and threatened with 
a tormenting death, unleſs I would receive the mark of the 
beaſt, and worſhip the whore ; I then found the incomes 
of the fpiric fo plencifully, received ſuch an Heroick 
faith, inſo high a meaſure, and was ſo fraught with 
Chriſtian magnanimity, that I am humbly bold to per- 
ſwade my elf, (had I then been call'd to it )I ſhould 
have ſuffered Martyriome with much cheerfulne(s, and 
comfort, Ihad that ſet upon'my heart, which was upon 
Mr.Bilxey's, who being told, that fire was very hot, re- 
plyed, I know it, having often tryed it, by putting my 
tinger into the flame of a candle; yet I am perfwaded by 
Gods holy word, and the experience of ſome ſpoken of 
init, thac, in the flame they fclc no heat, and in the 
fire no conſumption ; and I believe, that though the 
{tubble of my body be conſumed, yet my ſoul ſhall be 
purged thereby,and afcer ſhort pain, will be in joy un» 
ipeakable.--- I believed that Promiſe, Iſa.44. v. 2. her 
thou walkeit through the fire, thou ſhalt nt be burnt, neither 
ſhall the flame kindle upon the : doubtlets, if this courſe 
was duely obſerved, the people of the Lord would be 
betrer prepared for a day of ſuffering: Mow did the 
Primitive Martyrs, and our Mari/a# Sutterers comfort 
and encourage gt another againkt the day of {laughter ? 
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And certainly, the Chriſtians of our time,” would beſt 
live totheir weak Brethren, if, by communicating their 
experiences unto them, they would endeavour to pre- 
pare them for a ſuffering time, nor knowing, bur the 
Lord may call ſome of us unto it. | 
You thar are expirienced Chriſtians may ſhew much 
kindneſs, by way of comfort unto tempted ones, if you 
would impart unto them the goodneſs of the Lord, and 
the ſuccours from an high, which you have found in an 
hour of temptation ; if you would give your hearts a 
vent, and pour forth your experiences into their bo- 
ſomes; Oh, nothing more uſual then to have Chriſtians 
tempted;, nor, then to hear them under temptations 
crying out, Never was any poor creature tempted as I 
am; never had any.ſuch buffetings as I have; never 
were ſuch black lines drawn in any Chriſtians ſoul, as are 
in mine 3 and indeed, Sathau loves to hear them cry out, 
was ever grief like mine? did everany feel ſuch terrours 
and tempeſts,in their ſoules,as I do iti mine?Surely,the day 
of the fierce wrath of the Lord x upon me, Lam.1.12.It is the 
Devils maſterpeice of pollicy,to perſwade tempted Saints, 
that their ſorrow is great, that their ſorrow 1s from the 
Lord, that their great ſorrow is from the Lord, ina way 
of fierce anger, and that it is a none-ſuch calamity ; for 
hereby he perſwades the Saints to hard thoughts of God, 
and that God hath hard thoughts of chem; this he at- 
tempted upon Fob, by making his wife, not a miſerable 
Reverend comforteronely, but a miſerable counſeller alſo, when 
and lcarned. ſhe ſayes, Fob 2. ver.g. Doſt thou ſtill retain thine integrity ? 
Mr.Car7/,10 Doſt thou tear God ſtill ? love God ſtill ? have honourable 
his Lectues thoughts of God ſtill ? :canft thou imagine, that God 
upon this {ſhould ſend, or ſuffer all- theſe evils upon thee, and yet 
SCNIPLUe  1Gye thee, yet bear the good-will of a Father unto thee ? 
he 4 ; 
== \ ad ſurely no,thon putteſt a wrong Interpretation upon theſe 
ES Cad providences,and therefore anſwer hatred with hatred, 


t of ex- | 
cor pag, Wrath with wrath, revenge with revenge 3 curſe Gudy? +: 
2759276, let fly in the very face of God; let the world knoi 


277,278, him to be ſuch a God, as thon findeſt him to by 
arlht® 
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harth God, an unmercifull God, a cruel Maſter to his beſt 
ſervants, and an implacable adverſary to his belt friends. 

This ſeems to be the ſence of thoſe words, curſe God 3 
for Bereck,, as it ſignifies bowing the knee, or {peaking 
ill, as, 1 Kings 21. verſ.10. The falſe witneſſes laid it to 
Naboths charge, That he did blaſpheme God and the King, 
yet the word is, Berekath = from Bereck, Thus Fob 1.v.5. 
and Ver.11. theſame 1s uſed ; ſo that, we need not tiudy 
Arguments to acquit our Tranflatours of blame , for 
rendring the word Curſe God 3 This reaſon is given by 
a learned Expoſitour, That the crime of blaſpemy Was mn, ph. 
| ſo odious, yea execrable in thoſe dayes, that though the MN , pas 7 
Hebrews had a proper word to expreſs it by, yec they As w 
choſe rather to exprels it by a word, which fignifies, to 
bleſs or praiſe God : and there is much probabilicie, 
that this15 the ſence of the word-, becauſe the Law a- 11n'e this 
oainſt blaſphemy was capital, and puniſhed the offender $ ns >? | 
with death, Levit.24.,ver.15,16. Whoſgever curſeth bz; God, 105 was be- 
ſhall bear his fin 5 aud he that blaſpemeth the name of the Lord, fore the Law 
he ſhall ſurely be put to death, and all the Congregati-n ſhall Ws given, 
Certainly ſtone him; as well the firanger, as the dweller in the 15 <he Judge 
land, when he blaſphemeth the name of the Lord, ſhall he be 3=2t ot 
put to death: Now then che advice of 70b's wife is this, Songs 
Curſe God, and die; that is, if thou cartieſt God, the law Mer ER 
of blaſphemy will reach thee, thou wilt be froned to TI Tab, Ch, 
death, and ſo have a ſpeedy cure of all thy fores and M-. Cary! 
ſorrows; Thus Mr. Cary! gives the ſence, page 281. and 11d Pfr 
betcer It is tody painfully, then live milerably: if the Yecthen had 
had intended a word of counſel unto kim, that, not- they the Law 
withſtanding all thefad Providences upon him, yet he 2d light of 
ſhould bleſs and praiſe God under them, why ſhould ſhe 2aturey by 
add, and die? this would not have made him culyable which they 
before man, much leſs, more provoked God againſt him : punilin 
and cercainly, Fob's reply clears it up, verſ. 10. Thou Va Y 
fea keft as one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketh: Nabal implies ag Me —_— 

. - 2% TVs « aryl, 

well a wicked per{on,as a fool,as Pſal.14.1.Nba! bathſaid jq joc 28, 
in bis heart, there is ns God, and ſure this perion isa fool es 
- upon a Religious,and moral as well as a natural account, 
| Satan 
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2. Satan by this means would beſt reach the end he pro- 
poſed, and prove the truth of what he had afferted,chap. 
1.11. Put forth thy hand aow ang touco all by ſubſtance, and 
h- will curſe thee to thy face, So Chap. 2.5. Oh the exyeri- 
ence of tempted Saints is the beit Expoliitor of this 
os they will cell you , what ſharp and fad aſſaults 


ave been made upon them, and what hard thoughts of 


God have been inje&ed into them : Oh that this mighr 
more caution us,not to entertain any unworthy thought 
of God, which in its kind is blaſphemy, as heart-adulte- 
ry is adultery. Oh bewail and beware of the Ranters 
ſpirit ; tis probable he began wich an undervaluing 
thonght of God, which was the Serpents head, andthen 
that finding wellcome, as the ſeed and ſpawn of an opi=- 
nion and ſe, hewrigled in his whole body and tail allo, 
by bold and blaſphemons oaths, curſes, and Atheiſtical 
conclutions : Ah friends its our wiſdom objtare principris, 
to ſtop the firſt leak that 1s ſprung, totcatter the firſt puff 
of this ſmoak, which rifeth trom che bottomleſs pit , leaſt 
it gather inco ſuch thick clouds about our ſouls, that it 
dims our eyes, damps our comforts, and deads our hearts 
alſo ; and in all our temprations, it would be much our 
wiſdom to conſult the experiences of the Lords tryed 
ones; for ſurely, ſuch may much advance comfort, and 
much adyantage the recovery of tempted ones, if they 
parallel their condition with therr own , and tell them, 
thus and thus have we been tempted, in all points like 
unto you, and the Lord ftood by us in the day of our try- 
al, and hath aow bruiſed Satan under our feet , and hath 
with the gemptation made 4 way r0 eſcape, 1 or. 10. 13. we 
have found , that it 1s the common lot of all Saints to 
be tempted, and that God is faithful in his fuppties and 
tuccogs, when they aretempred, and therefore rhe Ged 
and father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the father of mercies,and 
God of all comfort. who hath comfortcd us in all our trioulati- 
04 (: hrongh rempracion) hath enabled ws to Comfort vou in 


theſe your troubles, by. the comfort wherewiih we our felves 


bave been comforted of God, 2 COre 1. 3,4+ for as the crofles 
| {ſo 
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fo the comforts of Saints are parallel , as the deſeaſe ſo 


the cure is the ſame , which experienced grace and ſuc- 
cour well applyed, will much advance in the hearts of 
tempted ones, 

3- There isa third caſe wherein experiences imparted 
and improved would f{ingularly tend to the comfort of 0- 
rhers , and that is, in the dark night of ſpiritual deſer- 
tion : it is not always clear day withthe Saints 3 the Sun 
of righteouſnels is often clouded, ſometimes echpled to 
them : and ſurely the voiage is very uncomfortable, 
when tor many days together, neither Sun nor Moon , 
nor Star appear unto them ; it is the preſence of God , 
that giveth light and life unto the ſoul, and theretore 
when God hides his face they are troubled, Pſal. 30. 7. I his 
caſt che Spouſe into a ſwooning fit , you may finde her 
dead up the ground, Cart.'5.6. My ſou! failed , ceaſed all 
vital operation; andif'yon inquire into her diſtemper 
what it was that came ſo near her heart , ſhewill cell you 
My beloved hath withdrawn himſelf and is gone « he hath 
hid himſelf and I cannot firids him, he hath broke up 
houſe and gone ; and it Chriſt be gone all is gone vzith 
her; ſhe had ſuch panges of love,ſucb a Puroxiſme of Conju- 
gal affefiion, that theabſence of iter beloved ſtruck cold 
to her very heart : juſt as ic was with Micha, Judg. 18.233 
24. When the Danites had plundered him of bis Prieſt , his 
Ephod and bis Teraphim, he runs crying, after them, and when 
they ſaid unto him, what aileſt thou 2 O ſays he, you have ta- 
ken away my God , and my Prieſt , and arg gone away : and 
what have I more ? Alas! ye have undone me, ye have 
lefc me God-le(s and Pricit-leſs, and what have I more ? 
All T have left is but lumber, is but as empty caskes 3. my 
eltate,my riches, my comfort, niy happ'neſslay in theſe: 
So.it1S With a gracious ſoul, wife is nothing, children no- 
thing, friends nothing, honor nothing, eſtate nothing , 
all nothing , when Chriſt is gone; what have I more 
ſays a poor believer ? aiid if ever poor, nowis heſoin 
his own appreheafion : Ah ! Chrift is ſo kis all, that 
when Chriſt is gone (though indeed he is but —_— a= 
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{idea lirtle,he loves his unto the end,and therefore never 
leaves them)all is gone with him ; peace gone, joy gone, 
comfort gone, hope gone,faith gone, I, and heaven coo in 
his thoughts, and what are all his enjoyments then, but 
dorſs & dogs-meat,bur trath and lumber?many ſad ltories 
may be told on this ſubje&:che bitternetis of {oul that che 
Saints have felt in the withdrawings of Chriſt , hath 
been exceeding fad: How at ſuch a time as this, if Mint- 
ſters and-Chrittian friends apply promile after promiſe, 
ſpeak comfort in the (weeteſt and molt Evangelical ſtrain 
that can be, yer no plaiſter will ſtick, no cordial will ſtay, 
no comfort will be taken ; he will tell yougthey are ble(- 
ſed who havea right to promiſes , but I have none Goſ> 
pel-priviledges are a precious portion, Bur not to me : 
they are bleſſed whoſe unrighteoninels 1s forgiven , and 
whoſe fin is covered , but mine is charged ; there is full- 
neſs of joy in the preſence of God , burl am a caft-our : 
they are happy indeed that ſhall ſpend eternity in hea- 
ven, but I thall never come thither : Many expretlions 
of this nature, ſpeaking much diftreis of foul, and much 
diſpair , have faln from the lips of Saincs in times of 
great deſertion : If Iſrael make them a golden calf, ic is 
in the abſence of Mz:ſes, and if ever Satan gain upon che 
Saints, it muſt be when Chrift is withdrawn , he knows 
that, and therefore he prefſerh hard upon them ar tuch a 
time, nowTIam much perſwaded tha: if an experienced 
Chriſtian would make an humble and fairhful narrative 
of his own condition to a deſerte:! Saint, and rell h:m, 
ſuch hath been my caſe ; time was when che Lord bid his 
face from me, when the lovingkindneſfl-s of God wer: ſput 
up in diſpleaſure againſt me, when I had loſt all communi- 
on with God, all ſenſe of pardoning and accepting grace 
with Goa, when I could not poure forth my ſoul in 
prayer unco God, and when I had no incomes by way 
of comfort from God ; though Miniſters and Chriiſtians 
ſpake comfortably unto me,- 1pread the precious truths, 
proniiſes and priviledges of the Goipel before me., and 
argued clearly and convincingly concerning my ſpirit nt 
YE a 
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all eſtate, proving by evident demonſtrations that I was 
in a ſtate of grace, a chiid of God' an heir of life , and 
under the peculiar love of God , though at preſeiit the 
ſence thereof was ſuſpended for a little while : yer fuch 
a damp had ſeized upon my fpirit , my ſoul was ſo filled 
wich horrors, and ſuch ſad apprehenfions had I of fin 
and wrath, thatlT lay at the very gatesof hell; nay ſo 
ſubtle a diſputant was I, being prompted by that old. 
Sophiſter the devil, that I conld frame ſuch arguments, 
ſo full of fraud and fallacies, that all my friends could 
not anſwer them, and could with that readineſs anftwer 
all their arguments, that there was none could tell how 
to, oppole me}, ſo thac I criumphed, as it were, in that 
ſad victory , thar I had baftled all my opponents, and 
held up the cudygels azainſtall comers : But by the good- 
neſs of the Lord, the mitt 1s broke up;che clouds are ſcat- 
tered, the face of God appears again, and I finde joy, 
and peace, and comtort in my ſoul : yea the beams of 
Gods favor ſhine brighter, and the ſtreams of conſolati- 
on run more freſh and freely then ever they did; I found 
that precious promiſe made good to me, 1/a.54.7,8,9. For 


a little while have T forſaken thee , but with great compaſsion 


will I gather thee, for a moment in mine anzer, I hide my face 
from thee for a little ſeaſon, but with ever/aſting mercy have I 
had compaſcion 0# thee, ſays the Lord thy Redeemer , for this 
is unto me as the waters of Noah : for as T bave ſworn that 
the waters of Noah ſhuuld n9 more go over the earth, . ſo have I 
ſworn that IT would net be anzry with thee, mor rebuke thee; for 
the mountains ſhall depart , and the hills be rem:ved, but my 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee , ne-:ther ſhall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that hath mercy on 
thee : And therefore be comforted O thou deſerted Saint, 
the Lord Jeſus ſtands at thy door and mocks; open,open then 
unto. him, and he -will come in to thee and ſup with thee and 
thou with him, Rev.3.20, There is a tableſpread, his com- 
forts are diſhed,out, the chairs are all ready ſet, and Iam 
ſent. asa meſſenger from the Lord, to invite thee to this 
banquet, aud to aflure thee , in the name of wy =_ 
we . efus, 
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J:ſus, that thou ſhalt eat many a meal at his table, .and 
thy countenance ſhall be nu) more ſad,Prov. 12.25- Heavineſs 
in the heart of man maketh'it ſtoop, but a good word maketh 
it glad :; Oh ſure! theſe experiments,as to deſertion,and 
as toconſolation , as to the withdrawings, and the res 
turns of Gods favour,would marvailoufly revive a droops 
ing Saint , and make his ſtooping heart'glad : my rea- 
ſons-are thele. | 

1. Becauſe the methods of God in correCGing and com- 
forting his people are the ſame, their tryals and their 
triumphs are alike ; as face anſwers face in a glaſs, ſo the 
condition of one Saint anſwers another : - There #5 #0'new 
thing under the. Sun; that which is now hath been:there is 
no temptation bappeneth to any, but what is Common to man, 
1Cor.19.13. Yea, the beſt of men. 

2. Becauſe experiments/-gain much aathority with us; 
we are apt to'expedtt gond from a probatum eſt, in order to 
natural ſoto a ſpiritual cure; Come ſee a man which told 
me all things that ever I did, is not this the Chriſt ? ſays the 
woman to the Samaritanes, foh.4.29. and upon this they 
went out of the City and came unto him ; this was the 
method of Saint Fobx in his firſt Epiſtle ch.x.1,3.That which 
was from the beginning , which we have heard, which we have 
ſeen with our eyes, which we have looked upon , and tur hands 
bave handled of the word of life, that which we have ſ:en and 


heard, declare we unto you, that. ye alſo ntay" bave fellowſhip 


with us ; and truely our fellowſhip is with the father and with 
bis Son Feſus Chriſt, | | «4 
3- Becauſe God will. hereby ſet a greater mark of honor 
upon the"Saints,” and make them with 'more-affe&tionare- 
neſs love one another, when they find that the-eye hath 
need of the hand,and the head'otthe foot, rCor.x2.21.that 
they are mutually dependent upon, and mutually ſer 
viceable one to another-: Ir is much my thoughts, that 
in the way propoſed, the people of God would be more 
comforted one by another , .and their hearts would be 
more knit up-in love one to another. 7 
4- You will live beſt to others , when you draw wo 
| 75s | the 
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the ſenſe and experience, which ye have found of the 
love of Go4, by way of hope andhelpfulneſs unto thoſe 
thac mourn under the want of the ſpirits witneſs to 
| their Son-fhip and ſalvation; with whar holy earneſtneſ(s 
doch many a fervant of the Lord preſs after aſſurance ? 
how would he accept of it, as a good bargain indeed, if 
purchaſed with the lofs of all outward enjoyments ? and 
how 1s it with many as it was with Pay!, 1n another caſe, 
2 Cor. 2.13. Thad not reſt in my ſpirit , becauſe T found not 
Titus my brother ; Certainty of ſalvation is this Titxs, the 
abtence whereof fills the ſoul with a ftrange unquietneſs, 
breathing after irin every duty, in every ordinance, in 
every promiſe ; they are ſtrangers to the prayers and 
practices, tears and troubles of the Saints, that are igno- 
rant ofchis. That certainty of falvation is attainable, 
is a clear trath, 1Foh. 5.13. Theſe things write T unto:you , 
that believe on the name of the Son of Ged, that ye may know 
ye have ctcrnal life, nor with the certainty of hope onely 
(as the Papiſts ſay) bur of faith alſo, in the foretaſtes of 
after-bleſledneſs, Apoc.,2.17.T0 him that overcome will T give 
to eat of the hidden manna , and will give him a white ſtone , 
with a new name written in it, which no man knoweth , ſaving 
he that hath received it 3 indeed, this ſealing of the holy 
Spirit of Promiſe, 1s a certain divine impreflion of light, 
a certain unexpreſſable aſſurance that we are the Sons 
of God; a certain ſecret manifeſtation that God hath re- 
ceived us, and put away our fins3 Ifay, ſays worthy 


Dr. Preſton, tis ſuch a thing, which no man -Knows, but N-wy Cove» 
he chat hath receivedit : itis a wondrous thing , and ifnant2.399- 


there were not ſome Chriſtians, that do feel it and know 
it, you might believe that there was noſuch thing, that 
it were but a fancy and Enthuftaſme ; bur it 1s certairt 
that there are a generation of men , which know, what 
this ſeal of the Lordis ; now then if ſuch as do. experi- 
mentally know it, and know how they attained unto it, 
would be but free in their communications , how mighc 
they be as faithful guides unto thoſe, ho ack, the way to 


Dd 2 way 


Zion, with their faces thitherwerd 2 how might they ſer up 
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way marks for them, andled them by cheir ports within 
the view, yea to the ſuburbes of heavenly Feruſalem ? tell- 
ing them, this courſe we ſteered, we were much in pray= 
er,much in an humble attendance upon Goſpel-appoint- 
ments , ninchin ſearching of the Holy Scriptures, much 
in conteſting againſt all corruptions ,, much ina dueand' 
ſerious tryal of our own ſpiritual eſtate , and gave much 
diligence to make our calling and elefion ſure, 2 Pet.1.10.We 
did not go to the univerſity of elefion,untill we had been at the 
Grammer-School of vocation ( as one ſaith) we began be- 
low at ourſan&ification, at the work and truth of grace 
in our hearts , and ſo gradually afcended ſtep by ſtep 
unto the top-ftone of our elefion; we framed a Sillo- 
giſme of aſſurance from the witneſs of water and blood,and 
the Lord at length, ſuperadded the witneſs of his ſpirit : 
This we did and blefled be the Lord, we are ſealed with 
that boly ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheri-. 


_ Fauce, untill the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, Eph. 


1.13,14- and therefore go you and do likewite ; pray in 
hope, wait in hope, and believe in hope, under the per- 
ſwaſion, that the viſion zs for an appointed time , but at the 
end, it ſhall ſpeak and not lye ; though it tarry, wait for it, 
becauſe it will ſurely come , and will not tarry, Hab. 2.3. we 
can ſet our ſeal of experience to this truth, though we 
waited long, yet the viſion hath ſpoken; onr ſouls have 
heard the ſpeakings of God by his ſpirit, in peace and 
Joy : and a rejoycing hope of glory to come; and bleſ- 
ſed be Got it. doth nortlye, it 1s not a preſumptuous 
brag , an opinionative boaſt, which vaniſheth into ſmoak 
and air ina time of tryal; but a real evidence of divine 
love, and demonſtrative afſurance of our eternal blefſed- 
neſs : Therefore fear not, ye ſervants of .the Lord, Who 
walk, in darkneſs and as yet ſee n0 light , light is ſown for the 
righteow,and gladneſs for the upright in heart,Pſal.97.11.the 
ſeed time is paſt, and the harveſt is drawing on, you ſhall 
have your fheavs of joy alſo; the viiion that hath ſpoke 
to us, will ſpeakto you alſo; Our Lord Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and God even our Father, which hath loved us , and gi- 
ven 
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ven us everlaſting conſolation , an4 good hope through grace, 
will comfort your hearts and ſtabliſh y0u in every good word 
and work, 2Theſl.2.16,17. O how may the Saints of God, 
in all theſe caſes, mutually contribure to the comforting, 
councelling, oy 7 cw edifying each other in their 
mojt holy faith , if they would be free m communicating 
their experiences to oneanother, and more frequent in 
holding up communion one with another: The wife man 
tells us, As Iron ſharpeneth Iron , ſo a man ſharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend ; the point of moſt Chriſtian zeal 
is very blunt; they are ſharp enough in cenſures, and 
contentions, to draw blood of the credit,yea the confci- 
ences of their brethren : Buc what edge would be ſet up- 
on their zeal in the beſt ſenſe, and for the beſt things, if 
they would often meet together in love, and ſharpen 
each other by holy conferrences? may not the neglect 
of Chriſtian communion rightly managed , be mucha 
cauſe of our diviſions, and animoſities? and would it 
not bea healing means, as to love and union amongſt the 
Saints ? would it nor procurea right underſtanding to 
prevent Schiſms and parties ? would it not meeken the 
ſpirits of difſenting brethren ? would it not daſh thoſe 
hot vapors, which fly up into the heads of many , and 
diſtemper their brains with notions and niceties ? and 
may it not through the bleſſing of God,have an hopefull 
tendency to the quickening,comforting, confirming, and 
ſpiricualizing the Saints, the whole Nation over ? Mal.z. 
16.Then(in a time bad enough,andit may be,much worſe 
then ours, whatſoever ſome men ſay ) they that feared the 
Lord, ſpake often. one to another, and the Lord hearkened and 
heard, and a book, of remembrance was writ before the Lord, 
for thoſe that feared him and thought upon his name,&c.W hat 


an encouraging prattice of the Saints and promiſe of the 


Lordis here, to quicken us up toa ſuitable carriage ? we 
have had much talk of Claſſical Aflemblies, of teaching 
and ruling Elders co advance the diſcipline of Chritt : 
O that we might have (bear the word, 'and blame not 
the wiſh) Claflical communions of Miniſters , and _ ri 

ans, 
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ſtians, toadvance the doftrine, and life, and holineſs of 
the Lord Jetus? and that now the Lord hath given all 
his Churches rett throughout this Nation , we may walk 
in the fear of the Lordand comforc of the holy Gholt 
with one lipand one ſhoulder conſulting our mitual edi- 
fication , and the enlargement of the Kingdom of rhe 
Lord Jetus, taking that Primitive practice, Ac, 9.31. for 
Our pattern 3 and this gives me aleading hint co offer a 
fourch conſideration unto you,how you may live belt un. 
to thoſe that are yet withour. | 

4. You will more advance Religion in your ſeveral 
Towns, and maintain good neighborhood unon the beſt 
account, if you lend a word of feafonable advice, to 
thoſe that are poſting to hell, and jogging on,with more 
hait chen good fpeed, to the chambers of death , and thus 
you will beſt do, it you fpeak over unto them, how it hath 
been with you, how ignorant, how carnal, how earch« 
ly-minded , how obitinate , how fooliſh, and vain you 
have been ; and how you werein the broad way to de- 
ſtrukion, yet altogether ſenceleſs and ſtupid , as to any 
right appreheniton of your danger , or right uſe of 
means tor your recovery, untill the Lord convinced you by 


hy ſpirit of ſin, of righteouſneſs and of judgement, Joh. 16.8, 


granted you repentance unto life, As 11.18. aud now bein 

Juſtrfied by his grace,you are made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life, Tit.z.6 Now by grace you are acquitred from 
the guilt of fins, and have a clear title unto heaven : 
And triends, who knows whether che ſaine mercy be not 
laid up 1n ftore for you? whether the ſame blefied change 
may not be wrought in you ? whether the ſame kindneſs 
a / Fong of God our Saviour may not manifeſt it [elf to you? 
Surely diſcourſes of this nature (which you may enlarge 
. Upon occafion,according to the teachings ofthe good ſpi- 
ric of God) may work in thema ſenſe of danger and hope 
of delivery upon a ſaving account: Tis mich chat che 
Saints do for the profane world , much for their 
WNIEre neighbors 5 as is their duty comman= 

ed. 


I. In 


I-24 
. 
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** I» In-communieating | tinto' thefn' in» their 'ontward 
wants, in. drawing out. their bowells towards :diftrefſed 
'perſons; they have a word of command, Ecc. 11.1. To | 
caſt their bread upon the waters, giving a portion to ſeven , - 
"and: alſo to'eight. So Heb: 13:16: Todo good and to commu- _ © 
nicare forget not, for with ſuch-ſacrifices God is wellpleaſed, 
and Gal. 6.10. to do good to all men, ſuppoſed. in diſtreſs , 
as objects of mercy, thongh the wear the eſpecially: im 
the rext diref&s them toa larger,and more liberal chariry 
towards the #oyſhold of faith;and I'doubt nor, much water 
runs out at theſe two ſpours, of Mercy and Charity,that 
this teſtimony anay (be given of- many of the Sainrs , 
2 Cor. 8.3. That to their power , yea and beyond their flower , 
they are willing to ſupply the wants of their fellow-Chriſtians, 
yea fellow-creatures alſo : and indeed it would be mnch 
their ſhame, and more their fin, if men, of carnal princi-” 
ples and worldly expettancies,outftrip thearin obedience 
£0 this great Goſpel command, Prov. 19. 17. He that hath 
pitty upon the poor, leadeth nntothe Lord , and:that which he 
hath grven, will he pay him again , Though Ged-be.much 
out of credit with the world, yet the Saints dare take his 
word, and dolend much unto the poor- upon .his fingle - 
ſecurity, | | . 
2. They have a great hand in procuring the blefſing 
of God upon their carnal neighbors though God 1s gaod 
to all, making his Sun td riſe on the evil and ſending rain ou 
the unjuſt, Mat.5.45. bearing witneſs to his goodneſs and 
God-head in all nations , by giving rain fron heaven and 
fruitful ſeaſons, filling the hearts of men with food and glad- 
| eſs, A&.14.17. yet even the mercies of the footitool, the 
neither ſprings run much for the ſake of the godly,which 
are inthe world, andare much as a return of theiwipray= 
ers; Laban the Syrian learned this' by experience, that 
the Lord bleſſed him as to his outward eftate , for: Facobs 
ſake, Gen.30.27. Potipbar ſaw. this al{o, ch#p.35.5. Jt Came 
to paſs, from the time that Potipbar bad made Foſeph oueryerr” 
in his bouſe, that the Lord bleſſed the E gypregns og fore 
ſeth ſakezangethebleſſing of-the' Lorg--was upon all that # X 
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in the bouſe, and in the field ; a plain text and that which 
reacheth great perſonages to commit their attairs, to the 
truſt and care of Foſephs , as Stewards and Bailiffs; ic 
would go better with them then ic does: Bur alas ! 7o- 
ſephs, Religious men are not the onely menin great fa- 
milies, more's the pity and more 1s there loſs : che Lord 
help them to ſee and all men elſe , how much good the 
Lords f:ſepis are inſtrumental unto in the world, that 
they may be more prized by all, and maſters may labor 
more to ſtore their families with tuch ſervants : how de- 
firous ſoever the profane world is to be rid of the Saints, 
ſure I amzthey would dearly miſs them 3 Elzas was @ man 
ſubjef to like paſsions as we are, yet he prayed in a great 
drought, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth fruit, Jam.4.17, make much then of Facobs, Foſephs, 
and Elijabs; O ye men of the world,you'l miſs them in 
your barns and in your borders , Fle warrant you when 
they aregone. | 

3. They keep off many a blow from the places where 
they live, they either divert, or at leaft delay the execu- 
tion-of judgements : Ten righteons pertons would have 
preſerved four Cities from periſhing by fire from heaven, 
Gen.1$8.32. How did David andthe Elders of Iſrael, by 
their prayer and humiliation, keep off the ſad ftroak of 
the peſtilence from Jerufalem, when the Angel was now 
ſtretching forth his hand to deſtroy it, 1Chroxn.21.15,16,17. 
And truely how ſhould we admire the goodnelſs of rhe 
Lord, that the plague hath rid circuit through moſt Na- 
tions in the world in late years, and that by a deſolat-- 
ing mortality in ſome places, and yet hath not for this 
many years, - broke forth in any raging manner, in this 
Nation of ours 3 ought not this diſtinguiſhing provi- 
dence of God, fince reformation firſt began, in the long 
Parliament , be much admired, aud the Lord be thank= 
fully adored for ic ?. and may we not own a remitant in 


the Land , as a blefling from the Lord, who ftood in the 
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Nay farther, it 1s upon the account of the Saints, that 
the world continues, that the fire of God doth not kindle 
upon the whole Creation, which is combuſtible to melc 
the heavens and burn up the earth, wich the works that 
are rherein, the flo:14 of waters was onely reſpited, until 
Nov, and his family were ſecured inthe Ark, which 
being cone, the fountains of the great deep were broken up, 
and the windowes of heaven were opened, Gen. 7. ver.1I. 
When Lot was entred iato Zoar, then the Lird rained fire 
and brimſtone upon Sodom, Gen.19. ver.23524. 2 Pet.3. V9. 
The Lord is long-ſuffering, t: us ward, not wiling that any 
of his ſhould periſh; but when the whole ele&ion 1s 
brought in, then cometh rhe end ; when the ſealing Angel 
Apoc.7. ver.1,2,3. had ſeal-d the ſervants of God in their 
fore*eads, then had the four Angels, that ſtood on the fous 
corners of the earth, full commiiſion to fall pel mel upon 
the carth : It will be a cooms day with the world , when 
the cloudes ſhall Catch up the eleF, to meet their Lord in the 
air, 1 Theil.q. verſe 17. 

5. And Latitly, The Saints of God may moſtly advau- 
tage their carnal neighbours, in promoting their con- 
Veriion, herein they would thew themſelves friends in- 
deed, if they would uſe all humble and earneſt endea- 
vours to bring rhem home co Gol, The Judicial Law 
commanded every Ifraelite.ro bring a ftraying ox or aſs 
home to bs majer ; How much more doth rhe Law of 
Go. and Chriſtian love, oblige every true Ifraclice in- 
deed, to bring a ftraggling Prodigal home to hi Fathers 
houſe ? All the Saints own it as their duty, to glorthe 
Gol in their generation; and wherein can they bring 
more glory to God, then in helping ſoules to heaven ? 
and how can they find our a readier way to ette& chis 
great bulineſs, then by telling, V-leſs the Lord had been 
their help, their *ſoules had well nigh dwelt in ſilence 2 by 
making a faichfull narrative of their own condicions, by 
nature and by grace ? when and how the goodneſs of 
the Lord was made known unto them upon a ſaving ac- 
count ? Some of the Saints, I may boldly affirm, have 
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taken this courſe and proſpered : Oh that this might be 
a word from the Lord, to awaken up all to this great 
duty ! my ſoul even bleedeth within me, to oblerve the 
general negle&, and great averſneſs of moſt to this great 
buſineſs : ſome think their gifts too low, and their parts 
too inconfiderable to carry on a delign of this impor- 
tance 3 others have ſuch honorable thoughts of a Goſpel 
Miniftery, rightly called and qualified,. that they judg 
the anointing of the Lord to be upon them onely for that 
work, and therefore will not take their work out of their 
hand, leaſt they ſhould fin in ſuch an attempt : Others 
cry out, let them do the work, who receive the wages, 
as though they worked onely for wages, which is a very 
unjuſt and uncharitable cenſure : Some there be that go 
higher yet, who bid the Miniſters tit ſtill, for they can 
do the work better then they, and load them with many 
foul aſperſions, that they may the better get their work 
out of their hands, I mean, their people from under 
their Miniſterial care,and overlight, indeed the diſtemper 
is very {ad at this day in the Nation, and not a few tall 
under this laſt claſs, I think in no Nation more : the 
Lord rebnke that bold and blaſpemous ſpirit, which is 
gone abroad, humble us for our ſinnes, and ſhew us the 


pattern of his houſe, in all the in-goings, out-goings, 


and ordinances of it, that men of daring ſpirits may be 
bounded; Ilike not an invaſion upon the Miniſtry, fo as 
to deſtroy the office of it, nor yet an intrufion unto it, 
by men not duly called untoit ; neither that any who 
are not in ſome meaſure of Goſpel-fitneſs qualified for 
ir, ſhould be chruſt, or thruſt themſelves upon a people, 
though called by man unto it ; much lefs,that any ſhould 
improve their gifts to ſet up themſelves, and chrow down 
the faithfull Miniſtry in che hearts and affe&ions of 
people 3 leaſt of all, that any ſhould be ſuffered, much 
more encouraged, who corrupt the truths, and people 
of God, who bring in damnable herefies, to draw away br. 
ciples after them, by reaſon of whome the way of truth is evil 
ſpoken of, 2 Pet.2. verſ.1,2. formerly made good iu thoſe 
reproaches, 
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reproaches, which were caſt upon Religion by the Pa- 
gans in the Primicive times, and are now cait upon it 
amongſt us, by Papiits, and carnal Profeflours, and bo:h 
upon the account of Herejjies z and therefore, as I owne 
the office of a Paitor, as diſtn& from the people, being 
the great bequeathment of the Lord Jeſus,to his Church, 
and for the ſpiritual edification of his Church, Eph. 4. 
ver.8, 11,12. Bleſs God for thoſe able pens, who have 
with much learning,gravitie, weightinels of Arzuments, 
and evidence of divine truth, propugned, and ailerced it 
in theſe times of great oppoſition, and aifo thankfully 
acknowledg the integrity and faithfulneſs of the Civil 
and Supream power, which hath been as a covering 
Cherub co the godly, Miniftery, notwithſtanding the ma» 
ny temptations which have been upon them to the con» 
trary 3 ſoa+ a ſuitable return, both to God, and gool 
men, I make it my humble propoſal to my reverend - 
brechren of the Miniſtery,that they would ſtrengthen the 
hands of the Lords people, and by encouraging Argu- 
ments quicken them up to lay out themſelves in their 
ſeveral capacities,and in a wiſe improvement in their ſe- 
veral advantages, tc win over finners unto God : If 
Eldad and Medad prophefie im the camp, why ſhould 
Zoſhua dillike it, my Lord Moſes forbid them? If che Chri- N+mb.1t. 
ttians of our reſpe&ive Congregations ſhould keep up Vere2 5426. 
private communion amongſt themſelves, at due times, 
and in due order; or if ſober and experienced Chriſtians 
ſhould miniſter words of advice, and exhortation,to their 
carnal neighvours, provided, they do it out of right 
_—_— corighrt ends, andin a due manner ; would 
1t not hear il], if we ſhould cry to my Lord M-;ſes, to 
forbid them ? rather let us ſay, Would God, that all the 
Lords people were Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Yer. 294 
ſpirit upon rhem,cthat chey may receive abilities from God, 
to miniſter unro others, That God in all things may be 
. glorified through Feſus Chrift, 1 Pet.4. ver.12. Othen, my 
dear Chriſitan brechren, rife up in the name and mighc 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſeek the\ eternal welfare of 
Ee 2 YOur 
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your carnall neighbours, I will not enlarge upon dire- 
fions, for the right management of this great duty ; 
onely entreat you, that with modeſty , and Chriſtian 
ſobriety, you would obſerve the boundaries that the 
Lord himſelf hath ſet betwixt a called Miniſtery, and a 
Chriftian Laicy : that in your undertaking of this great 
charge, you would be much and earneſt in'your addreſ(- 
ſes unto God, and be faithfull in difcourſing over expe= 
rienced mercies from God : If you meet with ſinners, 
that are hardened in their wayes, obſtinate, wilfull, and 
ſermon-proof 3 tel] them, ſo it was with you, ( I doubt 
not it hath been ſome of your caſes ) but when the Lord 
came in upon you by the thorow convictions of his Spirit, 
he awakened your conſciences to ſuch a fight of fin, and 
ſence of wrath , filled your (oules with ſuch terrours 
from the. Law, and ſoftened your hearts with ſuch a 
ſhower of Goſpel grace, that you were immediately 
humbled, broken and brought in, you threw down your 
weapons, begg'd a parly, and ſubmitted to the Lord 
Jeſus : You found ſuch a ſtrange and ſecret work upon 
your hearts, that you cryed out with Saul, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ? Ads 9. ver.6. and Ephraim-like, 
Though you bad been as a young bullock, unaccuftomed to the 
yoke, yet now the Lord hath turned you, and you are turned, 
ſer.31. ver.18.--- and tell them, thus it will be with them, 
if ever they have a conviftion unto Converſion 3 God 
will break their ftomachs,. ſoften their iron finews, ſub- 
due their Goſpel-enmity, and give them a ſpirit of holy 
compliance with his bleſſed wayes and will; and that 
God can bring forth this work in their hearts, though 
obſtinate, and obdurate, as well as he hath bronghe ir 
forth upon yours; and then they will be of another 
mind, however 'at preſent. they ſtand it out with that 
boldneſs and daringneſs of ſpirit againſt Law and Goſpel: 
If you meet with finners, whom the arrows of the Lard 
have wounded, bis Spiric hath throughly awakened, and 
his Word hath filled with ſuch ſad apprehentiions of fin, 
and wrath, that they cry out withthem, Ads 2. verl. 37- 

| Men 


FT 3 SEES 
ar wg LS & 
oy 28 4 
” 2 
F » 
jy -; 


WTR of 


Dangers, Deliverances, ard Duties. 


(IN OI —— 


213 


Men and brethren, what ſhall w2 do ? or with the patrons; 

AGs 16. v.zo. Stirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? tell them, 
this was your caſe ; tell whac methods of mercy the Lord 
uſed,to the healing up of your wounds,and to the quiet- 
ing of your conſciences,that ſo, they may be encouraged 
to the uſe of Goſpel-means, and to an hope of theſame 
grace and goodnels of the Lord, towards them : If you 
meet with,(as you will with many) proud,preſumpruous 
Formaliſts ; that f1t their ſails with vain hopes of Salvati- 
on,without any ſaving change wrought upon them,with- 
out any inward principles of life & light planted in them, 
or without any lively A&s of Faith, Repentance, Self-de- 
nial, Mortification,8&c. put forth by them ; tell them, this 
was your caſe, you had the ſame perſwaſions,you were ſuch 
fooliſh Virgins, and that then, you thought your penny 
as good filver for heaven, as the beſt, deriding the precite 
Puritan,and ſcofting at the power of Godlineſs; bur when 
the Lord opened your eyes, and ſhined into your ſoules 
with a beam of ſaving light, you ſoon diſcovered your 
Errour,how you had built upon the ſand,that your Infant- 
baptiſme was but ſand,your outward Priviledges were but 
ſand, your Formal Profeſſion was but ſand ; yea, all 
you built upon was but ſand; fo that, had death and 
hors as like windes and waves forcibly beat upon your 

ouſe, it would certainly have fallen, and you had been 
ruined to all eternity; but now you have digged deep, 
and laid your foundation ſure upon a rock,z you have built 
upon a new foundation for heaven, now you finde a new 
creation wrought in you; now you mourn over. thoſe 


fins, which formerly you made your ſelves merry with; + 


now you conteſt againſt thoſe luſts which formerly you 
cheriſhed, now youare broken off from thoſe lewd Com- 
panions, with whom you were formerly bound up in 
wayes of fin ; now you aft faith upon Jeſus Chriſt for the 
pardon of fins, rejoyce in him, and have #0 confidence in 
the fleſh, Phil.3. ver.Z. Now you are convinced,that grace 
is the onely way to glory, and, that without holineſs no may 
Jhall ſee God, Heb.12. ver.14. you now owne Religion n 
a 


The Saints Triangle of 


| on, Whether 4 thy 


Phil.2 yer. 
E 5 £0, 


Cv 


all the duties of it ; love the Ordinances which formerly 
you loathed, delight in the focizty of the Saints, which 


formerly you derided ; maintain communion with God, 


in the Spirit, which formerly you mocked at; and that 
now, The God of kope bath filled you with peace and joy 
through believing, Rom.15. ver.13. and you find Chriſt in 
you, the hope of glory, Col.1. ver.27. Purſue this method, 
as the Lord puts opportunities inco your hands, and as 


you meet with new caſes, ſuit your experiences accord- 


ing to what you have been, and now are; and I doubt 
not, you will finde-encouraging ſucceſs; for though I 
honour the word, ( I hope, as much as any, ) as _— 
the greateſt authority upon the confciences of men, an 

as being the great inſtrument of new birch, __— 


when it 1is faithfully diſpenſed by faithfull meſtengers, 


(Jeſus Chriſt giving aclear proof of his ſpeaking in them, 
2 Cor.13.ver.3.) yet acre Odebbions as ſuch, (though 
they donot invade the minifterial Othce, nor looſen one 
ſtone in that partition wall, which Chriſt hath raiſed up 
with his own hands, betwixt a called Miniſtery and con- 
verted Layity ) may be inſtrumental to much ſpiritual 
good among their carnal relations : It was much that 
the Church did cowards the gaining over the daughtery 
of Feruſalem, by her commendatory oration of Jeſus 
Chriſt, any For. Chap. 6, they put che queſti- 

by beloved gone ? 0h thou faireſt among 
women, whether us thy beloved turned ? that we may ſeek, 
bim with thee ; The woman of Samariah did much in ripen- 
ing thoſe fields, which began to be whice unto the B 
veſt, Fobn 4. ver.28, 29. compared with ver. 39, Surely 
when che experiences of believers, do run in a paralel 
line with the words, and-as counterpains do bear a full 


teſtimony to the truth of it, men give a more willing 


entertainment unto it, when they hear Chriſtians aftirm, 
what Minitters afſert, men liſten more after it : Oh then 
break your pitchers, that your candles may ſhine, and 
give lights to the world, belding forth the word of eternal 


life unto others,in your ſeveral ſtandings and capacities, 
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relative and religious : And give me leaverto lay down 
theſe confiderations, by way of inducement unto you, 
Confider. 

Con. 1. That the converſion of a finner is a matter of 
great well-pleaſingneſſe unto God ; Tſa. 53. ver. 10. it is 


termed the pleaſure of the Lord, ve-caphets, the will of the Leigh Crit 
Lord, that which he wills with greateſt pleaſure and de- Sacr. 


light ; it notes the higheſt content that may be, to wit, de- 
light which ;; the intention, and. ſtrength of affedion : hence 
Iſa. 62. ver. 4. the Church is called Hephzibah, that is,my 
pleaſure in ber ; the parables of the of} ſheep and loft ſcp, 
do fully evidence this, Lake 15.you cannot do a work,that 
will find greater acceptation with God, then a&s of mer- 
cy, Hof. 6.ver.6.T deſired mercy and not ſacrifice:the word in 
the Original 1s the ſame with that in 1ſ2:2b foremention- 
ed,implying towill and defire a thing with a greardelight 


and complacency;fo that a reverend Expoſicour upon they, np, _ 


,place,bringsin God ſpeaking thus, wercy z a thing ſ» ple- 


rough 1i1 


fing to me,that I defire it at my heart,nothing in the worl4 is ſo (4,8 yr 6, 


pleaſing to me as mercy, & ſhews that God had rather have, 


it, thenall infticuted ordinances and worſhips, which by 
ſacrificeare ſynechdochically meant, and then inftancing 
in caſes of mercy.His fourth caſe is the caſe of fonls; and 


42.3 99« 


thar is inChriſts caſe, Met.9.13.Go and lears whatthat mean- Pag, gog, 


eth, I will have mercy and not ſacrifice, for I am nor Come to 
call the righteous,but ſinners to repentance : we are Teady to 
think,that all things muſt give way to inſtituted worſhip : 
but certainly, immortall ſouls,-are of more worth then 
ordinances ; O ſurely the greateſt aft of mercy which we 
receive from God, is our reconcilement to him, whereb 
we are tranſlated from darkneſſe,into the kingdome of his dear 
ſon, that being juſtified by hs grace , we may be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternall life, Tit. 3. ver. 7. and ſo, 
the higheſt piece of mercy, which we can ſhew to finners 
for God, is. to be inftrumentall inthe ſaving of them : 
bowels of mercy in us evidence Gods eleQing grace un=- 
tons, Col.3. ver. 12. Put 0n, 4s the eleft of God, bowels of 


mercy ; and ſure we cannot ſhew more bowells, in any 
| : we + 


» + gr 


' The Saints Triangle of 


a&tof merc 


y toman, then inendeavouring his ſalvation. 


Confid, 2. There is a great honour to the Lord Je 


lus 


Chriſt, when linners are favingly brought in. unto him : 
it is a jewell added to the glorious diadem of King Jeſus, 
Pſal.45.3. David ſpeaking in the ſpirit unto 'King Jeſus, 
bids him girl his fword upon his thigh, which was. the 
 Enfign of his prowefle and regal power, and adds with 
thy glory and thy Majeſty, implying, that when people 
fall under him, 7. e. are converted and ſubmit unto him, 
ittends to advance his-glorious Majeſty, Prov.14. ver. 28. 
In the multitude of people is the kings honour ; Zion and Ba- 
bylo# are the two great Empires of the world, that under 
Chriſt, this under Belial : now one great part of Chriſts 
honour, as heis King of Zion, conſiſts in the multitude of 
converts, who being brought over from the devils quar- 
ters, become his ſubje&s 3 it 18 ſaid, x Sam. 31. ver. 12, 

| That alithe valiant men of Fabeſh-Gilead, went all night and 
rook the bones of Saul, and the bones of his ſons, from the 
abeſh : let 
me allude this ; how is the glory of Chriſt advanced, when 
all the valiant men, Miniſters, and Chrittians, go forth 
in the ſtrength of the ſpiric of Chritlt, co ferch off not 
the bodies onely, but the ſouls alſo of men and women 
abeſh ; from. fin to 
ſandiry ? from Beth-aven to Bethel ? Converted ones are 

| as Trophees afcer viftory, living. monuments of honour 
Phil. 1.43, £94 conquering Chriſt, in the places where they live: 
how then ſhould the ſence of that honour, which 1s 
gained for Chriſt, in gaining finners from Sathan unto 
Chritt, a&t and ſpirit the Saints in this great under- 


waiis of Beibſhan, and came and brought them to F 


from Bet/ſhan, and bring them to F 


Conſid. 3. Conſider, that the providences of God, 
which have gone over and through theſe Nations, in the 
and their hope 
of ſucceſſe in what 1s now propoſed: how many ſtorms 
of warre have been upon the land? how fierce and full 
of rage hath the enemy been? how many plots and en- 


years laſt paſt, do ſpeak the Saints dury, 
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gites of policy have been contrived ? how! have men of 
popiſhand prophane principles and ſpirirs, ſtryck-at the 
very root of profeſſion ? how have they deſigned che ex- 
tirpation of the godly ; They that hate ttee. bave lift up Bing con- 
their heads, ] do not ſay nor think, that all rhey which dent and 
lifred up their heads in the lace warres under the royall ch 
banner, were haters of God nor of his people, as ſuch z ney = 
though they were lifted up very high in their miſtaken ward :— hs 
zeal, for Kingly intereſt, and in conſcience of the oath SFr troviee 
of God ( which they judged )lay*d ſuch obligations up- 1,yd and. * 
on them ; yet certainly, without any breach of charity, |ofty langua- 
we may boldly affirm, that there were a company of men ges, as K4ab- 
not mconiiderable for number ) who took cratry coun- Hekah did, 
cel againit the Lord's people, and conſulted againſt his 2 Krg. 18 
hidden ones, ver. 3. and ſpake our(doubtleſſe their very © which 
hearts and deiires ) come let us Cut them off from being a ng- ves T's 
| 11-1 ( or from having auy place of refhdency in the na- = ws 
F tion ).chat the aame of Iſracl may bens more in remen- |. wk", 
brance : was not this attempted, at leaft againſt the god- _ -— Fog 
Iy party, as Schiſmaticksand rebells, fol Init their at- oe 
tempt ; for we had many pittifull Parhamentarians,who 
might have'gone in the throng of che moſt ungodly Ca- 
galiers, and in hkelyhood, would have found favour 
Ph for life and eftace, if theifſue of the warre had gone 
forthe King : and hath not the Lord broken chem and 
their plocs in pieces ? hath he not faſtened his people as 
a nail in a {ure place? Iſa. 22. ver. 23. what think you 
then 2 are noc theſe mercies obligations upon you from 
the Lord to purſue his honour? are they not opportuni- 
l ties put inco your hands, to adviſe, exhorrt, a1 perſwade 
| your families, friends, and neighbours, and hclp rhem 
| to heaven? O what a pattern of Goſpel-chariry is $ood 
Cornelis | At. 10. ver. 24. He had called together his kins- 
folks and near friends topartake with him in thar'word of : 
ſalvacion, which Peter from the Lord, was to bring anto 
him : how deſirous was he to take them all inco che Gos 
ſpcl-whberry, that they might all be wafced over to the 
Lord Jeſus ! cheretore, ver. 33. he tell's Peter, We —_ 
F'f ere 
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| Dan. 7. ver. 27. they 


here preſent before the'Lord, to hear all things'that are Com 


. manded thee of. Ged : Othat ſuch a gaining {pirit, ſuch 


a winning carriage was in all the Saints! Indeed when 
Religion was under the hatches in the narion,. and the 
old Puritans were underlins in every town; they might 
have feared Lot's return from the wicked Sodomites, and 
that dogs would have ſnarledat them, if 1-ey had given 
holy things unto them; but now that godlineſle 1s advanced 
to the throne, that the people of the God of Abrahamy are 
as Princes among the people, Plal. 47. ver. 9g. and that the 
Kingdome and the Dominion, ( in a coniiderable mea- 
ſure ) isgiven to the people of the Saints of the moſt bigh, 

Lowe an eajier acceſſe to their pro- 
phane neighbours, -and more hope of faſtening Pa up- 
on their ſpirits: would God you would every where take 
up this praftice, that you would make this,as one of your 
returns to a good God ! not to proſelyte others to \your 
particular opinions and per{waſions (if in any thing you 
be Heterodox ) but'to win them over to the power of 
oodlinefle, and to embrace that Jeſus Chriſt, whois ſo 
fully and clearly offered in the Goſpel; O think you ' 
hear the Lord ſpeaking fingly to you, by way of encon- 
ragement in this work, and in reference to your reſpe- 
C&tive towns, as he did to Paul, AR. 18. ver.-g, 10. Speak, 


and hold not thy peace, for I have much people in this city : 


Let's not limit the ele&ion of grace to the called ones, 
but hopefully believe, that the names of many are' in 
the Lamb”s book, of life, whoſe natures are yet unrenewed, 
and who walks not after the Lambe in. Goſpel-paths ; 
and let us improve, yea own our naturall preſervations, 
as a fruit of Gods-Jongſuffering, that all his ele& ones in 
the Nation, might be broughc off from a periſhing eſtate, 
and mighr all come to repentance,2. Pet. 3. 9, 

Con. 4. Conſider, that it isa maxime both ingraceand 
nature, that we muſt do unto others, what we'would 
have others dounrous 3 we muſt make other mens caſes 
our own ; this our Saviour lay's down, Matth. 7, ver. 12, 
All things whatſoever ye would have men do unto you, do-ye e= 
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ven the-ſame unto them, for this:is the law and the Prophets; 


this is the-Royall law; the ſtandard of equity in this kind 


a ſealed weight and rule according to which we muſt con- 
verſe with all men as one ſaith; Charity (t;s true ) begins 
at home inregard of order , but not of time; for ſo ſoon as 
yeu beginto love your ſelves, in the beſt ſcnſe, your muſt rhen love 
your neighbours as your ſelves; now then pur the cafe by 
way of ſuppoſition; ſuppoſe you were ignorant, carnal, 
and unbelteving, and hada ſenſe of that miſery you were. 
haftening unto, that you ſaw your ſelves upon the. brink 
of the grave and borders of hell ; would you not thank 
that Chriſtian that would reprove you in love, adviſe 
you mi love, inſtrut you in love, and that would pull you 
out of the fire, though he ſaved you with fear, Jud. ver. 23.. 
would you not own it as a piece of higheſt love,and good 
will in any, that would endeavour your everlaſting wel- 
fare? whry then, what you would others ſhould do-unto 
you, do you the ſame unto them ; if you ſhould caſually 
{lip into the river, and be near unto drowning, would 
you not have yourneighbourlend his hand to help you. 
ont? if a neighbour ſhould ſee-a fire kindled upon any 
of your houſes, when you and your whole family were 
faſt aſleep, and ſhould ſuddenly awaken you, by crying 
fire, fire, by which means. you and yonrs are preſerved 
from the flames, would you quarrel with him tor break- 
ing your ſleep, or coming upon-your ground ? I trow you 
would not; but rathet ownit as ain att of! fingular: love; 
why, go you and do likewife,. to your '{inking and fleep- 
ing neighbours ; hand them out of the depths of fin, 
and awaken them, that everlaſting flames may not catch 
hold upon them : The law of love will never rightly be 
fulfilled, until Chriſtians are a&ed by a ' principle-of fel-» 
low-feelingneſle ; he that confiders himſelf, left heibetempt- 
ed, will reftore a brother that js overtakgn ma fault, with' a 
ſhirit of meekneſſe, Gal. 6.ver.1, He will remember thoſe that 


te in bonds, who by a ſympathizing ſpirit # bound with: * 


thew ;, aud will confiderthen which ſuffer adverſity, » who 
bimſelf 'is alſo in tbe body, and as a fellow-member feels che 
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ſmart of their miſery, Heb. 13. ver. 3. Othis 1s the way 
to continue brotherly love and advance ic, when your 
endeavours are ſerious to ſave ſoul: from hell, ani when 
yoit with your neighbonrs well as ro their everlaſting e- 
ſtare, when wich "al yo r bears 4. fire ar4 prayer to God 
ir, that they miy be ſaved, Rom.tover.i. 
| Conſid. 5, Contider, that what your carnall neigh- 
bours are, you were ; ſome of you have been as vile as 
any, and yet you have now obtained mercy ; the ſpirit 
and grace of God have put you into a hopefull way for 
heaven ; and why may it not be ſo with them ? are fome 
of your neighbours fornicatours and adulterers ? why, 
ſo werefomeof you: areſomeof them :dolatours ? why 
ſowere ſome of you: are ſome of them chieves, cove- 
tous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners ? Why, fo were 
| \ ſome of you,x Cor.6.ver.9,16.I ſpeak not thisro ſhame any 
| ſervant of the Lord; nor do 1 caſt his former lins into h:s 
If; homun- teeth to reproach him, ( there are enough will do chat ) 
cieneriny;» but ro enmind him” of the endeavour of good to them, 
dent mihi who at preſent are what he once was----but ye are waſhed, 
gratiam but ye are ſaxciified, but ye are juſtified, in the name of the 
Des; Wee [ord Feſws , and by the Spirit of our God, ver. 11. and why 
_— he may nor they be ſo? can you give any other reaſon but , 
wer - - ho free-gracc, and the meer Ys the good plea ſure of God, 
upbraided that you are walhed, whileſt they continue filthy ; that 
him for his you are ſanAified, whenas they are all over polluted; or 
yourhfull that you are juſtified, whereas the guilt of 11m lies upon 
Poems, them ſtill ? and cannot the name of Chritt and Spirit of 
De me fabu- God, do all that in them and for them, which 1s done 
-{a zarratar. in and for you? Tits 3. ver. 3. the Apoſtle gives this in 
[ charge unto 7itw, that he thould enmind the Brethren 
of this as their duty, to ſhew. all meekgeſſe unto di men, in 
their dealing with chem, under an hopefull expeQancy, 
that a gracious change may be wrought in them, though 
little of God appears at preſent in chem, and this he in- 
forcerh by leading them back, ro coniider whar them- 
ſelves once were, for we our ſelves alſo were ſometimes 
fooliſh, diſobedzent,, deceiving, ſerving divers lujts __— 
| ures. 
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ſures, living in malice, and envy, hatefull, and hating oxe 
another. | | | 

Con. 6, Conſider, that it is a piece of good friendfhip 
to your Telves, to endeavour the fſpiricuall good of 0- 
thers 3 you do very mach confulc your own advancage 
by it, and chis I ſhall offer in ſome particulars. 

Ir is an high poine of ſpirituall good husbandry,. an 
exccilent way to encreaſe your own ttock ; 2a good Mini- 
er cannot preach a good Sermon, nor a {ober Chriſtian 
managea ipiricuall difcourte, but they do or may receive 
good © themſelves, P;ove 1. ver. 25» The liberall ſoul 
ſhall be made fat, and he thai watereth, ſhall alſo be watered 
himſelf; it is not the liberall hand, chough it be true as 
to a&ts of common bounty, if rigatly ordered 3 bur rhe 
liberall ſoul, anfwering co that, Prov. 10. ver. 11. The lips 
of the righteous feed many, by wholeiome counlell,;feaſon- 
able exhortations, and tpiriuuall inftrudtions ; now this 
is a fatning diſcourſe, the ſoul thrives bravely that ob- 
ſerves this method; your own graces will be more exer- 
ciſed; your own confciences will be awakzned,your own 
knowledge will be more enlarged, -and your own fpirits 
will be more quickened unto, and eſtabliſhed in the good 
wayes and truths of God; you cannot be ſerious in re- 
proving others, but it will give corruption a wound in 
your own hearts; you cannot perſwade others to repent 
of their fins, but it will ſtirre you up to renew repent- 
ance for your own fins ; you cannot exhort others to du- 
ty, buc you will be admoniſht of your own; and you 
cannor deal ſeriouſly with others about ſalvation, bur it 
will quicken up an holy diligence in you to mind your 
own ſalvation. Surely theſe improvements are well 
worth your labour. 

2. It makes much for your perſonall ſafety 3 the more 
there beco ſtandin che gap, the berter the breach will be 
made up ten would have preſerved Sodom, when as nine 
could not doit : the Saints do much with God when nu- 
merous and unanimous: when the whole Church prays 
for Peter, an Angel procures his Goal-delivery : you belp- 
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ing together with your prayers, is Pauls expreſſion, owning: 
the joint addreſles of the Corinthians, 2 Cor.1. Ver 11. ſtti- 
ving together for the faith of the G:ſpel, Phil,1. ver.27. Paul 
layes much-firefs upon number and unicy, whefi many- . 
ſtrive, and ftrive together like valiant Champions, and 
a well ordered army ; itislike togo well with the Goſpel 
in the- Dorines and liberty of it : Therefore caft your 
bread upon the waters, for you know not what evil ſhall be 
«pon the earth, Eccl. 11. ver. 1:2, Take this in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, and you will find an inforcement in it. ro the duty 
propoſed ; for in a time of ſtraighr, Zech, 12. ver.5. The 
Governours of Fudab ſhall ſay in their heart, even from the 
heart acknowledg it, the Inbabitants of Feruſalem ſhall be 
my ftrenzth in the Lord their God : By vertue of their In- 
tereftin the Lord their God, evils have- been - diverted, 


Judgments have been removed, and bleſſings in their 


right ſeaions have been procured, 

3. It makes much for your ſpiritual comfort, The ſoul 
of righteous Lot was vexed, from day to day, with the un- 
lawfull deeds of the Sodomites, 2 Pet. 2. ver.$. Is not this 
your caſe ? Do not your eyes run down with tears, hecanſe 
men keepiot Gods Law? yea, in that abundance, that 
they (well into rivers? Holy David's did, Pſal. 119. 136. 
Is not every profane wretch an Hazael to your eyes, and 
a Hadadrimmon to your hearts : and can you ſtep out of 
your door, (in many places it is ſo ) and not ſee ſome 

tece of wickedneſs, which: cuts you to the! heart ? or 
hon every-man ſpeak vanity to his neighbour, Pſal. 12. 
ver.2. now how would it revive your ſpirits, how would 
it rejoyce and comfort your hearts; 1f you could ſee the 
face of things changed amongſt you ?/ that you might go 
to this neighbours houſe, and tinde them praymg, to 
anothers, and find them praifing God; to a third, and 


6nd! them reading and diſcourting' of: the word, and; 


things of God ; nay, that you.could not walk in the 
kreers,. but you ſhould hear. the Intabitants of one cicy» 
ſaying unto anorher, let -us:go 'ſpeedily.co:pray before 
the Lord, : aud to ſeek; the Lord: of : Hoſts, Zech. $. ver.21, \ 
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"This ſets forth the zeal and charity of thoſe converts, 
who would not come alone, but draw others along in 


company with them to che worthip of God, which is 


lively exprefſed in a M:meſis, or imitation of the en- Mr. Pcmble, 
couragements and invitations they ſhould uſe one to ## loc. 


another : --- 1 will goalſo;, every one wasas forward for 
himſelf, as zealous for another, as a-learned Expoſitour 
hath-it : O bleſſed fram? of ſpirit , O religion would then 
flouriſh indeed, when Miniſters have their Comes and calls, 
each to other, to the ſervice of God : nay, that ſuch an 
awakening ſhould be upon your neighbours, that here 
one ſhould take hold of the skires of your garments 3 and 
here:another, ( as children catch hold. on their Mochers 
gowns, hang upon them, and run after them,) ſaying, 
we will go with you, to ſuch an Ordinance, to ſuch a 
Chriſtian meeting, for we have heard that God 13 with 
you 3 we heardit formerly, but believed ir not, yea, de- 
rided it, but now we have heard from the ſecret teach- 
ings of the Spirit of God within us, andare convinced 
of it, that God is with you ; with you in prayer, with 
you in the wordpreached ; with you in all the duties of 
Religion, with you in your-private waitings upon him, 
with you in the way of holineſs; Of a truth God z in yu, 
I Cor. 14. ver. 25. and therefore we will go with you : 
your God ſhall be our God,your wayes ſhall be our wayes, 
and' your company ſhtiall be our company : what a re- 
jJoycing of heart would this be to the truly godly ! and 
if the Lord give his bleſſing to the painfull endeavours 
of his faichfull Miniſtery, and if you that are Chriſtians 
af up with zeal to the courſe propounded, how might 
the communion of Saints be maintained, the Common- 
wealth of believers be enlarged, and the places of our 
habitarions be as the ſuburbs of heaven ! | : 
It layes a good foundation for poſterity, yow are now 
ſowing that ſeed, the harvelt whereof may be reaped b 
your children; you are digging that well, of _— 
your Infants may fill their - buckets : Perſonall piety is 


profitable to- polterity, 2 Kings 10. ver. 30, It was ver 
mULUC 


haſt lone unto the h uſe of Abab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of. th? fourth generation ſhall ſit ox 
the throne of Iſrael ; And what a bleſſing doth the Lord 
entail upon the ſeed of the righteous, Pal. 112. ver. 1,2, 
Bleſſed i the man that feareth the Lord : that delighteth 
greatly in hs C 'mmandements: his ſeed ſhall be mighty upon 
the earth, the generation of the upright ſhall be bl:-ſſ-d ; But 
thac Religion which younnow advance, may be of ſpiri- 
tual advantage to them, when you are dead, Pſal. zo2. 
ver.18. This ſhall be written for the gener.ition to Come, and 
the people which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe the Lord, even 
for your faithfull endeavears in raiſing Zion out of ber duff, 
and Religion out of the rubbiſh, in the places where you 
live: How woul. you have blefſzd God, if you had 
found Religion in ſuch a poſture ! how would you have 
honoured the memory of your Predeceilours, if they 
had trevailed to beware rhac to paſs, which you 
are now encouraged unto 1 nay more, you may lend - 
that word of ſaving a:{vice to a carnal neighbour, which 
may be paid you In again, by the bringing home of a 
Prodigal chiide, Your covenants for money run co you 
and to your heirs, the Debt is nor loſt, if pour heirs 
receive 1c; ſo your heirs may receive(in a ſpiricual ſenſe) 
the Principal with che loan, when you are dead : happy 
1s he who makes ſuch provuion for his children: one, 
whom you have in the way propoſed, brought off from 
Vile and vicious courſes, may tee a childe of yours, when 
you are at reſt, running in the ſam: wayes, and rell him, 
ah friend, juſt thus ic was wick me, I was running head- 
long upon mime own deſtruction, and your Father pit» 
tied me, reproved, inſtruf&<d, adviſed me, broughc me 
off from my deſperate wayes, and pur me into a good 
way for heaven : And now I deiire to ſhew the kindneſs 
of the Lord to you, by dealing as plainly aud faichfull 
wit 
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with you, as I was dealt with by: your. father, and who 

knowes, but the ſame conrſe, may through grace, pro- 

duce the fame good effeRs : If David remembred and 

requited the kindneſs of Foxathax, in ſhewing love to his 
| lame Mephib:ſh::h, after Fonathan's death; why not the 

ſpirit of David ftirre up bowels in thoſe, whom you have 

helped heaven-ward, to requite that kindneſs. in your 
| lame Mephiboſbeth ? there is ground of hope. | 


5. It hath a tendency cowards your everlaſting com- 
forc 3 1t beareth fruit unto eternity 3. the ſavour of this 
ointment doth not ſpend ic ſelf in this life, Apoc. 14. ver. 
13. Bleſſed are the dead, that dy in the Lord, their works 
follow them : This work of mercy which you ſhew in 
converting a finner from the errour of his way, and 
ſaving a ſoul from death, Jam. 5. ver.20. ſhall follow you 
ro.eternity 3 it ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance; 
it ſhall be regiſtred in that book of Records, which was 
writ before the Lord, for thoſe that feared the Lord, and. 
thought upon his name, Mal.z, ver.16. They fall be min?,-in 
the day that I make up my jewels : The Prophet Daxiet 
ſpeaks fully to che Saintsafter recompence upon this ac- 

.compt, Dax, 12. ver. '3. They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
brighweſs of the firmament ;. they that be teachingly wiſe, 
of Maſcil, that do prudently inftrud ; ſo it proppeily re- 
ferres tothe teaching Miniſtery, but may not unfitly be 
referred unto inſtrufting Chriſtians, and I hope,without 
any force to the Word, or any, violence offered to a cal- 
led Miniſtery : Now, wherein doth the wiſdom of the 
wiſe ſhew it ielf, 1o as to entitle them to this firmamen- 
tal brightneſs? why, che ouely wiſe among the ſonnes 
of men doth determine it, Prov, 11. ver. 30. The fruit of 
the righteows is 4 tree of life, the genuine fruir of the 
righteous is to'bring forth life 1n thoſe; he converſeth 
with ; Salvation wiſdome 1s the higheſt vifdome, and he 


aan; and indeed Daniel himſelf expoundeth it to the 
| - ſame ſence, an4 they that turn many unto rigateouſueſs, as 
the jtarres for ever ; Though there be ſome. difficulty. on 
awe £4 | p a / 

I 


\20F__ 5 


or” 


that winneth ſoules is by the Holy Ghoſt ftiled, th? wiſe Chacam. 


226 


oo þ R PELLET *: 


\ The Saint's Triangle of 


Read 


471+ 


this Text,and ſome difference among expoſitours, about 
the ſenſe of it, yet ſure, I may with much f(afety, offer 
theſe poſitions from it, 

l. Fhar man by nature runs off from his primitive and 
created righteouſneſs, unto by-paths of {in and unrigh- 
teouſneſs; --- This is clearly ſuppoſed. 

2. Thar Converſion mainly confiſteth in our turning 
from ſin unto righteouſneſs, fem the power of Sathan unto 
God. . 

3. That men are inſtrumental in the converſion of 
men, to wit, in turning them from fin to righte- 
ouſneſs. | 

4. That this turning of men from fin to righteouſneſs, 
hath a ſure promiſe of fature honour. | 

5. That the work of Converſien is not onely limitted to 
a teaching Miniſtery 3 tt 1s not fo proper to them, as that 
it is excluſive to all ethers, to have any hand or inftru- 
mentality in it : It was much, that the woman of Sama- 


Mr. Baxter,7is didtowards the gathering of thoſe fields which our 
in his G:/d, Saviour ſaw beginning to be white, as they that read, 
ſalv. Page ' Fobn 4. may obſerve: an unlikely means to effe&t ſo 
469,470, great a matter; but, whats that to the Almighty ? as 


Mr. Trap ſpeaks 3 art brings in Junins prefeſing that the 
firſt thing that turned him from Atheiſme, was conference with 
a Country-man of his not farre frrow Florence, --= enquire 
into 4#s and Mozum, Fol. 767. Experience doth very 
much confirme this,many ſervants may bleſs God, who 
brought them under godly acquaintance: I hope none 
will think that by this, I derogate ought from the office 
of a called Miniftery ; if theſeed be ſown by others, it 
is ripened by them; If the firſt courſe of ſtones be laid 
by others, the bnilding 1s finiſhed by them : Eph.g. v.12. 
2 called Miniftery doth perfe&# the Saints, and edifice, or 
build up the body of Cbrift ; If others are inſtrumental to 
their ſpiricuall birth, yet the Miniſtery goes forth in the 
ſpirit and power of Elias, ro make them ready, as a people 
prepared for the Lord, Luke 1. ver.17. and that, though 
men have ten thouſand Inſtrufours, yet a Godly _ 

cry, 
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ſtery , doth in Chriſt Jeſus beger them through the 
Goſpel, that 1s, perfed& the birth, r Cor. 4. ver, 15. the 
Spirit makes the ſeed of the Word by them prolifical,and 
generative. 
6. That the honour of converting finners unto God 
ſhall be an everlaſting honour, 1 Pet. 5, ver. 4. 3: ſhall 
| recerve a crow! of glory that fadeth nit away : But 1 defire 
the Reader not to miſtake me herein, as though, 
1. I did politively aſſert, that none can ſubſerve to 
the converſion of others, who are unconverted them- 
felves; though ſome think, and I among the reſt alſo, A/orum 
that God will not honour, at leaſt, very rarely doth, [4lutem ſe- 
the Miniſtery of an unregenerate perſon, with the Con- aulo nuns 
verfion-of others 3 though the called ones may be com- 77477 ,c974- 
forted, and farcher built up by gifted Minifters, yet "{aos qu "Ya 
chink Inſtances be bur rare of ſecond=birth=Chriſtians, _ £2 Fa 
who call them Fathers : Sim poems 
2. \Neither do I aftirme, that to be inſtrumental in the y;x,28, 
ſaving of others, hath any thing of merit in it, roward 
the ſaving of a mans ſelf: -3% 
3. Norzthat it 1s evidence enongh in it ſelf for heaven; 
ſo that, he who hath the ſeal of hs Miniftry, may with- 
ont farther enquiry into his-own eftate, conclude, he 
hath the ſeal of the living God inhi forehead, and is upon 
that fingle account, ſire of heaven: 
4- Nor, that we ſhould be ſo wholly taken up with the 
ſaving of others, as to negle& our own ſalvation : 
5. Nor, that cheglory of them, who are ſubſervient, 
through grace to the converſion of finners, ſhall exceed 
the glory of all other Saints,for though different degrees 
of glory be clear, Cor.15.ver.41.yet to lay the ground of 


char difference, onely in the point infifted upon, I do 
not, 1 dare not : But tis probable this Text of Daniet 
referres to ſome after priviledg, or different eſtate of 
honour in heaven , which they that turn many. unto 
righteouſneſs, ſhall receive from the Lord, from what, 
they that are turned unto —_— ſhalt have ; for 
though every veſlel ſhall be fi 


led, yet thefe may be more 
Gg 2 Capacious 
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capacious then others; unleſs we ht down with what 
ſenſe 18 put upon it by a late gbdly Divine, as to the firit 
Reſurrefion, and thar mm order to the perſonal reigne of 
Chrijt upon earth ; But ſuppoſe, that Text ſhould nor 
ſpezk fully to the aſſertion ; yer certamly, to have a me- 
diate hand in ſaving an immortal ſoul 1s a noble work, 
and ſhall be honoured by the Lord with highett accepta- 
tion, as that which brings the creatare into ſome degree 
of conformity to the Lord Jeſus, who zz exalted to be a 
Prince, and -a Saviour, Ads 5. ver(.21. Beſides, there is 
much in: that of our Saviour, Fobn. 4. verſ. 36. And he 
that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gathereth frait unto eter- 
nal life, that both he that ſoweth, and ve that reapeth, may 
rejoyce together, he quickens up his Diſciples co diligence 
in Goſpel work ; | 

Firſt, 'By propounding wages for their work ; though 
not by way of merit, yer of grace : | 

Secondly, By that common joy, which Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Apoſtles, andall the Lords ſervants, who are 
inſtrumental in the converſion of finners, ſhall have in 
heaven. | 7 

Confider, That -bad men are very aCtive, and indu- 
ftrious to gain over others, to their bad principles,. and 
worſe praiſes: The ſpirit of the world is a gaining 
ſpirit : Wicked men are true to their own Intereſt, and 
ſerviceable to their own Maſter : Wicked men are the 
Devils fetters, or like that little beaſt which hunts the 
prey for the old, lyon : Many perſons of hopefullin- 
genuiry. and carriage are decoy'd by the {leights and 
ſubtilcies of ſome old ſinners: See how the wiſe man 
ſets them forth to the life, Prov.1. ver.10,11. 1. By their 
manner of deceiving, expreſſed, in their fair and flat, 
tering words, they entice, blanditizs & phaleratis verbis 
decipiunt, they deceive with their ſmooth tongue, and fair 
ſdeecbes, lo the force of the word, in the Hebrew implies z 
hence it 1s rendered, fi te pellexeriat, referring to the 
fawning.carriage and flatteries of an Harlot, fully held: 
forth Chap.7. ver.14. Every man # tempted,when be js drawn 
| | away 
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away of his own luſts, and is inticed, as the filly; fiſh is by 
the bait upon the hook : Thus do wicked men like fiſhers 
and fowlers cunningly deceive the fimple. 

2.. Their manner of deceiving is expreſſed, by their 
call unto ſin, come with #s, they call the tradeſman out 
of his ſhop, and the ploughman out of the field to quer- 
ry and mate with them in their finfull praftices : much 
of this language may be heard abroad in the world, and 
ſome 15 upon record in the word, as that ale-bexch call, 
Iſa. 56. ver. 12, Come ye, ſay they, I will fetch wine, and we 
wall fill our ſelves with jirong drink, and to morr:w ſhall be as 
this day, and much more abundant | This is the drunkards 
oratory and promiſe, to toil in and enter their young 
quaffers with. 

3» They are ſet forth by their methods of deceiving, 
by the artifices they uſe: { 3, 938 

Firſt, they perſwade thoſe that they draw in, that they 
will drive on ſuch cloſe deſignes, carry things with ſuch 
privacy, that the guilt of blood ſhall never be charged 
Upon their ſcore; implyed in theſe phraſes, ler ws lurk, 
privily--let us ſwallow them alive as the grave, &c. as if they 
had ſaid, we will manage our affairs with that ſecrecy, 
that ſtrangers may as ealjily know the dead by their faces; 
and what deaths they died of whom the grave hath ſwal- 
lowed up, and the pit hath covered, as men ſhall know, 
who did this murther, and how it was done : doubtleile 
this hope of ſecrecy hath undone: many. | 

Secondly, they give great aſſurances of much gain and 
advantage? we-ſhall find all precious ſubſtance, we ſhall fill 
our houſes with ſpoil , Alas ! chou art a poor fellow, hait 
not a penny ſcarce to help thy ſelf wichall, bur come, 
come with us,we*l help thee to money enough,thou thalt 
be a rich man preſently 3 yonder is a booty' will make us 
all men. h 
- Thirdly, they promiſe to be very honeſt, to give him 
his full ſhare, Caſt 3x thy lot among ws 3; we will ai! bave one 
purſe : Wee'll divide the ſpoil, thou ſhak have thy lot ; 
nay more, thou ſhalc never want while we haye it, _—_ 
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have a commnnity of goods, a common. ſtock; theſe are 
winning wayes, prevailing arguments, gilded pills and 
tempting poiſons, where the heart 1s not tn ſome mea- 
ſure antidoted by graceagainſt them, and doubtleſle the 
devil gains much ground in the world by ſuch artitices, 
catcherch many a fowl in his nets, by means of theſe de- 
coyes : his ſervants are true to his intereſt, they ſpare 
neither pains nor purſes to advance it 3 nor are his head- 
ſervants, I mean, Hereticks and Impoſtours ( thoſe that 
are the chief faQtours and head men' among their bre- * 
thren Jlefſe induſtrious : into how. many ſhapes, Proteus 
like, will the Jeſuite caſt himſelf? how many hazzards of 
his neck will he run? and how many hard journeys will 
hetake to reconcile a poor Proteſtant to the Church of 
Rome ? neither do ſome others fall ſhort of the Jeſuires, 
- either pains or zeal, to proſelyte men to their opini- 
ons; we have ſeen that made good in our dayes, which 
our Saviour ſpake of the Scribes and Phariſees, Match. 23. 
ver. 15. Te Compaſſe ſea and land to make one proſelyte : 
What wanderers among the Nations have ſome of our 
Se&-Maſters been ? what labours and hardſhips have 
ſome undergone ? what journeys, tedious, and danger- 
ous, by land and fea, have ſome undertook ? what errand 
have they gone on? what merchandizes have-they ex- 
rted, buc ſome old drugs and antiquated errours,which 
the Saints in former ages and forreign parts have explo- 
ded, but now being in-land commodities, of the growth 
of our own Nation, and being now put mntoa new drefle. 
by men of Engliſh birth, pretending hatred to the Ro- 
mith Hierarchy, are become vendible in moſt parts? Q 
whai marts and markets have been kept by theni, in ma- 
ny of ourtowns, to put off their ſtale and fiollen wares ! 
and what fale have they had in ſome places! whole 
towns almoſt in ſome places have come in to truck and 
barcer with them!che more isthe pity that the ſpirit of de- 
luſton ſhould gain ſo farre upon Engliſh ground ? O how 
ſhould this provoke all that fear the Lord in truth:to 
+ Purſue ſalvation-work with utmoſt diligence! to endea- 
| your 
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vour with much ſeriouſnefſe of ſpirit; the winning over 
ſouls to God ! How ſhall we anſwer the charge of our 
own conſciences at'a dying - hour ? how ſhall we look 
' our dear Redeemer in the face at the laſt day ? nay how 
ſhall we ſtand againſt the great accuſer before the great 
tribunal , when he ſhall charge this ſpirituall ſloth and 
negligence upon us? when he ſhall ſpeak to the Judge of 
all the world, and cry for juſtice againſt us, urging thac 
his ſervants have been more faithfull and (ſerviceable to 
him, then we have been to the Lord Jeſus, though he ne- 
ver bled to redeem them, never underwent the wrath of 
a ſfin-revenging God for them, never laid down his life 
toſave them out of hell, never gave them inward and 
heart conſolxtions here, neither prepared for, norever 
promiſed unto them, a ſtate of everlaſting blefſedneſle, 
and fulneſſe of joy in ha preſence forevermore hereafter : and 
therefore ſhall call for tentence to be given our againtt 
us, as being unworthy of that crown-of glory : O this 1s a 
conſideration of great weight, the Lord help us to take 
the right poiſe of ic; let us take ſhame unto our ſelves 
for our former negligence, and'be quickened up tomore 
induftriouſnefle for the future! Lec not any ofthe devils 
drudges .out-work us, norany of his merchants out-bid 
us, much lefſe any of his pedlers out-ſell us for the time 
to-come 3 letnot others do more to undo, then wetv 
ſave ſouls, nor be more unwearied in their labonrs and 
travells to pervert, then we areto convert men 3 if there - 
bea perſon that de{erves, as a badge of honour,the name . 
of that old Diſciple, trudge o're the world, let nor Je- 
ſuite and Hererick get it from us. 

To fhut up this, I beſeech you dear Chriftians, into 
whoſe hands providence ſhall caſt this treatife, weigh 
theſe conſiderations laid down ; and ler them with whar 
others the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall fuggeſt nnto you, or 
any of my learned brethren ſhall offer, have an holy 
force upon yourTpirits, to put you upon. ſerious endea= 
vours of doing good to your carnall neighbours, zf per- 
adventure God will give them repentance to the acknowledg» 
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ing of the truth, and that they may rec;ver themſelves out of 
the ſnares of the devil, who are taken captive by hin at his 
will, 2 Tim. 2. ver. 25, 26. and that you may beuſed by 
the Lord as inſtruments of their ſalvation : liſten not to 
fleſh and blood, which will be tampering with you to dif{- 
ſwade you from it, and will throw in an hundred obje- 
&ions, and carnall cavils againft it; -onely obſerve your 
ſtations, invade not the miniſtery, nor deſpiſe it 3 be hum- 
ble in all your applications to your ignorant neigabours, 
and under any ſucceſſe which the Lord ſhall anſwer your 
endeavours with, and -under all diſcouragements and 
deadnefſe-of heart to this duty, improve grace received 
and temporall | oea gave 541 as. arguments to, quicken 
you up to this duty, and co other dnties which are men- 
tioned in this treatiſe, that you may live beſt to God, 
belt royour ſelves, and beſt to-all others 3 and alwayes 
wear this text, as a ſign upon yonr hands, and as front-= 
lets between your eyes to enmind you of the [Lord's 
miercies ; vnleſſe the Lord had been my help, my ſonl had al- 
#oſt dwelt in ſilence. 

Uſe 4. Are theappearances of God eminent an imme- 
diate co the help of his people in the, day of their di- 
fireſſe? have you experienced this truth ? have you ſeen 
the outgoings of the Lord in your perſonall ſafety and 
prefervations? why then fecch comfort -aand encourage- 
ment from hence, and lift up your hearts and hands nn- 
to God in expeancy of help and ſuccour, in theſe fol- 
lowing caſes. | = 

1. When Church affairs do meet with dark and gloo- 
my day : when the Goſpel is under ſome reſtraint as to 
liberty, or under ſome corruption as to purity in word 
and worthips ; refle& upon the ourgoings of God unto 
you, and confider that mercy, that goodnefle, that wif- 
"dome, that power,&c.which were engaged for your reſcue 
in an evil day; then play the good Logiciaus, and in 
a way of divineinduQion argue & minor® ad majus, from 
the lefſe co the greater; if the Lord extended help to 
me in ſuch an eminent manner, how much more. al 
| Ie 
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the arm of the Lord be made bare, in the reſcue of many 
Saints ? If a lingle believer found the Lord fo preſent in 
a day of trouble, how ſhall a ſociety of believers tind 
him in ſuch a day? if alittle ſculler was brought ſafe 
to ſhore from offa ſtormy ſea, how will the Lord calm 
the raging waves, when the ſhip of his Church is cempeſt- 
 toft? if his care was ſo great over one member, ſure the 
whole family ſhall not be negle&ed by him : O there's 
much {weetnefſe and much truth in this way of arguing. 
Thus did Dzv11, Pfal. 3o. ver. 1, 2. O Lord my God, I cri- 
ed unto thee and thou haſt healed me; O Lord thou hajt 
brought up my life from the grave, thou haſt kept me alive * 
that I ſhould not go down into the pit ; here was a perſonal 
deliverance, and what doth he inferre from hence ? 
namely, that the Church and people of God ſhall re- 
ceive the ſame meaſure of mercy from him in che day of 
their diſtrefſe;, therefore he ſaith, ver. 4. Sing unto the 
Lord O ye Saints of his; 1, but may the Saints ſay, we 
have lictle cauſe of mirth, we may now hang our harps upon 
the willows ;, the waters of Babylon by which we are ſet down, 
do call for weeping rather thetz rejoycing 3 no, ſayes he, [ 
read your ſafety in mine own ; for ver.5. Hi anger endi- 
re b but for a moment ; iſta nubecula Cito evaneſcat, as he ſaid 
of Fulians perſecution, weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning : the Churches affliftions though _ 
they be ſharp, yet they ſhall be but ſhort, though they 
be violent, they ſhall be cranfient ; this I aſſert,ſayes he, 
as having been mine own caſe, I have had many clear 
mornings afcer cloudy nights; for the Lord hath brought 
my life from the grave, he hath kept me alive, that I 
ſh .uld not go down to the pit. Again, Pſal. 31. ver. 22.1 ſaid 
24 mine haſt, (Oo great were my fears and fo ſmall was my 
faith, I am cut off from before thine eyes; Tama loſt,a dead, 
an undone man, . #evertheleſſe thou heardeſt the voice of my 
ſupplicatiens when I cryed unto thee, what doth he conclude 
from hence ? why, ver. 23, 24.. O love the Lord all ye his 
Saints, for the Lord preſerveth the faithfull and plentifuly re 
wardeth the proud deer, repayeth abundantly, or with ſurp!uſ- 
v1 : WET H h | ſage, 
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ſage inſeipſo aut ſemine ſuo, either in himſelf or in his 
polterity;God will be ſare to be meet with him, and there- 
fore he bids them be of good courage, bear up bravely, 
be ſtout and ſtedfaſt in the faich under trialls; did the 
Lord hear my prayers, and will he not hear his praying 
Church ? did he appear to my help, and will he refuſe 
help to his vlove {pouſe ? was my trouble but as a rack» 
ing cloud, ſoon blown over by the wind of Gods fayour, 
and ſhall the Churches calamity be as a dark heaven ſet 
round with raine ? ſurely no; though the nations do ruſh 
like the ruſhings of many waters, yet God ſhall rebuke them : 
the word ftigniftes, ſhall ſharply and ſeverely chide them, 
or deſtroy them, which implyedin the following words, 
and they ſhall flee farre off, and ſhall be chaſed as the chaff of 
the mountains before the wind, and likg a thing rouling before 
the whirlwind: and behold at even tide trouble,and hefore the 
morning he is not : this is the portion of. them that ſpoil us, 
and the lot of them that rob us, Iſa. 17. ver. 13,14, O then 
be encouragedto hope and pray, and pray in hope,when 
the Church 1s brought into greateſt ſtraits, when the Ar- 
mies of Gog and Magog do go up on the breadth of the earth, 
the aumber of whom is as the ſand of the ſea, and compaſſe 
the camp of the Saints about and the beloved city; that fire 
ſhall come down from heaven and devour them,” Apoc.20. 19. 
Let Davids pratice be your pattern, argye the Churches 
deliverances from your own; if a man beftirre- himſelf 
to quench a fire that hath taken hold of a remote cot- 
tage; how much more will he lay one himſelf ropreſerve 
his manner houſe ? If a King ſend: our his troops to ſe- 
cure a petty village from the Rovers; how ' much more 
will he draw up his whole Army to fecure the Royall ci- 
ty ? If the death of one Saint be precious ; how much more 
precious in the fight of the Lord is the death of many _— 
Saints ? O! God will be ſeen upon the mount, Cxlar-like, he 
will either finde or make a way for their eſcape ; the Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godlv- ont of every temptation, 
2 Pet. 2. ver. 9.tofetch a Lot out of Scdow, anda: Fulahb 
out of Babylon ; The Churches. extremitie is Gods- op-- 
| | portunity 5. 
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portunity : when the tale of bricks is doubled, then Moſes 
will come, as.one faies. 

2. Improve your provid:ntial prefervations, by way 
of comfort in all .your ſufferings, for the name, and in 
the cauſe of Chriſt: the Lord tells yon, tribulation in 
this world muſt be your portion, and it 1s 'a charaferi- 
{tical mark of a true believer, to be hated by the world ; 
they thar have the crown 11 their eye, mult bear the 
croſs upon their backs: Now in. the greateſt tryal of affli- 
cion tor the Goſpel, ye may draw forth, and drink, the 
wine of conſolation; y2 may comfort yourſpirits by a feri- 
ous refleftion upon your experiences, when ye remember 
what incomes ye had , what ſtrength , what ſupport, 
what revivings of ſoul, whileſt ye lay npon ſuch a bed of 


fickneſs, were expoſed to ſuch hazzards, environed with' 


ſuch dangers, hedged in wich ſuch calamities; when 
ye confider, how the Lord fetch*d you off, how ſeaſon- 
ably Providence ſtepp*d in to your relief, and how won- 
derfully God appeared for your deliverance : Thus the 
Apoftle argues in his own caſe, 2 Cor. 1. ver.$. Hetells the 
Chinch, a great trouble which befell him in Aſie, it may 
be, that at Epheſw, Ads 19. ver. 23. or that mentioned, 
1 Cor.15. ver. 32. but probably ſome other, which Sainc 
Luke mentions not , which trouble he aggravates by 
three notable circumſtances; x. We mere preſſed> out of 
meaſure, above ſtrength, {Eagiby, as if the burchen of a 
ſtrong man ſhould be laid upon the ſhoulders of a weak 
childe, their being no proportion berwixt weight and 
frength. 2. We deſfpaired even of life ; had doubrfull 
thoughts arifing in our hearts, that we ſhould not come 
off with life; The moſt holy men have in this life their fits 
of unbelief, 3. We had the ſentence of death within our 
ſelves, Smrgiua, the anſwer of death ; or, we pafſed the 
ſentence of death upon our: ſelves: I, but God, that 
raiſeth up the dead, delivered us from ſo great a death :; and 
what Inference doth faith make from hence ? why, it 
begat an holy afftiance in him, that God would yet deliver 
him : as if he had ſaid, I am yer to live in the world, 
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[ have not yet finiſhed my courſe, nor fulfilled my Miniſtery, 
and I know, that bands and impriſonments for the Goſpel, 
yea trouble, and perſecution wait for m>3 I, but here's 
. the benefic of experience ; that God who ſupported me, 
when I was preſſ-4 out of meaſure, and above jirength, re- 
vok*dthat ſentence of death which I had paſſed upon 
my ſelf, and deliver:4 me from ſo great a death, be will 
yet deliver me : he will graciouſly come in with ſupplies, 
and ſupport unto me, that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt me: and why {9 confident, Par! ? what bottomes 
this aſſurance? why, the name and nature of that God 
in whom he truſts, his name is Febovah, I am, T was, and 
T am to C:me, or I will be : Now, if you Fay, there was 
danger : I reply, there was a God: If you ſay, there 1s 
danger;I anſwer,there is a God:and if you fear,there will 
be danger; I believe there will bea God: Fehovah an{wers 
to all theſe, and he that was Fehovah ro me in my former, 
is F-hovah tomein my preſent,and will be 7<h»vahro me 
in all my future ſufferings for the Goſpel : He is I am in 
his nature, as being, yeſterday,to day,and the ſame for ever : 
and he 1s, I am, in his attributes, and appearances for his 
people : He is, I am in his loveto them, he loves with ax 
everlaſting love,even untotheend :; T am in his Covenant, 
which is everlaſting,that he will be the God of his people 
unto death: And he1s,T am in mine own experience,l have 
foundhim to be ſo to me;and therefore,I do comfortably 
argue my heart into an expeftancy of help , from 
this God, and may ealily ſay, He hath delivered, 
he doth deliver, and he will deliver mz : The ſame 
argument may the Saints take up, 'by way of comfort, 
and hope to themſelves, in times of perſecution, when 
they conſider their former deliverances, and Gods nn- 
changeableneſs. And now give me leave to make ſome 
digreiſion, in commending my thoughts, by way of 
comfort, to you, and co my ſelf, in caſe we ſhould be 
called forth, to a ſuffering condition : much hath been 
ſpoken, and much to purpoſe on this ſubje&, yet all is 
litrle enough, and many of the Saints have found it iſo 
1 an +-«r of temptation, 1, Lay 
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1. Lay this upon your ſpirits, that your ſufferings are 
upen youfor God for bis names ſake, it is, ye are killed all 
the day long, and led forth as ſheep unto the ſlaughter : y2 
ſuffer not as evil doers, or bufiebodies in other mens matters, 
but for Religion ſake, the Goſpel fake, and for the hope of 
the promiſe made of God unto our fathers, as the Apoſtle 
affirmes of himſelf, A&s 26.ver.6. and therefore ye have 
good cauſe to gather up your ſpirits, and humbly expect, 
that God will ſtand by you, and ftrengthen you in the 
day of your tryal : This made good Mordecai ſpeak at 
that rate of aſſurance, Heſt. 4. ver. 14. Enlargement and 
deliverance ſhall ariſe ts the Fews, though Heſter (the moſt 
vifible and likely perſon to advocate their cauſe, lying in 
the boſome of Abaſueras, as his beloved Qtteen ( hould 
hold ber peace; and this made the three worthies gird up 
the loyns of their mind, and quit themſelves like men, 
yea, like brave men, in that great day of their tryal, 
when, in the cauſe of God, they were threatened with 
a fiery fornace, Dan.3. ver. 17. Our God, whom we ſerve, is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery fornace; Able ? who 
queſtions the omnipotency of God ? But, how know you, 
that he will deliver ? why, as the eye of their faith was 
upon that promiſe, Tſa.45.ver.2. ſo it was alſo upon their 


former preſervations;they contider'd how eminently God 


had delivered them from the: Chaldeans ſword, bathed, 
yea, made drunk, with the bloud of many tnouſands, in that 
ſad day of Feruſalem : how they had been kept alive in 
Babylon ; what power, even to a Miracle, God had put 
forth in preſerving health, and ſtrength, and beauty to 
them, with pulſe and water 3 and had given them an ho- 
nourable ſtanding in that-ſtrange Land ;. and therefore 
now they were brought forth, 'to bear witneſs againit the 
Tdolatry of that' Nation, and to maintain the worſhip of 
the true and living God 3 they concluded their preſerva- 
tion, that God would own them, and the cauſe they 
ſuffered in; which made them ſpeak with that gallantry 
of ſp3=r; He will deliver us out of thy hands,  O King : This 


| aforeyr alſo Daniel gave of his preſervation, —_— 
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[ have not yet finiſhed my courſe, nor fulfilled my Miniſtery, 
and I know, that bands and impriſonments for the Goſpel, 
yea trouble, and perſecution wait for m*3 I, but here's 
. the benefit of experience ; that God who ſupported me, 
when I was preſſed out of meaſure, and above jirength, re- 
vok*d that ſentence of death which I had paſſed upon 
my ſelf, and deliver:d me from ſo great a death, be will 
yet deliver me : he will graciouſly come in with ſupplies, 
and ſupport unto me, that the gates of hell ſhall n»t prevail 
againſt me : and why (© confident, Parl? what bottomes 
this aſſurance? why, the name and nature of that God 
in whom he truſts, his name is Fehbovah, T an, I was, and 
T am to C:me, or Twill be : Now, if you Fay, there was 
danger : I reply, there was a God: If you ſay, there 1s 
danger;Ianſwer,there is a God:and if you fear,there will 
be danger; I believe there will bea God: Fehovah anfwers 
to all theſe, and he that was Fehovah to me in my former, 
is F-hovahb tomein my preſent,and will be 7<hovahrto me 
in all my future ſufferings for the Goſpel : He is I am in 
his nature, as being, yeſterday,to day,and the ſame for ever : 
and he 1s, T am, in his attributes, and appearances for his 
people : He is, I am; in his loveto them, he loves with ax 
everlaſting love,even untotheend : I amin his Covenant, 
which is everlaſting,that he will be the God of his people 
unto death: And he1s,T amin mine own experience,l have 
 foundhim to be ſo to mezand therefore, do comfortably 
argue my heart into an expeCttancy of help, from 
this God, and may ealily ſay, He hath delivered, 
he doth deliver, and he will deliver mz : The ſame 
argument may the Saints take up, by way of comfort, 
and hope to themſelves, in times of perſecution, when 
they conſider their former deliverances, and Gods nn- 
changeableneſs. And now give me leave to make ſome 
digreiſion, in commending my thoughts, by way of 
comfort, to you, and co my ſelf, in caſe we ſhould be 
called forth, to a ſuffering condition : much hath been 
ſpoken, and much to purpoſe on this ſubje&, yet all is 
little enough, and many of the Saints have found #.ſo 
in an k-«r of temptation. _ 1. Lay 
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1. Lay this upon your ſpirits, that your ſufferings are 
upon you for God; for bis names ſuke, it is, ye are killed all 
the day long, and led forth as ſheep unto the ſlaughter : ys 
ſuffer not as evil doers, or bufiebodies in other mens matters, 
but for Religion ſake, the Goſpel ſake, and for the hype of 
the promiſe made of God unto our fathers, as the Apoſtle 
affirmes of himſelf, A&s 26.ver.6. and therefore ye have 
g00d cauſe to gather up your ſpirits, and humbly expett, 
that God will ſtand by you, and ſtrengthen you in the 
day of your tryal : This made good Mordecai ſpeak at 
that rate of aſſurance, Heſt. 4. ver. 14. Enlargement and 
deliverance ſhall ariſe ts the Fews, though Heſter (the moſt 
vifible and likely perſon to advocate their cauſe, lying in 
the boſome of Abaſueras, as his beloved Queen ( hould 
hold her peace : and this made the three worthzes gird up 
the loyns of their mind, and quit themſelves like men, 
yea, like brave men, in that great day of their tryal, 
when, in the cauſe of God, they were threatened with 
a fiery fornace, Dan.3. ver. 17. Our God, whom we ſerve, is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery fornace:; Able ? who 
queſtions the omnipotency of God ? But, how know you, 
that he will deliver ? why, as the eye of their fajch was 
upon that promiſe, Tſa.45.ver.2. ſo it was alſo upon their 


former preſervations;they contider'd how eminently God 


had delivered them from the: Chaldeans ſword, bathed, 
yea, made drunk, with the bloud of many tnouſands, in that 
ſad day of Feruſalem : how they had been kept alive in 
Babylon ; what power, even to a Miracle, God had put 
forth in preſerving health, and ſtrength, and beauty to 
them, with pulſe and water 3 and had given them an ho- 
nourable ſtanding in that-ſtrange Land ; and therefore 


now they were brought forth, 'to bear witneſs againit the 


Tdolatry of that Nation, and to maintain the worſhip of 
the true and living God 3 they concluded their preſerva- 
tion, that God would own them, and the cauſe they 
ſuffered in; which made them ſpeak with that gallantry 
_ of ſp) +; He will deliver us out of thy hands, O King : This 
ac” C alſo Daniel gave of his preſervation, -Dan.6.y.22. 
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My God hath ſent his Angel, and hath ſhut the monih of the 
Lions, that they have done me #9 burt, foraſmuch as before 
/  him,. innocency was found in me ; That is, he ſuitered as a 
-* righteous man, ina righteous caute. O fare it ought to 
be che care and wifdome of the Saints, not to provoke 
and exaſperate wicked men, nor pull trouble on them= 
ſelves, by a concempt of, or by any ſeditions praiſes 
againſt che perſons of worldly Governours ; that when 
they come to a day of ſuffering, they may ſpeak Daels 
words, That innocency is found. them hefore the Lord; and 
that before the Magiſtrate they have done no hart, by 
tranſgreſling any Law of man, which-is conſiſtent wich 
the Lawes and honour of God : This will quiet the 
ſpirit, and bring in reſerves of comforting hope, and 
vcr in the ſaddeſt day: How f{weetly doth the A» 
poſtle argue, 1 Pet.4. ver.12,13. u#to the end, to the com- 
forting and ſtaying up believers in the fiery trial !. Oh ! 
would you but {ip often of this cordial wine, and ſpice 
it with your own experiences of God unto you,in former 
deliverances, how would it antidote againſt Apoſtacy in 
an evil day, and excellently prevent thoſe finkings of 
ſpirit , which the fear of ſuffering times produceth in 
ou ! | 
E 2. As there is hope of deliverance, when ye ſuffer ' 
upon the ſingle Intereſtof Religion, and that with fingle 
hearts; ſo alſothere wants not ground of hope, becauſe 
the ſpirits of all the faichfull will be up in prayer : All- 
the Sainrs will then haſten to the mount, and put in for 
your ſafetie, as being of a common concernment : They. 
confider,: that their lives, are bound up- in the lives of 
their brethren : The Apoltle argues thus, Heb. 13, ver.3. 
Remember them that are in bonds, as. bound with them, and. 
them that ſ»ffer adverſity ( eſpecially for the Goſpel ) as 
being your ſelves alſo in the bodie ; This Chapter is called 
by a Divine, The Chapter of Remembrances : This is a 
ood Mements, a ſeaſonable Ttem to particular believers, 
Sactaties, and Churches, to remember, before the Lord; 
their Brethren that are in bonds, as. being bound witi, *m, 
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in regard of ſympathy and: fellow-feeling, being members 
together of the ſame bodie, as alſo, in regard thar the 
chain which is upon their brethren, may. ſuddenlie be 
faſtened to their bodies ; when a ſcare-fire is begun in 
a Town, every man will be readie with his bucket to 
quench it, becauſe he fears the fireing of his own houſe; 
It was well ſaid, | | mM 
Tunc tua res agitur, paries cum proximus ardet ;. 
and will be well applyed by Believers, when they. fore- 
ſee their own ſufferings, in their ſuffering brethsen ; and: 
labour to put a ſtop to that ſcare-fire, as hearing theſe 
words falling from the lips of: their dying brethren, hodie 
mihi, cras tib: ; that which is my portion to day, will be 
thine to morrow, if the: Lord' do not. ſtay the rage of 
bloudie men 3; a ſcare-fire ſeldome ends in the firſthouſez 
the Peftilence doth not often ſtay at the firſt family : nor 
perſecution end in the'death of one Saint; if, the Lord 
chain not up thoſe mad dogs, they will: break. into the 
fold, and make havock of the flock; therefore the Saints 
that are in the bodie, and ſo are lyable to the ſame pers 
ſecutions, will up and tugg hard with God for a ſuffering 
Believer, and that upon the account of their own ſafetie : 
Thus AGs 12.5. When Petey was kept in priſon, prayer was 
made without ceaſing, of the Church, unta God: for him-; the 
whole Church prayed, and that without any, intervals, 
until they had gotten Peter looſe : And why. ſo hard at - 
work? Oh, it was of common concernment ; It ſtood 
them in hand todo it; for Herod. firetched forth his. 
hand to vex-certain of the Church, had killed Fames the 
brother of 7 obn.with the ſword : and becauſe he ſawit pleaſed 
the Fews, be proceeded to take Peter alſo, and the Church” 
knew not how ſoon the: cup might be puc into their 
hands ; and thereforethey beſtirr*d themſelves to obtain 
Perers freedome : There is alwaies 4, baſe ſpirit'in Perſe- 
cutours,;.to gratifie the people... AﬀiQtion, as it ſeldome 
comes fingle, ſo ſeldome. to..a: fingle- perſon :©:;Derethers 
relates, that .0n.the ſame day,. on which Stephen: the /Protd= Mr. Traps. 
martyr ſuffered by ftoning, 1wo thouſand other believers were in loc, \ 
Pur. 4 
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put to death : This then will quicken up to prayer, and 
may comfort the Saints in their fiiffering. eſtates ;' that 
prayer is made of the whole Church unto God for them, and 
that without ceafing ? which, . how prevalent it is, many 
notable returns do witneſs, Melan©hon was much comforted, 
when he found certain women and Children, in a corner, tug- 
ging bard by prayer fer the reformation in Germany ; and 
ſure, were there more of this tugging in England, refor- 


mation would ſpeed better amongſt us, then ic doth : if 


men would cry more unto God, and leſs againtt their 
Governours, we might ſooner hope to ſee an cltabliſh- 
ment, and Religion in a better poſture : which the Lord 
in mercy grant,andasthe Fews cry for the temple, edifica, 
edifica, edifica,ciro,citius, citifime ; ſo dol, that our eyes 
may ſee Feryſalext a quiet habitation, and that the Ta- 
bernacle of David may be built up amongſt ws, in our 
daies. | 

3. This ſtayes up the ſpirits of Believers, m ſuffering 
times; when they 'ſee, the reſiſtance is not unto bloud; 
that God ſo moderates and allayes the fury of men, that 
itextends not to the. taking away life, as indeed,” the 
Lord very often laies ſuch a hand of reſtraint upon them, 
that they cannot exceed that Commiſſion, which he gave 
unto Sathan againſt Fob, all that he hath is in thine hand, 
but ſave his life : late times have been witneſs to this, in 
che penalties, fines, confiſcations, impriſonments, and 
exile of many precious Saints, but their lives were hid 
with Chriſt in God ; the perſecutours could not reach 
them:and no douht the reaſon was this,God had ſet them 
their bounds (in his goodneſs to the Saints) which they 


 conld-not paſs: The ſenſe of this made the believing 


Hebrews ſo couragious and reſolved, Heb, io. ver. 32, 33. 
ye endured a great fight of afflitions, partly whileft ye were 
made a gazing ſtock, , both by reproaches and afflicizons, ye 
were reviled, and hooted at, and yet ye waded through 
all that'mire, with cheerfulneſs ; and partly whileſt ye. 
became companions of thoſe that were ſo uſed : ſurely 
there was then farre more good fellowſhip among He 
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- Fians, upon a ſpiritual account, then now there is : 
How did the old Puritans of England. cling together ? 
what ſincere heartedneſs of affe&ion was there among 
them ? how would they owne one another in Courts,and 
Conventicles, 2nd hug a brother, notwithſtan.ling all 
the dirt which was catt upon him ? but we are groin fo 
fine-fingered now; that we will not tonch- a fotled gar- 
ment; and ſo neat in our dreſs, that we will not ſuffer 
a ſport upon onr coat for Chriſt; It were well if we were 
ſo curious in Saint Fames his Cenſe, to keep our ſelves un- 


ſpotted frrom the wor'/4 Jam.r. ver.ult. or in_fude's fence, 


next to hate the garments fprtted with the fleſh, Jude, ver. 23. 
nay farther, Heb.10.ver.z4. ye had compaſſion of me in my 
bonds, relieved an impriſoned and a hlenced Miniſter : 
How did good Chriſtians think it their honour, to be 
Gaimſes, and entertainers of good Miniſters? Nay fur- 
ther, ye took, joyfnlly the Poiling of your goods ; this hath 
been made good alſo among us : and how chearfully did 
. Chriftians carry on their Profeſſion under theſe ſuffer- 
ings: as when the hand of the Lord is upon a family, or 
town, if the ſoand and healthfull ſee-that the deceaſed 
recover, and that the fickneſs is not mortall, this takes 
oft much of that fear which began to ſeize upon them z 
_ they keep their dwellings, and adminiſter nor unto the 
lick, in like manner, when perſecution ftriketh ar you 
ticular Chriftians, and the Lord tayeth the rough win 
Þre and faggot ; in that day of his eaſt winde, and thas it is 
in meaſure, not exeeeding liberty, or ſome leſs penalties 3 
others do keep their gronnd, and ſhrink not from their 
colours : Oh lay np this Confideration, as a cordial 
by you, when the fear of perſecutions begets a fainting 
in you : and as Jeſus Chrift ſaid concerning Lazarws his 
diſtemper, Foh# 11,ver.q. Thi fickneſs Is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, and that the ſon of God may be glos 
rifyed thereby ; So when troubles, and perſecutions ariſe 
believe, and comfort your ſelves in this, that they ſhall 
not be unto death, bur for the glory of God, and that the 
fin of God might be glorifyed , them. Thus, mars: as 
Le | or 
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Lord had given in Peter, as an anſwer of the Churches 
prayers, in fo ſignal a manner, and had ſmote the Per- 
tecutour, with ſuch a remarkable hand of Divine venge- 
ance As 12.ver.24. The word of G.d grew and wiliiptied : 
the feed lay a while buried under carth, and the blade 
that began to put out, was a lictle nip'd, and hung the 
head : Hercd's perſecution was a blatting wind and froſt; 
it did a little ftock the wheat,and made ic change che co- 
lour ; but when Peter was delivered,and Herod deſtroyed; 
whoſe death was rather, precationzs opus quam morbi, the 
fruit of the Churches ſeeking, then his own ſickneſs, 
as was ſaid of Aris the Hzretick ,)who was prayed to 
death by Alexander, that good Biſhop of Cunjtantinople ; 
then the word grew, not onely*the blade, but to the ear, 
yea, to the ripe wheat in the ear; Knowledg grew, Faith 
grew, Hope grew, Profeſſion grew, Godlineſ(s grew, and 
Comfort grew : nay, the Word did not onely. magnifie 
in the hearts of thoſe, where it was rooted already, bur 
even multiplied in the Converſion of many others, theſe 
gracious actings of cultodient mercy, being as the warm 
ſun, and growing ſhowers unto che earth : Thus, Phzl. x. 
ver.12. Paul tells the Philippian brethren, that the things 
which bappened unto him|_ viz.] the troubles and perſecu- 
tions, have fallen out rather to the furtherance of the Goſpel, 
they helped forward the Goſpel in the fruitfull Profeſſion 
of t,and he gives this as an evidence of it,ver.14. becauſe 
many of the brethren of the Lord walk;d more confident by his 
bonds, and became mich more bold to fpeak the word without 
fear : at his firſt anſwer before Nero, no man jtood with him, 
but all forſock, him 3 the brethren were cow'd and creaſt- 
fallen, ſtood alooft off, as fearing the rage of that cruel 
Tyrant, who orie:tem fidem Rome. cruentavit, embrued 
the riſing Goſpel with rhe bloud of its Profefſours, ena- 
Qing a bloudy decree, that whoſoever confeſſed himſelf, 
to be a Chriſtian, ſhould be put to death, as a convifted 
enemy of mankind : Hence he is called by one, the de- 
dicatour of the condemnation of Chriſtians : But when 
they ſay, that the Lord flood by him, and delivered im - 
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of the mouth of the Lion, 2 Tim,g. ver.17. and that he had 

obtained, liberam Cujtodiam, freedome to go abroad with 

his keeper z nay, that he had hired an houſe in Kome, 

and received all that came unro him ; preachins the king= 

dome of God, and reacting thoſe things - which C:ncerned the 

Lord Jeſus Cirijt, with all cConfideace, no man forbidding 

him; that he was neicher {Jaitt, or thut up, nor yet ftlen» 

ced: then they rook courage, and not onely profeſſed, 

' bur preached the G fpel without fear, and ſcattered that 

precious fecd within the walls of Ceſar's pallace, Thus 

the Lord governs the fufferings of his alk, 2 when nor 

unto bloud,to the jtrengthening of weak hands, which hand x 
down, and the feeble knees,and to the making of jireight paths 

for their feet, that the lame are nt turned out of the way, 

but rather healed, Heb.12. vergi2,13. There's much heal- 

ing mercy to weak believers, who like Mepiibojheth, are 

lame of their feer, as to profeſſion, and ate apt to get a 

wrench in rough wayes, when the Lord ſtayes the rage 

of men, and brings off his ſuffering Samts, with 

ſafety both of cack and conſcience. Lay up this 
Contideration againſt a day of tryal: Andlert me add 

furcher, : 

. 4+ That if the Lord ſhould leave you in the hands of 

bloody perfecutours, and ſhould give them a full com- 

mitlion, not onely againit your liberties, but your hves 

alſo, yet even your death would be life unto the dead,in a 

ſaving ſence unto others : this hath- been often witnefled, 

that ſunguis Martyrum eft ſemen Eccleſig, the blood of Mar- 

tyrs 15 the ſeed of the Church. Many Believers have a- 

roſe out of the aſhes of one dying Phenix : Indeed the 

Goſpel is the white ſeed, wherewith the Lord ſoweth the 

great held of the world, having ploughed and prepared 

it by the law; and hereand there a Church groweth up, 

in this and that Nation : and here and there a Believer 

ſpringerh up in this or that family and town. 'Fhis 18 n,gicarr 
- 46 moſt uſuall ſeed, faith cometh by bearing, and bearing Jamnation's 
by the word preached, Rom. 10. ver. 17. Yet the Lord hath .Chriftiaucs 
@ red ſeed, which ſometimes he ies the —_—_ Terps» 
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and that's the blood of the martyred Saints : which alſo 
through a ſecret blefſing-power, is fruitfull both to the 
gain and growth of many fouls: Eccleſia totum munduns 
ſanguine & oratione convertit, the Church couverts the 
whole world with her praying and bleeding : as the lilly 
is increaſed with her own juice that flow's from it, ſos 
the Church with her own blood : Fulian ſaw this, which 
made him ſpare the lives of ſome Chrijtians, not out of mercy to 
them, but out of malice to the Lord Jeſus, leſt by cutting them 
off be ſhould caſt ſeed into the ground, to bring forth a fuller 
harveſt - © did ye but work this. confideratiou home up- 
on your hearts, how would it comfort you in an evil 
day ! How would it render you ſtrangely willing, not on= 
ly to ſuffer joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods ; but allo ' 
che ſpilling of your blood, that ſo ye may miniſter ſeed 
unto the Lord and encreaſe his harveſt ? what 1s it, be- 
fides the glory of God, and the diſcharge of duty with 
comfort and conſcience, which quickens up faithful Mi- 
nifters to ſpend themſelves and ftrengch in the work of 
the Goſpel? is it not that they may gain over ſouls unto 
the Lord ? that they may bring ftinners home to God ? 
and what encourageth to this ? doth not the hopeand ex« 
pe&aucy, that they ſhall ſhine as the ftarres for ever and e- 
ver ? Dan.12, ver.3. and not onely as ftarres of the leſſer 
magnitude, but even as the Sun in the kingdome of their 
father, Matth. 13, ver. 43- O ! to whar an height of glory 
ſhall a poor clodof clay be advanced! How ſhall he- be 
the obje& of divine love, the wonder of Angels, and 
the envy of devils to all eternity ! and that the ſaving of 
ſouls contributes much, through grace, to this glory, 
that quotation in Daniel doth fully ſpeak, not to the ate 
tainment of it þy way of merit, bur to the enlargemene 
'of it by way of mercy : Now how much of argument is 
there in this conſideration to ' perſwade Miniſters ro 
breath, and Chriſtians to bleed our their lives co-winne 
fouls unto God? give me leave co apply that paſlage, 
Pſal. 126. ver. 5,6. To this purpoſe, though it bear. another 
ſence, they that ſow in tears ſhall reap in-joy. - Iknow:- if 4. 
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dic Martyrs in the preſence of your relations, ye will 


ſow your bloud and lives in the tears of wives and chit= 
dren ( tears are a tribute char living friends doow to the 
dead upon the account of nature and grace )and if pour 
death be a Martyrium creentum, a bleeding Martyrdome, 
it will be g wet ſeeds-time with you; I but ye ſhall reap 
in joy ; it will be matter of joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory to you, if the ſeed ye fow takes roor. to. bring in 
ſouls to God: There's joy in heaven at the converiion 
of one ſinner: Oif a bleſſed Martyr (when mn heaven 
and freed from that body of fin, which hinders the foul 
in its pureſt a&s of joy ) ſhould know-what a precious ſeed 
of grace, through grace, his bloud was to ſome-poor {in- 
ners; how they received life from his death, what re- 
joycing would this'bring forth in him, is that fulnefſe of 
Joy in the preſence of God will admic of any encreaſe : 
however, of that goeth away weeping, bearing precious 
feed, (or his ſeed-basker ) with him,fhall doubtlefle come 
again with Joy, bringing his ſheaves with him : O. the 
great day will bea day of ſolemn triumph untoyou, when 
ye ſhall bring thoſe Saints, yea ſheaves of Saints, which 
were gathered in, and rooted to life and fruicfulneſſe ir 
your bloud. Come on brave ſoulz, let theſenfſe of formeo 
deliverance forrifie your ſpirit againit a day. of perſecuti= 
on, and addetothem this confideration we now propoſe, 
and draw ap gallantly after the pattern. of your great 
Lord and maſter, H#6.12. ver, 2, Lookgng-unts 4eſu the its, 
thour and finiſher-of your faith, who for- the joy that was ſet: 
before him, endured the crofſe deſpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet 
down at the right hand of God in glory, orof the throne af 
God; itis clear, that the manhood of Chrift, or the 
man Chriſt Feſus , confidered in' an abftratted [notior:. 
from'the Godhead, feared death, Heb. 5. ver: 7. at leal- 
the ignominy; ſhame, and' ſorrow of. the croſfe; cherefor: : 
we-hear him once and again praying, thas if: it was: poſſi 
ble that cup might paſſe frombim, Matth.26: ver. 39. andy: _ 
for the joy which was ſet before bim he endured this croſſe, andy 
deſpiſed" thr ſhame xe brought along with irz for — 
ws | Ours 
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tours of the higheſt rank were by the Roinan Law nail- 
ed tothe Crofſe ; hence Ifa.53. ver. 9g. the Prophet tells 
us, he made his grave with the wicked ; that is, ſuffered the 
deach of the wicked,the word imports ungodly,lewd and 
turbulent,irreligious cowards God,debauch*r in manners, 
and turbulent in the Common-wealth ; which fort of 
men, David by the wordof the Lord doomes to deſtru- 
ion, Plal.g. ver.i17. The wicked ſhaii be turned into hell, 
And now, though the man Chritt Jefus ( who is God 
bleſſed for evermore, the Lord of glory ) feared death, 
and was pur tothat (hamefull and tormenting death,the 
death of Hell-birds ; yet he endured it, and deſpifed 
the ſhame of it, having his eye upon the joy ſet before. 
him; and what was that joy? Sure, much of -that joy 
coniifted-in his compleating the work of his Redemption, 
i bringing home the Ele& unto God, as Iſa. 53. ver. 11. 
He ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied, 
Hebr. ſhall fit down with acquieſcence of fpirit, ſhall 
dwell there 3: he ſhall receive joy and fatisfation from 


the ſaving of finners; as a man doth, that dwelleth in - 


his own houſe, ſcituated with che beſt advantage of profic 
and delightfulnefs : It was the ſaturity and fatisfaCtion 
of his ſoul; and the reaſon thereof may be gathered 
from John 12.ver.z2. whete he ſayes, and I, if I be lifted 


up, will draw all men after me : he knew there would be. 
ſuch a magnerick-vertue in his death, which would at- 


tratall men,. towit, multitudes of men,and women to 


believe in him: :© The Spiric being- tobe. ſent forth', and. 


the Goſpel being to be univerſally preached, after his 
death: O then, ye believing ones, look unto this Jeſus, 
and -look unto this joy, which in ſome meaſure will be 
giver in unto youzby the attraiveneſs of your deaths to 
dray ſoules to Chriſt ; and ſettle this upon your hearts, 


that, though your blond may be ſpilt as water upon.the . 
ground,yet by the wiſe appointment of a gracions Godait , 
may beas feed, inftrumentally not meri-coriouſly ( for in. 


this ſenſe onely the bloud of Jeſus is ) of life and grace to 


. to 
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poor ſinners; and be not ſo fireiten-ed in your bowels 
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tothe Lord Jeſus, or to your poor brethren, as to deny an 
handfull of ſeed ( if called untoit ) to encreaſe the great- 
harveſft.I ſhall ſubjoin but one Confideration more;namely, 
. That tis an honorable advancement to be called our 
by Chriſt to ſuffer for hin 3 a vouchſatement of grace, hr 
and that in a way of ſpeciall favour to die a Martyr, a ;, " w_ 
right Martyr : The Apoftles As 5. ver. 41. rejoyced that Ys 4 
they were Counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of ,,,,,-11.. 
Chriſt, x8]nZ:1s01car that in a way of grace they had this ,;,,, ,ypnia 
honour put upon them, that they were repured as {-be7i gra- 
erſons worthy to wear an honourable ſcar in their tire Des 
fleſh for Chriſt, chough they were onely ſcourged : this Elettiont. 
made Paul and Silas ſo meray at midnight, that they 
ſung Pſalmes, probably of praiſe to God, that they were 
counted worthy to be fſhur up in the inner priſon, and 
to have their feet made faſt in the ſtocks, for thgteſti- 
mony-of Jeius, Ads 16.y.25. Hence he tells the Philippians 
Phil.1.ver.29.to you it is. given, $22pio8n : as it 184 grant of 
grace, of rich grace,t# the behalr of Chrift,not only to believe 
cx him, though that be an high honour ; byt alſo to ſuffer 
for his ſake : as if he had (aid, the Lord hath granted you 
this honour,thart ye ſhall believe on him, when as he leaves 
thouſands of yonr acquaintance, country-men, yea Bet- 
ters, upon a worldly ſcore, in. unbelief : This is worth 
your acceptation, our admiration : this calls for full re- 
rurnes of praiſe and thankfulneſs,bur this is not all, that 
this grant of grace conferres, by way. of honour, upon 
you : forye, ye that are believers,-ſhalf alſo be ſufferers, 
be Martyrs ſor Chriſt : - aud Jure the crown of Martyrdome, 
is a glorius crown, and every ſoul wan over to God by a dying 
Martyr, will be as an Orient pearl, and previous Diamond in 
his crown, of far more value then that Adamanr, found 
about Charles Duke of. Burgundy, ſlain by the Switzers, 
at the battel of Nantz,ſfold for twenty thouſand Duckets, 
and placed, as ic'is ſaid, in-the Popes cripple crown. 
Oh, what foretaſtes of glory; what 'Taviſhments of ſou], 
| have many of the blefled Martyrs had, in their ſuffering 
for Chrift-! Hold Lord, ftay thine band, I Can bear no mare: 
| : like 
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| likeweak eyes that-cannot bear too great « light : and 
oh what thankfulneſs and joy of heart have many ex- 
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48. and preſs'd ! It is the greateſt promotion God gives imthis world, 


Alew, Fol, to ſuffer : ſaies Father Latimer, ]T thank, God mojt heartily fer 
I553- this borr:My.Glover wept for joy of by tmpriſonment:God fore 
. give me my unthankfulneſs for this great exceedingmercy, that 
among ſo many thouſands, be chuſeth me to be one, in whom he 
will ſuffer, ſaries Mr. Bradford, Martyr: T am the uitmeeteſt 
Martyr - mum for this high office, that ever was appointed to it, ſaies 
#298 1 CA" Mir, Sanders ; Such an honour is it, (aies Fohn Carliſle, 
tem a_vo ' Martyr, as the greateſt Angel in heaven i not permitted to 
og M1, Pave; God forgive me my unthankfulneſs : Oh then, what 
= e's the Apolile fates, Heb.12.ver.z, as the cloſe,and Epilogue 
1744. of that Martyrology, ſo ſay I, Wherefore ſeing you are 
compaſſed about with ſo great cloud of witneſſes, lay afide 
every weight, and the fin that ſo eaſily beſets you, and run 
with patience the race which zrſet before you: Ye know not 
what times ye may be called unto : what qualmes of 
fears may be upon your ſpirits, and what temptations to 
(elf pitty from Sathan, and the fleſh may then ſeize upon 
ou: Therefore ſtore up Proviſion afore hand, lay n 
Þromiſes, lay up Prefdences, lay up Arguments, an 
ley up theſe confiderations, by an unworthy hand offered 
unto you ; keep a freſh ſenſe of former deliverances,and 
unprove them by way of comfort, and ſupport in perſes- 
curing times: Argue with David, Pſal.g. ver: 33. Have 
mercy on me O Lord, confider my troubles,which I ſuffer of thens 
that hate me, and probably, in the cauſe of Religton, thou 
that lifteſt me up from the gates of death, ex preſentiſimo, en 
certiſſimo 'inmteritu , from. preſent, and certain dangers, 
which ſhewed me, the grave gaping for me ; and- there- 
fore, raiſe up your fpirirs, and belieyingly ſay, as ver, 
6,7,8,9. O thou enemy, de:ftruftions are come to a'perpetual 
end, the date of thy commiſhon againft us is exprred,and 
ſhall never be renewed, and chy deſtraftion from the 
Lord is irrevocable, and eternal ; but-the Lord fhall the 
dure for ever, vivit, regnatque Chriſtme--= Chritt lives, and 
raigas, 4nd {ball judg the world in righteoufncts ; __ 
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will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of 
rrouble.--- Read and enlarge theſe, and the following 

Verſes in your own thoughts. 
3. Improve the confideration. of —_—_ mercies by 
way of ſupport, under all your ſaddeſt and foreſt tem- 
cations from the wicked oe : If the manchilde ( Chriſt 
Foſs in the ſpirit ) be formed in you, and any aftings 
of fue be brought forth by yon, the great red Dragon 
will wait to devour you; He # your adverſary, an inve- 
terate enemy; he owes yon an ol4 grudg, and will be 
revenged on the. heel, for the brwmiang of his head, and 
that by your head : It is his [ncerett co beftirre him- 
ſelf; If Chriſt gaineth,he looſeth : There's a wedge looſe 
with him, .when the word findes a welcome in a finners 
heart : There's not a (oul brought home co Chritt, but 
is ferch*d out of the Devils quarters, not a convert gain- 
ed, but is wonne by Chrift in a ſet batcel : Sathan ſadly 
ſpeaks thoſe words of Fcbn the Baptiſt, Fohn3. ver. zo. he 
muſt increaſe, but I mujt decreaſe; The ſeas 1n conrinual 
revolution, when it 1s high water in one place, its low 
water in ſome other; : ſo when it is high tide in ſuch 
a-nation, country or town, its low water with Sathan : 
Chriſts gain is Sathans loſs 3 He knows how Chritts, 
and his own affairs go on in the world,who gains and who 
looſes, and that his loſs is Chriſts gain : and therefore he 
tries all his tricks, improves every method,and turns every 
ſtone, to keep his own ground, to man his own forts, 
maintain his own principality, and wirhall-to gain foules 
to himſelf,to fetch them off from the embraces of Chrutt : 
nay, he is ſo boldand daring, that though he ſees the 
aftings of godlineſs from the Saints,ana findes a work of 
grace in them,(which he doth find by i hoſe ftrong repul- 
ſes the heart gives to his ſecret temptations( hich are his 
ſpies, ſent forth to ſearch the land, by whom he learns 
what frame the heart isin ): Though he ſees his ſtrong 
holds beat down, and defaced by a conquering ſpirit, 
though he obſerves the ſtream running in another chan- 
nell, and that the ſoul is now . in armes againſt him, 
: | believing, 
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believing, repenting,mourning, praying, watching,hear- 
ing, and all againſt him ; yet he will play an afcer game, 
and not be wanting in «kill or will to reduce the ſoul : 
And he ploughs im hope, and ſowes in hope, for he 
cannot read the Lambs book, of life, he knowes not the | 
decrees of God, they are Secret to him untill death 
brings forth a diſcovery, and the ſoul is raken up to | 
God,and therefore, though he fears ſuch or ſuch a Saint, 
that is gone off from his quarters,is under ele&ing grace, 
yet he hopes the contrary : Yee ſee how buſie he was 
with Foſhua the High Prieſt, Zech.z. ver.1. and how hard 
he prefſed upon him, probably, not without ſome hopes 
ro have got him, or the day againft him, until Chrift re- 
buked him, and told him, he was a brand plucked out of the 
fire, ſingled out by the purpoſe of the eternal Father, to 
be a veſſel of grace, then he fleared away, and left him : 
Yet, as our Saviqur, probably, but for 4 time, Luke 4. 13. 
nay, though he ſhould read their names writ in heaven, 
though he knowes the immutability of Chriſts love, that 
whom be loves once, he loves to the end, John 13. ver. x, and 
of Gods counſel, that hzs gifts and calling are «utJauinem 
without repentance, irreverſible, -Rom. 11. ver. 29. yet ſuch 
15 his malice, and ſo great is his rage againſt the Saints, 
that, if he cannot keep them out of Canaan, hee'l ſting 
them, and ſcratch them in the wilderneſs, before they 
ger thither : though he cannot put out their light, hee'l 

e 4 thief in their candle,to ſwail away much of their comfort : 
though he cannot reach themin heaven, he will reckon 
with them on earth : if they muſt to heaven, he will ſend 
them cripples thither ; he will havea leg or an arm out 
of joint or broken, or he will want of his will : ſome way 
or Other he will vex them, buffet, and diſquiet them : 
many long ſtories, and ſad ones too, may be told of his 
exploits againſt the Saints; my own experience can Wit- 
neſs, ſomething of his trains andrreacheries, of his ma- 
lice and the Lords mercy, of his black deſigns, and of 
the Lords gracious ſupport and diſappointments, bleſſed 
be his holy name, and adored for everþe his goodne(s A 
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O then, in the name of the Lord,lift up your banners, buckle 
on your armour,ftand with your weapons in your hands, 
ready to receive and charge your adverſary; and that ye 
may be ableto withſtand in the evil- day, gather up your 
experiences, of God,and meditate upon the great chings 
God hath done for you, in the day of your outward 
troubles : what that power, that wiſdome, that goodneſs 
of the Lord hath been, which hath appeared unto you, 
and engaged for yon in the time of your greateſt 
ftreights; and what thoſe ftreights and diftreſſes, how 
ſharp, and how prefling, from which the Lord hath 
wrought your deliverance. And then:go to your'ſpirt- 
tual Logick, frame ſuch an argument as this, The 'Lord 
gives help to his diſtreſſed Saints in their ourward 
troubles, therefore alſo will he help them in their.inward 
temptations 3 now 1f Sathan fhall argue, that, God doth 
not give in ſuccours to the Saints in their outward 
troubles ; ic's true, they, and it may be, ye:had helpand 
deliverance, bur it came not from God; when ye were 
caſt upon ſuch and fuch fick-beds, that ye deſpaired of 
life, and your friends-gave you up for dead, then the 
Phyſfician-came, and by his great $skill adminiftred ſach 
phyſick , which wrought your: recovery ; or when ye 
were il ſuch ftreights, the liberality of your friends re- 
lieved you, or in ſuch-exigencies, the wiſdome and po- 
tency of your allies brought you off, God was not ſeen 
in.all your deliverances : What will you do now ? why, 
your bulineſs 1s to ſecure this fort by ſummoning your 
Experiences, and placing: them' upon the works :. ſay- 
ing that ye beheld the face of God in ſuch deliverances, 
that your help was onely from on high, that men and 
means ſtood off, and came nor in, no, not for a reſerves 
or though\men and means were'fſeen upon the wall, yet 
God ated by the initrumentality of them, though Chri- 
ftians were conſulted with, yet the blefling of God upon 
the means broughtforth rhe cure : 'be ſure ye own God, 
in every erin, how .viftble and potent fozver 


creature=helpsare or pn -entrench. your faith in. 
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[this perſwafion,that whatſoever ſecondary cauſes contri- 


bured,the chief agency was from God.If Sathan beat you ' 


"out of this trench, he will ſoon take your ſtandard, and 


rout your whole army : but if ye make good this ground, 
if ye have the advantage of the hill, ye are out of gun- | 
ſhor, all his murthering pieces will not reach you: ye 
may then quiet your ſpirits in any affault, when yecan 
ſay in your greateſt diftreſles, as Paul, 2 Tim.4.ver.16,17. 
Ns» man ſtood with me, but all men forſock me, notwithſtand- 
ins. the Lord jtood with me, and ſtrengthened me : Here's a 
clear appearance of God : Or with Daniel, My God bath 
ſent his Angel, and ſtopped the mouthes of the Lions, that 
they have not hurt me: or with David, in my diſtreſs, I 
cried unto the Lord, and he heard me : Ptal.120.ver.i. And 
ſurely, ſome of the Saints deliverances have been ſuch, 
( I can inſtance in mine own ) which were fingly and 
fignally wrought by God : But now, in other caſes; 
where inſtruments have been uſed ( as many ſuch caſes 
there have been ) be ſure you give them, even all crea- 
ted helps, the name of inſtruments, and own God as the 
rincipal Agent, that his arm moved everey wheel, and 
is hand guided and wrought with every tool :-- do this, 
andyeare well enough : Pſal.77. ver.20. Thou leddefi thy 
people like a flack, by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, to wit, 
through the the red ſea. --- Moſes ſtruck the waters with 
his rod, I, but God divided the ſea. --- thou leddeſt, is 
onely applicable to God, and by Moſes, onely intimates 
an inſtrument ; ſo Pſal.88. ver.65,66. Then the Lord awa= 
ked as one out of ſleep, or like as a mighty 'man that ſhouteth by 
reaſon of wine; and be ſmote the enemies in the hinder parts, 
be putteth them to a perpetuall ſhame ; However the army 
is marſhalled, the ftrozk is from:God 3 the borſe z# prepared 
againſt the day of battel, but ſafetie is of the Lord, Prov. 21. 
ver.Z1. But ſuppoſe Sathan ſhould deny the conſequence 
of the Major ( for he is *AvJi/me&>, a ſubtle opponent ) 
and argue though God did deliver in taara. yet he 
will not in ſpiritualls: Whois he that ſhall deliver out 
of my hands ? Ile make you know, that ye are wra/tling 
k | 208 
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20t with fleſh and bloud, ( men that are your matches ) bi. 
with principalities, and powers, who are much above your 
match, there is impar congreſſu., a great diſparity in 
ſtrength and: wiſdome, and all things between me and 
ou : What are all the powers of the worldzto the God of 
ths world ? what are all the dark plots of menzto the pro- 
Jets of the Prince of darkneſs? What are all che whiſtling 
waters to the great Apoilion , who 1s the deſtroyer ? why, 
anſwer, greater is he that is in us,then he that is in the world, 
1 John 4. 4. thy power, Sathan,is but a limitred power 3 
Chriſt our Redeemer hath thy chain in his hand, thou 
canſt nor break one link of it, nor paſs one hairs breadch 
beyond thy boundaries : befides,T hou canjt have no power 
againſt me, except it be given the from above: If thy Com- 
_ miſſion hath not paſs'd che Signet-Ofbce in heaven, it is 
bur a blank piccc of parchment : Nay farther, thy head, 
and thy heart, and thy hand too, have been all at work 
in thoſe miſchiefs, that were plotted and ated againſt 
us, and yet thou ſeeſt, we have a ſure footing in peace, 
and ſafety : when we were under water, we had never 
come up again, but had been quackned in the deep, if 
the itrength of thine arm could have kept our heads down: 
when we were ſhut up in priſon, we had never came 
forth, if thy bolts and locks could have made faſt . the 
doors : when we were under the power of our enemiies,we 
had never come of with life, if thy malice could have 
turned the points of their weapons againſt us; Burt God 
made us to be pitied of all thoſe that carried us away captive, 
Pſal.106. ver,46. Our fickneſſes had been mortal, if chou 
couldeſt have ſpilt the potion, or ſtirred a the humours, 
ro have encreated the malignancy of the diſtempers : buc 
in all things wherein thou didjt deal proudly, God was above 
thee ; and he that rebuked thee in thine inftrumencs, 
will rebuke thee alſo in thine agency : He that defeated 
thee 2s worldly Governors, will defeat thee as ſpiricuall 
wickedneſs alſo : That wiſdome, goodneſs, and pawer,, 
which ſecured our temporalls againſt thee, will much 


more ſecure:their ſpiritualls ? If thou couldeſt not-fpill 
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our blood, much lefs ſhalt thou be able to ſplit our ſouls: 
If thou couldeſt not take away our credit, we are ſure 
thou ſhalt not take away our crown : Ift'our goods were 
out of thy reach, much more ſhall our graces and our 
glory be : He that delivered us out of the mouth of the Lion, 
will deliver us from every evil work,, and preſerve us to by 
heavenly kingdome. But further, if Sathan ſhall argue, 
Who doubts the power of God ? or who ditputes againſt 
his omnipotency ? biit wherefore ſhould God put forth 
his Almightineſs, ro ſecure you againſt me ? what claim 
can ye make tothat mercy and goodneſs ye ſpeak of ? let 
your reply be, Gal, 1. ver.4. Tvat Chriſt gave himſelf for 
your ſinnes, that he might deliver you from this preſent evil 
world, according to the will of God, even your father : And 
that fin and Sathan are they that make this preſent 
world evill ; all evills flow from them. If therefore, 
God our father willed the death of his Son, to deliver us 
from this preſent evil world; he willed his death, to de- 
liver ns from thee, and that baſtard brat of thine, fin 
alſo: And more, Fohn 14. ver.30. The Lord Feſus ſaid of 
thee, the Prince of this world hath nothing 1n me, nor any 
power over me; and if not in Chriſt, then neither in us, 
at leaft, not over us, ſo that thou ſhalt be able to undoe 
us, and deſtroy us : We are one with Chrift, be is the head, 
and wethe members ; and we can lay a Goſpel claim(which 
is agoodtitle ) to all Chriſt, andto all of Chriſt, which 
is communicableto rthe:creature: The Apoſtle gives us 
good warrant, 1 Cor. 3. ver. 21. All things are yours, and 
why ? ye are Chriſts,yea,ſ{o Chriſts,as that Chriſt is yours: 
a relative propertie, as is between husband and wife: --= 
Hence, 1 Cor.1.ver.30, He is made unto us of God,wiſdome, 
righteouſneſs, ſantjification and redemption, as if the Apoſtle 
' had ſaid, the wiſdome, righteouſreſs, ſantiification, and re- 
demption, which are in, and wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, are 
by deed of gift, through grace, made over unto us-: So 
then, againſt thy wiles, and ftratagems, and cunning 
methods, O Sathan, We bave the wiſdome of Chriſt,(which 
is ours for dire&ion ) to ſecure us: | Againftthy accuſa- 

| TS Ge . tions, 


@_m—_ 


Dangers, Deliverances, ard Duties. 


255 _ 


tions, enditements, and charges for ſin, we have the 
righteouſneſs of Chrijt ( which is ours for juſtification ) to 
acquir us, againſt thoſe heart-defilements, corruptions, 
and concupiicences, wherewith thou wouldft ſoil us, and 
foil us, we have the holineſs of Chrift ( which is ours for 
SanCtification ) in ſome meaſure to defend us: and a- 
gainſt thy might and malice, treachery and tyranny, 
we have the kzngly office of Chriſt, his authority, his omni- 
potency ( which are ours as to Redemprion ) to protect 
us : oh this, this name of the Lord, thus diſplayed and 
believed upon, is a ſtrong tower in the hour of temptation : 
All the batteries of Hell cannot make a breach in it : 
Now then, get into this hold, ſhut the doors upon you, 
and let your temporal-preſervations be as locks and barrs 
to forbid Sathans entrance : Lift up your ſhield of Faith, 
emboſſed with your own experiences; and wherever that 
Lion ſhall roar upon you, give him battel, fight him 
upon his own ground, beſteadfaſt in the faith, keep true 
to your own experiences, and believe without waver- 
ing the unchangeableneſs of Gods nature, and 
Attributes-, and the Yea and Amen of all his 

Promiſes. ; | 
Improve the ſenſe of eminent mercies and deliverances 
by way of comfortable afſurance to your ſelves in-all 
our caſtings down, and fears of your eternal welfare : 
Bur I ſhall ſpeak little and warily on this head, having 
touched upon it already, in a foregoing uſe ; and leaſt 
pong gene ſhould ger up, and carnal Profefſours ſhould 
indle a fire ( fetching fuel from this paſſage ) and com- 
paſs themſelves abont wich ſparks, walking in the light 
of this fire, and in the ſparks which they have kindled, 
which, notwithſtanding all theſe confidencies,their doom 
1s pronounced by the Lord himſelf,that they ſhall ly down 
in ſorrow,Ifa.50.ver.r1.Indeed this humour is very ranck; 
Minilters- cannot with all their pains, preach, and pray, 
and print it down : And therefore I dire& this diſcourſe 
to the children of the new birth, who have the witneſs 
within themſelves of the work and truth of- grace; ſuch 
wt | may 
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may fetch much comfort from the appearances of. God 


unto them, in a day of diſtreſs: they may argue, Is not 
the life more worth them meat, and che body then rai- 
ment ? Is not the ſoul more precious then name, credit, 
; limbs,and life? Have the mercies of God been fo fignally 


remarkeable upon a temporal, and thall they 
much more upon a ſaving account ? was the 


not be 
red ſea 


dried up ? a pathway made through the wilderneſs, Fer- 
dan made fordable, and the Cananites flain even with 
hailſtones from heaven, and all this to give Iſrael poſ- 
ſefſion of an earthly Canzan; and ſhall not the outgoings 
of grace, and outſtretching of power be much more glo- 


rious , to bring us to heavenly Canaan? to th 


at City 


which hath foundations, and walls, whoſe builder and 
maker is God? Oh! reaſon up faith and hopeto an ex- 
ſpe&ancy of after bleſſednel(s, by conſidering the bleſſed 
preſence and good will of him, chat dwelt in the buſh, 
in preſent comforts, preſent ſuccours, and preſent del1- 
verances, I ſhall onely propoſe the prefidency of Saint 
* Paul, under a remarkeable preſervation, even from the 


Tyrant Nero, 2 Tin.q. ver.17,18. I was delivered 
the mouth of the Lyon --- and che Lord will del 


out of 
ver me 


out of every evil work, and will preſerve me to his hea- 


venly kingdome : You may find much of chis in 


David, 


arguing from temporalls to eternals ; obſerve that Pſa. 

23. ver.6. I will dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever ; 

Domus mi which ſomerimes 1s taken for heaven, that upper houſe, 
jeſtatis. that houſe of State, in which Chriſt ſayes, Fobn I4.Ver.2, 
There are many manſions ; Saint Paul calls it, 2 Cor.5.ver.r, 


an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens 
Pſitk7. ver. ut. 
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Oh, in all your finkings of ſpirit, let the ſenſe of 
mercy received be as a cordial unto you, and affure your 
ſelves,that, if in famine, (word, peril, nakedneſs, &c. 

. ye have been more then Conquerours, through Chriſt. that loved 
you, get up your hearts tothis perſwafion, that neither 
death nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor powers, nor 


things preſent, nor things to come, nor beight:nor depth, nor 
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«ny otter creature ſhall be able to ſeparate you frrom the love of 
God which is in Chrift Feſus your Lord, Rom.$.ver.37-38,39. 
or hinder yon of heavens happineſs, which is the fruit of 
Gods El:@ing love, and the purchaſe of the Redeeming 
love of Jeſus Chriſt your Lord : O then, comfort one an= 
other with theſe words, === | 

] am come novwrto the fifth and laſt LIſe : Is it ſo, that 
the beſt of Saints are often brought into ſuffering con- 
dicions ? rhat their aftif&ions are ſharp, and violent ? 
that the appearances of God are eminent, and imme- 
diate to cheir help in the day of their diſtreſs ? Is this a 
truth atteſted by the experience of Saints in all ages? and 
cannot their enemies deny this? why then here is a rod 
for the backs of fool-, a ſharp reproof for the profane 
and carnal world, in 3 Particular. 

1. It reproves them for their uncharitable cenſuring 
of tht ſuffering Saints 3 what more uſual, then for wicked 
men to emertain hard thoughts, and ler fly in harſh 
ſpeeches agaift the people of God in diſtreſs; meafuring 
their finnes by their ſufferings, and if their calamities 
exceed others, their iniquities exceed them alſo; laying 
down this falſe potion : that, the greateſt ſufferers are 
finners; and that, when the rod is moſt, the wrath of 
Go.is moſt alſo ; not confidering that. of the Apoſtle, 
Heb.12.6. Whom the Lord loveth, he Coafteneth, and (courg- 
eth every ſon whom he receiveth, laying down an cxemprion 
from the rod, as a note of Baftardie 3 or that, Apoc.3. 19, 
As may as T love, I rebukg and chaſten ; This was practiſed 
by Shimei in thar great day of Davids dittreſs, when he 
fled from his rebellious ſon, 2 $a#?. 16. 7, 8. Come out, 
come out thou bleudy man, and thou man of Belial, the Lord 


hath returned upon thee all the bloud of the houſe :f Saul, in 


whoſe fkead thou haſt reigned, and the Lord bath delivered 
the kingdome into the hand of Abſalom thy fon, and behold, 
thou art takn to thy miſchief,or,taken into thy wickedneſs, 
becauſe thou art a murtherer, as ſome Tranſlations read. it, 
and as agrees with the Hebrew ; This was the Interpre- 
tation that Eliphaz put upon Fob's ſufferings, 7b 4475. 

| al L1 Rememoer 
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Rememember, I pray thee, who ever periſhed, being innocent ? 
or where were the righteous Cut off ? even as I have ſeen ; they 
that plow iniquity, and ſow wick; daeſs,reap the ſame; thereby 
wounding him in his holineſs, and heart-fincerity , yea, 
n70n the matter, charging him to he a ſon of Beiral, and 
that becauſe Gcd was now writing ſuch bitter things 
in the bloud of his catte), ſervanrs, and childrer, yea,in 
black charaGers of ſore diſpleaſure upon his own body. 
Ir vas nor much to be heeded,that the Barbarians fatten- 
ed the guilt of mnrther upon Paul, becauſe the viper 
faſtened upon his hand, As 28.ver.q. But that the viper 
ſhould faſten upon the hearts of men and women under 
the ſame common Profeſſion with us, that the venom of 
the old Serpent ſhould ſwell to ſuch a degree of cenſu- 
ring, and uncharitableneſs, is much to be lamented, and 
doubtleſs, ſome will ſmarcfor theſe hard ſpeeches, when 
Feſus Chriſt ſhall come with ten thouſands of bis ſaints, Jude, 
#er.14,15. Then ſhall they know the Engliſh of that Text, 
x Pet. 1. 6. andthe ends of God in afftlifting his precious 
ONesS. 

2. For their unjuſt charge of Hypocrifie upon them : 
who ſo envious as evil men ? who are ſo much the objetts 
of their envy as the godly are=- and why is their malice 
ſo much againſt them ? ſurely, it is upon the account of 
Religion, of differencing Grace and holineſs : This was 
the ſeed of the firſt quarrel betwixt man and man 3 this 
was that which made Cain a fratricide, and wherefore 
flew he bis brother ? becauſe his own works were evil, and his 
Brothers righteous, x John 3.12. and now, though the laws 
of men, and the power of God reſtrain wicked men fiom 
murdering the godly, yet they ſhed the bloud of *their 
ſonles, and flay their fincerity, by charging Hypocrtfie 
upon them, which is the higheſt degree of murchcr, and 
that which the ſeed of Cain ſhall one day pay deaily for. 
But what makes them ſo bold to cal) the Saints Hypo- 
crites ? what colour have they for tuch a charge ? or 
what ground have they, thus co traduce the ftincere fer- 


yants of the Lord? why, the falſe glofsthey put yes 
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the humbling Providences of God, they expound un- 
ſoundneis of body in them, to an infallible Evidence 
of an unſound fpirit, rottennefs in their bones to bethe 
proper fruit of a rocten hearc, and that the voyce of the 
Lord, in their preſent ſuftermgs, doth fully ſpeak all 
their profeſling, praying, watching, waiting, hunulity 
_ and holineſs, to be but mere diflembling : what do the 

arguings and deportments ef fFob's chree friends import ? 
and 1n ſpecial, that paſſage of Bildad. Fob $. 6,7. to the 
end of the Chapter, If thou wert pure and upright, ſurely 
now, be would awake fir thee, and make thy righteouſneſs 
- proſpereus 3 Whar doih this Hypotheſis, this uncharicable 
Suppoſition import, but a ſecret charge of Hypocriſie ? 
may it not be {<uſed thus? ah Fob, thou wanteſt that 
heari-purity, and heart-uprighrnefs, which renders the 
Perſons and ſervices of Gos-iincere ones acceptable in 
his {ighr ; rhou hatt had indeed, a great deal of the name 
and form of godlineſs; thou haſt carried it fairly and 
plauſibly before inen, and haſt purchaſed co thy ſelf the 
repuiationof a godly pcrion in the world, buralas! the 
hearc-tfeaiching Coil, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, ten 


thouſand voumes brighrer then che light of che Sun, hath ' 


ſcarched thy reins and weighed chy ſpirit, and having 
followed the ftreams of thy devotion to the fountain, 
hach fond, chac Hypocrifte hach been the head, and Self 
the ſpring of all thy ſervices; thou haſt but (ery'd thy 
ſelf upon God, thy Religion hath been but mercenary, 
and tiou haſt been his fervant onely becauſe he gave 
thee good wages; therefore hath this calamitous condi- 
tion overtaken thee, and the Lord doth not awake to thy 
help, which he would certainly do, if he found thy heart 
upright in his wayes 3 This he confhirmes by the obſerva- 
ticn of the fathers, who were men of great age, great 
wiſdome, and great experiencein the world, ver.$, 9, 10. 
and that by three elegant fimilitudes, ver.11, from the 
ruſh which cannot grow up without mire; 2. from the flag, 
which cannot grow without water ; both which ver.12.being 
removed to a dric unwatered ſoil, "gp dic and wither 
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the root, ſo ver.13. are the wayes of all that forget God, and 
the byppcrites hope ſhall periſh ; being at a diſtance trom 
the fountain of living water, and having the root of his 
. confidence in himſelf : A third Sinylirnde is laid down 
ver.16,17. He ws green before the ſun, and vis branch ſhooteth 
k forth in his garden, his roots are wrapped about the heap, and 
Seccoſzs fſeeth the place of flones ;--= comparing an Hypocrite to a 
exTremel. preen andſa ppy tree, which growes up under the warm 
There bring {qfluences of the Sun, and ſpreadeth his roots, receiving 
on - xox ſecret moiſture from the garden-fprings 3 yet the ax ſhall 
ain of: DE brought, and cur it up, --- being like the Cyparit, 
tone, VWhich bears ſmall berries,and bitter leaves,thac yeild an 
O.her ſen- ill ſmell before God, and therefore he cuts him up, and 
ſes of this cafts him out of his garden 3 this further appears to be 
paſſage ar? that, which Budad drives at, and wherewith ne chargeth 
given by Ex- Fob, upon the account of his preſent (ufferings, becauſe, 
poſtours: Ver, 2c. he aftirmes that God wil n:t c:t away a perfett 
howrver, all yam ; neither will be belp tbe evil docrs ; That the perfe& 
«nag * man in Scripture language ( however otherwaies glofſed 
4 get upon by ſome in our dayes ) denotes a fincere ſervant of 
with bypo- the Lord, one whoſe heart is upright with the Lord, is 
onfic; which Clear in many paſſages; now, what meaſure fob had 
1$the chief from Bildad and his companions, the ſame have many of 
thing I aim the fuffering Saints had from the cenſorious and carnal 
atinchis world, and that upon the ſame giounds : but, be wiſe, 
quotation. O ye ſnarling doggs, be mltryged, ye blind Barbarians, 
call not a ſuffering Saint,becauſe in diſtreſs,an hypocrite, 
for they are branches bearing fruit in Ckrift, and the great 
vine-drefler doth but purge them by afftliftion- ( cutting 
off their luxuriant branches)that they may bring forth more 
fruit, Joh.15.2. Take heed,ye fin not by ſuch uncharitable 
cenſures againſt the generation of Gods children, lejt his 
wrath be kindled againſt you, and ye periſh in the way z even 
in this your way of traducing and ſlandering the footſteps 
of Gods anointed ones, and leſt the Lord ſpeak, ſuddenly 
againſt you, as he did againi Aaron and Miriam, inthe 
quarrel of Moſes, Numb.12.8. and ſay, How were you not 
afraid to peak againſt my ſuffering ſervants. 
77, 3. For 
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3. For thar definitive ſentence which they paſs upon 
the Saints, when under ſuifering, as though they were 
caſt cff by God,and delivered over by Juſtice unto deftru- 
&ion : indeed, wicked men are very peremptory in their 
conclufions againſt the Lords people, and when they ſee 
load laid upon them by the Lord, in ſome calamitous 
eſtate, they preſently determine upon the queſtion, tha: 
they are forſeken of God ; Thus David in Pſal. 71. 7. brings 
in his enemies encouraging themſelves in their furious 
attempts againſt him, under this afſirance, that God 
had caſt him off. Hear at what a rate they {peak, God 
hath forſaken bim, perſecnte and take him, for th-re is none 
to deliver him ; But, why {fo confident, that David is now 
one of the forlorne hope? that his condition is deſperate 
and irreparable? have you not feen what ſtormes he hach 
borne up under; and ſailed againft ? have you forgot 
the formidable armies he hath broak through,and broak ? 
why ſhould you think,thatAbſalom's Rebellion,or Sheba”s 
' Mutiny ( for it is conceived, the Pſalwz was penned upon 
one of thoſe occaſions ) ſhould caſt ſuch an old, and ex- 
perienced Souldier into a loſt condition ? O'! Gud was 
wont to go out with him, and his good preſence was,as 
a munition of Rocks unto him,whereby he became not onely 
ſafe, but ſucceſsfull in all his enterpriſes 3 but now, the 
caſe is altered, David ſtands alone, he, fights with his 
own arme, God hatb now forſaken him : but, how know 
you, . that he is in a deſerted eftate ? O, 'tis clear, and 
legible in thoſe ſore diſtreſſes that are upon him, hee's a 
man mark'd out to ruine, God will not deliver him, and 


chus deridingly did the wicked ſcoff at David,Pſal.22.7,8. C:ntemptus 
applied by the Evanzelitt to the Lord Jeſus, Mattb.27.39.p.pali ludi- 
when he was nailed to the croſs, all they that ſee me in this 6r7 5 7 ops 
afflicted and calamitons condition, laugh me to [c5rn, they pr c0riis de- 
ſhoot o«t the lip, they ſhake the bead, ſaying, He trujted on ciaratare 


the Lord, that he would deliver him; let him delzver him, 
ſeing he delighted in him ; a gauling Sarcaſm : reproachkfull. 


language 3 Good God! how great is thy patience to pars 


don, at lealt to paſs over, for the pretenc, tuch blaſphes- 
mous 
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mous ſcoffs againſt thy felf, and againft thy ſon ! and if 
it was done thus to the green tree, what ſhall be done to the 
drie? Poſt Carthaginem, vinci neminem puduit. Let not the 
Saints be overmuch troubled at the taunts of the wicked, 
when the Son of God himfelf ſuffered the {ame meaſure 
from them : but ſtay : ſpeak, no more ſo proudly, O ye un- 
godly ones! do you think the tender Mother has caſt 
off all care, all bowels, all love, becauſe ſhe lets her 
helplefs Infant lie crying in the cradle a while? no, no, 
het come, and take it up, kiſs it, lay it in her boſome, 
and draw forth her breatt unto it : Thus doth the Fa- 
ther of mercics do; though he may. ſuffer his children 
to be brought into great and pret{ing calamities, and to 
lie crying for ſome time upon the groundz yet do not 
conclude, chat God hath caſt away his prople; and caſt 
off all care over them ; no, hear at what a crate of love 
he ſpeaks ; how he uſeth aff-&ion with a render Morhey, 
and oucvieth her, Iſa.49.14. Zion ſaid, the Lord hath for- 
ſaken me, and viy Lord hath forgotten me ; bat what is the 
reply ? can a woman forget her ſucking childe, that ſhe could 
not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Mothers ufually 
have more 'teudernets, and their afte&ions put forch 
greater ſtrength to their Babes, then Fathers do; The:e- 
fore the queition 18 not, can a man forget, but can a 
woman ? again, it is nor, can this or that woman ? --- 
but indetinztely, can any woman 3 yea, the rendereſt of 
that ſex : again,lit is not,can a woman forget her Childe? 
that the may, a little, when nurſed at anothers womans 
breaſt, but her Childe that drawes life and love from her - 
own. breaſts ? and then too, when it lies at her breafts, 
and ſhe feeds it with her own bloud? again, ic 1s not, can 
a woman forget a iucking childe,anorher womans childe, 
to whom ſhe is onely nurſe? though this engageth much, 
and much love runs through the milky veins, even to 
the childeof a ſtranger, yer thee may forget it 3 but it is, 
a ſucking childe, which is the fon of her own womb ? 
nay further, it is not [can a womanforbear to kiſs, or 
can ſhe at any-time- refuſe ro dandte her childe in her 
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arm? no, but can ſhe forget, or, can ſhe withhold ma- 
ternal compaſſion from 1t? can ſhe expoſe ic ? can ſhe ſhut 
up her bowels ſo, that ſhe ceaſeth all expreflions of 
care and compaſſion towards ic ? which, in women, in 
Morhers, in wives, in chaſte and loyal wives, is very 
rare, if poſſible: yer, be it ſo: ſhoulda mocrher, one of 
a thouſand be found, ſo hard hearced, and unnatural], 
to forget her ſucking childe, the ſon of her womb; yet, 
will no: T forget chee, no, fer.31. 20. Ephraim is my dear 
ſen ( all Gods ſons ate dear io him )) he z a pleaſant child. 
Ail Gods children are children of his del:ghrs, ſo the 
Heb. reads 1t , ſince T fpeak; againjt him, or chide him, for 
all afli&ions are the rebauk:ings and chidings of God; 
T do earneſtly rememb-r him ſtill; I have not forgot him, 
nor the atte&ions of a father unto him, though I have 
dealr a little roughly with him, and left him a lictle ina 
diſtreſſed condition : My bowels are troubled for him, like 
a tender Mother, that bears her Childe company with 
her own tears,whileſt ſhe is correcting of him ; the whipps 
him, and weeps over him, and drawes more tears with 
the rod from her own eyes, then, -ſhe does bioud from 
the fleſh of her crying childe : fo *tis with God, his 
bowels ſound louder then his blows; and whileſt he pu- 
1iſheth as a Judge, he pittieth as a father : and, as it is 
with a mother, when ſhe hath whipp'd her childe, the 
ſpeaks it fair,ſets it upon her knees, and dries its cheeks 
and eyes ag:in with her own lips; ſo the Lord, when 
he hath laſt'd his Ephraim, takes himinto his armes, and 
ſayes, peace my dear ſon, be quiet my pleaſant Childe, 
for I wili ſurely have mercy upon thee, miſerendo miſerebor, 
an El:gant Hebraiſme, implying the certainty of mercy 
from the Lord to his Ephraims : but when will the Lord 
have mercy upon them? will he haſten his help ? will 
he ſpeed his ſupplies ? yes, have you never ſeen a tender 
mother, what haſt ſhe makes, when the ſhrill outcries of 
her fallen childe ſound ſadly in her ears, ſo-1ſe. 31.5. As 
birds flying,ſo will the Lord of hoſts defend Feruſalem;the Lords 
mercies are a. as. bird upon the wing, they mount high, 
arTEe 


264. 


hy A ect 


The Saints Triangle - of 


>» 
IF 
V* 
= : - 


farre above all oppolition, end they fly ſiriftly, not ro 
be overtaken by the malice of man, nor ſuccours, pre- - 
vented by the pollicie and power of Hell: O ! how aoch 
this ſweeten that bitter cup, which is in the hand of an 
atflifted Saint ! how doth this ſupport and ftay up a fink- 
ing ſpirit ! how doth this charge folly and falſshood 
upon wicked men,who cry out againſt the Saints, in the 
day of their diſtreſs ; God hath forſaken them, the Lord 
bach caſt them off; and how doth this .comport with 
that great truth, ſpoke unto in this Treatiſe ? viz. That 
the appearances of God are eminent and immediate, 


. certam & ſudden, to the help of his people in their di- 


{trefled eſtate : For ever then , let all black mouthes be 
ſtopped trom belching' forth reproaches againſt the 
Saints, charging them to be the greateſt {inners, hypo- 
crites, and. forttken of God, becauſe they meet with 
many and lore afflitions in this valley of tears. 

2, This reproves thoſe who ſtrengthen themſelves 
with the arm of fleſh, and lean upon the creature, when 
a{flictions overtakes them 3 that forſake the fountain of 
living waters , and hew out unto themſelves Cifterns, even 
broken Ciſterns, that will hold nowat-r ;' the choiceſt crea- 
tur2-enjoyment 1s leaking ; 'fin* hath perforared the 
creature , and bll'd ir full of chinks , ſo that, all that 
comforting, healing, helping , ſatisfying, and relieving 
good, wherewith God filPd the creature at its firit crea- 
cion, leak*'s out, untill fin. be pardoned, and the leaks be 
ſtopped by Gods own hand. This then ſpeakes the 
great foliy of men to lay any expe&ancy of help from 
che creature 3 yet, What more uſuall ? Many men , as 
they charge their ſufferings upon the creature, fo hey 
exipet help, tn their ſufferings, from the creature. This 
was Aſa's fin, 'that, in his diſeaſe, he ſought not to the 
Lord, but to the Phyicians, 2 Chron.16.12. 

It is not {imply evil to ſeek to Phyticians , but com- 
manded, aud commendable : but A4ſa's fin was this, that 
he ſought not the Lord, quiz in medicz, ſothe Hebr. is 


_ rendered/,;-becauſe he truſted in the Phyſicians, and 


F NN © - eonciuded, 


dt _—_ 


Dangers, Deliverances ard Duties. 


= — 


it, 15 worthy obſervation, that Rapha, which ſignifies a 
Phyſician, is uſed alſo tor a Gyanr, Dent.2. 2G. that alſs 
Was accounted a land of Gyants, Rephaim; Gyants were 
very proud, and truſted much-m their own ſtrength ; Da- 
vid cells thePhiliftine Gyant,that he came out agamſt him, 
witha ſword, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield, 1 Sar. 
17.45. implying his truft in his arms, and a1me of fleſh, 
as the Antitheſis or oppolite termes do ſhew, but I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of Hotts ; and 1s not this, 
"very much the tault of Phylicians? do not men bear 
themſelves very high upon their learning, skill and. ex- 
periences ?. do they not-boaſt , what cures they have 
wrought ? in what deſperate caſes they have been tuccel(- 
full? how they have raiſed up Parients fromche very 
gates of the grave? and to one that comes ta a lick 
Perſon in rhe name of the Lori, that attempts a cure 11 
the ſtrength of God; ten may. be found, I fear, who come 
with a ſword, with a ſpear,and with a ſhield, whoacrempt 
great things in their own ttrength, reſt more upon their 
own experience, then Gods Providences, and give more 
co their own preſcripts, then to divine preſence z. which 
may.beone reaſon,. why the Lord pus ſuch! new and 
various diſtempers into old difeaſes,as Agues and Feavers, 
that he may befool chat generation of men, who are {0 
wile in their own eyes; and this may be one cauſe, why, 
in ordinary caſes, they fo ofcen nutcerry, being there- 
fore called Kephaim, becauſe, through their raſhne(s, and 
14-2dvertency, they ſend ſo many of theirpatients, El- 
Kephaim, nnto the dead, fo "tis, uſed Pſal.88,10. Shall the 
- dead ariſe, and praiſe thee, Prov.2. 18, It has been very 
coihmon for men to place much crutt in the power and. 
proweſs of, Gyants, and to expect great things. from 
them. How, did the Philiſtines, repoie upon their great. 
Goliah? 1 Sam.17. 8, 9. offering, themieives to be ITſraels, 
ſervants, if any Iſrael:te was able to conquer their Cham-. 
pion in a fingle duel: O, how do too many hang their: 
hopes of health and recoyery upon the, Phyliicians $kill p 
HS min | M m i 
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if they can get bur ſuchi and ſuch a Do@onr to their 
bsd-fides, they preſently conceit themſelves well, at 
aft, ina fafe way for Recovery : This is a fault in 
bo:h, whereby an encroachment is made upon God, 
and he robbed of his glory -: may not that queſtion be 
put in this caſe, 2 Kings 1.3. Is it nt , becauſe there is no 
God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of Baal=zebub the God of 
Ekroz? alas! Gale himfſclf is bur a Baal-zebub, as to 
the perfe&ing of any cure, without the blefſed preſence 
of the Go{ of Iſrael 3 Aſa tinned, in traſting to the $kill 
of an Tſrae/iriſþPhylician, as well as Abaziab in ſending 
to enquire of his recovery of the God of Ekron : *cis 
dangerous to rely upon means, though the beſt of 
means; we are commanded, in trouble, to call upon 
God; but.if we truſt in our prayers, or expeCt help and 
health from them, we ſin, and have little ground to 
expect ſafety : The ark was a figne of Gods preſence 3 
and even fordaz it ſelf was fordable; when the feer of 
the Priefts, who bare the Ark of the Covenant, came 
ro the brink of the river; yet , when the Iſraelites in a 
defeature by the Philiſtizes Army , imputed their over- 
throw to the abſence of the Ark, and therefore, ſent 
for the Ark into the camp ; making the earth ring, with 
their loud acclamations of joy , at the approach of it , 
putting themſelves into the hazzard of a new battel, 
under the prote&tion of that ſacred ſtandard 3 they 
wade but a bad bargain, for they were again ſmitten 
with a very great ſlaughter, and the Ark of God taken, 
i Sam,4.3. unto the 12 verſe, Much more might be ad+ 
ded, to thew' the danger of reſting upon man and 
means ; but this hath.been fully ſpoke to already , in & 
former Uſe. | 
3. If this be rrue; that God appears to the help of 
his people, in the day* of their diſtreſs 3 then blame 
may be juſtly charge> upon thoſe, who- will not wait 
for help from God; who diſcover impaciency of ſpirit 
in an evil day, if help do not ſuddenly come , many. 
wy 6 it : Saul -had much to ſay- for 
NI « | himſelf, 
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himſelf, The Philijtines were gathered again(t him in great 
numbers , Iſrael was ſcattered from bim , and $Samnel , out= 
ſtayed his time appointed , 1 Sam. 30. $. compared with 
1 Chroy. 10. 8. and yet becauſe he waited not for help in 
Gods way, andat Gols time , Samuel tells/him, verſ.13. 
that be bad done fooliſhly ; === and ver.14. that buy ki1gdome 
ſhould not c:ntinue ; It is obſervable, verſe 10. that aſſoox 
as Saul had made an end of offering, , behold, Samuel came; 
Such is Mans Imprudent rathne(s, that he will not cra- 
vail Gods pace, .in the way of his own ſafety, bur will 
whip and ſpur, and run full ſpeed in; wayes of his own 
invention, though to- his coſt ; when as it ſometimes falls 
out, that, ſo ſoon as he hath made all things ready. to 
have deliverance in his own way , Samuel comes; God 
appears, opens a door of ſafety to him, and ina certain 
way of Providence would. have ſecured him againſt all 
his fears ; but now, becauſe he waited not Gods time, 
the Lord refuſeth help, and his own devices. periſh, and 
he with them : The Iſraelttes have lefr this truth writ in 
the bloud of many of them , when they would not ftay 
Gods leaſure , but would to Canaan upon their own legs. 
Numb.x4.44- whereas, had they waited Gods time , he 
would have carried them thuther in_his own armes : 
Fehoram ſinned this way , when he broke out into ſuch 
high language, 2 Kings 6, ult, Behold, this evil is of the 
Lord ;\ what ſhould I:rwait :far the Lord any longer ?. \Qh, 
Chis 15 a very. great: ehil:zja teeming womb that brings 
torth many il}-favoured:bratts : 7; 

1, Unbehef is the ifſte of. impaciency ; he that belie- 
veth',. . doth :not; make haſte, Iſa. 28. 16. Faith will 
not -make.-more*. haſte then good ſpeed, it will not 
outmmn- the: Conftable ,;- buc ftay: tall rhe. Promiſe 
ſpeaks', Iſe.: 8. x7-, -T will. wait upon. the Lard , that 
hideth bis fice from the houſe. of Facob, and I will wait for 
bim,;. Ile. mot. ftirre a foot from the Promule , nor 
ſtep :afide from the rule to any carnal Yhiftings, - but 
wait for help cill God brings it; but, where there 1s an 
evil : heart (af uibelicf, it departs. from :God/; . leaves 
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him and his wayes, if he be put to overmuch waiting. 

2. Diſcontented murmurings are the produdts of im- 

patience , .if help comes not at the nick of time, when 

tis looked for , then men are apt to let fly in the very 
face of God : What petulancy and peevithneſs of ſpirit 
did-Iſracel once and again diſcover, in their murmurings 
in Egypt, and in the wilderneſs? and what. was the' 
ground of their quarrel ? why, becauſe they were kept 
longer in Egypt', and longer out of C:naan , then'they 
had a minde.to' ſtay : Hence the Apoltle cautions the 
Corinthian Chriſtians to beware of this fin, 1 Cor. 10. 10. 
Neither murmur ye as ſome of them alſo murmured', and 
w-re deſtroyed of the deſiroyer ; and then antidote's them 
againſt this diſtemper , ver.1z. Firſt, By aſſerting that 
atfliftion' is the common lot and portion 'of all the 
Saints. Secondly , that no affliftion of theirs was ſo 
fignall and fingular, bur, that others have had the 
ſame, Thirdly, That God will ſupport his ſuffering- 
ones under all their affliftions, he will bear up the 
weight of -the building, with his own butterefles. 
Fourthly, That ſuccours and ſalvation will come from 
the Lord unto them, and therefore dehorts them from 
repining, and exhorts toa patient waiting for theLord, 
in his own way, and at his own time. 

3. When men are impatient under affliftions, they 
uſually ſtep afide into unlawfull wayes , and rirh upon 
unwarranted courſes : / *tis hard to retain an impatient 
Perſon from taſting the forbiddew/fruir; *cis hard to 
keep his unruly ſpirit within the bounds of duty and 
obcdience: Saul broke the bonds when "Samuel out- 
ftayed his time ; . and therefore, 1 Sam. 13.9, he will 
needs wear a linnen Ephod, at leaſh :invade 'the'Priefts 
Office, , in offering'burne-offerings , and hath his excuſe 
ready to ſhift off the. blame , and- palliate this. offence, 
ver.115 12. 0Becauſe tbat I ſaw, that the people. were ſcattered 
from me, and thar thou cameſt not. within the dayes ap<- 
pointed ,. and that, the Philiſtines gatbered; themſelves toge- 
ther to Michmaſhy therefore ſaid T,''the Philiftines will 
a | came 
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come down now upon me to Gilgal, and T have not 
made ſupplication unto the Lord ; I forced my ſelf 
therefore , aud offered a burnt offering, O' then, take 
heed of impariency, wait- upon the Lord in your 
diftrefſes, wait his time, - and wait for help in his 
wayes : Do mot limit the- Holy. One' of Tſrael : Do 
not preoccupate the Lord, leſt you forſtall your 
own markets, and forſake your own. mercies ; This 
is recorded, as a' provoking fin i Iſrael , Pſal.78.4r. 
That they tempted God ,''and limited the Holy One of 
Iſrael ; deſignarunt , they -prefcribed to him , and ſer 
him bounds , which he muſt not paſs, . and this was 
done. Firſt, By queſtioning -his power, verſ. 20. 
Can God help in ſuch a ſtraight ? can God deliver from 
ſuch a diftreſs ? will the Lord make windows in 
Heaven, and rain down bread, to ſupply in ſo 
great a famine ? as the unbelieving Noble-man 
ſuggeſted, 2 Kings 7, 1.--= 2. God is limited, when his 
will is circumſcribed ; as if he was bound to ſerve 
mens luſts: If Manna come to be loathed as lighe 
meat, Qyailes muſt be ſent, though they die with the 
qgneat, in their mouthes, ver. 30,31. --- 3. When men 
appoint God, what means ke ſhall uſe to accom- 
pliſh and perfe& their deliverance by : thus Iſrael 
will acquaint God, and herein limit him, that the 
onely means of their ſafety 7 » in having a King 
to fight their battels for them , 1 Sam. 8. 20. ---= 4. In 
limiting God his time; he 'muſt-come in with ſuc- 
cours, as, in their wayes , ſo, in their time ; and, if 
Fehovah miſs but'a- minute , 1f he: out-ſtay the time 
defigned by them, then they ſwell, look big, and 
grow-impatient , 'and,' with Fehoram:, They mill wait ' 
for - the'' Lord #0 longer,,' 2 'Kings 6. 33. bg bit: ſee 
hew Iſrael ſped: for their: limicing ,- and feeting down 
bounds to.the: Lord , why, Pſalm 78:5 9,60. '/When God 
heard thi, their carngl arguings; liinfull murmurings, 
and froward:' reſolutions, becauſe God would. not 
ferve their thrns. ih every. point, he. was wroth , aud 
aus 7 ; | greatly 
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greatly abhorred Tſrael ; Oh! "cis a fad thing to be a 
"Perſon or People of Gods abhorrencie : therefore 
wait, and be tilent : *cis the Prophets counſel, and 
very fealonable. in : the caſe propounded , - Zech. 2. 13. 
Be filent , O ll fleſh before the Lord : for he i raiſed 
up out 'of his holy habitation. | 
* . &. This grand Conſideration, That God doth ſea- 
ſonably and fully. appear.co the help cf his peopl-, 
im the day of their ; diftreſs,  drawes up a high 
charge againſt thoſe, who have experienced this 
truth; and do: not 'keep up Records 'of their delive- 
rances , and preſervations; who retain not a ſenſe and 
remembrance of the great mercies of God towards 
them, neither give him the glory of them: Ir is a 
common ſaying , and grown proverbial ; that Injuries are 
ingraven in braſs, but Curteſies are written upon the ſands ; 
with, there was not a truth in this : It ſeems , it was 
true amongſt the Iſraclites, God had done them 
many a good turne , the Prophet gives a large Ca- 
talogue of them, in Pſal. 106. 13. They ſoon forgat his 
works, they made haſt to forget them 3 they were 
waſh'd off with the next tide ;- they had the Lientery, 
which is a kind of Flux in the ſtomach, ' not re- 
taining, nor concofting the meat which is received, 
but for. want of due heat, and a retentive quality 
m the. ftomack., the meat paſſerh ſuddenly away: raw 
and undigeſted, aud thaparts,of the body receive little or 
No.nournthment: from the- chouleft, Food : TIruely, moſt 
men have this ſpiricual 'Lienterys their memories are 
fo fluid and '{ippery,, that +4he; choiceft mercies and. 
deliverances "make but a. little tay upon them , nei- 
ther iv there @. due. proportiqn of, that noble and 
ſacred! heat .;* . an, they” may be conrgoced 
and' rurned +unto. {pimtual: i Qhylet ,] and , noariſh- 
ment: How' wart and weak, , how! crazy;and con- 
fumprive are many mens ſoules, notwithſtanding all 
thoſe- thoice -dainties of Providences, and Qrdinances 
God - hath: fpread: their.tables -with !-::and WHEncs 1s 
R029 this 
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this leanneſs and liſtleſneſs ? whence comes it, that 
the mercies of God bred no more noble and gene- 
rous ſpirits in many perſons ? ſure it proceeds from 
thar unhappy flux that moſt are ſubje& unto : If we 
could retain a righe ſence of eminent mercies- upon 
our hearts, there would be a better concoftion , we 
ſhould be more lively, and more ſpiricuall in our 
rerurnes unto God, and in our a&ings tor God : The 
Lord layes this much to heart, and ir kindles great dif- 
pleaſure in him, Hoſc13. 5,6. The Lord rub's up Ephraim's 
memory, and tells him ; I 4i4 kyow thee in the wilderneſs, 
in the land of great drought, God knew them; Firkt, In 
reſpe@ of their finnes, to vilit for them: Secondly, In 
regard of their wants ; to- provide for them : The Hi- 
ſtory of Gods Juſtice , and his Providence, whileſt [ſra- 
el was in the wilderneſs ſpeaks fully to both theſe: A 
very large account may be given of the eminent and 
glorious as of the Lords bonnty and goodneſs to them, 
when they were ina low condition ; Read Mr. Burroughs 
| Notes upon the place; where he enumerates many ; Bur 
now, when God had brought them chrough Fordan, and 
poſſeſſed them of Canaan,that they were filed, and filled ( it 
15 repeated, ) 4 that freſh and fat paſture, their heart was ex+ 
did nad they forgot God:;But how doth the Lord take this? 
why ſee, Th refore will T be unto them as a Lion, as a Leopard 
24 the way., will I obſerve them, I will meet them as a Bear rob+ 
bed of ber whelps ( ſure there muſt needs be great diſplea- 
fure , when the Father of mercies puts on the nature 
of ſuch fell and fierce beaſts) and T will rent the caul of 
their heart , and there will I devour them like a Lion; the 
wilde beaſt ſhall tear them : Pur all the dreadtulneſs of all 
the creatures in the world together, and all that is in 
the wrath of God: O dreadfull conſideration ! wha 
knoweth the power of thy wrath? Some thiuk theſe 
wilde beaſts do point to che 4 Monarchies, by which God 
determined in afcer times to puniſh this people, as Dar. 


Note. 


Mr. Bur- 


7+3- The Batiloniſh Empire was ſer forth by a Lion, the j,_,, 


Ferſian by a Bear, the Grecian by a Leopard, and the 
Roman 
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Roman by the Wildeyyeaſt : --- ſo that Iiracls caſe muſt 
needs be ſad, when they are given as a prey to theſe 
beaſts, and this 1s engraven as an Epitaph upon their 
Grave-ſtones. O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf --- O, 
lay this to heart, and forget not the mercies of the Lord 
unto you. | 

5. Thoſe are reprooved, who,though they remember 
the mercies of God, tell large ſtories of their eminent 
preſervations, and ſeem to be much affeted in reporting 
of them, which fignihes liccle in Gods account, yet they 
do not live up unto th2mzthey donor receive atty geach- 
ing from them more to engage their hearts to Go4, but 
live as looſly, and as much off from Go\l, as to any real 
aftings for Go1, as though they were under no extra- 
ordinary-Obvligation unto God, which is a brand uport 
them , and notes out a very diſ-ingenious and unworthy 
ſpirit, Vocal thankfulneſs is the 1-aſt parc of gratitudez 
the whole man ſhould be wholly caken up in che dury, 
it is not the water which paſſeth through a {ingle (pour, 
that will curn this great wheel, but che full ſtream, 
which through many pipes flowes from the fountain 5 
A!l that « within me praiſe his holy name; David thought, 
the all of his ſoul in every faculty, litcle enough for 
that great work, Pſal.103. 4. nay, too little; and io Pſal, 
116.9. he ſaies, I will walk before the Lord, in the land of 
" the living, indeſinenter ambulaho: 1 will not onely take a 
turn or two. with God, but will walk conſtantly, to the 
end of the race,thorough the exerciſe of every grace,the 
faithfull diſcharge of every duty, the con(cionable per- 
formance of every ſervice; yea, though all the Aas, and 
parts,and methods of Religion,and all this he engagerh, 
as a Teſtimony of his thankfulnels co God for eminenc 
mercy ,. Ht that full and memorable deliverance, which 
he, obtained happily, in the deſert of Maune,2 Sam. 23. 
2525. When God fetched off Saul who had begirt David 
and his men, with his Army, , where he was in eminent 
danger, to have been ſurpriſed, had nor the Lord in way 
of ſeaſonable Providencealarum'd Saul by the Philijtines,. 
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who then invaded the land : This was a right improve- 
ment of ſuch a mercy :. But alas ! How few-be there, 
who tread: in David's fteps ?' who atup with fuch refo- 
lution and fixednefs'of ſpirit for Cod, nnder-the' ſence 
of admirableand obliging Providences? How little are 
Providences taken notice of ? how little are they im- 
proved by moſt, ſo as ro quicken them up to more afti- 
vity for God ? are there not many, who ſteal, murder, 
commire adultery, and ſwear, fafly , as though they 
were delivered to do all thefe abominations? Fer.7.9,10. 
do they not att as high in waics of fin as ever? 
It 1s with many in this point, as. It 15 with fome. 
vaponring tradeſmen , who live and ſpend all in riot 
and luxury , till they are clap*'d np. by their Creditours} 
bur when cheir friends have compounded for them, pro- 
cured their enlargement, and given thema crading ſtock 
again , they promile fair, and fair, what good husbands 
they will be, and tuckle hard totheir trades for # while ; 
but within a ſhort ſpace , they forget their poverty , and 
impriſonment, and laſh out again as much as ever: ſo 
"ris with many men , who, being brought off by the 
Lord from ſome preſſing calamity,they ſpeak good words, 
and carry it very well for a little time;z but then they 
break our into the ſame excels of finand vanity,as ever; 
what a ſudden and-{trange work was upon Ifrae], when 


God had ſet them upon drie land, Ex04.15.31. yet Moſes- 


and Miriam had ſcarcely finiſhed their Pſalme of praiſe, 


when Hs 15. 2.4. The people murmured, and ſpake bigh 


againſt God : O take heed of this ſpirit , leſt the Lord 
{wear unto you in his wrath, 'as 'he did 'to Rebellious 
Iſrael, that you ſhall not enter his reſt ; T ſhall ſhut up 
this Uſe with that Memento of the Apoſtle, Fude verſe 5. 
1 will therefore put you int remembrance, how the Lord, having. 


ſaved the people out of Egypt, afterward deſtroied them that - 


believed not , that aged not up by faith, to thoſe mercies 
received ; that improved not thoſe advantagesof mercy 
and providential Adminiftrations, which the Lord had 
put into their hands, in ſubſerviency to his glory, and 

£ i Nn. their 
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—their own eſtabliſhment, in that"inheritance, the Grant 
wheveof God had given to their forefathers: Ah friends! 
wethaye much of Iſraels blogd in our veins, of Ifraecls 
impatiency , murmuring , rebellion, and diſ-ingenuity þ- 
upon our fpirits : Qur feet have often ſtood upon the # 6 
brink of Fordan, and yet we have not paſſed over into E 
our land of Reſt z at leaſt the Canaarite: are ſtill inthe 
Land: Otake heed of Infidelity, and unſuitable recurns 
after ſuch figtial and aſtoniſhing Deliverances , both 
erſonal, and National ; leſt the deftroyer come amongſt us, 
and diſfinherit us ; but let us all learn the minde of God 
in theſe glorious Tranſa@tions, live up unto them, and 
acknowledg ys before Angels and men , that, Unleſs the 
Lord hadbeen our, Help , our ſoules bgd dwelt in Silence. 
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Page 2. 1. 32. read 


ſeaſonableneſs. 

P.4- 1.16. r. people. 

6.T. ; ms 
1b. laſt,adde h to the 
firſt word. 

7.10. leave out And 

12.8.7. on 

14.2. leave our, 
ver againſt 
ſea. | 

© 24-21.7r. Deut.4.37. 
- 26.4. adde a to gain 

28.17. Tr. his 

ib. 32. r, confureth - 

32/35. r.unto holineſs 

32.12. F. habitation 

3330.1. Cant.8. 

35-add'me, inthe 

_* margin. 

35.30. TI. 1s 


o- 
the 
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37. 36. r. commented 
40. 20, r, I Kings 

1b. 22,r,,acans of {afety 
41. 25. T, efeature 

- $2. 18. x. undo 

43- 30. I. tempting 
46. 32. I. was 

$5. 24. 7. juſt com- 


 plaints 
FS r, of Jeſus 
59, 25. Leave out the 


firſt, yea | _ 
Go. $. Jeave out,thofe 
$2.13, leave our,our 
G4. C, cucurrimus 
64, 14: 1, unite 
$5430. I. Salvianus 
66.6. T7. how raw and 
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unskilfull 
1b. 12. I, expert 
67.27. r. poſſeſſion 
p.68. 5. r. ſlaſhed 
70.9. T. once of you 
71. r:that, in the mar- 
. gin , under the- (e- 
cond head 
ib. 35. adde us 
72, 25.r. begin 
 toraiſle 
ib. 2g, r. ye cham- 
— pions | 
tb. 1,30, r. Chriſt's 
Ib, 34. 1. ſealed 
74-24. IT. pfal.107- 
tb. go. r. cenſus 
78.27.r. If they have 
wegried thee Th the 
land of peace, then 
what wilt thou do in 
the ſwelling of For- 
dan 2 Jer.12.5. 


V9. 9. r. beam 


90.7.T, cues 

ib. 34. r. reſcuing. 

92.14. Tr, Uzzah. 

Io0. 7.1, Ezek.9. 

102.35. T. diſcourſeth 

105.4. r. Witches; 

© Samuel 

tb. r.'1 Sam. 28. 

196.II.-read nepheſhi 

IQ7.15. r. the praiſes 
of the Lord 

109. 25, r. and with 
his own arm 

121.35. r.ghnal-banim 

1234. T7. quick - 

122. 4. in the Margin 
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r. meg 1s & Mee 
eaCov 
133.21. I, unſuitcable 
154. 34. for exadt,r. 


caſt. 
163. 16. f. looked 
I64. 27. T. praifeth 
178.18. r. heart-com- 
muning X 
176. 39. Ir. diſcourſe 
181. 2.r. Woofe | 
484. 31.7. feats 
I8g. 32. I. get 
194. 15. I. propoſutam 
211, 22. TI. of their ' 
224. II, dele. Bur 
228, 27, r. ſerters 
237. 
241, 
Next 
th. 21. r.diſcaſed 
th. 24. I. dele not 


12. leaye out 


242. 29. r, waxed 


th. 38. r. ſaw 

Dedica'or damnat1onig 

Chriſtianorum ," 1570 
be placed in the 
Margin of 242. 

243. 12. r. change 

247. 18. dele as 

tb, 25, r, your 


251. 34. r. phyſitians 


253. 7.T, was to 

1b.38.r. your ar 

257.22. adde; - the 
greateſt ſinners 

260.25. r, Doegs 

262, 19,weth 

257.3.T. 1 Sam.13.F: 
and 1 Sam.10.8. 
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